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To all KCNA believers, Happy New 

Year for 2014, the year of the Horse. I am 

very grateful for all your support to your 

churches and to the Konko Churches of 

North America.  Your support and prayers 

are vital to our organization.  The KCNA 

would like to thank all the volunteers and 

committee members who give countless 

hours for the benefit of us to enrich our 

Faith.  At this time, I would like to thank 

the Chair Church of the 2013 Conference, 

the Konko Church of Vancouver, for a 

successful conference.  I am very grateful 

to all of you. 

The KCNA is very thankful for the 

KCNA believers and the believers and 

Ministers and Churches around the world 

whom have given their prayers and finan-

cial support to our Churches and organiza-

tion.  To all the Divine Spirits/Mitamas of 

KCNA, we thank you. 

This year, I am looking forward to 

seeing all of you at the many KCNA 

events and activities planned.  The Re-

gional Seminars, Faith Training Institute 

summer and fall sessions, or the Summer 

programs; Youth Camp, Young Adult 

Seminar, Family Camp, Spirituality 

Bridge and the KCNA Conference being 

held in Toronto, Canada. The Faith Move-

ment is “Kami hito aiyo-kakeyo no seika-

tsu undo” or “Kami and us, completing 

each other – Live the Faith!”  KCNA’s 

theme for 2014: “Let us receive Kami’s 

blessings and unconditional love; living 

a joyful life of appreciation.” 

This year marks the 200th birth year 

of our Founder Ikigami Konko Daijin.  

The KCNA will celebrate his birth on 

August 9, 2014 at our 2014 Conference 

in Toronto, Canada.   

The KCNA encourages all of you to 

attend these events to enrich your faith.  

We should deepen our faith and realize 

the Divine Parent of the Universe is inte-

gral in our lives.  I ask all of you to share 

our faith with your family and friends 

and partake in Mediation at your local 

Church.  The KCNA Churches have en-

dured many hardships so we all can have 

a place to learn the Konko Faith.   

The KCNA Office is honored for 

being able to serve the Konko Faith com-

munity here in North America.  We hope 

the KCNA and Churches can fulfill your 

spiritual development. We hope to see all 

of you at the events and your participa-

tion is the key to another successful year.   

Thank you sincerely from the bottom 

of my heart. 

2014 NEW YEAR’S GREE TINGS by Rev . Roder ick Hashimoto  
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Rev. Roderick Hashimoto  

is the Chief Administrative 

Minister of KCNA and  

the Head Minister at  

the Konko Church of  

Vancouver.  

 

Email him at 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

or visit the KCNA website: 

www.konkofaith.org 
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Happy New Year!! First of all, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone for a great 2013! 

The KCNA Office truly appreciates all your hard work and dedication in volunteering your support of local 

churches and KCNA and we ended 2013 with a productive House of Delegates and Ministry Board of Review 

meeting in December. There are a few updates to report that will bring some change to 2014.  

HOD Proposals: 

● H13-01 “To Approve the 2014 KCNA Budget” (approved)  

● H13-02 “To Amend the Guidelines for Ordainment” (approved as amended on Dec 7, 2013) -  The 

Delegates discussed amending the KCNA Office proposal to change the By-laws for easier Ordainment of 

KCNA Ministers, with the final result being the approval of Proposal H13-02 (as amended in attachment A-

1).  This will be the interim amendment in effect until the Faith Training Division completes a formal revi-

sion for approval at the 2014 HOD/MBR meetings. 

MBR Proposal: 

● M13-01 “To Approve the 2014 Professional Development Workshop for Ministers” (approved) -   The 

topic will be “Toritsugi Mediation” and it will be held at Gardena Church.  Additional notes listed below. 

Events:  

● The 2014 KCNA Regional Seminars will be as follows:  

Southern CA: Lancaster, Feb. 22   Northern CA: San Francisco, Mar 30  

Northwest:     Vancouver, Mar. 29  East:   Toronto, April 27 

● KCNA will be hosting the Professional Development Workshop for Ministers from February 18-20, 2014. 

The Workshop will be led by Rev. Shohei Tsuda, assisted and/or accompanied by Rev. Takuma Takebe, 

Rev. Shuko Tsuda and Ms. Miwako Yamanaka.  

● The 2014 Conference at the Cedar Glen Outdoor Centre will be hosted by the Konko Church of Toronto on 

August 8-10. Final pricing is being finalized.   

Personnel: 

● Mr. Scott Wong resigned from the KCNA Office as of November 25, 2013. 

● Rev. Bobby Giulietti was married on December 14, 2013 to Rev. Mitsue Kusuki, the daughter of Rev. & 

Mrs. Eichi and Reiko Kusuki (from the Konko Church of Oji), at the Konko Church of Seattle. The cere-

mony was conducted by Rev. Roderick Hashimoto. 

 

 

KCNA OFFICE NEWS  



Page 4 

KONKO REVIEW  



Page 5 

VOLUME 40,  NUMBER 1  



Page 6 

KONKO REVIEW  



Page 7 

VOLUME 40,  NUMBER 1  

PRE-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES at Cedar Glen 

Family Camp 

2-12 years old; from August 6-8 

Youth Camp 

13-17 years old; from August 5-8 

Young Adult Seminar 

18-25 years old; from August 6-8 

Spirituality Bridge 

21 years and older; from August 7-8 

Please contact the KCNA Office for more information 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 



Rev. Todd Z. Takahashi, 

Ed.D 

is a Minister at the  

Konko Church of Honolulu. 

 

This is a unique truncated 

version of my workshop  

held at the 2013 KCNA 

Conference in Vancouver. 

While reading this article, 

please make sure you view 

the links to various unlisted 

YouTube videos for more 

detail.  

In every sermon I give, 

workshop I conduct, or  

article I write, I use various 

means by which to call our 

deity of worship and praise:  

Ikigami Konkō Daiin Tenchi 

Kane no Kami, Tenchi Kane 

no Kami, Kami, Parent 

Kami, Parent God, etc.   

I have grown in my faith and 

life so as not to be limited  

by word restrictions.  As 

most people will attest, I 

have no qualms about using 

a multiplicity of names for 

our deity of worship.   

I am well aware of the  

arguments against using 

terms like “god,” however I 

must respectfully disagree 

with my critiques and ask 

that we agree to disagree on 

our views on this matter of 

semantics.   
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The Universal Law of Intent: The 

intention in which you do or give some-

thing without expectations will result in 

what you get back ten fold (I Hachitarō 

Shimamura, 21; II Zenpei Fujiwara 3:2-3; 

III Konkō Kyōso Gorikai, 3). 

