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2014 KCNA Conference 

Registration Deadline is June 1—sign up now! 

 



I visited North America for the first 

time in 1971 when I studied at the Mead-

ville Lombard Theological School, which 

is connected to the University of Chicago.  

I was fortunate to pilgrimage to all of the 

Konko Churches on the West Coast be-

fore going to Chicago.  I am also indebted 

to Rev. Matsu Nishimura and the Yoshida 

family when I stayed in Toronto during 

the Christmas holidays.  I took part in the 

Conference in Santa Barbara also on the 

way back to Japan. 

This was the beginning of my rela-

tionship with people in North America.  

Those who studied Konkokyo at head-

quarters, like Makoto Tsuyuki, Dianne 

Yoshida, Eddie Matsui, Rod Hashimoto, 

and Joanne Tolosa, visited Osaki Church 

and stayed with us. 

For two years in 1974-1975, I was 

sent from Headquarters to work under 

Rev. Fumio Matsui in the KCNA Office 

as a full-time staff worker and develop 

English propagation.  Makoto Tsuyuki 

proposed the idea of an English Newslet-

ter, but because he was training in Japan, I 

asked Tokuji Kimura (of Sacramento 

Church) to be the first editor of the Konko 

Review.  During my stay, I also joined the 

Konko Daijin biography translation pro-

ject under the leadership of Dr. Katsumi 

Miyai. 

After returning to Japan, I worked in 

the Tokyo office of Konkokyo’s Public 

Relations department and met many 

scholars, journalists and other religious 

leaders.  I had the opportunity to collect 

their information and send Konkokyo 

information to them.  When the Konko-

kyo International Center was being cre-

ated, I was part of the staff establishing 

its role and function. When it began, I 

was the Deputy Director and later be-

came Director.  I was involved in creat-

ing the English translation of Konkokyo 

pamphlets and Holy Scripture, and also 

the English website.  During that time, I 

had opportunity to work with ministers in 

North America and Hawaii. 

Therefore, North America is my sec-

ond home and I am looking forward to 

seeing these believers and ministers 

again. 

After leaving the International Centre 

in 2001, I became the Tokyo Metropoli-

tan Church Federation President and then 

Forum Chairman, and lately have been 

busy in volunteer activities as a represen-

tative of the Tokyo Metropolitan Area 

Volunteers Support Organization since 

the time of the Great East Japan Earth-

quake & Tsunami of Mar 11, 2011.  I 

visited the area many times and I saw 

and felt many things.  Based on this ex-

perience, I was able to deepen my under-

standing of the relationship between Ten-

chi Kane no Kami and humanity. 

CONFERENCE GREETINGS from Rev . Motoo Tanaka  
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Rev. Motoo Tanaka 

is the Keynote Speaker at 

the 2014 KCNA Conference 

and the Head Minister at the  

Konko Church of Osaki 

in Tokyo, Japan..  

 

This is a short greeting  

he sent to the KR to  

introduce himself (again)  

to Conference attendees  

and  KCNA readers in 

general. 

 

 

 

 

 



Last October, I underwent surgery to remove can-

cer.  It was a major surgery of up to 9 hours, but I re-

ceived blessings and was able to survive.  Meanwhile, I 

am recovering and have received many phone calls 

from Rev. Takao Kishii after the surgery.  Those who 

know me may feel I lost weight, however, I would like 

to share my experiences of receiving divine favor. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Confer-

ence in Toronto. 
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皆さん、こんにちは。私が北米を初めて訪れたのは、シカゴ大学提携ミードビルロンバード神学校

