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This year’s KCNA Conference, on 

August  9-11, will be held on the beautiful 

campus of The University of British Co-

lumbia in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Situated in the Pacific Northwest, 

Vancouver is the second largest city in 

Canada and one of the most ethno-

culturally diverse metropolitan areas in 

North America. A “super-natural” play-

ground, Vancouver is framed by the North 

Shore Mountains, the Fraser River, and 

the Burrard Peninsula. It is truly one of the 

most picturesque cities in the world. Its 

splendor was showcased in 2010 when 

Vancouver and Whistler played host to 

the XXI Olympic Winter Games. While 

being a recreational paradise, it is also a 

city that is internationally recognized for 

its culinary scene. From farmers’ markets, 

to food trucks, to high-end dining experi-

ences, there is something to please every 

palate here. 

The Conference will feature a keynote 

presentation on the theme, Let Us Seek 

and Receive Kami’s Words Through Me-

diation. We are pleased to announce that 

this year’s presenter is Rev. Todd Zenji 

Takahashi, Ed.D., Associate Minister at 

the Konko Mission of Honolulu. Cur-

rently, Rev. Takahashi is an Adjunct Pro-

fessor at Chaminade University and an 

Instructor at the University of Phoenix in 

Hawaii. As a fully bilingual (English and 

Japanese) minister with a broad knowl-

edge base of the faith, he has the unique 

ability to engage and interact with di-

verse groups of believers from children 

to older adults, from first to fifth genera-

tion, from new to long-time members. In 

an effort to reach all participants, this 

year’s conference program will feature 

both English and Japanese-speaking  

emcees and discussion facilitators to ac-

tively encourage the co-mingling of gen-

erations and the sharing of perspectives. 

With the Conference being only four 

and a half months away, we encourage 

you to start discussing your travel plans 

with your minister and family members 

soon. More information on pre- and post-

conference activities will be forthcoming 

as details become available. Tours to 

Whistler, Victoria (on nearby Vancouver 

Island), and many of the must-see tourist 

destinations in the Greater Vancouver 

area will be on the agenda. Conference 

activity options include visits to Grouse 

Mountain for hiking, Granville Island for 

sake-tasting, and Jericho Beach for skim-

boarding and beach volleyball. We hope 

to have an exciting option for everyone! 

Please see our Facebook site for updates 

and/or if you have any questions, please 

contact us.  

On behalf of the conference planning 

committee and KCNA, we look forward 

to welcoming you to Vancouver this Au-

gust! 

Dr. Karen Kobayashi  

is the Chairperson for  

the 2013 Conference 

and a believer at the 

Konko Church of 

Vancouver. 

 

For more information on  

this year’s Conference: 

 

On Facebook?   

Search for us at Konko 

Churches of North America 

 

KCNA Office 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

415-992-6768 

 

Conference Committee 

conference@konkofaith.org 

604-637-7511 

 

 

CONFERENCE PREVIEW by Dr. Karen Kobayashi  
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KCNA Conference 
August 9,10,11 2013  

 

University Of British Columbia 
     Vancouver, BC Canada 

Faith Movement  

“Kami and us, completing each other – Live the Faith!”  

Let us seek and receive Kami’s words through Mediation  

DON’T FORGET YOUR PASSPORTS AND A SMILE 

Presenter: 

Rev. Todd Zenji Takahashi, Ed.D.  

Associate Minister, Konko Mission of Honolulu 

 

Accommodations:  Gage Residence 6 single rooms with shared 

living room and washroom 

 

Meals:  Cafeteria Breakfast; Catered Lunches and Dinners 

Recreational Activities:   

 
Swimming at the Aquatic Centre 

www.aquatics.ubc.ca  

Student Recreation Centre  

https://rec.ubc.ca/src/ 

Botanical Garden  

www.ubcbotanicalgarden.org 

Belkin Art Gallery   

www.belkin.ubc.ca  

For More Information, Please Contact: 

Conference Committee 

conference@konkofaith.org 

604-637-7511 

KCNA Office 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

415-992-6768 

Your Local Church/Faith Centre 

www.konkofaith.org 

Page 5 

VOLUME 39,  NUMBER 2  

 
On Facebook?  

Search for us at 

Konko Churches 

of North America 



Can you summarize the program for 

those who may not have heard of it or  

gone before? 

Konko Youth Camp (KYC) is a four-

day camp for students 13-18 years old 

where they can bond with their Konko 

peers while learning more about their faith 

through games and discussions.   

How did you get involved with the 

Youth Programs initially and what 

were your impressions then?  

I initially got involved in camp when 

Rev. Kishii asked me if I would be inter-

ested in attending. I didn’t really go to 

church much back then but I was curious 

enough to try it out. I’d never been away 

from home before at the time, so I was 

nervous. I was really intimidated by all the 

ministers’ kids and felt like I knew noth-

ing! But everyone was very nice and sup-

portive so I felt like I had a new family 

and it made me want to keep coming back 

to camp! 

What have you learned about faith 

from your involvement in the program 

as a participant and now leader? 

I learned all the basics at KYC. I think 

my first year, the theme was the history of 

our Founder and I was fascinated. I also 

learned many of the teachings I have 

come to memorize and use daily back 

then.  