I start off with this because I need to 

know that all of you are here for the 

proper reason.  If you are here for a vaca-

tion, it means you will get nothing out of 

this workshop and you should leave to 

enjoy yourselves.  If you are here for spiri-

tual development, then I hope you will 

open your hearts and allow yourselves to 

be vulnerable to gain the most out of this 

workshop.  Thank you. 

My co-presenter today is the Rever-

end Shūko Tsuda.  Tsuda Sensei is from 

the Konkō Church of Amagasaki and was 

ordained in 1992.  Shūko Sensei and I are 

classmates when I first entered the Kon-

kōkyō Seminary.  She is from a very pro-

gressive church in Japan.  

Please watch this YouTube video of 

the Konkō Church of Amagasaki:  http://

youtu.be/otRM_MSZtss 

Have you ever seen a church with four 

okekkai [mediation seat] before?  I have 

seen two, but never four.  And did you see 

the lines?  Believers will wait 10, 15, 30 

minutes or more just to do Toritsugi.  As 

Reverend Hashimoto once stated, “What a 

grateful problem to have!” 

The Essence of Konkōkyō 

In order to understand Toritsugi, we 

must begin with the foundation of our 

Faith.  The essence of Konkōkyō is not 

Toritsugi, appreciation, or aiyo kakeyo 

[interdependence].  For me, the founda-

tion of Konkōkyō is love.  I say this be-

cause your ministers did not become sen-

sei because the job pays well.  Without 

love, our ministers would not be sitting at 

the okekkai; work outside of their respec-

tive churches to keep it operational 

(many of our ministers do this); and pray 

on behalf of others when they have given 

up on God.  And believe me, being a 

minister is not the sexiest job or a great 

catch line for a date either.  Can you 

imagine going to a bar and saying, “Hi, 

I’m a Konkōkyō minister”?  Sexy, huh?!  

Without love, our Founder would 

have never accepted Kami’s [God] call-

ing to him to quit his farming occupation 

and live his life as a mediator between 

Kami and humanity.  Without love, why 

would God have sent the Founder to us?  

Why would God want us to be happy?  

Why would we even be here?   

I learned this quintessential fact from 

my spiritual mentor and her family.  Al-

beit she never said that the foundation of 

Konkōkyō is love; it was the actions of 

her, her husband, and children that taught 

this fundamental truth to me.  Even with 

YOU’RE NOT GOING TO LIKE WHAT YOU HEAR  

by Rev . Todd Z. Takahashi , Ed.D.  

http://youtu.be/otRM_MSZtss
http://youtu.be/otRM_MSZtss
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[service of love] for all of us.  Please keep that in mind 

the next time you go to church. 

Truths 

Furthermore, it is important to understand that a 

sensei has accepted the following three truths as a min-

ister, regardless of wherever and whatever capacity they 

are doing goyō in: 

(a)  Ministers are constantly surrounded by and re-

ceiving the blessings [megumi] and favor [okage] of 

God.   

(b)  Ministers are receiving Kami’s love; 

(c)  And God trusts and is relying on the minister 

and vice-versa.   

The last truth is important, as this is where salvation 

through Toritsugi takes place.  Without Kami believing 

and trusting in ministers and vice-versa, God’s precious 

children [ujiko] cannot be saved.  We as ministers must 

believe in Kami, as well as know and trust that okage 

will be received.   

Finally, it is important to understand that all minis-

ters are representatives of Konkō Sama; that each okek-

kai is where Ikigami Konkō Daijin’s spirit is and is 

working; and that the words sensei imparts to us from 

the okekkai are words of love from Kami.  

However, we have a problem. 

 

all of my flaws, she loves me.  Even with all the stupid 

mistakes I make, she never stops praying for me.  Why?  

Because of the essence of Konkōkyō. . . love. 

Throughout this workshop, you will hear me refer-

ring to this fundamental truth that love is the essence of 

Konkōkyō.  

Toritsugi-Mediators 

Mediators are those who have dedicated their lives 

to Kami and humanity.  However, some of us may have 

a misperception of what our ministers do on an every-

day basis.  I know I sure did.  As a child, I thought that 

all sensei did was sit at the okekkai; read a long, boring, 

Japanese paper [norito/saishi]; and talk to people at a 

desk.  When it was time for a service, I really did think 

all they did was slap some food onto the sambō 

[offeratory trays]; and put on a smurf-hat and robes.  I 

used to tell myself, “I can do that.  Sensei is lazy.”  But 

I was poorly mistaken.  

Sensei’s Day 

As you heard from Joanne Sensei and Kishii Sensei, 

they do more than just sit at the okekkai.  There is the 

preparation for the ceremonies: buying offerings, clean-

ing them, cleaning the altars, writing the saishi [main 

prayer before the altar], making the tamagushi 

[offertory branches], etc.  Sensei also does the daily 

prayer services; maintains the church and its property; 

visits sick and elderly members; participates in commu-

nity functions, committees, and events; performs ser-

vices outside of church; and the list goes on.  As all of 

you know, many of our minsters need to work outside 

of the church in order to keep the church functioning as 

well.  And yet, amongst all of that, our ministers love 

you so much they are willing to continue their goyō 
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We Have a Problem 

 When you looked at the first set of pictures, 

immediately many of you were able to name these 

ministers: Reverend Kuroda and Reverend Yoshino.  

You easily identified them as ministers; and I would 

not doubt in your heart you identified them as sensei.  

However, in the second set of pictures, some of you 

named them as sensei and others by Rod and Joanne.  

Here is the problem: Did you really identify Rod Sen-

sei and Joanne Sensei as ministers?  Many of you grew 

up with Hashimoto Sensei and Tolosa Sensei.  You 

knew them when they were believers.  For the younger 

members, you probably heard your parents call them 

Rod and/or Joanne, thus you began calling them as 

such.  And that’s a problem. 

Ikigami Konkō Daijin’s Representative 

My spiritual mentor is the Reverend Wakiko Igawa, 

associate minister at the Konko Church of Whittier-

Rose Hill.  When I first met her and even during the 

first few months I was at WRH Church, I often called 

her mommy.  However, one day, she sat me down and 

taught me: 
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If you keep calling me mommy, that’s the only 

kind of okage you can receive. However, because I am 

a minister like you, Ikigami Konkō Daijin stands be-

hind us.  Every time you say Rev. Igawa, you will re-

ceive that kind of favor.  And that is true for all minis-

ters. 