に留学した1971年のことです。シカゴに行く前に西海岸のすべての金光教会を巡拝させて頂きまし

た。在学中のクリスマス休暇の時にトロント教会に滞在し、西村まつ先生、吉田ファミリーの皆さ

んにお世話になりました。留学の帰途、サンタバーバラで開催されたカンファランスに参加しまし

た。 

 それがご縁で、北米から金光教の研修に来日される方々が大崎教会に来て下さり、露木眞、吉田

ダイアン、松井エディー、橋本ラッド、ジョアン・トローサなどが長期滞在してくれました。 

 その後、1974年から75年の２年間、本部から派遣されて松井文雄先生の下で北米教務所職員とし

て御用させて頂きました。私の任務は英語布教を開発することです。露木眞さんが英語の機関誌の

発行を提案しており、かれは日本で研修中だったので、サクラメント教会の木村徳治さんに Editor

をお願いしてKonko Review を創刊しました。機関誌名も徳治が提案しました。また、その当時、

宮井克己博士をリーダーとして、教祖伝『金光大神』の英訳作業にかかっていましたので、それに

も関わらせて頂きました。 

 その後、私は教団の渉外部門に長く居り、他教団の方々、学者、ジャーナリストなどから情報収

集と金光教情報の発信という仕事に関わってきました。そして、教団に国際センターを設立すると

き、機関の理念、役割、仕組みのグランドデザインを設計するスタッフとなり、その設立時に国際

センター次長になり、後に所長になりました。そして、英文の金光教パンフレット作成、教典英

訳、英文ホームページの作成などに関わりました。その間に北米、ハワイの先生方と共に御用させ

て頂きました。 

 そんなわけで、北米は私の第二の故郷ともいえる場所であり、先生方と信奉者の皆さまとお会い

することを何よりも楽しみにしています。 

 2001年に国際センターを辞めてから、東京都教会連合会会長、首都圏フォーラム議長となり、

2011年3月11日の東日本大震災の時には首都圏災害ボランテイア支援機構の代表としてボランティア

活動に忙殺されました。その時に現地に何度も足を踏み入れ、ボランティア活動をしながら、見た

こと、感じたことを通して深められた「天地金乃神と人間」について、話を聞いて頂きたいと思っ

ています。 

 私は、昨年10月、十二指腸癌の摘出手術をうけました。９時間に及ぶ大手術でしたが、おかげを

頂きまして、無事生還し、今はだいぶ快復しました。その間、岸井貴雄先生からは何度も御見舞の

電話を頂きました。私を知っている人は、少しやせたかな、と思われるかも知れませんが、そんな

神さまのおかげを頂いた私の体験も聞いて頂けるかな、と思っています。 

 それでは皆さま、トロントのカンファランスでお会いしましょう。  
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Design Requirements: 

1. The Family Camp Theme:  “Prayer” 

2. Location & Year:  “2014 Family Camp” and 

“YMCA Cedar Glen, Schomberg, Canada” 

3. Design must be age appropriate. 

4. All ages welcome to enter. 

 

Details: 

1. All shirts will be white and printed in one color. 

2. Winner chosen by Family Camp Staff and CAM 

3. Winner will be announced in June. 

 

Please send your name, email, phone number,  

and t-shirt size along with your design to: 

Family Camp Coordinator 

9424 134th Street East 

Puyallup, WA  98373 

For more information, please contact the Head Minister at your local Konko Church, 

Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin : amyuzunoe@gmail.com or the KCNA Office : kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 



What are three words you would use to 

describe your program to any potential 

participants? 

Honest.  Exploratory.  Fun. 

What do you see as main issues in faith 

for people in your program?  How 

would you address them?  

Do we really live the faith 24/7?  This 

is something that each believer would 

need to figure out how to address on their 

own. 

What was the most positive (or re-

warding) experience you’ve had work-

ing in your program? 

Hearing the KCNA Conference congre-

gation recite a prayer written by YAS.  

Inviting and reuniting with fellow Youth 

Camp and YAS alumni as staff members. 

What are your three favorite movies? 

Monty Python and the Holy Grail. 

The Matrix.  Pirates of the Caribbean. 

 

YOUNG ADULT SEMINAR PREVIEW  
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Ms. Jennifer Tashiro 

is the 2014 YAS  

Coordinator and a  

believer at the Konko 

Church of San Diego.  

She has led the YAS  

for the past 4 years. 

 

She has participated  

over 10 years in the  

Youth Programs,  

graduating from the  

Youth Camp and Young 

Adult Seminar, and later  

attending the Faith  

Training Seminars.   

 

Ms. Lanna Moriwaki 

is the YAS Staff Member 

and a believer at the Konko 

Church of Gardena. 

This is her first year. 

 

For more registration  

information or applications, 

please contact them at 

yas@konkofaith.org 

 

 

 

 

 

What are three words you would use to 

describe your program to any potential 

participants? 

Fun. Spiritual. Enhancing. 

What do you see as main issues in faith 

for people in your program?  How 

would you address them?  

  Because we're so busy with our lives, 

it can be difficult to see the blessings 

around us. Hearing stories from various 

people of all ages including myself, we 

are trying to realize what those blessings 

are and what they mean. 

Why did you decide to be involved as a 

YAS staff member? 

When I attended Youth Camp and 

YAS, they were both great programs that 

allowed us to explore our faith. I enjoyed 

the bond that I had with fellow students 

and staff members. After missing a few 

conferences, I was told that I was too old 

to attend! While this is a good opportu-

nity to meet new members and see old 

friends again, it also gives all of us a 

chance to discover something new about 

our faith and ourselves.  

What are your three favorite movies? 

Taken.  How to Train Your Dragon. 

Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol. 
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For more information and/or a YAS application, please contact  

the Head Minister at your local Konko Church,  

YAS Staff  yas@konkofaith.org 

KCNA Office  kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

604-637-7511 

415-992-6768 
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This year marks 130 years since Kami 

released our Founder’s Mitama -spirit to 

minister to the entire world.  

