
 

News from the Konko Churches in North America 

Inside this issue:        

“Mission Impossible 

Made Possible” 

 by Rev. Dick Dusek 

2 Youth Camp Review 

by Mr. Daniel Jackson 
9 Gardena Church 60th 

Anniversary  

  

18 Editor’s Corner 20 

Young Adult  

Seminar Anthology  
6 Church News  

 

 

10 Church Contact  

Information 
19   

KONKO REVIEW  
JULY / SEPTEMBER 2013 VOLUME 39, NUMBER 3 

Rev. T. Takahashi’s Keynote Presentation 

(photo courtesy of Rev. S. Laite)  



Page 2 

KONKO REVIEW  

I was honored this year to be able to 

go to the Conference in Vancouver, BC. I 

have to say it was quite an experience. I 

have gone many times to conferences and 

not been as happy as this time. This one 

was totally different in perspective, in 

depth. I feel this conference conquered the 

impossible. 今まで特にアメリカのほ

うで取次ぎは一番使わなかったじゃ

あないでしょうか。Probably here in 

America ‘mediation’ has been the least 

used, but it’s the most unique and most 

important part of the Konko religion. 

As Yuasa Sensei was praying to Kami

-sama, he mentioned that this is the 154th 

year of continuous mediation in the 

Konko Faith begun by our Founder, 

Konko Daijin. Since the Founder’s death, 

he also mentioned that this is the 130th 

year, which is an anniversary celebration. 

What happened at the Conference was 

like mission impossible. How do you ask 

a speaker to talk to more than 100 people 

of two different languages, Japanese and 

English? In this Conference they used 

both … ALL THE TIME. A professional 

interpreter from Michigan was so happy 

to work hard on everything throughout the 

conference. I know she spent much time 

to get ready for this big task. It was amaz-

ing. 

The speaker was a young minister that 

I’ve known for long time. I met him be-

fore he became a minister.  He was Rev. 

Todd Takahashi. He lives in Hawaii and 

teaches. He’s uses both languages and he 

did the impossible; he got people to enter 

deeper into the world of mediation, more 

than they may have ever done before. 

The very first night he asked every-

one to look at themselves.  He passed out 

a piece of paper and the only thing on it 

was “I am …” and it had a bunch of 

numbers. After the number, you had to 

complete the sentence about yourself. 

Who are you? He gave a few examples 

and said, “One minute, go!” That is all 

the time he gave us. I barely got started. 

Then he gave us homework. “Give your-

selves 10 more minutes tonight and write 

some more.” 

He talked about mediation. The next 

day he talked more about mediation and 

got deeper into sharing your true self 

with Kami-sama through the mediation -- 

through the minister to Kami-sama -- so 

that with the founder’s teachings -- with 

Kami-sama’s teachings -- you could see 

more of what you’re getting yourselves 

into at this very moment. He got into the 

problem in America with mediation that 

people don’t put themselves into it: 

“Thank you very much. I came today. 

Goodbye, Sensei.” … or something like 

that. Or you’re having a problem and you 

mediate for that. 

Rev. Dick Dusek  

is a Minister at the  

Konko Fellowship  

of Tacoma 

 

This was presented at the 

Monthly Service of Seattle 

Church on August 25, 2013.  

It has been edited slightly for 

space considerations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“MISS ION IMPOSS IBLE” MADE POSS IBLE by Rev . Dick Dusek 
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of the best jobs they have over there. All of a sudden in 

springtime, the college tells me next year we don’t want 

to continue your contract; we want to get someone dif-

ferent. You didn’t do anything wrong; it’s nothing 

about you. We just want young blood. 

How was I going to take care of my family? I was 

very, very worried. The negotiations at the university 

went bad to worst. I had joined a group of teachers who 

wanted to become better English teachers. During the 

summer vacation there was a meeting in Kurume, a 

small country town. After getting off the bus on the out-

skirts of town,  I saw this great big building. There was 

an auditorium inside and rooms for 50 Japanese Jr high 

and high school teachers to learn more about English 

teaching and to speak English. I was there to attend and 

speak with them. 

I had asked my wife what it was, but she didn’t 

know. Later on, I found out it was a Konko Church. 

That was my first time to go to one. The five year plan 

to see what we could do -- and here I am suffering -- 

I’m going to lose my job next spring. In the summer I 

found a Konko Church. After going home, I went back 

and had my first experience of mediation. 