In other words, every time you add reverend before 

or sensei after a minister’s name, immediately Ikigami 

Konkō Daijin stands behind the minister.  Wakiko 

Sensei was saying that as mommy she might have toku 

[virtue/spiritual power] but not the same kind of toku 

as Ikigami Konkō Daijin.  My question is when you 

seek mediation or talk to a minister, whose virtue do 

you want that minister to have: the minister’s personal 

virtue or Ikigami Konkō Daijin’s? 

I realize for some of you it may still be hard to see 

your minister as anything more than a friend, parent, 

spouse, partner, etc.  However, we must begin the 

process of moving in that direction if you want to be 

saved.  For those of you who are children, grandchil-

dren, relatives or spouses of ministers, please listen to 

Ms Aimee Yasutake’s, a Konkō Church of Wailuku 

member, testimony of how she began to receive her 

mother’s—Reverend Hisayo Yasutake (Wailuku’s 

Head Minister)—mediation.   

Please go to this link to listen to Ms Aimee Yasu-

take’s testimony: http://youtu.be/io8MM8s_mjE   

According to Aimee’s brother, the Reverend Roy 

Yasutake, Aimee hardly did Toritsugi before the 2010 

KMH-KCNA Joint Conference, and now she is con-

stantly receiving it.  

However, there are those of you who may still 

view ministers as friends.  I want to introduce you to a 

wonderful friend, Dr. Karen Kobayashi, a Konkō 

Church of Vancouver member.  In speaking with her, 

there is one specific phrase that I picked up every time 

she would speak about Reverend Hashimoto: She 

would always describe Rod Sensei as, “her minister.”  

Please note that this did not happen over night! 

Do not think that this is a new issue.  Absolutely 

not!  We can definitely learn from history, and from an 

apostle of the second Konkō Sama, Shijin Konkō.  In 

this video, you will see a re-enactment of an actual story 

that took place in Konkōkyō history between the Rever-

end Matsuhei Katsura (KC of Kokura, Founding Minis-

ter) and the Reverend Setsutane Konkō, the Third 

Konkō Sama. 

Please go to this link to watch the epic story of  

Katsura Sensei and Sandai Konkō Sama: http://

youtu.be/6m4S7ppqIOE  

Toritsugi 

Please watch the following YouTube video before 

continuing: http://youtu.be/-e21mRZi6n8  

The one common denominator amongst all of these 

churches is Toritsugi.  There are two kinds of Toritsugi: 

(a) within one’s heart, and (b) okekkai [mediation seat].  

We can definitely do mediation in our heart for every-

thing and anything, which is really what we all should 

be doing.  However, as Aimee pointed out this is one-

sided and through the okekkai the minister is revealing 

Kami’s heart and teachings to us.  Furthermore, today’s 

workshop is based on okekkai-toritsugi. 

Okekkai, the Toilet  

When I say Toritsugi, your image might be of 

something clean and what you typically think of when 

you go to church.  However, this is my image of the 

okekkai:

http://youtu.be/io8MM8s_mjE
http://youtu.be/6m4S7ppqIOE
http://youtu.be/6m4S7ppqIOE
http://youtu.be/-e21mRZi6n8
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Isn’t it beautiful?  However, this is reality.  The dirtiest 

part of the church must be the okekkai!  This is where 

we should be going to not just to ask sensei for prayers 

when we are ill, but to give sensei our problems and 

hearts.  Regardless of what it is—relationship issues, 

finances, drugs and/or alcohol addiction, jobs, etc.—

we need to express our inner most struggles at the 

place of mediation.  The okekkai was never meant to 

be a clean place, a place to say hi to sensei, “buy ex-

pensive rice,” or place your offerings.  

Kuboi-Tokoro [Depression] 

The Founder described the okekkai as the kuboi 

tokoro (KT).  A KT is a depression in the ground.  

However, I was pleasantly surprised when I found a 

definition in an online Japanese dictionary that de-

scribes it in this way: “A place where people in various 

bad circumstances gather.”  This is what the KT is.  In 

a teaching, Konkō Daijin taught: “Like the way water 

gathers into a depression, all the world’s problems 

gather in this Hiromae” (Oboecho, 19:7-1).  The KT is 

the okekkai, the dirtiest part of the church.  Although 

dirty, it exudes love. 

This is the place where you bring your problems 

and issues.  This is where salvation is found.  I will be 

honest; I did not understand this at first.  For a long 

time, I just thought it was the place you were supposed 

to go seeking healing, giving sensei my supplications, 

and saying thank you.   

My Great-Grandmother: Iwa Habu 

Growing up, I was taught a formula that 60% of my 

prayers were supposed to be appreciation, 30% apol-

ogy, and 10% request.  I suffered greatly because those 

who taught us this formula did not understand that this 

formula is the direction our prayers and mediation 

should be headed in as we advance in our faith.  This 

formula does not allow for salvation when one is suffer-

ing. 

  My great-grandmother was on her deathbed and I 

followed that formula to the “t.”  I lied about things I 

was grateful and apologetic for just to pray for my great

-grandmother’s salvation.  I desperately wanted her to 

live.  When she passed away, I was beyond being upset 

at God.  I hated Kami Sama.  I thought Tenchi Kane no 

Kami was a fraud.  What deity/parent wants and needs 

its children to make false prayers of apology and appre-

ciation to it.  I hated God so much; I quit Konkōkyō for 

a whole year.  I refused to believe in Kami Sama until 

just before I entered the Konkōkyō Seminary.   

So much emphasis is being placed on thanksgiving, 

apology, and request; especially feign appreciation.  I 

truly question this.  How are people to be saved if the 

apology and appreciation being expressed is not based 

on love and sincerity?  The Reverend Shūko Tsuda said 

it best: 

When our hearts are in pain, the last thing one wants 

to hear from a minister is “You must apologize for this, 

you must be grateful for that.”  They want to know they 

are being heard; that their ministers understand and are 



Page 13 

VOLUME 40,  NUMBER 1  

praying for their suffering.  When they receive okage 

and realize [on their own] what okage they have re-

ceived, that believer will return grateful and apolo-

getic.  That gratitude and apology will come from their 

hearts.  Kami Sama accepts that kind of sincere appre-

ciation and apology faster!  As believers progress in 

their faith, their otodoke [mediation] will surely change 

to that of appreciation and apology.  It is the natural 

development of faith.  