Beyond the learning, I met people 

my own age who were also Konko be-

lievers, which is something I didn’t have 

at home. Having a network of friends 

who I could talk to about faith, and 

*ahem* younger ministers to look up to 

and ask questions really made all the dif-

ference. It helped me stay engaged and 

active in developing my faith by continu-

ing with KYC and later strengthening it 

by attending the Young Adults Seminar 

and the Faith Training Seminars when I 

got older.  

Being a leader has only increased 

this. I’m working even harder at my faith 

so that I can, hopefully, be a good role 

model to my campers, or at the very 

least, a good source of information for 

their questions.  

What would you like campers to learn 

about their faith this year? 

I always hope they learn at least one 

new thing about themselves or their faith 

that they can take home with them. This 

year, I hope they learn to feel more com-

fortable about seeking Mediation. But 

most importantly, I want them to bond 

and build lasting relationships with their 

peers.  

What do you do in your spare time? 

I read a lot. And I mean a lot. I also 

enjoy amateur photography and keep a 

blog that’s somewhat faith-oriented. 

YOUTH CAMP PREVIEW with Rev . Stephanie Lai te  
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Rev. Stephanie Laite 

is the 2013 Youth Camp 

Coordinator and  

a Minister at the  

Konko Church of Toronto.  

 

She has participated  

over the past 12 years  

in the Youth Programs, 

graduating from the  

Youth Camp, Young Adult 

Seminar, and Faith Training 

Seminars. She became  

ordained this past year. 

 

The Youth Camp will be 

held at Camp Capilano  

in North Vancouver from 

Aug 6-9 this year. 

 

Registration fees for the 

Youth Camp & Conference 

are $150 and the deadline  

for applying is July 1. 

 

For more registration  

information or applications, 

please contact either 

Rev. Stephanie Laite at 

stephanie.laite@gmail.com 

or Rev. Rodney Yano at 

rodoknee@hotmail.com 
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The Spirituality Bridge is  

for adults over  

21 years old. 

 

The Family Camp is  

for parents and their children  

between the ages of 1-12. 

 

For more information  

about either program,  

please contact the  

KCNA Office at 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org  

415-992-6768  



Can you summarize the program for 

those who may not have heard of it or  

gone before? 

The Young Adult Seminar is a three-

day gathering of believers ages 18-25 

which provides an opportunity for explo-

ration and discussion of the Konko Faith.  

During the seminar, participants discuss 

their life experiences, work together on a 

project that captures the concepts of 

Konko Faith from their perspective, and 

enjoy games and other fun activities. 

How did you get involved with the 

Youth Programs initially and what 

were your impressions then?  

While attending a Regional Seminar, 

another Youth Camper told me that Youth 

Camp is fun and there are lots of cool peo-

ple, so I should join too.  After attending 

for the first time, I totally agreed.  And as 

I returned each year to Youth Camp and 

later to Young Adult Seminar, I made new 

friends and got to know my old friends 

better.  At the same time, I gradually 

learned what the prayers meant, what kind 

of person the Founder was, how the teach-

ings of the disciples are still relevant to us 

today, how we can practice faith, and so 

on. 

What have you learned about faith 

from your involvement in the program 

as a participant and now leader? 

I think my faith developed largely due 

to attending these programs, Conferences, 

Regional Seminars, and church services 

because I like listening to other people’s 

stories. People develop their faith at their 

own pace or start at different times.  In 

the past few years, I've noticed that both 

people who are born into the Konko 

Faith and people who recently became 

interested in the Konko Faith are at YAS, 

FTS, and the Conference.  This mixture 

is exciting because everyone has some-

thing to share with each other, no matter 

how long they've been part of the faith. 

We shouldn’t feel pressured because 

we don’t recognize as many blessings as 

others or don’t know as many teachings 

as others.  Instead, we should find a role 

model in each other to help us achieve 

our goals. I don't have a particular "role 

model” now, but it would probably be a 

combination of everyone I know. 

What would you like campers to learn 

about their faith and about the theme 

of Mediation this year? 

I’d like participants to explore not 

only Mediation but also other aspects of 

the Konko Faith which they feel are most 

important to them.  I hope this will allow 

them to gain a deeper understanding of 

their own faith, inspire each other, and 

discover new ways to practice faith after 

they return home.  

What do you do in your spare time? 

I like to travel to other countries and 

enjoy the local cuisine.  Other hobbies 

are playing piano and growing organic 

vegetables. 

YOUNG ADULT SEMINAR PREVIEW with Ms . Jenni fer Tashi ro  
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Ms. Jennifer Tashiro 

is the 2013 YAS  

Coordinator and a  

believer at the Konko 

Church of San Diego.  

She has led the YAS  

for the past 3 years. 

 

She has participated  

over 10 years in the  

Youth Programs,  

graduating from the  

Youth Camp and Young 

Adult Seminar, and later  

attending the Faith  

Training Seminars.   

 

The YAS will be held  

at Camp Capilano  

in North Vancouver  

from Aug 7-9 this year  

and the deadline for  

applying is July 1. 

 

For more registration  

information or applications, 

please contact either 

Ms. Jennifer Tashiro at 

yas@konkofaith.org 

or the KCNA Office at 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 
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How would you explain Mediation to 

people who aren’t familiar with it or 

practice it very often? 

Uzunoe: 

Mediation is the process of communi-

cating with Kami and it involves four 

steps:  sharing our appreciation for bless-

ings we’ve received, apologizing for any 

irreverences, requesting further blessings, 

and receiving teachings to help guide us 

along. 