The 130th Anniversary Ikigami Konko 

Daijin Grand Ceremony was celebrated 

four times at Konko Headquarters & at 

my home church KC Airaku. I had trained 

myself to become a minister at both of 

these places. In Airaku, I also met my 

wife Kanako & together we learned under 

the guidance of the late Rev. Soichiro 

Otsubo for nearly 20 years. 

I was most profoundly grateful we had 

six members from Chicago traveling to 

Japan. A year ago when we began plan-

ning the trip, our group was to include two 

couples, another man who was a regular 

attendee, and myself. But with after all the 

reservations in place, the other gentleman 

discovered he could not attend.  

At first I wonder what to do, because 

all the arrangements had been made. So of 

course I turned to Kami for guidance, & 

the answer came in a clear inspiration. 

Kami wanted Kanako to be an active 

member of this great occasion. So three 

couples from KC-Chicago actually made 

up our group to attend this most important 

anniversary celebration in Konko Head-

quarters & Airaku. Our believers’ associa-

tion president, Mr. Tim Ogawa & his wife 

May with his cousin, Mr. Kurt Nakaoka & 

wife Nancy joined my wife Kanako & I to 

fill out the traveling party. 

Our pilgrimage was filled with 

Kami’s superb workings… many more 

than I had expected. Tim & Kurt are the 

third generation of Japanese Americans 

& yet this was the first time for them & 

their wives to visit country of their heri-

tage, so there were a number tourist 

sights which I really wanted them to see. 

For personal reasons I wanted to show 

them around Imari, which is world fa-

mous for its pottery and where my father 

had been mayor for 24 years. Then there 

are the “must see” destinations for 1 st 

time Japan travelers: the ancient city of 

Kyoto & Japan’s most famous photo-

graphed attraction, the newly designated 

world heritage site; Mt. Fuji. 

When we arrived at the inn by Kawa-

guchi Lake at the foot of Mt. Fuji on Oct. 

7th, it was so cloudy we couldn’t see Mt. 

Fuji the entire day. We were scheduled to 

leave around noon the next day. I could-

n’t imagine how Mt. Fuji could stand so 

near & be invisible. In my mind I 

shouted, “ Where are you?”  

I thought I’d wear out my eyes trying 

to see the wonderful image I’d brought 

two couples here specially to see. The 

next morning I woke up at 3:30 a.m. & 

offered a special silent petition for a view 

of the great mountain at 4:00 a.m. Then 

my wife & I recited our customary morn-

ing prayers to Kami at 4:30 a.m. & I 

went to the hot spring (Onsen) on the 

fourth floor.  

Rev. Masanori Takeuchi 

is the Head Minister at the 

Konko Church of Chicago 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR JAPAN FAITH TRIP by Rev . Masanor i Takeuchi  
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ond floor near where the Kibigaku musicians played. 

The ceremony was beautiful & most solemn. 

The day before we’d had dinner together at the inn 

across from the Headquarters ‘proper’ with Rev. Kiyoji 

Konko, the second son of our Principal Mediator, Kyo-

shu Konko-sama. Kiyoji Sensei studied English for a 

year & a half in Chicago. He’d met the Ogawa’s during 

the time he was a student & brought his photos during 

his stay in Chicago. Everyone enjoyed remembering the 

‘old good days’, which triggered an atmosphere of great 

joy for the whole evening. 

The highlight of this trip for me came the next 

morning. All members of our group left the inn at 3:30 

am to welcome Konko-sama as he proceeded in the 

fresh air from his house to the worship hall at 3:45 am. 

After the morning service prayer each couple sought 

Mediation with Konko-sama individually.  

Konko-sama is a brilliant speaker in English as well 

as Japanese. So each couple was pleased to mediate 

with him in their native language. I heard his voice say,  

“You are welcome,” to the couple. May-san sought Me-

I prayed while soaking in the bath & sincerely 

promised Kami that I would renew myself completely. I 

wiped the steam from the window in the bath-house. 

And there; dimly illuminated in the pre-dawn light, I 

clearly saw the dark silhouette of Mt. Fuji towering in 

the distance. I shouted out in the bath: “Kami -sama, 

Thank you!”  

We took a walk together before breakfast. We saw 

what the Japanese call “Akafuji,” which is the great, 

beautiful mountain shining red in the dawn.  As we 

walked along the shore of the lake we saw “Sakasafuji,” 

which is the wonder of Mt. Fuji reflected on the mirror 

surface of the water. Even when we stood still to admire 

Mt. Fuji was always changing with imaginary images in 

the passing clouds. So we enjoyed ourselves to the full-

est in all of its views. Our joy at seeing Mt. Fuji was 

doubled because the day before we fully believed we 

wouldn’t see it at all. 