Due to that experience, I have learned that this 

“formula” is goal for all of us, and NOT one to be put 

into effect immediately!  As one’s faith progresses, so 

will the direction of their prayers and otodoke. 

Okekkai: The Meeting of Two Worlds 

The word okekkai is made up of two characters 

that describe the function of Torisugi perfectly: 結

(bind/join)界(world).  Thus, the okekkai is a place 

that binds two worlds together.  The altar area symbol-

izes the world of Kami (kami-yo) and the worship hall 

represents the world of humanity (nin-yo).  Therefore, 

the okekkai is where the world of Kami and humanity 

are allowed to meet.  It is where we as humans can 

meet Kami, as humans with all of our imperfections. 

Kagare [Impurities]  

  At a minister’s gathering in Hawai’i, the Rever-

end Dr. Shinkichi Kawai (KC of Nakano, Head Minis-

ter) shared with us his thoughts on the term kegare that 

has nearly been made extinct in Konkōkyō.  Kawai 

Sensei says that we need that word.  The okekkai is the 

place where kegare is welcomed and how people are 

saved.  

Allow me to share with you two teachings from the 

Founder relating to kegare: “He is a kami that doesn’t 

care about impurities as long as you do not forget His 

grace” (I Mitsugorō Ichimura I, 2:2) and “Till now, 

there have been only kami which tabooed impurities.  If 

impurities are tabooed, people cannot be saved.  The 

kami I believe in does not taboo impurities.  You must 

understand this” (I Mitsugorō Ichimura I, 3:1). 

When we think about impurities, we think of dirty 

and shameful acts/things.  These impurities can be a 

break up in a relationship, financial hardship, one’s sex-

ual orientation, personal issues, bankruptcy, one’s past, 

work relationships, etc.  What we might think of as an 

impurity, embarrassment, or something we do not want 

sensei to know, is the exact thing we should be seeking 

Toritsugi for. 

Your minister does not sit at the okekkai for good 

looks.  Your minister loves you so much that s/he sits at 

the okekkai waiting for you.  S/He is waiting to hear 

your heart regardless of how embarrassing you think the 

issue maybe.  That okekkai is a toilet where the gunk in 

your heart is disposed of.   

When you are constipated, you suffer physically.  

When you are constipated in the heart and mind, your 

suffering shows on your face and it takes a toll on your 

body.  The late Bishop Yoshiaki Fukuda (KC of San 

Francisco, Founding Minister) once taught, “One can-

not ever be completely healed until the heart is com-

pletely healed.”  Why suffer on your own?  Just as the 

Reverend Shōhei Tsuda (KC of Amagasaki, Assistant 

Head Minister) stated in the video, “together we rejoice, 

cry, and suffer.  Kami is always by our side. God re-

joices with us, cries with us, and suffers with us.  Kami 

accepts us for who we are, our life, and our thoughts.”  

Your minister is there to take all of those impurities, 

offer your heart to Kami Sama, and pray for your salva-

tion.  Your minister is there to help heal your heart. 
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Issues 

I realize that there are other issues that may plague 

you from seeking Toritsugi: language barrier, sensitiv-

ity issues, and green (new/inexperienced) ministers.  I 

want to address these matters right now by first re-

minding you of some points previously covered: 

(a)  The essence of Konkōkyō is love;  

(b) When you say reverend before or sensei after a 

minister’s name, Ikigami Konkō Daijin stands behind 

that minister; 

(c) The words from the okekkai are from Kami.  

That being stated let me start off by dealing with 

the language barrier. 

Language Barrier 

Let me repeat myself by saying that a minister 

does not sit at the okekkai for no reason at all.  That 

minister loves you and regardless if s/he understands 

what you are saying or not, the moment you say, 

“Reverend Yuasa or Reverend Igawa,” you no longer 

have to worry about a language barrier, for Ikigami 

Konkō Daijin is listening to you.   

Your minister knows you are coming with a heavy 

heart.  Your minister knows that there is a possibility 

that s/he may not understand you.  But that does not 

mean s/he is not going to pray for your salvation.  

Many of the ministers here in the North America Dio-

cese were ordained during the Fourth Konkō Sama’s 

tenure.  The Reverend Kagamitarō Konkō did not 

speak English at all, and these individuals were able to 

see past that.  Just because they do not speak your lan-

guage, does not mean they do not care.  They love 

you!  So, like Ms. Aimee Yasutake said, “Just try it.”   

Sensitivity Issues 

My doctorial research was based on the Konkōkyō 

Seminary.  And I can tell you; never in the history of 

the seminary was there a course on sensitivity.  At pre-

sent, many Christian theological schools have such 

courses, but we do not.  In Konkōkyō, it is sort of as-

sumed that ministers are going to be sensitive.  That 

being stated, it does not excuse the insensitivity of our 

ministers, however it does not mean they do not love 

and care about you either.  Please talk to your minister 

about how you feel.  If you feel they are being insensi-

tive, share that with them.  We as ministers need to 

know.  

Any teacher will tell you that we have our students’ 

best intentions in mind when we are in the classroom.  

Sometimes we do not know how our students perceive 

us.  When a student approaches us and asks, “Do you 

not like me,” believe me it wakes us up; and a dialogue 

ensues.  Have that dialogue with your minister.  They 

need to learn as well. 

Green Ministers 

When ministers first become ministers, we some-

times can be very passionate (for some overly passion-

ate) and in the process we make mistakes.  Believe me, 

I should know.  If a minister were lucky to have the 

guidance of a mentor, as I was, then mistakes and insen-

sitivity would be less.  For green ministers, speak with a 

senior minister about that individual.  Let the elder min-

ister handle the situation.  This way the green minister 

gets the proper training from the right source.  

Not Just KCNA 

Please know that these are not issues that plague 

KCNA only.  In fact, let me share with you my story.  I 
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too had issues with my present head minister.  I could 

not condone his actions any longer, thus I estranged 

myself from the Konkō Church of Honolulu for three 

years.  However, my mistake was I never confronted 

him about all the issues that had come up.  If I had just 

been honest and spoken to him, I would not have 

wasted three years away from my church.  Now, the 

two of us are doing goyō together.  We listen to each 

other, and even though we may not always agree; I am 

very grateful that he listens to me and takes my opin-

ions into consideration.  In fact, if it were not for this 

conference, our relationship would not have become as 

close as it is today.   