I took my family to the church. I couldn’t speak 

Japanese very well and the minister, in his 60’s, had a 

bad ear and didn’t understand English. I was very wor-

ried; what am I going to say at the mediation? So I went 

to my wife and asked what I should say. In my heart I 

felt– they’re going to fire me at this university, what am 

I going to do for a job? – I need a job. That’s what I 

wanted to talk about, but how do you say that in Japa-

nese? I was really stuck. So my wife said “why don’t 

you pray to keep your job?” I thought she was crazy. 

But faith is actually a living part of us and the teach-

ings in the Konko Faith are quite marvelous. My 

mother, who is a Christian, tells me Konko teachings 

are a very good way to live your life. Yes, they talk 

about faith and yes, they talk about your spirit, but they 

are a way of life that opens your spirit to the world. 

That’s how you become happy. 

One of the teachings I received a day or so ago is: 

Don’t say bad things. Look forward with pleasure. 悪い

事を言うって待つなよな。先を楽しめ。And an-

other teaching that may be difficult to receive talks 

about right when you are suffering the most – it is that 

heart you need to open up and look forward, because 

right there you are receiving blessings. What does it 

mean? You’re suffering; you’re in terrible pain. It’s be-

cause the process leading to the blessing takes time and 

various steps.  

Everyone can think of their own story. Look at 

yourself. Who are you? You are going through a situa-

tion; at different times of your life you can see yourself. 

At the conference, I looked at myself. 

I had a family of four kids and a wife. I’d just fin-

ished university and was going back to Japan. All the 

kids were small; the oldest was three, the second two 

and twins were 6 months old. My wife was helped in 

the states by my grandmother and mother. We were go-

ing by ourselves to live in an apartment. I began teach-

ing English in a high school. When we left, I told my 

wife let’s make a 5 year plan. Let’s see what we can do 

in five years. 

At five years, I was working at a national university 

teaching English to engineer students, underneath the 

Ministry of Education (文部省). That’s probably one 
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But it was very easy for me to say that in Japanese, so I 

said it. 仕事が続けるようにお願いします。The 

answer I received was so-o simple, はい。That was it. 

Nothing happened, right?  Hai can mean, Okay; it can 

mean, yes; and sometimes, no. 

It was 1982 when I had this mediation. After sum-

mer vacation, I went back to the school. The person I 

had to meet had suddenly left and gone to another 

school. The new department head had done a survey of 

students. He told me I was the most popular teacher and 

with that, he would promise me at least one more year. 

Wow, big blessings all of a sudden! 

That one year turned into three years. After that, a 

humanities teacher was going to a private university 

after retiring and invited me to come.  I needed the job.  

Nine more years of teaching English in the private uni-

versity that he introduced and … Step by step by step … 

my five year plan … my first mediation … suffering 

and developing through it … 

I started studying Konko Faith. I had been holding 

12 years of monthly meetings in my home. I asked the 

ministers to come to my house. I was the first believer 

and then my wife joined me. Later, people in the area 

started coming. We continued the faith meeting for 12 

years. 

I felt maybe I would become a minister, and one 

time, two times I was turned down. Each time I checked 

with my family: The first time, no; second time my wife 

said okay, but the children said no; third time, yes, yes, 

and one of my sons said okay and we entered the 

church. I spent 7-8 years in the church. I went to the 

seminar for the one-year course in Japan. I’d been liv-

ing in Japan for 25 years, but that one year was really 

difficult. 

So you can see things are moving along step by 

step. Yes, the rhythms go up and go down; they go 

backwards and inside out, but the process continues. 

However, during the process are you -- like the teaching 

says, 悪い事を言うって待つなよ。先を楽しめ。 

Are you not thinking negatively? And looking forward 

with pleasure? 

In the Founder’s own writings about his life, many 

times Kami-sama is telling him: Look forward three 

years or look forward five years. Always look forward, 

look forward. Can we look forward and keep our faith 

NOW as we continue with our lives? Mediation is the 

place to do that. 

One thing about this impossible task at the Confer-

ence was that as they were writing, each person opened 

up more privately to themselves. They were told on the 

last day, “Fold up those papers, put them in an enve-

lope, address it to the minister you want to mediate 

this.” And it was promised, no one would open that en-

velope, only the minister you name on the outside of the 

envelope. All of this is information you are entrusting 

your minister to mediate to Kami-sama, so you get one 

more step into your true life with Kami-sama. 