I find that people tend to be uncom-

fortable at the Mediation seat already and 

feel like they’re going to be judged on 

what they say. Although it may look like 

the Catholic practice of Confession, it’s 

not.   

Personally, I feel that Mediation can 

take place in any situation, even away 

from the Mediation seat, because the most 

important thing is working with people to 

help them in their lives. 

What type of attitude should a person 

have in seeking Mediation? 

Kishii: 

They should want to follow the Divine 

Will and three traits will allow them to 

receive blessings easily:  honesty, sincer-

ity, and a belief in Kami. 

Uzunoe: 

A person should seek Mediation with 

no pre-conceived answers or expectations 

of what they want to hear. It’s not easy to 

follow Kami’s will sometimes, especially 

when it seems to go against what you 

were praying for, but we must trust 

enough to do it. 

Blessings are often received by pray-

ing for the process of obtaining some-

thing, rather than the result itself. 

What was the most significant thing 

you learned from being a Mediator? 

Kishii: 

A minister must be a good listener to 

find a seeker’s wish and “real problem.”  

This involves a deep sense of humble-

ness towards Kami and the seeker. When 

I was younger, I tried giving teachings 

too much or too soon and might not have 

truly heard what the seeker was trying to 

share. 

Uzunoe: 

Definitely patience. A minister 

shouldn’t judge the seeker prematurely or 

use their own knowledge, but ask to be 

able to truly relay Kami’s reply for the 

seeker.  Even though I may feel like I can 

see what someone should do, I can’t take 

them down that path; the most I can do is 

pray and encourage them to find Kami’s 

will to do what is right.  

 

MINISTERS ’ CORNER—“THOUGHTS ON MEDIAT ION” 

This year’s Conference 

Theme is Let Us Seek and 

Receive Kami’s Words 

Through Mediation,  

focusing on one of the core 

aspects of the Konko Faith. 

 

In this article, these Head  

Ministers give some brief  

perspectives on Mediation.  

Hopefully, this can be a 

continuing series throughout 

the year. 

 

Rev. Takao Kishii 

Toronto 

 

Rev. Andrew Uzunoe 

Portland 
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This year marks the twenty-second 

year for the KCNA’s Missionary Women 

Society Seminar (MWSS) and the fourth 

joint seminar with our Hawaii counter-

parts. The six of us who attended were 

thrilled to be reunited with our hosts; nine 

ladies from Konko Missions in Hawaii’s 

(KMH) MWSS, as well as four ladies 

from Japan’s Konko Ladies Network 

(KNL), totaling nineteen women minis-

ters. We are grateful to Revs. Yoshino & 

Koichi Konko for allowing us to stay on 

site at the beautiful and spacious Honolulu 

Church. 

As always, so much preparation to 

address our families and churches’ needs 

in our absence took place before our jour-

ney to Hawaii began. Some of us had to 

prepare presentations for the topic, 

“Revealing the Faith of the Pioneer Min-

isters: Missionary Women Power!” as 

well as a sermon for the Sunday KM 

Honolulu Monthly Memorial Service. 

Prior to joint seminars commencing, there 

is always some excitement, anticipation 

and a little apprehension. However, once 

underway, all of our nervousness quickly 

dissipates and we meld into a warm, com-

fortable level of close sisterhood and ca-

maraderie. More of our group wanted to 

attend this seminar, but unfortunately 

could not due to family and church obliga-

tions.  

The broad spectrum in ages, from 

early 20’s to 80’s, allowed us unlimited 

opportunities to interact as an intergen-

eration group and learn from each other. 

KMH MWSS Chairperson Rev. Reiko 

Yano and daughter, MC Rev. Edna 

Yano, together with the other Hawaii 

women ministers, did a spectacular job 

making the program seamless, including 

the inclusion of men folk and local 

Konko congregations to attend our 

“Aloha Time” entertainment Saturday 

night. 

We were also honored to have Rev. 

Setsuko Okuno present. She and her late 

husband, Rev. Shoichi Okuno, were 

founding ministers of the Konko Mission 

of Hanapepe. Rev. Setsuko was also a 

pioneer member of the first Missionary 

Women’s Society Seminar that began in 

Hawaii in 1962. It was the forerunner to 

the birth of KCNA’s MWSS in 1992. 

During my presentation, I pointed out 

that there were other present-day pioneer 

ministers among us – Rev. Kanako Ta-

kuechi of Chicago, Rev. Wakiko Igawa 

of Whittier-Rose Hill and Rev. Yoshiko 

Ota of Lancaster; churches established 

between 1-13 years ago. 

Following the five presentations, we 

were able to come away with a renewed 

understanding and appreciation of the 

hardships, sacrifices, dedication and truly 

pioneering efforts made to share Ikigami 

Konko Daijin’s Toritsugi Mediation and 

this Faith to Japan and North America. 

Rev. Joanne Tolosa  

is the Head Minister 

at the Konko Church  

of San Francisco. 

She is also the 2013-16 

KCNA MWSS Chairperson. 

 

This is a condensed 

version  of her report on  

the 2013 KCNA-KMH  

Joint Missionary Women’s 

Society Seminar, held in 

Hawaii from January 25-27, 

2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

KUDOS TO KMH MWSS FOR A SEAMLESS SEMINAR by Rev . Joanne Tolosa 



The Konko Church of 

San Jose celebrated its 80th 

Anniversary on October 21, 

2012. 