Our Chicago group attended the 130th Anniversary 

Ikigami Konko Daijin Grand Ceremony at our Konko 

Headquarters on Sunday, Oct 13. More than 15,000 

people gathered in the festival hall. We sat on the sec-

With Rev. Konko at Main Worship Hall Mt. Fuji 
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sama had wished to teach through it. He added, “I am 

aspiring for a blessing which will embrace the world 

with this teaching. However I could not find the appro-

priate English translation of it until now.” Then he 

showed three different translations of it. Here’s the 

translation of our headquarters: “Have a grateful heart 

for all that benefits you.”  

We thought it not enough. Rev. Otsubo explained 

that we should respect every happening, good or bad, 

with gratitude to deepen our hearts, whatever happened 

& no matter how difficult it might be, because every-

thing that happened is Kami’s doing & all is divine 

love. Then he asked to our group. After a while Mr. 

Kurt Nakaoka suggested this translation: “Have a grate-

ful heart for all that happens to you.”  

I thought this is IT! To me, the translation became 

perfect at this point. 

Through our entire trip I came to the realization 

that: “I have no power, no ability & no talent. Unless I 

depend on Kami completely, there’s no way for me to 

receive blessings. And without receiving divine bless-

ings, I cannot move forward a single inch. There’s no 

other way for me but to entrust everything to Kami.” 

When I stand faithfully on this point & I burn with the 

desire to fulfill my role for Kami, my heart pounds vio-

lently with expectation. Each and every moment I ex-

perienced the essence of our founder’s faith---the active 

world of Konko Daijin filled with Kami’s awesome 

workings as if by touching we would feel its warmth & 

by poking we would draw spurting blood. 

Let us put the teaching of our fourth Konko-sama, 

that is, “Have a grateful heart for all that happens to us 

in our daily life” into practice. Then we will feel Kami 

near us & hear the Divine voice. Thank you! 

diation with him about her friend Sharon-san.  Sharon 

was scheduled to have pancreatic cancer surgery the 

next day on Oct. 14th, which the doctor had said was 

going to be very difficult & dangerous procedure. 

Konko-sama offered his deep prayer for her. 

Later I heard the surgery had been a great success & 

Sharon was back home. I will continue to pray for her 

complete recovery. 

For me, this faith trip to Japan was the best of the 

many I made over the years. It was dignified with many 

of Kami’s awesome workings. Through them I realized 

that Kami’s wish for this anniversary celebration was 

for me, & all of us in our group, to become more genu-

ine & live more fulfilled lives with Kami. And in so 

doing to visualize from this present reality a path of ad-

vancement to the next level of truth in Kami’s Divine 

Love.  

Early on, I decided to have a theme for this faith 

trip. I decided it would be: “We are humble & honored 

to give our thanks & appreciation for every single 

thing.” In Japanese 「世話になるすべてに礼を言う

心”  

I thought we might find a simpler, more appropriate 

way to translate this teaching into English, so I shared 

with the members of our group & we recited it at any 

occasion we felt appropriate during our trip. This of the 

teaching is a poem written by the fourth Konko-sama, 

the late, most Reverend Kagamitaro Konko. 

When Rev. Katsuhiko Otsubo, head-minister of KC 

Airaku greeted us, he said that the essence of all the 

teachings of our Founder & his father Rev. Soichiro 

Otsubo’s 8,813 speeches was described in this teaching 

when we clearly understood what our fourth Konko-



Greetings, Everyone! It was a pleasure 

to participate in my first KCNA Mission-

ary Women’s Society Seminar with the 

rest of the ladies of this group. This gath-

ering has been very helpful and wonderful 

for me. It has only been three months 

since I arrived in the US from Japan. I 

have many things to learn about North 

America, which is a very different conti-

nent. I also have a lot to learn about Kon-

kokyo practices in North America. I have 

many questions and am perplexed by the 

many differences between Japan and the 

US. 

During the seminar, I was able to ask 

many questions and receive helpful infor-

mation, which included conversations 

about faith and specific ways of doing 

church tasks. We also had a discussion 

about the 2014 KCNA sub-theme, "Let us 

awaken to Kami's blessings & uncondi-

tional love; living a life of joyful apprecia-

tion." We talked about our feelings to 

each other. We shared our opinions and 

new ideas regarding faith. It was encour-

aging to me for future “goyo” (service to 

Kami). 

Since this was my first time participat-

ing, I was very nervous. I was humbled to 

be a part of a group of more experienced 

ministers/teachers with many life experi-

ences especially here in North America. I 

am very happy that they welcomed me 

with much kindness in their hearts. It 

helped me make a big change within my-

self and take a big step forward toward 

Kami with a positive attitude. I hope for 

our continued cooperation from now into 

the future. I am thankful for being a part 

of this group and their continued hard 

work and preparations. Thank you, also, 

to those ladies who were unable to attend 

and stayed at their homes to help their 

respective churches. Above all, I want to 

thank Kami-sama. 

 

Rev. Mitsue Giulietti  

is a Minister at the  

Konko Church of Seattle. 