I think ‘mission impossible’ was accomplished, but 

it takes that urge, that motivation. You have to take that 

step of faith. Do you have the faith to open up to Kami-

sama? Even if you don’t know yourself very well, what 

you know will help. Even my wife’s wording of some-

thing I didn’t think of has helped me all the way till 

now, where I have been a minister in Tacoma since 

2004. So whatever your problem is, mediation is the 

way to seek guidance and protection. 
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 If you listen closely to Yuasa Sensei, EVERY 

month he is thanking Kami-sama for everybody being 

guided and protected every day of their lives – guiding 

us onward one day after the other: seeing another sun-

rise; seeing another sunset; seeing another problem that 

is getting us through day after day. 

Don’t concentrate on the negative. Look at your 

spirit. With your spirit can you look forward? By that, 

Kami-sama means: Do you have faith that this is the 

moment that is building the blessing right in front of 

you? 
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What I have taken away from the 

2013 Young Adult Seminar comes in 

multiple parts.  The one thing I’ve always 

taken away from the Konko Youth Camp 

and YAS is a “Konko Booster” which is a 

very strong sense of my Faith.  This used 

to last for a couple weeks when I first 

started, but now it lasts for almost the en-

tire year.  Another part I have taken is 

how universal this Faith is.  Just of my 

knowledge, three people with no family or 

friends within the Faith now follow it and 

are in YAS.  Also, my friends approve of 

the Konko Faith even though they don’t 

believe in a Kami.  The last thing I have 

taken away through YAS is gratitude, and 

the idea of blessings.  We discussed that 

both can happen interchangeably: we are 

grateful and realize a blessing; we see a 

blessing and are grateful. 

Josh, Toronto 

What I learned this year in YAS is 

how strong being positive can be as well 

as how to see all kinds of blessings.  Be-

ing positive is a huge part of being with 

Kami.  Positivity affects things as much as 

negativity can, but in a good way.  Being 

able to see blessings, even if they are 

yours or someone else’s, means that you 

notice the power of Kami.  My point is to 

be positive and see both the good and bad 

things as blessings and learn from them. 

Alex, Sacramento 

What I gained out of YAS was the 

knowledge of the importance of positive 

thinking and energy, the bonds from the 

other Young Adults and Youth Campers, 

as well as learning from all the experi-

ences and discussions.  I really enjoyed 

everything and all the programs.  I felt I 

could really feel the essence and energy 

of Kami-sama through all the staff, par-

ticipants, and nature surrounding me.  I 

even felt my own Kami heart be shown 

to others by helping them with problems 

they wanted to share or even fun experi-

ences they had.  I am very grateful for the 

opportunity to participate this year, and I 

sincerely hope I helped others and par-

ticipated and added to a wonderful YAS. 

Olivia, Toronto 

I went into YAS this year with a 

troubled heart, which is unusual for me.  

But through discussion, mediation, and 

time to reflect, not only did I recover, but 

I learned that the only one keeping me 

from bouncing back was myself.  Thank 

you, guys! 

Tanner, San Francisco 

Even though I have been a Konko 

believer for almost 5 years, this year has 

been the first for Konko-based activities 

outside my church.  So, being the first 

time I have been to a YAS experience 

was one of surprise and learning.  It was 

so wonderful to meet people of my own 

age at this event.  It was pleasant to dis-

Members of this year’s 

Young Adult Seminar  

discussed how to live the 

faith, joined a workshop by 

Rev. Todd Z. Takahashi,  

and wrote a group prayer.  

Here, they share their  

seminar experience: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT I GAINED FROM THE YOUNG ADULT SEMINAR—an antho logy 
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cuss ideas with them too.  I feel like the biggest thing I 

will be taking from the experience at YAS is the re-

minder that the teachings of Konko Daijin are both 

timeless and sharable with people of all ages, old or 

young.  They can and, I believe, will resonate with peo-

ple of all ages, backgrounds, nationalities, so on, so on.  

They are universal, and my goal is to continue spread-

ing these ideas a thoroughly as I am able. 

Ash, Chicago 

At this year’s YAS, my first one, I first and fore-

most had an opportunity to deepen my closeness to 

Kami-sama by refining my understanding of Konko 

concepts such as the distinction between receiving 

blessings and realizing blessings, and how Kami’s 

blessings are always abound but only through faith, 

prayer, and mediation do we realize them.  I also loved 

the activities around the camp, outside in such a spec-

tacular natural location.  I was able to grow closer to 

friends while squarely in the midst of Kami-sama.  Go-

ing forward, this experience will help me through the 

improved/expanded network of Konko friends I have to 

which I can share my faith. 