Around 100 believers 

attended the service. Rev. 

Haruko Ishiwata was the 

head officiant at the service 

and was an attendee at the 

first service in San Jose 80 

years ago.  The 60th Year 

memorial service for Rev. 

Asataro Yamada, the first 

head minister of the San Jose 

church Rev. Rod Hashi-

moto was the officiating minister for . 

The onorai luncheon was held at 4th Street Bowl after the service.  We thank all of the attendees for making the 

event memorable and also the volunteers who helped with the preparations for the service. 

Participants at the Joint KCNA/KMH/KNL event  
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We hope to meet each other this coming October 

for our Founder’s 130th Spiritual Birthday Grand Ser-

vice in Okayama. An additional wish is to someday 

hold a joint MWSS with our Brazil, Paraguay, and 

South Korea counterparts, to learn more from each 

other and support each other in our joint efforts to share 

our Founder’s teachings of our Divine Parent’s Uncon-

ditional Love and infinite blessings – globally! 

We pray to be allowed to host the 2018 Fifth Joint 

KMH-KCNA MWSS, to continue this priceless faith 

tradition. 

KONKO CHURCH OF SAN JOSE’S 80TH ANNIVERSARY  
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The Konko Mission of Honolulu has 

been a part of my life for the twenty years 

that I’ve been alive.  Until five years ago, 

I was attending church solely as a fringe 

member and it was my grandfather who 

attended all services and participated 

regularly in goyo (service to the church).  

When I became a teenager, I was asked to 

participate in various church youth activi-

ties, ranging from helping with a pen pal 

club to organizing annual camps and festi-

vals.  More than any other reason, I agreed 

to help and assist in such activities be-

cause of the friendships I made with other 

youth members.  Through these activities, 

I somehow remained connected with the 

church, despite the usual teenage desires 

to rebel against the family and party with 

friends. 

Three years ago, my grandfather 

passed away from respiratory failure at the 

age of 80.  Because he was the first 

Konko-kyo believer in my family, he was 

the entire reason why my mother and I 

entered the faith.  Therefore, upon his 

death, we were implicitly faced with many 

decisions to make.  Do we continue on 

with this religion?  Is Konko-kyo the key 

to our happiness as it was for my grandfa-

ther?  Are we willing to sacrifice the 

chance to explore other religions in order 

to perpetuate the faith that my grandfather 

worked so hard to build?  And what kind 

of future does the Konko faith have?  Will 

it be able to help us solve problems that 

did not face my grandfather’s genera-

tion? 

Such questions and dilemmas are 

very common among those of us who are 

the second, third or fourth generation of 

Konko believers.  In many cases, our 

grandparents or great-grandparents were 

not only the first believers in the Konko 

faith, they were also the first to immi-

grate from Japan to America.  In this new 

land, the Konko faith provided them with 

spiritual strength and peace, as well as a 

haven in which the Japanese culture and 

community could prosper.  As a result, 

the bonds which were established be-

tween the church and believers extended 

beyond merely the spiritual.  For some, 

the church represented a family away 

from home. 

Through the birth of children and 

grandchildren, these first generation be-

lievers introduced their American fami-

lies to the Konko faith, and many times 

became the glue which linked their fam-

ily to the church.  Today, as these first 

generation believers are slowly leaving 

us, the future of the Konko faith is left to 

their descendants.  Now many of us are 

faced with the decision of whether or not 

to perpetuate this faith within our own 

families. 

The years of participating in church 

activities helped my mother and me de-

cide to continue attending the Konko 

Ms. Michele Fukawa 

was originally from  

Honolulu and now in the 

Pacific Northwest. 

 

This was originally 

printed in the Konko 

Missions of Hawaii’s 

monthly publication,  

Malamalama,  

in June 1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF KONKOKYO  

by Ms . Michele Fukawa 
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● What kind of role will the church take? 

● How can faith in Konko-kyo spiritually assist us 

in solving day to day problems? 

Some may argue that more pertinent problems must 

be solved within the religion; most notably, the lan-

guage barrier between ministers and believers.  How-

ever, answers to such problems may become obvious 

once a clear direction and purpose are established for 

the religion and its congregation and ministers.  For ex-

ample, if toritsugi were to be established as the sole es-

sence of the Konko faith, English-speaking ministers 

would be more urgently needed than they are presently 

and programs could be created to cultivate them.  On 

the other hand, if personal spiritual growth was key to 

the Konko faith, the role of minister diminishes slightly 

as faith groups or believer meetings could take the place 

of one-on-one sessions with a minister. 

By establishing a clear direction based upon the 

problems facing the current society, the Konko faith 

would cease to be ONLY our grandparents’ religion, 

and become our religion as well.  And as these genera-

tions of believers pass on, their children and grandchil-

dren may begin to find that the faith that saved their eld-

ers could save them also. 

Mission of Honolulu even after my grandfather’s pass-

ing.  But we were soon dismayed to find that others of 

this generation could not find enough reason to continue 

with this faith.  Yet, we could understand their situation.  

The current churches are still geared to ministering to 

first generation believers and Japanese-Americans, not 

to English-speaking, multi-cultural Americans.  Al-

though some progress is being made in catering to the 

needs of this new generation, the current situation in 

Hawaii remains precariously close to losing a genera-

tion of believers who are the very ones needed to carry 

on the faith. 