 

 

This is a report on  her  

experiences at the 2014 

KCNA Missionary Women’s 

Society Seminar, held  

in San Jose  from  

January 23-25, 2014. 
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MY FIRST MISS IONARY WOMEN’S SOCIETY SEMINAR by Rev . Mit sue Giul iet t i  

MWSS Members visiting San Jose Church 

and Rev. Haruko Ishiwata 

MWSS Members with Rev. Giulietti and a 

celebratory wedding cake 
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Vancouver        

Northwest Regional Seminar Participants 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing 

of Mrs. Mitzi Hayashi, beloved mother of Cary and 

Karen, Shelley and Mark, Lora and Don, and grand-

mother to Kaelan, Thomas, Kurtis, Leah, Matthew and 

Kayleigh, on January 4, 2014 after a lengthy illness. An 

incredibly beautiful and moving funeral service was con-

ducted by Rev. Rod Hashimoto on January 12th at the 

Glenhaven Funeral Chapel in Vancouver. Mitzi was a 

much-loved member of her family and the Japanese Ca-

nadian community; this love was reflected in the almost 

300 people who came to pay tribute to her at the funeral.  

During the service, Rev. Hashimoto spoke about 

Mitzi’s connection to the Konko Faith through her own 

mother, Mrs. Sato Uyeno, and Karen’s grandmother, 

Rev. Hatsumi Kuroda, who were close friends in the 

Bay Farm internment camp during World War II. Mitzi 

was eulogized by her best friend from high school, Lylli 

Ellip, and by her daughter-in-law, Karen. Both spoke 

about Mitzi’s incredibly selfless, kind, and happy -go-

lucky nature as a wife, mother, grandmother, and friend. 

She will be greatly missed by her family and friends in 

Vancouver and Toronto. We will continue to pray for 

her mitama spirit.  

Megumu Matsumoto of the Konko Church of 

Urawa, visited and stayed at church to research for a 

school to attend this summer.  March 14-24.   

KCNA Northwest Regional Seminar March 29 

held at Greys Park Vancouver.  Rev. Richard Dusek 

give a presentation and 16 people attend.  

 On March 30th, Rev. Hashimoto performed a 

house blessing ceremony at the new condominium of 

Alex Chang and Carly Yoshida-Butryn. Congratula-

tions to Alex and Carly on their beautiful new home!   

Rev. Hashimoto with Carly and Alex 



Mrs. Haruko Nakaoka peacefully passed away at 

age 94 on February 1. Harold-san and Haruko-san got 

married on June 22 1947 and lived together amazingly 

for 66 years. They deeply loved with each other, 

helping & supporting with each other. They overcame 

many obstacles together with excellent spirits & 

enjoyed their lives in harmony together. They had never 

fought with each other, even never had a quarrel over a 

mere trifle throughout their marriage lives. The 

Japanese character of ‘Haru’ in her first name means to 

settle everything with calmness. Haruko-san lived her 

life with the spirit of her name. What an amazing couple 

they were! Their long marriage life would be described 

as follows: 

  Praying each to the other--- 

  Worshipping, adoring 

  Together polishing & being polished 

  There’s nothing to compare with---- 

  The joy of this day. 

Haruko-san had deepened peace & joy in her 

heart through each & everything that had happened in 

her daily life. That is why Kami inspired Rev. Masa-

nori Takeuchi that her divine name should be, 

“Nakaoka Haruko Wagatama Ouna no Mitama no 

Kami.” “Waga” means ‘peace’ & ‘joy.’ “Tama” 

means ‘gem.’ We pray for her eternal peace and hap-

piness. 

Her 50th Day Unification Service was held on 

March 22. More than 20 people gathered at the wor-

ship hall of KC Chicago to pay tribute to her Mitama 

spirit. 

Our Spring Memorial Service was held on Sun-

day, March 23 at 1:00 pm. Specially mentioning 

about this service was that 6 kids joined us in it. 

Chicago          

Fresno              
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Our New Year’s Day Service was observed at 10a to 

greet in the New Year.  All those who attended brought 

in the New Year with “Go ShinShu” (Omiki) offering. 

We had our first Monthly Memorial Service for the 

New Year on Jan 25.  Everyone celebrated by bringing 

their specialty potluck dishes to welcome in the New 

Year.  We all had a memorable time together while re-

ceiving New Year’s teaching and Goshinkun Fukubiki 

Prizes. 

Our Spring Memorial Service was held on Mar 23 

for the Fresno Church pioneer ministers, members, and 

friends.  Rev. Masaru Okazaki gave the sermon.  

Several families joined the service and enjoyed the tra-

ditional naorai luncheon which followed.  During the 

Naorai, a birthday was presented for those born in 

March:  James Sakata and his parents Stephen and 

Gay Sakata were the March birthdays. 
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The San Francisco Japanese American Religious 

Federation (JARF), made up of 12 churches and tem-

ples from Buddhist, Christian and Independent tradi-

tions, celebrated their New Year’s Party together with 

their annual general meeting and bi-monthly Board 

meeting on Jan 21. Rev. Joanne Tolosa was re-

elected as Secretary/Corporate Secretary of JARF.  