Gary, Sacramento 

 



YAS participants & staff (photo courtesy of G. Cox) 

Group Prayer from the  

2013 Young Adult Seminar in Vancouver  
Positive Energy Prayer (PEP) 

 

To Tenchi Kane No Kami,  

Our enlightening and caring Divine Parent, 

Guide us in our choice to realize and channel your heart 

To help others and the world, 

So that the life of the universe 

Resonates throughout all things. 

 

Given the choice to pursue your wishes, 

Or our own selfish desires which are easy to give into, 

Please guide us towards living our faith 

With a sincere and open heart. 

Blessings will be realized 

By those who have a joyful and grateful heart. 

 

To all the people of the world, we give thanks 

     For contributing your individuality to the global community. 

To those we call our friends, we give thanks 

     For laughter and companionship that can brighten any day. 

To those we consider family, we give thanks 

For the support, guidance, and love that has shaped us into the individuals that we are. 

 

Kami-Sama, 

We want to manifest your energy of life into ourselves. 

Please help us to develop a joyful and grateful heart 

To shape the world into a better place. 

Please watch over us and aid us 

To share your spirit with all life on this earth. 
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I learned many things from Konko 

Youth Camp in the past three years. To be 

honest, this year I learned the most be-

cause I paid a lot more attention than the 

last three years. I heard Saya’s story about 

how the teachers didn't like her and it kind 

of reminded me of how teachers ignored 

me at my old school.  But she told her 

deep story and that gave me confidence to 

express mine.   

I learned how others speak to Kami 

Sama and that I'm not the only one that 

does by themselves besides minis-

ters.  Since I'm the only one in my age 

group at my church, I didn't really talk to 

anybody about it, especially since they are 

all family.  But at youth camp, I realize 

why we do all these prayers and how to 

communicate with Kami Sama better 

through mediation. By knowing this, I 

shall do it more at my church.  I now say 

out loud the prayers during church.  I real-

ized by doing this, I actually understand 

what the words are saying.  I learned that 

even though you're alone, you still always 

have Kami Sama because after youth 

camp you don't have the other people 

there with you to talk with (besides Face-

book and other forms of communication, 

they’re not actually there).  I learned to 

tell all your problems to the mediator like 

Rev. Todd shared.   

After hearing what Ryan, Daichi, and 

Armand had to say about being with 

youth camp family, I realized by being 

there with all my friends, we became 

close like family.    I learned more about 

everyone by being around them and how 

they think about Kami Sama.  I already 

knew not to waste food, but after realiz-

ing how hard the farmers and machines 

worked, I started to waste less food. Af-

ter watching the video during conference, 

I realized that because I believe in Kami 

Sama just like everyone in youth camp, 

young adults, and everyone in confer-

ence, it shows we are all connected by 

Kami Sama.   

At first I didn't want to go to church 

because I was forced, and I didn't want to 

sit down for half an hour.  The only good 

that came out of it was that I was able to 

see my cousins.  But as I grew older, I 

started to realize more and more about 

Konko Kyo.  I learned about Konko 

Sama and other stuff from my grandma 

or Michie, but that was about all.  After 

going to youth camp, I learned so 

much.  I felt closer to Kami Sama and 

then I actually wanted to go to 

church.  Just a week ago during church, 

because I was saying the prayers, all six 

of my cousins were saying it also.  My 

sister didn't because she’s stubborn, but 

since I'm the oldest and my cousins look 

up to me, they follow me or sometimes 

copy me.  I can use that advantage by 

having my cousins say their prayers and 

want to go to church. 

Mr. Daniel Jackson  

is a believer at the  

Konko Church of Portland 

 

He has attended  

Youth Camp for the 

past three years and  

he earned the right  

to submit an article 

this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT I LEARNED by Mr . Danie l Jackson 
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Rev. Joanne Tolosa with NYC Faith Gathering participants  

 Apr 27— New York Konko Faith Gathering 

Spring Grand Ceremony  – Rev. Joanne Tolosa, con-

ducted this joyful service at the residence of the 

Terasaki-Chung Family – Michiko, Michael, 

Keiko & James, in Harlem, Manhattan. The Kodera 

Family – Kazutoshi, Aiko & Yuto also joined this 

semi-annual Faith Gathering Prayer Service. We wel-

comed first-timers 2013 newborn sons James 

Terasaki Chung and Yuto Kodera. Our next ser-

vice will be in October. 