Therefore, I say without hesitation that the future of 

the Konko faith in Hawaii lies in what we do today.  

Seventy years ago, the Konko faith in Hawaii was able 

to establish a nearly unbreakable bond with its believ-

ers.  It is possible that such a bond can be established 

today and in today’s society.  However, what is needed 

is a reestablishment of the essence and purpose of the 

Konko religion and church in today’s world.  Some im-

portant issues to consider are: 

● How will the Konko faith serve to save people 

in the remainder of this century and the begin-

ning of the next? 

● What will the role of toritsugi be? 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 

MAY  10, 2013 

June 21-23 at the University of California, Berkeley 
For more information and/or a FTI application,  

please contact the Head Minister at your local Konko Church,  

email KCNA.FTD@GMAIL.COM  

or call the KCNA Office: 415-922-6768. 
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The Southern California Regional 

Seminar held on Feb 23 united believers 

from neighboring churches to share and 

learn faith experiences with one an-

other. The friendly atmosphere allowed us 

to contribute our stories as well as ac-

cept the stories of others.  

Although we all come from different 

backgrounds and lead various lives, it is 

an honor to share a common belief in 

Kami and to be able to live with our Kami 

together each day. I once attended a Chris-

tian study group at a local church in West 

Covina. They meet every week to study 

the bible and discuss topics in smaller 

groups. They practice some common 

teachings such that God (Kami) will help 

us in need and appears in different shapes 

and forms. They also discussed Satan’s 

wish to lead us to his side and ways 

to achieve salvation because Satan tries 

to belittle us and make us feel that we’re 

not good enough for society. It was eye-

opening to hear the stories and it seemed 

they were almost living in fear.  

In contrast, I felt comfort in 

the Konko Faith. Although we don’t dis-

cuss Satan or the devil, we are taught that 

irreverences may develop and that hard-

ships may occur based on the way we 

think and act. In other words, our experi-

ences and interpretations are based on our 

hearts. Kami is not a separate entity, but is 

the spirit within each of us. It’s comfort-

ing to know that we have a relationship 

with Kami which was the perfect 

topic for the seminar: “The Relation-

ship Between Kami and People.” 

The topics of the discussions were 

meaning of blessings, the heart of Kami, 

and what is true faith. Blessings may be 

interpreted differently based on our daily 

activities and beliefs. For example, I 

feel it is a blessing that I am able to share 

this article with everyone. It is a blessing 

that we have this newsletter to share and 

learn from others. One partici-

pant stated that “Blessings are not the 

good things themselves, but rather the 

opportunity to receive the good things. 

We shouldn’t just look at the end prod-

uct.” During our Sunday sermons, we 

learned that Kami wants us to realize 

that we are already given blessings and 

that we live in the midst of countless 

blessings. We may understand this con-

cept, but sometimes it can be difficult to 

identify them at the right time. 

A teaching states “Kami thinks only 

of helping people, nothing else. There-

fore, Kami will never let you have an 

experience which has no meaning.”  The 

seminar handouts noted that “As we 

practice faith with our heart of Kami, we 

will come to realize the heart of Kami as 

well as the heart of others.”  Pray not 

only for yourself, but for your family, 

friends, coworkers, and the well being of 

the society. If our part of Kami grows 

within us, what does that look like? Par-

Ms. Lanna Moriwaki  

is a believer at the  

Konko Church of Gardena 

 

This is her report on  

the 2013 KCNA Southern 

California Regional  

Seminar, held in Gardena  

on February 23, 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL SEMINAR by Ms . Lanna Moriwaki  



The 2013 KCNA Northern California Regional 

Seminar was held on Mar 9 at the Konko Church of 

Sacramento, with 17 people attending from San 

Francisco, San Jose and Sacramento. The seminar 

started with an introduction by each attendee. We 

expressed our happiness as Konko believers sharing 

our personal faith stories. Some shared unforgettable 

experiences through Mediation. One person found 

peace of mind by receiving Mediation from Konko-

Sama. He recalled that this came about through a 

combination of the seeker’s single-heartedness, our 

Mediator’s divine virtue, and meaningful teachings. 

We revisited the steps the Founder took to re-

ceive Kami’s words by learning about his faith de-

velopment as Kami’s first Mediator.  We also 

learned specific examples of teachings received 

through our Founder’s Toritsugi. The Mediation will 

surely help us to find the way for Kami and us to be 

mutually fulfilled. 
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messages. We are taught that our internal spirit commu-

nicates with the spirit of Kami allowing us to receive 

those messages. 

Overall, the seminar was informative. We can 

probably agree that the questions were not easy to an-

swer and that it’s always a learning experience. How-

ever, among all of the information that we discussed, if 

there was one thing that I could apply to my life, it 

would be the following teaching: “The practice of faith 

is not very difficult. When you get up in the morning, 

give thanks and pray for a good day, like you are talk-

ing to your parents. When you go out, tell Kami that 

you are leaving. And when you return home, give 

thanks for returning home safely. Also, before going to 

sleep, give thanks for that day. This is faith.” 

ticipants responded “Peace,” “A positive attitude,” and 

“Gratitude.” It also means that Kami doesn’t just watch 

over us, but does everything with us if requested. Kami 

will drive with us, complete tasks with us, worry with 

us, pray with us, etc. In other words, if we realize that 

Kami is within us, then we can believe that Kami is 

around us at all times. 