On Feb 8, Rev. Masato Kawahatsu & Rev. 

Rodney Yano officiated the memorial and burial ser-

vice at Colma for the late Minnie Haruko Okamoto, 

Leslie, Raymond & Roger’s mother, who passed 

away on Jan 28. We pray for her eternal peace and 

happiness, and extend deep sympathy to the Oka-

moto Family. 

14 of us enjoyed our church cultural outing to the 

Military Intelligence Service (MIS) Historical Learn-

ing Center at Crissy Field, in San Francisco’s Presidio 

on Feb 23. We had lunch in the 2nd floor conference 

room, overlooking the beautiful Golden Gate Bridge, 

before seeing a brief documentary on the MIS and tak-

ing a self-guided tour. Then 8 of us took an impromptu 

trip to the Treasure Island Flea Market and had a great 

time as well, overlooking the Bay and getting some 

good bargains. (See photo below left) 

3/21-22/14 New York Konko Faith Gatherings – 

Rev. Tolosa met individually for Mediation with some 

believers, then as an informal group at a coffee shop 

near Union Square, ending on Saturday with the Spring 

Grand Ceremony at the home of the Terasaki-Chung 

Family. Flowers were offered by everyone, in lieu of 

sacred evergreen branches (tamagushi). Those in atten-

dance, as well as (by proxy) believers who could not 

attend the service, offered a “Shide” (white -lightening 

shaped paper) on a fresh tulip with their written Torit-

sugi Mediation appreciation, apology and requests. We 

look forward to the next gatherings October 10-11, 

2014. (See photo below) 

San Francisco  

MIS Learning Center at Crissy Field 

NYC Faith Gathering  



3/30/14 - We had a nice turnout of 27 people to our 

2014 KCNA No. California Regional Seminar hosted 

by the Konko Church of San Francisco, including 3 

people from Sacramento, Rev. Chika Oya, Jean 

Kawahatsu & Gary Cox. Also, Scott Wong, host 

church participants: Revs. Tolosa, Kawahatsu & 

Yano, Nob, Saburo, Lucille, & Hiroshi Fukuda, Eiji 
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Ayabe, Alan Matsui, Kinya Matsuno, Emi Tom, Al-

ice Kawahatsu, Dale Nakahara, Denise Teraoka, Jill 

& Lincoln Johe, Irene, Misaki & Mikio Sugai, Fong 

Yip, Charles Brandt, Yasuko Butler, Priscilla 

Carrillo,  Thank you Minister’s Assistant, (Hokyo) 

Alan Matsui who facilitated a lively discussion based 

on the KCNA 2014 Theme. 

The Konko Church of San Francisco warmly invites you to attend as we celebrate  

Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Ceremony 

Rev. Shinko Fukuda’s 40th-Year Spiritual Birthday 

 Yatsunami Mortgage Completion 
 

Onorai luncheon & program in the Social Hall immediately following group picture-taking. 

Sunday, June 1, 2014 11:00 am-2:30 pm 

Konko Church of San Francisco 

1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, California 94115 

Japanese sermon: Rev. Akemi Utsugi (Shiba Church); 

English Sermon: Rev. Masato Kawahatsu  

We will have a 2pm Colma Cemetery Service the day prior, on Saturday, May 31st. 

Please RSVP by Monday, May 12, 2014  

in order to reserve your bento  

and/or to schedule a ride to and from SFO 

Please contact Rev. Joanne Tolosa at: 

415-931-0453 

sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 
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Portland               

This year, we want to make church more meaning-

ful by exploring and explaining the services, prayers, 

and Sacred Mediation in various ways. Some of the 

projects/changes we have planned are: 

Visual Remembrance – for Memorial Service:  

Beginning this year for the Spring and Autumn Me-

morial Services, we had planned an addition of a slide 

show of past members and loved ones so we (mostly 

the children) will remember our beloved church 

“grandmas and grandpas,” and keep the history and 

legacies of the founding families and many more key 

pioneers alive and in our hearts. This idea came from a 

wish to make services more personal and meaningful, 

so it is not limited to church members, but can include 

our beloved extended family members and friends as 

well. Anyone attending is welcome to submit photos. 

Due to the generosity of our believers, we were able 

to install an electric screen and find a used projector 

within budget. Our Spring Memorial Service was one of 

the most meaningful ones we have had in long time. 