Jun 2— Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Cere-

mony,and Celebration of our 40th Anniversary of 

our Current Church Building, Completion of our 

Elevator and Disability Access Restroom in the 

lobby of our Worship Hall, & Appreciation of our 

Ministers. Over 70 people attended this service with 

many auspicious events to celebrate, including the 

engagement announcement of Associate Minister, 

Rev. Rodney Yano and Ms. Fong Yip.  

We would like to express appreciation to our min-

isters, Rev. Joanne Tolosa, Rev. Masao Kawahatsu 

(senior minister) and Rev. Rodney Yano for their 

hard work and dedication throughout the years. On 

behalf of the congregation, Lay Minister, Mr. No-

busuke Fukuda presented each minister with a token 

of appreciation.  

Alan Matsui, Rev. Tolosa, Eiji Ayabe, Emiko 

Tom, and Kinya Matsuno, the hardworking, dedi-

cated Disability Access Committee ceremoniously 

performed the Ribbon-Cutting for the new elevator. 

Afterwards, Mrs. Tamae Hayashi, Mrs. Jean 

Kawahatsu (Sacramento) and Mr. Roy Koga (SF) 

San Francisco  

Mr. Fukuda with Reverends Kawahatsu, Tolosa, and Yano 



San Diego          

Spring Grand Ceremony participants 

A monthly service was held by church members on 

April 14 and May 5. 

Miss Stephanie Tashiro passed the NBPHE Certi-

fied in Public Health examination on Feb 22.  On May 

17, she graduated from the University of Nevada Reno 

with a Masters of Public Health in Epidemiology.  She 

will continue to work for the Nevada State Health Divi-

sion’s Bureau of Health Statistics, Planning, Epidemiol-

ogy and Response while studying for the MCAT.   

Congratulations to Stephanie for her achievements! 

On June 9, Rev. Roderick Hashimoto came from 

Vancouver to officiate and speak at the Tenchi Kane no 

Kami Grand Ceremony.  We enjoyed a delicious BBQ 

potluck afterwards. 

On June 17, Mrs. Mutsuko Tashiro and Ms. Jenni-

fer Tashiro went to Japan to visit relatives and ances-

tors’ graves (ohaka mairi).  They returned safely on July 

5. 

On June 21-23, Stephanie Tashiro attended the 

Faith Training Institute held at the University of Cali-

fornia, Berkeley. 

Our upcoming events include the Ikigami Konko 

Daijin Grand Ceremony on Oct 27. 
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were the first to make the elevator voyage to the Social 

Hall for the reception where we had a potluck lunch and 

cake-cutting. We welcome those with a physical need to 

use the elevator, which is accessible daily during church 

hours. It stops at the social hall level, the Bush Street 

level and worship hall level. 

Jul 24– Revs. Masato Kawahatsu and Rev. Rod-

ney Yano will lead the Troop 58 Japan Trip to partici-

pate in the Jamboree, with 13 scouts and 4 leaders/

parents, 19 people total. Included are Scout Master 

Alaric Akashi, son & scout James Akashi, and KC 

Fresno believer, scout James Sakata, son of Stephen 

& Gay Sakata, and grandson of KC Fresno Head Min-

ister Rev. Masaru Okazaki & Rev. Hiroko Okazaki. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for KCSF’s new elevator 
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Portland               

Congratulations to Revs. Ota and congregation of 

the Konko Church of Lancaster! We thank you for your 

dedication, and pray for your goyo to help the people in 

the Lancaster area. Ganbatte kudasai. 

Congratulations to Ben & Francis Soejima, who 

celebrated their 89th birthdays, and 60th Year Wedding 

Anniversary!!! 

Congratulations also to Shizu Akagi who cele-

brated with family and friends on your 88th Birthday! 

Thank you to the KCNA Staff, Sacramento Confer-

ence Committee, Youth Camp, Young Adult, Family 

Camp, and Spirituality Bridge presenters and staff 

members! We had 13 people attend the various camps 

before the conference, and they had a wonderful time 

learning and bonding through the engaging activities 

and discussions provided. 

We also had a few members who haven’t been to a 

conference in a while, and truly had an enriching ex-

perience. Thank you for all of your hard work – the 

planning, researching, coordinating, and long hours of 

weaving it all together to create a meaningful week of 

fellowship, faith, and fun.  Otsukare sama deshita! 

We have started a new section to our newsletters to 

help “break down” the faith into three smaller, easier 

steps for our kids.  

1) Topic - KK Concepts and questions kids may ask  

2) Explanation – a) Present day/scientific explana-

tion b) Explanation from teachings then  c) breakdown 

into kid’s terminology and understanding   

3) Application – exercises and activities to help 

practice and incorporate these teachings 

Kid’s Corner: Faith Q&A 

(Parents, please have kids read or read to them & field any 

questions!) 