Most of the congregation attends services, prays to 

Kami, and receives mediation. This is part of practicing 

faith. During the seminar, we talked about practicing 

true faith and the way to do that is to keep a consistent 

and open communication with Kami. As we keep this 

open communication throughout the day, the 

“pipeline” between Kami and ourselves becomes 

sturdy. The sturdier our pipeline becomes the easier it is 

to receive Kami’s blessings and understand Kami’s 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL SEMINAR REPORT 

Northern Cal Regional Seminar  participants 



KCNA CHURCH NEWS  

Fresno              

On Jan. 1,  members and friends attended our New 

Year’s Service to start 2013.  We were blessed with 

the purification rite and Goshinshyu – (Omiki).  Every-

one later enjoyed the traditional New Year’s food con-

sisting of Ozoni, freshly made mochi and home made 

soup.   

On Jan 20, the Nikkeijin-kai held their New Year’s 

party with over 250 people in attendance.  Rev Ma-

saru Okazaki gave the benediction and received the 

honor award by the Government of Japan.  The official 

Certificate of Commendation was presented by the 

Consul General of Japan Hiroshi Inomata for Rev 

Okazaki’s distinguished achievements in contributing 

to mutual understanding and friendship between Japan 

and California.  A very warm Congratulations to Rev 

Okazaki! 

Rev. Okazaki  receiving the Certificate of Commendation 

Page 16 

KONKO REVIEW  

Our very successful Boy Scouts of America 

Troop 58 Curry Fundraiser was held on Feb 23. The 

proceeds will help offset costs for the 14 scouts plan-

ning to join the Boy Scout Jamboree in Japan this Au-

gust. Revs. Masato Kawahatsu and Rodney Yano 

will accompany them as their guides. A special 

“Thank you” to Scout Master Alaric Akashi, Re-

cruitment Chairperson Pauline Tomita Akashi, 

“chef” Rev. Rodney Yano and everyone who helped 

with preparations, serving and, of course, donating.  

We are pleased to announce that Ms. Dale Naka-

hara has become a Church Elder (Shinto Sodai). She 

joins fellow church elders, Keiko Akashi, Kinya 

Matsuno and Emiko Tom. Along with our ministers 

and lay ministers, they make up our Program Commit-

tee members who meet the last Tuesday of every 

month. We appreciate their dedication. 

Our elevator and lobby restroom construction pro-

jects are nearing completion. We will celebrate their 

completion, along with the 40th Anniversary of our pre-

sent church building and the Yatsunami Apartments, at 

our Tenchi Kane No Kami Spring Grand Ceremony on 

June 2, 2013. 

Rev. Tolosa will be conducting the first New York 

Area Konko Faith Gatherings in 2013 on Apr 26-27. 

Please contact her at sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org for 

more details. 

San Francisco  



We had our 2013 New Year’s Day Ceremony on 

Jan 1 & were blessed with the beautiful weather. To our 

surprise a young mother from Indiana & her three-year-

old daughter joined us in this celebration. I’d sent a for-

mal invitation to her but hadn’t expected them to attend; 

because it takes more than one hour travel time in both 

directions. You can imagine the joy that welled up in 

me when they actually made it ... on time! 

So 12 adults & 4 children gratefully witnessed 

this solemn & beautiful service together. After the 

service we enjoyed talking over Japanese traditional 

New Year's dishes prepared by my wife Kanako & 

daughter, Hiroko almost single-handedly.  

Chicago          

Vancouver        
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Rev. Takahashi with Dr. Kobayashi and her son Kaelan 

On Jan 1, our New Year’s Day Service welcomed all 

those who enter the Church with an open heart and arms.  

And all the traditional food were served. 

On Feb 12-15, Takumi Nakajima (from Minami 

High School in Yokohama, Japan) stayed at the Church 

as part of a Home-stay cultural exchange program at 

Ryan Hashimoto’s high school. 

On Mar 10, our Spring Memorial Service was held 

and we discussed upcoming conference plans. (Forms 

and flyers are in the first pages of this issue.) 

During a family vacation in Hawaii this past March, 

Dr. Karen Kobayashi, our Conference chairperson, met 

with Rev. Todd Takahashi to discuss his role as the 

keynote speaker this summer at the Conference. 
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Gardena           

San Diego          

On Feb 23, Ms. Jennifer Tashiro attended the 

Southern California Regional Seminar hosted by the 

Gardena church.  Thank you Gardena church for orga-

nizing the seminar! 

On March 3, Rev. Roderick Hashimoto came from 

Vancouver to officiate and speak at the Spring Memorial 

Service.  We honored all of our ancestors including the 

late Rev. Norikazu Yukawa. 

Our Tenchi Kane no Kami Grand Ceremony will be 

coming up on Jun 9. 

On Jan 13, the annual New Year's Party was held 

after the Monthly Service.  A new feature of this year’s 

activities was the addition of the rock-paper-scissors 

game with the winner being able to "bop" the loser with 

newspaper. The two finalists were Rev. Uzunoe and 

Tish Nakayama, who won the inaugural event. 