Examples of Salvation through Toritsugi 

When we receive Toritsugi, I ask you to keep in 

mind three elements previously shared: 

(a) The essence of Konkōkyō: Love 

(b) The when you say Reverend Byron or Uzunoe 

Sensei, the moment you add reverend before or sensei 

after that minister’s name, Ikigami Konkō Daijin 

stands behind that minister 

(c) The words imparted from the okekkai are 

words of love from Kami. 

What is important about studying about apostles, 

disciples, and believers who sought the Founder’s 

Toritsugi is we have a record of the kind of suffering 

they endured and salvation they received through 

Toritsugi.  We have examples to turn to and learn 

from.  This is why the apostles/disciples course at FTI 

is very important.  

Shino Toshimori (Konkō Chuch of Mitsumasa) 

In Shino’s case, her son was stricken with an ill-

ness.  She was desperate to save him.  She heard of 

Konkō Daijin and decided to see him.  Please note that 

it is 24.3 miles from Shino’s home to the hiromae.  

Shino walked all the way to the Founder’s worship hall 

carrying her son.  However, when she got there, it was 

dark.  She worried that the Founder was asleep.  Just as 

she was about to turn around, the door opened.  The 

Founder said, “Kami Sama has been anxiously awaiting 

your arrival.” 

Shino told the Founder everything.  Then Konkō 

Daijin revealed this famous teaching to her:  “The light 

that the Sun shines upon us is a divine blessing. So too 

for the rain that falls.  Kami lets all humans live amid 

divine blessings.  People are born into, live and die 

amid divine blessings” (II Shino Toshimori 1).  This 

teaching became so crucial to Shino that she shared it 

with family and friends.  It became the heart of the KC 

of Mitsumasa.  Due to the Founder’s Toritsugi, Shino 

and her son helped to spread Konkōkyō all over Japan 

including Shikoku and Kyūshū Islands, as well as vari-

ous parts of Okayama and Hyōgo Prefectures. 

Saki Aoi (Konko Church of Shōzu and Nōma) 

Although stories of people’s illnesses being cured 

are quite common in Konkōkyō, the Kyōten also has 

examples of individuals who have gone through what 

we would consider modern day problems.  The story of 

Saki Aoi is a perfect one.   

Saki came from a modest family.  She was very 

dedicated to her parents.  She married—for not even 

lack of a better word—a jerk.  This man used her fam-

ily’s money; physically and psychologically abused 

Saki; and had affairs.  

 Saki was desperate not just for her own situation, 

but also her parents as they were ill.  Thus, she visited 

the Founder.  Here’s my dilemma with Saki’s story, 
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everything I have researched about her, I cannot find 

what Konkō Daijin might have said that gave this 

abused woman the courage to divorce her husband and 

kick him out of the house.  However, whatever Konkō 

Daijin may have imparted from the okekkai, empow-

ered Saki.  She went on to found two churches on the 

Island of Shōdo.  Her son Masutaro went on to become 

the head minister at the Konkō Church of Shōzu, after 

Saki founded the Nōma church. 

Interestingly, after Saki’s passing, her ex-husband 

went to the Shōzu church and demanded of his son to 

take him in.  Masutaro did so with great love and com-

passion.  And from that day, Saki’s ex-husband felt 

great remorse for his actions that every day until he 

died, he visited Saki’s grave and apologized.  

The power of Toritsugi saved not only Saki, her 

parents and son, but also in the end salvation was ex-

tended to her ex-husband.  Remember, this was the 

same man who squandered the Aoi family finances, 

physically and psychologically abused Saki, and had 

committed adultery.  It was through Toritsugi that 

Saki’s family was saved and in the end her ex-husband 

found salvation. 

Mr. Masayuki Inoue (Konkō Church of Kuro-

saki) 

However, what do we do when we do not have 

concrete examples like Saki and Shino’s?   We clearly 

do not have a case in the Kyōten where a young man/

woman comes out to family and friends as being gay.  

We clearly do not have a case in the Kyōten where a 

man or woman has struggled with their sexuality.  And 

in the case of Mr. Masayuki Inoue, we do not have an 

example from the Kyōten to turn to.  Please read Mr. 

Inoue’s article (Ed: on page 14-15) to know his story. 

For those who understand Japanese please look at 

the following link to watch his story: http://youtu.be/

OrHneEaUtqg  

In the case of Mr. Inoue, a seminarian, we look to 

the teachings.  Mr. Inoue shared with me that Rev. 

Shōhei Tsuda did not treat him any differently because 

of his sexual orientation and that made a huge differ-

ence to him.  No one chooses to be gay.  Why would 

Mr. Inoue choose to live a more difficult life?  The 

Founder taught: “From Tenchi Kane no Kami, people 

receive a body and part of Kami’s soul” (II Gihe’e Fu-

kushima 2:2). One’s sexual orientation is innate, thus 

preordained by God.   

In this situation, what does our Founder impart that 

helps us embrace Mr. Inoue as a human being: 

Since Tenchi Kane no Kami is the parent kami of 

this world, all people who live between Heaven and 

Earth are the children of Parent God regardless of 

whether they practice this Faith or not.  (III Jinkyū 

Kyōgoroku 32) 

All people are children of Kami.  There is no one 

who does not belong.  (II Mitsujirō Satō 12) 

Which individual is more important, you or 

someone else?  All are human beings.  (III Shinkun 2-2) 

Speak ill of no religion.  Everyone is a child of 

Tenchi Kane no Kami.  Having different religions is the 

same as having children in difference occupations.  A 

parent may have a carpenter, plasterer, gambler, and a 

merchant as his children.  People may belong to 

different religions, but they are all children of God.  We 

all have our personal likes and dislikes.  Some like soba 

noodles, while others prefer udon noodles or something 

else.  Because people like different things, do not 

http://youtu.be/OrHneEaUtqg
http://youtu.be/OrHneEaUtqg
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criticize people’s preferences. (II Mitsujirō Satō 14:1-

2) 

There are those who speak ill of others.  The 

slander Shintō and Buddhist  religions.  Imagine 

having children of which one became a Buddhist 

monk, one a  Christian reverend, one a Shintō priest, 

another a government official, one a  craftsman, and 

another a merchant.  If someone slandered one of your 

children, would you, as a parent feel happy?  When 

slandering others, you do not reflect Kami’s heart.  

Buddha, Christ, or any other founder of a religion are 

all Kami’s beloved children. (II Norio Satō 4:3-5). 