Who/What is Kami?  Everything.  

How can Kami be everything?  Science:  Everything in 

this universe is made up of atoms. Atoms are energy.  

Teachings: 

Although Kami cannot be seen, you are constantly walk-

ing within and through the midst of Kami. Working in the 

fields or walking along a path, the whole world is Tenchi 

Kane No Kami's hiromae.   

(GIII Konko Kyoso Gorikai 6) 

Tenchi Kane No Kami's body is Tenchi, the Universe. … 

(GII Fukushima Gihe'e 10) 

To make it easier to understand, atoms are like lego 

pieces. Everything is made of legos! These pieces can make 

any shape, animal, building, cars, or toys. While it’s in the 

shape of…let’s say a tree, we can break that down into 

smaller pieces and use it as a table, or boards to build a 

house.   But whatever shape it’s in, it’s still made from legos, 

right? In the same way, Kami is the energy of the Universe. 

Everything is made up of Kami. No matter what shape things 

are, whether a soft pillow to sleep on, the pencil you use at 

school, shoes you wear, to the food you eat–these are all 

Kami, as are you! 

Activity: 

Think of 3 things you use that you’ve never said “thank 

you” to before, and say, “Thank you Kami,” to them every 

day for one week. It’s hard to say thank you to everything, 

but we can start with these.  

Things in this world are much different than what we see 

with just our eyes. Use a magnifying glass (or if possible, ask 

to use a microscope) to look at a blade of grass or piece of 
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Fresno              

On Mar 17, Rev and Mrs Okazaki attended the 

San Francisco Spring Memorial Service.  Rev Okazaki 

took part in officiating the service. 

On Mar 24, we celebrated the Spring Memorial 

Service.  Afterwards the church members shared a de-

licious luncheon together and fellowship. 

Our Tenchi Kane no Kami Grand Ceremony was 

held on May 5th.  We were thankful to have Rev. Rod-

ney Yano of San Francisco, Rev Byron Ishiwata of 

San Jose, and representatives from Sacramento who 

travelled from afar and participated in our service.  Rev 

Yano gave an inspiring sermon to our church believ-

ers. 

Rev Okazaki participated in the Memorial Day 

2013 commemoration events at the Nisei War Memo-

rial in Roading Park and at the Japanese American 

Cemetery.  There services were conducted by churches 

of the Interfaith Council. 

cloth, or even your skin. You’ll see that “Big things” are made 

up of small tiny cells, just like legos! 

James Shigeru Kimoto 7/19/32-8/24/12 Although 

our spiritual paths did not cross until recently, Jim’s life, 

values, and heart truly reflect the Konko Faith and 

through this he passed on to his family of Love, Respect, 

Honesty, Support, and Compassion. Jim touched us 

more than we did him, inspiring us as well as asking us 

to keep sharing this faith with others with confidence and 

warmth. So we thank you Jim, with all of our hearts. We 

love you and will keep praying for your spirit, as we 

know you will continue to guide your lovely family and 

us with your prayers. Celebration of Life Service with 

family to be held at the Portland Church on September 

16th with An Aloha Celebration of Life Luau at Laurel-

hurst Club. Mahalo for a life well lived. 

Frank Kazuma Sunada 7/14/22-9/6/12 Blowing 

kisses to thank everyone even at the end, our dearest 

Frank Sr. is a cherished member of our church. Solid, 

honest, and hard working, his smile and care for others 

will always remain in our hearts. We can see his virtue 

as he passed on his strength and dignity to his wonder-

ful family who were all there for him. We love you and 

thank you for your long time support, and pray for 

your continued guidance as a spirit. Celebration of Life 

Service with family and congregation to be held at 

Lincoln Memorial on September 30th. 

 

 



Spring Grand Ceremony participants 

Lancaster   

Our Spring Grand Ceremony was held on Apr 28.  

The Japanese sermon was given by Rev. Kiyoshi 

Igawa and English sermon by Rev. Alfred Tsuyuki.  

We really appreciated everyone driving the long dis-

tance to attend the ceremony.  There were an offering of 

fresh vegetables and strawberries and we all shared 

them. 

On Jun 18, Armed Forces Day, Rev. Toshio Ota 

attended Pride of the Nation, 10th Anniversary event at 

the Event Hall in the City of Lancaster.  As an U.S. Air 

Force veteran, and as a Vietnam War veteran, he was 

awarded with a commemorative medal.  About 350 

armed forces active soldiers, veterans, and community 

representatives attended the dinner/ceremony event. 