Believers at the New Year’s Service reception 

On Feb 23, the Southern California Regional Semi-

nar was held at our church, with the theme of Aiyo 

Kakeyo. Rev. Uzunoe announced that attendance and 

the program was met with great success. 

 

Lancaster   

On Feb. 24, Rev. Kei Kunito from the Konkokyo 

Hawaii Center and his family visited KC Lancaster dur-

ing their short vacation time in Los Angeles area. 

On Mar. 9, Kathy Sakioka, the eldest daughter of 

Mr. & Mrs. Sakioka (Church Elders) married Paul 

Bennett in Orange County.  Best wishes to a wonderful 

couple. 

On Mar. 31,  Revs. Ota and their family (total of 

6) made a visit to Chapel of the Light in Fresno to pay 

a respect to Toshio-sensei's aunt who passed away on 

Jan. 17 at 86.  They also made a visit to KC Fresno 

for "sampai" and to see Revs. Okazaki.   We enjoyed 

delicious oranges from the church backyard. 
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Portland               

Rev. Alfred Tsuyuki was overwhelmed with a 

crowd of well wishers who came to our church to cele-

brate the New Year in the Japanese way (hatsumode) on 

Jan 1.   

Our January Mitama Service and the annual congre-

gation-at-large meeting were held on Jan 20 and after 

those events all enjoyed the delicious Naorai potluck. 

On Feb 17, pancake breakfasts were served after the 

February Mitama Service as the first fundraiser in 

2013 for the church maintenance fund. 

The highlight of March was the annual Spring 

Mitama-Sai, where the turnout was so good that Rev. 

Tsuyuki had to rush back into the backroom to get 

enough tamakushis for the prayers.  During the ser-

vice, Amy Kurland volunteered her time to perform 

with her own various handmade musical sound in-

struments. 

Los Angeles          

Congratulations to the Hamill & Nagase Families! 

& Welcome Tenzin Alon Nagase!!! 

Thank you everyone for your prayers— mother, 

baby and family are all doing well!Welcome Tenzin, 

and congrats to big brother Mas & newly “big sister” 

Shaifali! 

Thank you to our hard working volunteers at our 

28th Church Mochitsuki Fundraiser! We sold out of 

700 lbs of mochi rice, pre-packaged and pan-fried, and 

contributed to yet another successful Mochitsuki for the 

community!  

Our church has been awarded a Small Neighbor-

hood Grant to manage a community project for 2013. 

We have partnered with Academy Sports and the Mon-

tavilla Neighborhood Association to bring the “Friends 

in the Neighborhood” family recreation night to our 

neighborhood. 

Eiko Sata Kuroye 

October 22,1923 – February 14, 2013 

Eiko became one of our dearest church grand-

mother figures, always smiling and giving kisses and 

hugs A Celebration of Life Service was held for our 

beloved Eiko Kuroye on March 1st, 2013. Coordinated 

by Amy Sensei, it was beautiful, heartfelt, and well at-

tended by many of the people Eiko touched in her life.  
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２０１３年の今年は、教祖様が神上がられて、１３０年のお年柄

を迎えております。金光教教団では、『神人あいよかけよの生活

運動』を推し進めておりますが、北米でも、そのお役に立ちたい

と取り組んでいるところであります。 

 教主金光様は、２００９年の立教１５０年の記念の年に、「教

祖様が、神様を神様と立て仰がれ、どこまでも親神様のおぼしめ

しに沿うて、おかげを受ける道を身をもってお示しくださいまし

たところから、『神も助かり、氏子も立ち行く』この道が開かれ

てまいったのであります。教祖様のご信心、そこにかけられた親

神様のみ思いに、あらためて思いをいたし、いよいよ、神と人と

あいよかけよで立ち行く『神人の道』が、一人ひとりの生活に現

されてまいりますよう、共々に心をこめてお役に立たせていただ

きたいと願っております。」とのお言葉を下さいました。その教

主金光様の願いにお応えしたい、ということで、この運動が、始

まったとお聞きしております。 

 今こそ、『神人の道』が一人一人の生活に現され、世界中に広

まっていくことを願われている時は、ないと思います。 

 私ども人間が、「自分さえよければ」と自己中心の生き方をす

ることによって、今や、天地自然が、悲鳴を上げております。天

候の異変は巨大化し、一昨年の東日本大震災や昨年のハリケーン

サンディのような、自然の猛威は留まるところを知りません。文

明は進み、生活は便利になったものの、人心は荒廃し、無差別殺

戮が頻繁に起こっております。昨年末のコネティカット州のサン

ディフック小学校の乱射事件では、２０名の幼い命と６名の先生

方の尊い命が、文明の利器によって、無残にも奪われてしまいま

した。 

 明治維新後の文明開化の中で、教祖様が、「世が開けるという

けれども、開けるのでなし。めげるのぞ。そこで、金光が世界を

助けに出たのぞ」と仰せられたお言葉が、胸にずしりと響きま

す。人の心がめげ、その結果、世がめげていっております。 

有史以来、私ども人間は、物に恵まれ、生活が豊かになる

Rev. Masanori Takeuchi 

is the Head Minister at the  

Konko Church of 

Chicago. 

 

竹内正教 

金光教シカゴ教会 

 

 

The English text will be  

placed in the online  

version of the KR  

at a later point. 