The important point is that, at the okekkai, you are 

not judged for who and what you are!  Regardless if 

you are male or female, 5 or 500 years old, gay or 

straight, at the okekkai, you are an ujiko [precious 

child of God]!  In the eyes of Parent Kami, you are His 

precious child!  And it was and is through Toritsugi 

that Mr. Inoue has been finding salvation.  Through 

Ikigami Konkō Daijn’s Toritsugi, Mr. Inoue and his 

whole family have been saved.  However, Mr. Inoue 

had to first find the courage, then allow himself to be 

vulnerable, in order to get all the kegare out of his 

system first. 

 I Believe in You 

Over two days, we covered a great deal:   

(a) Universal Law of Intent; (b) Foundation of Konkō-

kyō: Love; (c) Toritsugi Mediators (aka Sensei); (d) 

Toritsugi; (e) Kuboi-Tokoro; (f) issues with Toritsugi; 

and (g) case-studies.  That is a great deal for one work-

shop!  But the most important point is your salvation.  

Let me repeat the late Bishop Yoshiaki Fukuda’s 

teaching, “One cannot ever be completely healed, until 

the heart is completely healed.”   

 Ladies and Gentlemen, will you take the next 

step in your faith development?  Will you take that en-

velope that has your “I am” sheet and your problem in 

it; and place it in the KT here (please read Reverend 

Richard Dusek’s article in the last KR to learn about 

what attendants did at the workshop).  Your heart will 

be delivered to the minister you addressed it to.  I know 

this is going to be the hardest part of the workshop.  It 

requires you to be vulnerable, knowing your minister is 

going to learn more about you that you never shared.  It 

requires courage and risk-taking, because once put in 

the KT, you can never get it back.  Finally, it requires 

faith in your minister.  You have to know that your min-

ister loves you!  Your minister is sitting at the okekkai 

everyday waiting for you.  So I leave you with this final 

question.  What is your intent on being here at this Con-

ference?  If it was for a vacation, you have wasted your 

time being here.  I pray that you are here for the right 

reason.   

Finally, I have said all that I needed to say.  I want 

to leave you with this final video and let them have the 

final words.   

Please watch this YouTube video: http://youtu.be/

vPGinDTAbS4  

 

Mahalo nui to Reverend Roderick Hashimoto, Dr. Karen M. 

Kobayashi, Reverend Amy Uzunoe, and Mr. Scott Wong for the 

invitation to be a part of an incredible weekend.  Mahalo nui to 

Dr. Megumi Segawa (KC of Ōsaka) for her professional 

translating skills.  Mahalo to my co-presenter the Reverend 

Shūko Tsuda, for her powerful stories that complimented the 

workshop.  And finally mahalo to all the attendants at this 

year’s conference, especially those who came with the right 

intent and opened their hearts to participate in the Kuboi 

Tokoro project. 

http://youtu.be/vPGinDTAbS4
http://youtu.be/vPGinDTAbS4


My name is Masayuki Inoue and I am 

22 years old. 

When I was 15 years old, I tried to 

commit suicide.  I slept with a kitchen 

knife under my pillow.  I thought about 

jumping from a high building.  Also, I 

intentionally stopped eating. 

There are several reasons why I 

wanted to die, and one of the biggest rea-

sons was since childhood, I often saw my 

grandfather scolding my grandmother and 

my father yelling at my mother. 

My grandfather was bedridden and 

my father often became sick.  They were 

having trouble with their health and that 

might have been the reason why they 

were mean to my grandmother and 

mother.  But as a child, I did not under-

stand any of that and simply felt very 

sorry for my grandmother and mother. 

In such an environment, I started to 

feel that being a male or behaving like a 

man was something bad, or rather some-

thing that would hurt others. 

I became unable to act like a boy.  I 

had difficulty sitting with my legs crossed.  

I became unable to use the boy’s bath-

room.  Also I recall talking like a girl us-

ing a feminine form of speech. 

I started behaving like that when I was 

in elementary and middle school. Gradu-

ally, I became more isolated and some-

times other kids made fun of me. 

I started to be afraid of others.  I 

stopped going to school.  I could hardly 

go outside of the house. I also began to 

hide my homosexuality. 

There were many other things that 

caused emotional stress and I began to 

consider suicide. 

In that circumstance, God guided me 

to the Reverend Shohei Tsuda from the 

Konko Church of Amagasaki, who saved 

my life.  I began to practice seeking 

Toritsugi with Rev. Tsuda every day. 

At the okkekai, I told Rev. Tsuda 

about my suffering and things I could not 

share with other people, and he mediated 

all of my suffering to Kami Sama for me.  

For example, I told him about my sexual 

orientation; and kids in my elementary 

and middle school making fun of me 

calling me “gay” (the students used a de-

rogatory form of the word gay).  Just to 

tell Sensei about these issues through 

Toritsugi required me to have quite a bit 

of courage, but I did not run away from 

my problems and I shared them all with 

him. 

Rev. Tsuda did not seem surprised by 

what I said.  He did not put my problems 

aside either.  His attitude made me real-

ize that regardless of whatever and who-

ever I am, I will be accepted at the ok-

kekai.  This gave me a tremendous 

amount of relief.   

MY STORY OF UNCONDIT IONAL LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE by Mr. Masayuki Inoue 

Page 
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Mr. Masayuki Inoue  
is a Seminarian at  

Konkokyo Headquarters  

and a believer at the  

Konko Church of Kurosaki 

(Fukuoka Prefecture,  

Japan) 

 

This article (full title—  

“I am Gay: My Story of 

Unconditional Love and 

Acceptance”) was translated 

into English by Dr. Megumi 

Segawa, a believer from the 

Konko Church of Osaka 
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At the okekkai, I told Rev. Tsuda everything that 

happened around me everyday.  One of the more seri-

ous issues I shared with him was I got involved in a 

fraud. 

When I went for Toritsugi, I received guidance 

from God that was appropriate for each situation I was 

in.  I followed the advice Kami Sama gave me through 

Toritsugi in my every day life.  In this way, I received 

God’s favor and was saved.  

I was afraid of people and could not go outside of 

the house, but by living with Kami Sama, I gradually 

overcame the problem and eventually could go out 

again.   Getting involved with a fraud was a huge issue, 

but in the end everything worked out and it is no 

longer a problem.   

I detested masculinity and I sought Toritsugi about 

that, as well.  I realized it was sort of my misunder-

standing and I came to accept the masculine side of me.  