Please see our newsletter on the web for a few slide ex-

cerpts! Konkofaith.org/Portland 

Children’s Prayer Book: 

A project from a KCNA Conference kids’ group 

many years ago believed children should have owner-

ship of their faith from the beginning, so Amy sensei 

cleverly used foam photo books to insert prayers from 

the prayer book so they could have their own 

(indestructible) book. Lisa sensei retyped and made the 

font “child friendly” and added pictures to express what 

the prayers meant for children who were too young yet 

to read.  

The KCNA prayer book has been refreshed since 

then and they have not been used. We are almost fin-

ished with the process of updating the children’s prayer 

book, including lyrics of hymns, the Portland Church 

Sunday School pledge, and some fun songs for kids in-

spired by Konko. We would love to have actual music 

sheets and music to go with them, but do not have the 

software or musical talent and know-how to create 

them. We are praying that by creating and submitting 

this to the KCNA Sunday School Committee, it will 

serve as the foundation for future children’s prayer 

books and music. We would love any input or sugges-

tions you may have! 

Sacred Branch Tamagushi- Symbolic to Actual 

Prayer Offering: 

“Am I doing the candles this time or do I have to do 

the stupid Tamagushi branch?” This comment made by 

a minister’s child and the discussion by the ministry 

which followed have led our church to adjust the sym-

bolic ritual to a more visual, actual offering for our 

grand ceremony.  

Each child wrote and/or drew their prayers on a slip 

of paper and fastened them onto the sacred branches 

under the sacred shide paper as the two youth represen-

tatives offering them during the ceremony watched. 

This way, the representative (and all the other children 

as well) was able to see physically and hopefully better 

understand that the representatives are carrying the 

prayers of all the children to the altar and Kami sama. 

Sometimes we assume that what we teach is being 

learned. Every once in a while, we need to check and 

readjust!  
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San Diego          

On Sept 29, Mr. Hiroyuki Ito, eldest brother of 

Mrs. Mutsuko Tashiro, passed away at the age of 61.  

Mutsuko was able to fly to Japan to attend his memorial 

service. 

On Oct 27, Rev. Masato Kawahatsu came from 

San Francisco and officiated the Ikigami Konko Daijin 

Grand Ceremony.  We enjoyed a delicious BBQ lunch-

eon afterwards. 

A monthly service was held by church members on 

November 17 and February 9. 

On Dec 1, Rev. Roderick Hashimoto came from 

Vancouver to officiate and speak at the End-of-Year Ser-

vice.  We had a bōnenkai to reflect on our wrongdoings 

and give thanks for the blessings we received last year. 

On Jan 5, Rev. Masato Kawahatsu officiated the 

New Year’s Service.  We made New Year’s resolutions 

and enjoyed a delicious osechi and ozōni luncheon after-

wards. 

On Mar 9, Rev. Roderick Hashimoto officiated the 

Spring Memorial Service.  We honored all of our an-

cestors including the late Rev. Norikazu Yukawa and 

the victims of the 3/11 Tohoku earthquake. 

Upcoming events: 

6/15 Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Ceremony 

Believers at the New Year’s Service reception  

On the morning of the grand ceremony, Lisa sensei 

explained to kids that the Grand Ceremony super special 

and should feel special leading up to it, kind of like Kami 

sama’s birthday, a celebration and appreciation for all 

living things -for life. Andy sensei explained it to be like 

“opening day” – a new season starting, and all the antici-

pation and excitement that comes with it. 

Sample page from Kids’ Prayer Book 



Whittier             

Los Angeles          
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Rev. Kiyoshi Igawa had the honor to attend Mr. 

Masao Shimizu’s funeral service on Jan 11.  Mr. Shi-

mizu was a recipient of 442 regimental combat team 

congressional gold medal. 

Rev. Wakiko Igawa attended the MWSS confer-

ence in San Jose on Jan 23-25. 

On Feb 8, the 100 day memorial service for the Late 

George Yamamoto at his home with his entire family 

and relatives.  We miss you George! 

Rev. Shohei Tsuda and his group arrived from Ja-

pan on Feb 17.  We were very excited and met them at 

LAX. His seminar “Toritsugi” from the 18-20th was so 

inspiring and all who attended thoroughly enjoyed and 

gained so much.   

On Mar 1, the 2nd year memorial service was held at 

church for the late Mr. Masato Okazaki. 

Rev. Kiyoshi attended “Love to Nippon 2014” – 

3.11 Memorial Service & Event: Lessons Learned from 

the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami held at 

the Los Angeles Police Department Headquarters on 

Mar 8 

Rev. Kiyoshi attended the funeral service for the 

Late Mrs. M. Fujita on Mar 16. Our deepest condo-

lences to the Fujita Family. 

We held our Grand Memorial Service from 3:00 

p.m. 

Rev. Mokuhei Takahashi’s 85th memorial service 

was held on Mar 25. 

On Mar 29,  the Revs. Igawa attended Mr. Ichiro 

Kimura’s funeral service  He was dedicated to the 

community and the kenjinkai. 