 

 

 

 

 

神人の道 by Rev. Masanor i Takeuchi  



ことだけに心を奪われ、心の成長を置き去りにしてきたのではないか、と思わざるお

れません。例え、心の大切さに気づいたとしても、日常生活の中で、誰でもが取り組

める、「心を磨き、育てる」すべを知らなかったのだ、と思わずにはおられません。 

今、地球・人類は、まさに破滅に向かって突き進んでいるかのような様相を呈

しております。この地球・人類が真実助かっていくには、教主金光様が仰せられる、

『神人の道』が世界中の一人ひとりの生活に現されて、天地と調和し、天地と共に繁

栄していくいく道を歩んでいく以外にありません。 

教主金光様が仰せられる「どこまでも親神様のおぼしめしに沿う」には、神様

のお心が分からねばなりません。私は、神様のお心は、「天地日月の心」だ、と頂い

ております。「何事も神様の差し向け」ですから、起こってくる事柄の一つひとつ

を、「ここは天の心で限りなく美しく」「ここは地の心で限りなく豊かに」「ここは

日月の心で実意丁寧に」と、一切の事柄をありがたく受けて、尊んでいくことです。

このように、日常茶飯事の中に起こってくる出来事を通して、「これによって磨き、

それによって改まって」行く時に、自ずと心は磨かれ、和賀心が生まれ育ち、神と人

とが拝み合い、喜び合い、楽しみ合う世界が開かれてまいります。 

この信心精進に時々刻々専念し、教祖１３０年の今年こそ、『神人の道』をシ

カゴの地に現し、世界に発信していきたいと念願してやみません。その思いで、歌を

詠みました。 
 

    世がめげる 

    胸は張り裂け 

    願わくば 

    神人の道 

    開かせ給へ 
 

As we clearly see, 

The collapse is everywhere, 

Our hearts break within. 

May Kami and people be 

       Fulfilled in this precious world! 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

KCNA Office 
1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-992-6768 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 
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EVENTS 

MWSS (Jan 25-27) - the 22nd Annual Seminar, held in Hawaii jointly with KMH. There were a total of 19 in 

attendance, 6 from KCNA, 4 from KLN (Konko Ladies’ Network–Japan), and 9 from KMH. The theme was 

“Revealing the Faith of the Pioneer Ministers: Missionary Women Power!” We would like to give a big “Thank 

You!” to the KMH MWSS ladies for their “seamless seminar” and to the KCNA MWSS Chairperson for all their 

coordination and hard work. Mahalo! 

KCNA YEAR-END MEETING (Feb 8-9) in San Francisco.  The KCNA Officers and staff attended their 

Year-End celebration dinner. 

SOUTHERN CAL REGIONAL SEMINAR (Feb 23) hosted by Gardena. The theme was: “The Relationship 

between Kami and People.” A total of 23 people attended and many left the seminar “energized.” 

NORTHERN CAL REGIONAL SEMINAR (Mar 9) hosted by Sacramento. A total of 17 people attended 

and discussed how to seek and receive Ikigami Konko Daijin's Toritsugi. 

MINISTERS’ SEMINAR (Mar 12-14) hosted by Gardena.  A total of 17 ministers attended, also with Rev. 

Amy Uzunoe joining in on Skype on Saturday afternoon’s discussion.  We would like to give a big “THANK 

YOU” to the 2013 coordinators, staff, and helpers for a job well done! 

POLICY 

CONFERENCE: KCNA Office is making a change to the Conference policies after discussing how to create a 

better “transition” for the Youth Camp Coordinators and how to better raise safety and awareness of student super-

vision. A youth’s (13-17) parent or guardian now has to sign the “parental/guardian responsibility section” on the 

Conference Registration form, understanding that they will be responsible and expected to supervise their student/

child 100% throughout the entire Conference. To summarize:  

● Youth Camp staff "responsibility" for participants ends at registration for the Conference.  

● Youth Camper Conference Subsidy is still available. If youth does not attend conference, parent/

guardian needs to pick-up youth at conference site within 2 hours of the opening of Conference registra-

tion. 

● Parental/Guardian responsibility verbiage has been added to Conference Registration forms. 

● KCNA will make an announcement every night to remind parents/guardians to supervise their youths. 

KCNA OFFICE NEWS  



CONTACT INFORMATION for Loca l Churches & Propagat ion Ha l l s  

 CHURCHES  

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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Hi again readers, 

As you may have noticed, this issue is all about 

promoting the Conference coming up this August in 

Vancouver, Canada.  Hopefully, you enjoyed the articles 

even if you’re not planning on attending.  

This year’s theme is “Let us seek and receive 

Kami’s words through Mediation” and it’s part of our 

Headquarters’ larger initiative that encourages us to 

“Live the Faith!” 

… but you’re probably asking yourself if you’re 

already living the faith—is Mediation really something 

you have to do? 

The short answer?  Yes. 

A longer answer?   Yes, it should be.   

Mediation is the practice which separates this faith 

from others.   

We often talk about how we enjoy freedom in 

our religion—how each of us have different ways of 

developing our faith—but Mediation is what gives this 

to us.  We all know our own circumstances and can 

find what works for us, but it’s Mediation which guides, 

pushes, and confirms our progress in our faith. 

If you have any topics, ideas, or stories you’d like 

to share, I’d love to hear them too.  In the meantime, 

enjoy reading 39-2! 

  

  

 

Send your comments about this issue to Ed. at 

konkoreview@konkofaith.org 
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