I made lots of male friends at my college and had a 

good time.  I have not resolved issues associated with 

my sexual orientation, but I have been doing Toritsugi 

with Rev. Tsuda and I would like to continue to work 

on resolving the issues related to my homosexuality. 

Nowadays, I spend everyday at ease as I keep pray-

ing to God and continuing to receive Toritsugi. 

You can receive guidance through Toritsugi that 

could lead you toward salvation.  At the same time, you 

will gain the sense of unconditional love and acceptance 

from your minister as you develop a relationship with 

him or her.  I believe Toritsugi is particularly significant 

as it gives you the assurance that you will be accepted 

no matter who and what you are. 

This is the end of my story.  Thank you very much. 
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This year marks the 200th year since 

our Founder’s birth. The Founder of the 

Konko Faith was born on September 29, 

1814, in a small village called Urami 

(present-day Konko Town, Okayama 

Prefecture, Japan) as the second son of 

Juhei and Shimo Kandori, both farmers. 

He was given the name Genshichi. In the 

fall of 1825, he was adopted by Kumejiro 

and Iwa Kawate, also farmers, and re-

named Bunjiro, or Bunji. With the death 

of his adoptive father, he became the 

head of the Kawate household at age 23. 

Bunji was a hard worker, and as a re-

sult, earned the villager’s great trust and 

became considerably prosperous. How-

ever, as humble and sincere as Bunji was, 

he could not escape sufferings. He experi-

enced seven deaths in his family, and in 

1855, collapsed and became bedridden 

with a serious illness. He continued to 

pray, acknowledge and accept of his 

faults, and apologized for his irreverences. 

The deity forgave Bunji and promised that 

he would recover from his illness. This 

deity was Kami, and in this way an inter-

dependent relationship between Kami and 

people was opened to the world. 

After his recovery, Bunji became a 

devoted believer and lived according to 

Kami's wishes. On November 15, 1859, 

Bunji received a request from Kami to 

help others by performing mediation be-

tween them and Kami. Bunji accepted this 

request and fully committed himself to 

performing Mediation at the Worship 

Hall of his home. This was the beginning 

of the Konko Faith. 

On October 10, 1883, at the age of 

sixty-nine, Konko Daijin passed away 

peacefully. Konko Daijin taught us, “My 

physical body is a hindrance, as it pre-

vents me from going to other places.  But 

after my physical form departs, I will be 

able to go wherever I am requested.” 

Though he passed away, the spiritual 

force that gives us energy refers to the 

workings of Konko Daijin even after his 

death. 

Because Konko Daijin was born, we, 

who are here today, are able to realize the 

divine blessings we receive.  Let all of us 

who were born as “Kami’s children”, 

understand the Founder’s faith.  Let us 

realize the relationship between ourselves 

and the universe, renew awareness of 

Tenchi Kane No Kami’s blessings, enjoy 

daily lives filled with gratitude, happi-

ness and patience, and let us practice our 

faith to realize that “Kami and people 

live together” every day. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY KONKO DAI J IN by Rev . Nobuharu Uzunoe 

Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe  

is the Head Minister at the 

Konko Church of Gardena  

 

He contributed this article for 

the 200th Anniversary of the 

Founder’s birth. 

 

 

 



Birth: 9/18/13 – Bryce Reid Mitsuzo Fukuda, 

welcome to the world! Congratulations to proud par-

ents Candace & Steven Fukuda and grandparents 

Mr. & Mrs. Nobusuke Fukuda, and Mr.  & 

Mrs.Thomas Chong! 

It is with sadness we share her passing of the Late 

Mrs. Nancy Bae Chun “Mae” Tiu on Sept 16. Our 

deepest sympathy to the Tiu Family including her 

daughter Tami Matsuno and the Matsuno Family. 

We pray for her eternal peace and happiness. 

We are grateful our Shinto Kai (Believers’ Group) 

President, Kenneth Oyama, has been able to return 

to his home during Thanksgiving week, in time for 

Thanksgiving, after 8 whole months away at medical 

and home care facilities. Ken is given great care at 

home by his wife Alice and Alice’s sisters Lena and 

Mitsuko. It is truly divine favor, as a hospital doctor 

did not anticipate Ken would ever be able to return 

home. He is steadily recovering. Thank you for your 

continued prayers for his recovery. 

At our Monthly Tenchi Kane no Kami and De-

cember Memorial Service on Dec 1, we celebrated 

Mrs. Yasuko Mitani Butler’s 88 years of life (Beiju) 

and her 10+years of keeping the church grounds beauti-

ful and free of leaves by sweeping twice a week. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 

UNICEF “New Year’s Day - One-Day Monetary Col-

lection Drive” towards relief efforts for children devas-

tated by Typhoon Haiyan late last year. Rev. Tolosa 

brought a total of $650 in donations - $500 from 

KCSF’s congregation and $150 raised by Konko Propa-

gation Hall of South San Francisco - when she pre-

sented the $1,000 donation check from the Konko 

Churches of North America to Ms. Emily Brouwer, 

UNICEF Major Gifts Officer. 

Please look our for the new bimonthly KCSF news-

letter “Konko Bridges,” just launched this January 

2014. 

From Mar 21-22, the New York Konko Faith Gath-

erings will be held: 3/21 (Friday) – informal gathering 

at a coffee shop near Union Square. 3/22 (Saturday) – 

Spring Grand Ceremony at a believer’s home in Har-

lem. Please contact Rev. Tolosa for details. (415) 425-

2331. 

San Francisco  

KCNA CHURCH NEWS  

Fresno              

On Nov 7, the 130th Year for the Founder and 

Grand Ceremony was held with officiating ministers 

Rev. Joanne Tolosa, Rev. Byron Ishiwata and Rev 

Masaru Okazaki.  The Kyoten reading and piano mu-

sic was given by James Sakata.  Rev Tolosa delivered 

the sermon that was enjoyed by all.  Thank you to eve-

ryone who participated and attended to make this a 

wonderful service! 

 

The following dates are the Fresno Church’s Year 

end and upcoming major events:  Monthly Memorial 

and Purification Service on Sun., Dec 28 at 11am, Mo-

chitsuki Day Mon Dec 29, and New year Service Janu-

ary 1, 2014.  It is the Season to wish you all best 

wishes for the coming year from all of us in Fresno. 
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To our gratitude, three couples attended the 130th 

Anniversary Ikigami Konko Daijin Grand Ceremony 

both at our Headquarters and KC Airaku. Our believers 

association president Mr. Tim Ogawa and his wife 

May and his cousin Mr. Kurt Nakaoka and his wife 

Nancy traveled Japan with Revs. Masanori & Kanako 

Takeuchi from Oct. 5 to Oct. 18. 