On May 19, Toshio-sensei attended a religious ser-

vice, Bhakti Yoga, held by Rev. Mario Peneda in our 

neighbor city, Palmdale.  It was a faith sharing session 

led by Rev. Peneda, who is also interested in Konko-

kyo. 

The Annual U.S. Soldier Memorial Day Ceremony 

was held on May 27 at Veterans Court of Honor in Lan-

caster Cemetery with over 100 people attended.  Rev. 

Yoshiko Ota was asked to do the Invocation at the be-

ginning of the Ceremony.  At 12 p.m., the Antelope 

Valley's Japanese-American pioneers were remembered 

during a ceremony at Lancaster Cemetery that followed 

the Memorial Day Ceremony.  About 25 people turned 

out for the service, which was conducted by the Revs. 

Ota.  The program with a title of "Memorial Service at 

Japanese Monument" was conducted next to a monu-

ment that was originally built in 1938 by the Valley's 

Japanese-American farmers. 
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Memorial Service at Japanese Monument - Lancaster Cemetery 

Rev. Y. Ota giving Ceremony Invocation 



Whittier             
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Chris and Kazuko Fong Igawa bought a new 

home located atop the hills of Thousands Oaks, with a 

fantastic view of the city and six layers of mountains. 

Reverends Igawa have been hard at work cleaning up 

the house and property, inside and out, and performed 

appreciation for the house that Chris and Kazuko had 

lived in previously. A blessing of the new house was 

performed as well. 

On June 12, Reverends Igawa celebrated the birth-

day of one of their grandsons, Dennis Igawa. He is 

nearly 6 feet tall and a nice looking young man. Happy 

Birthday Dennis! 

The next day, Reverends Igawa attended their 

granddaughter Avalon Igawa’s high school graduation 

in Seattle, WA. She received an award into the 101 

Club, the 80th Annual Scholar-Athlete Award, which is 

only awarded to 2 students in the graduating class. She 

will be attending the University of Southern California 

in Fall 2013. Good luck in school Avalon, we are all 

very proud of your acheivements! 

Richard Sanchez, oldest grandson of Reverends 

Igawa attended the Summer 2013 FTI from June 21-23  

at the University of California Berkeley. 

Rev Masamichi Oishi, Head of Saga Church in 

Saga in Kyushu stopped by the Church of Whittier-

Rose Hills from Jun 24-26 on his way to Brazil. 

Catherine Sanchez, granddaughter of Reverends 

Igawa, achieved Junior National time standard for USA 

Swimming in the 100 meter butterfly. She will be trav-

eling to North Carolina later this year to compete in the 

Junior National swim meet. She is closing in on the 

Olympic Trials time standard. Congratulations Cath-

erine and good luck! 

 

Avalon with her father at Commencement 



Los Angeles          

The exterior of the church and house buildings were 

painted on Apr 6. Some sections of the facade were re-

paired as well. 

The planned outing to the California Poppy Festival 

in Lancaster on Apr 20 was cancelled, so an excursion 

to Temescal Canyon was done in its place. 

Preparation for the Tenchi Kane no Kami Grand 

Ceremony was done on May 11.  Members were in-

vited to help with chopping vegetables and frying the 

noodles for the Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Cere-

mony  luncheon the next day. 

Dr. Eri Yasuhara, the dean of California State 

University Bernadino's College of Arts and Letters 

will retire this summer.  She had served as dean since 

2000. She told Rafu Shimpo that she has established a 

scholarship endowment in the College of Arts and 

Letters to benefit the university's President's Aca-

demic Excellence Scholarship students. 

A fire broke out in the buildings next door to the 

Konko church  on Jun 29 around 7pm. The fire de-

partment entered the Gardena church grounds to put 

out the blaze. Damage on the church premises was 

limited to a burnt wire on the utility pole, burnt bonsai 

trees and nandin leaves. There were no injuries. 

Gardena           
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     Sadaye Tambara is already back hard at church 

goyo even after her recent surgery to replace two heart 

valves.  It was a major surgery but Sadaye really re-

ceived Kami’s okage in her fast recovery. 

     Rev. Alfred Tsuyuki has been busy on call to 

many activities including funerals and memorials.  One 

of them was for one of our members Mrs. Sachiko 

Kato in January.   

Sensei drove to Manzanar for representing Konko 

Faith at the annual Manzanar Pilgrimage on April 27.  