Tim-san and Kurt-san are the third generation’s 

Japanese Americans and this was their first time to visit 

Japan. Rev. Takeuchi took them to visit KC Isurugi and 

Kenrokuen Park in Kanazawa. They stayed two nights 

in Kyoto and visited as many shrines & temples as pos-

sible. After attending the grand ceremony in our Head-

quarters they went to Imari where Rev. Takeuchi’s fa-

ther had been mayor for 24 years. Imari is famous for 

pottery and they visited Hanyo park where there were 

many pottery shops. 

KC Chicago’s 130th Anniversary Ikigami Konko 

Daijin Grand Ceremony was held on Oct. 27. It was 

filled with Kami's awesome workings. The weather 

was perfect at this time of the season and there were 

more persons coming to join it than I thought. 27 

adults and 6 kids witnessed the beautiful cere-

mony.  Mr. Tim Ogawa presented our Japan faith trip 

by using a projector during the ceremony. It was so 

great and well prepared that every attendee was easy 

to understand how blessed our faith trip had been.  

2014 is one of the most important years for KC 

Chicago. Konkokyo will celebrate the 200th year 

birthday of our founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin; KC 

Airaku, parent church of Revs. Takeuchi will cele-

brate the 100th year birthday of its founding minister, 

Rev. Soichiro Otsubo; and we will also have our 5th 

Anniversary Ikigami Konko Daijin Grand Ceremony 

on Sunday, Nov. 2, 2014. We hope Rev. Kiyoji 

Konko, second son of our Principal Mediator, may be 

our guest speaker. 

 

Chicago          

Gardena           

On July 21, the Gardena church had its annual 

chicken teriyaki sale. Orders were taken and members 

came to help cook and prepare the plates.  Sales were 

higher than last year according to official records. 

Construction of a charnel house began on August 1. 

It will be located across the small worship hall where 

the office used to be. After permission from the City of 

Gardena was granted, contractors tore down the walls 

and doorway to begin construction. It is designed to re-

semble the Founder's gravesite in Konko Town, Japan. 

It is expected to be completed in time for the upcoming 

60th anniversary celebration in November. 

A memorial service was held on September 7 for 

the previous head ministers Rev. Shirou Takeda and 

Rev. Sadako Takeda. 

The Autumn Memorial Service was held the next 

day on September 8. 

September 22-The annual church garage sale was 

held. All the items that the church had collected  from 

various congregational members  over the past year was 

put up for sale. The church took in a decent amount of 

sales as some prices were adjusted from the previous 

year. 
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 Season’s Greetings for 2014 
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Season’s Greetings  

 and Very Best Wishes  

 for a Happy, Healthy  

 and Prosperous New Year! 

 

 謹 賀 新 年  
 

Konko Church of San Jose 

Haruko H. Ishiwata 

Byron J. Ishiwata & Believers 

Happy New Year 2014! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Konko Church of Vancouver 

Rev. & Mrs. Roderick Hashimoto & Believers 

 

Giving thanks for  

all the blessings  

we received in 2013 

 

Happy New  Year  

From the Nakahara Family 

 

(Go Hawks!) 
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Happy New Year 2014! 

Roy and Michiko Nishida 

Sun City, CA 

 

Healthy, Peaceful and Prosperous Year 2014 
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Happy New Year! 

 

 

From the Believers at the Konko Church of Toronto 

BOARDING PASS 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you can  
join us in Toronto! 

Wishing everyone joy, peace,  

and happiness for 2014! 

08 

14 
august 

The Toronto and Chicago Churches invite you 

to join us at the 2014 KCNA Conference!  

Let’s discover how we can receive Kami’s 

blessings and unconditional love in our daily 

lives. 

August 8-10, 2014 

Cedar Glen Outdoor Centre, Toronto, Canada 

“...living a joyful life of appreciation” 
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May this new year  

bring peace and joy to the world! 

 

 

 
 

謹賀新年  

Revs. Takao & Toshiko Kishii 

 

 

Wishing you all  

a Happy  

& Prosperous  

New Year! 

 

 

 

Takashi, Tomomi, & Taiga Kishii 
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Henry, Ruby,  

& Romie 

Okazaki 

Suzanne Okazaki 

Owner 

1041 Market Street 

San Diego, CA  92101 

M-F  8am-6pm 

Sat  9am-5pm   Sun  Closed 

619.531.8880  Tel 

619.531.8889  Fax 

store6012@theupsstore.com 

www.theupsstore.com 



CONTACT INFORMATION for Loca l Churches & Propagat ion Ha l l s  

 CHURCHES  

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 tenchinoko@sbcglobal.net 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 
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Happy (Lunar) New Year and welcome back to 

the first Editor’s Corner of the Konko Review in 2014!   

This past year has been eventful; I’m sure you’ve 

had life changes and I’m no different.  Sure, moving to 

another city on another coastline in another country 

(try saying that three times fast) is a lot, but this place 

actually has seasons and if I hear “polar vortex” during 

the winter again, it’ll be too soon.  When I can put 

shorts back on again?  Not soon enough. 

But with all these changes, I’ve become more 

aware of what I’ve had before and what I’m doing now.  

I’ve lived all of my life in one area (totally understand-

able since it’s a great place) and naturally, it’s easy to 

become acclimated to it and take things for granted 

until something changes, like when we belatedly realize 

that winter temperatures might have a negative in front 

of them.  

I think we have the same problem with our faith,  

How many of us go through the daily grind, thinking 

only of our next vacation?  More specifically, how many 

of us have made conscious efforts to move forward in 

our professional lives, but still felt fine staying in the 

same spiritual “place?”  

This year’s Conference theme is “Let us receive 

Kami’s blessings and unconditional love; live a life of joyful 

appreciation.”   It’s in Toronto and the weather should 

be great!   (YMMV.) 

If you have any topics, ideas, or stories you’d like 

to share, I’d love to hear them too.  In the meantime, 

enjoy reading 40-1! 

  

  

Send your comments about this issue to Ed. at 

konkoreview@konkofaith.org 

EDITOR’S CORNER 

Happy New Year! 
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