On the way back, Revs Yoshiko and Toshio Ota offered 

the kindness of staying at their residence in Lancaster. 

The following morning, Sensei represented our church 

and spoke at Lancaster Church’s Spring Grand Cere-

mony. 

     The Monthly Service was on April 7 and Mitama

-sai was observed on Apr 21.  Along with the Mitama-

sai, the annual chicken teriyaki sales were held. 

     The Monthly Service was on May 5 and then the 

Mitama-sai was held on May 19.  Our church’s annual 

Spring Grand Ceremony was officiated by Rev. Tsu-

yuki and assisted by Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe of 

Gardena Church, who delivered a very appropriate ser-

mon for the occasion in Japanese.  Revs Yoshiko and 

Toshio Ota traveled all the way from Lancaster to at-

tend our service.  After the service, all enjoyed the usual 

oishii Naorai luncheon. 

     The June Monthly was held on June 2nd.  The 

Mitama-sai was led by Hokyo Roy Nishida and Ms 

Kuruma on Jun 16 as Sensei Tsuyuki was in Hawaii 

on a goyo invitation.  Preceding the Mitama, hard work-

ing goyo volunteers cleaned the church premises on the 

occasion of the semi-annual grand cleanup.  Sensei 

led the semi-annual Purification Service on June 23. 

 

 



My mother, Mrs. Itusko Takeuchi passed peacefully 

into the next world two Sundays ago in Imari, Japan, on 

June 23 at age 90. I wanted to rush back to be in Imari 

as soon as I received the news. But at first I didn’t think 

I could afford to attend her funeral service. However I 

received Kami’s wonderfully unexpected arrangment.  

I conducted the inauguration of United Airlines’s 

787 Dreamliner non-stop service from Denver to Narita 

earlier in the month of June. UA had told me that they 

would make a donation to our church as a token of their 

appreciation. So I called them & asked if it would be 

possible to receive the donation in the form of a flight 

ticket to Japan instead. UA willingly agreed & made 

my flight arrangements as well. They had no seating for 

direct flight from O’hare to Narita. Then I found out 

that there was a one-stop flight from CHI to Kansai, 

Japan via SFO. I’d reach Imari on the night when my 

mother’s last service for her body would be held.  

My mother got her divine name as a Mitama spirit 

from Rev. Katushiko Otsubo. He named her, “Takeuchi 

Itsuko Wagatama Hime no Mitama no Kami.” Waga 

means ‘peace & joy’. Tama means ‘gem’.  

A total of some 1500 people gathered for both my 

mother’s “Last Day” & Funeral” services to pay their 

tribute to her. Her funeral service was solemn & filled 

with respect & gratitude to her. All her grandchildren in 

Japan got together before the night & created a beautiful 

eulogy in remembrance of her.  

Chicago          

Spring Grand Ceremony participants 
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Rev. Takeuchi  at United’s Inauguration Service 



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

KCNA Office 
1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-992-6768 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 
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CONTACT INFORMATION for Loca l Churches & Propagat ion Ha l l s  

 CHURCHES  

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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Hi again readers, 

First, some housekeeping: 

Issues 392 and 393 were again unacceptably late.  

While some articles were not time-sensitive, there 

were other informative ones for events which have 

passed already, and for that, I apologize.  I’m trying to 

stay on top of the KR’s distribution and hope to keep it 

on track in the future. 

Part of the difficulty comes from trying to balance 

the two parts of the KR; publicizing/summarizing the 

events that happen in our churches/KCNA and sharing 

the ideas/experiences of believers.  While they’re not 

mutually exclusive, they’re not as easy to balance as 

you’d think.   

I feel that when you read an article, you should 

gain some insight on your own faith, whether by seeing 

a different perspective for the first time, a similar re-

sponse to someone’s situation, or learning something 

new.  News items tend to be more factual (at least, by 

my editing) and easier to get, but personal articles 

shouldn’t be and it’s my job to help guide the writers to 

find the voice which gives you your epiphany. This takes 

time, but I hope reading these KR articles will motivate 

you to share your thoughts—if not with your minister, 

then with other believers or friends. 

The other difficulty is that I’ve found a wonderful 

person who I’ve married and now I’m starting a new life 

in a far-off, semi-exotic land far from California. 

If you have any topics, ideas, or stories you’d like 

to share, I’d love to hear them too.  In the meantime, 

enjoy reading 39-3! 

  

Send your comments about this issue to Ed. at 

konkoreview@konkofaith.org 

  

EDITOR’S CORNER 
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