To start the 2014 New Year, the traditional Hatsu-

mode was held on New Year’s day.  Seemed like Rev. 

Alfred Tsuyuki was overwhelmed by a large crowd of 

well-wishing church members and friends. 

In January, the Monthly Mitama was held on the 

19th and afterwards, the New Year Congregation-at-

large meeting preceded the Naorai potluck luncheon. 

In February, the Monthly Mitama was on the 16th, 

and pancake breakfasts were served as part of the 

church’s fundraisers. 

The prayers for the March Mitama Sai were led by 

Roy Nishida and Michelle Kuruma in the absence of 

Rev. Tsuyuki, who was away at the Gardena church 

that day.  Aimee Kurland as usual provided musical 

tunes with her hand-made instruments.  

The Spring Mitama Service was led by Rev. Tsu-

yuki on Mar 23.  Prior to the service, a grave-side ser-

vice was held at Evergreen Cemetery.  Michelle Ku-

ruma made an interesting presentation on the varying 

types of people and their contributions to society.  After 

the service, all enjoyed the usual delicious potluck 

Naorai luncheon. 

Rev. Tsuyuki also reported that the church backyard 

was cleaned up by high school students volunteering 

their time and goyo with our bonsai expert Ted Oka su-

pervising. 



Lancaster   

Toshio-sensei has attended KCNA sponsored event: 

Rev. Shohei Tsuda's Personal Develop (PD) Workshop 

which was held at KC of Gardena.  Japanese Session 

then English Session were held within three days.  He 

signed up to attend only Japanese Sessions on Feb. 18 

(Tue) and half day on Feb. 19 (Wed).  Rev. Tsuda's ef-

fort to propagate Konkokyo through "Toritsugi Media-

tion" was very well explicitly demonstrated in Japanese.  

Along with Rev. Tsuda, Rev. Takuma Takebe from Ja-

pan participated in the workshop as a partner in the 

hands-on type of toritsugi mediation workshop.   

On Feb. 22, Sat., KC of Lancaster was a host 

church for the first time to lead this year's KCNA 

Southern California Regional Seminar with a theme of  

"Let Us Receive Kami’s Blessings and Unconditional 

Love; Living a Joyful Life of Appreciation.."   

There were total of 27 attendees from Los Ange-

les, Gardena, Lancaster, San Diego, and Whittier-

Rose Hill churches.  Opening Service was led by Rev. 

Nobuharu Uzunoe (Head Minister - Gardena).  Rev. 

Alfred Tsuyuki (Head Minister  - Los Angeles) was 

the speaker.   The attendees were divided into three 

groups: English 1 - led by Rev. Tsuyuki (L.A.); Eng-

lish 2 - led by Ms. Jennifer Tashiro (San Diego); Japa-

nese - led by Toshio-sensei (Lancaster).  The discus-

sion time was not enough for everyone to share the 

thoughts and experiences in regards to the theme.  

Closing Service was led by Rev. Yoshiko Ota (Head 

Minister - Lancaster), then received a Closing Re-

marks by Rev. Kiyoshi Igawa (Head Minister - Whit-

tier-Rose Hill).  The Seminar ended before 3 p.m. 
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Southern California Regional Seminar participants 



Gardena           

Mrs. Meriko Fujita 
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The annual New Years' party was held after the 

monthly service on Jan 12. 

After the monthly service on Feb 9,  Setsuban Day 

was celebrated in the lunchroom.  Traditionally, people 

would eat a whole sushi roll that day which was believed 

to be good luck in the upcoming year.  Rev. Masanori 

Takeuchi of Konko Church of Chicago was present to 

help celebrate the occasion. 

The Southern California Regional Seminar was held 

at Konko Church of Gardena on Feb 22. It was hosted by 

the Konko Church of Lancaster.  The theme was "Let Us 

Recieve Kami's Blessings and Unconditional Love: Liv-

ing a Joyful Life of Appreciation." 

Mrs. Meriko Fujita, passed away at the age of 95 

on Mar 1. She is survived by her two daughters Eri and 

Miki. Funeral Services were held at Konko Church of 

Gardena on Sunday, March 16th. 

The Spring Memorial Service was held on Mar 9 

along with the dedication of the Charnel House located 

at the entrance of the church. The charnel house con-

struction was started last summer and completed late in 

2013. 

Setsuban Day luncheon 
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聞くという字の外側は門の形で、内側は耳の形です。すなわち耳は音や言葉

の入り口の門であるという意味です。もう一つの聴くという字の左側はやは

り耳で、右側の上部は数字の１０、其の下は目、一番下は心です。合わせ

て、１０人の目の奥にある心を耳で、或は心の耳で聴くという意味です。 

  

私達の多くは聞くという字を日常使うているのではないでしょうか。ほとん

どの会話は耳を通じて相手の話を聞き互いに判断し、理解しあうものでしょ

う。それで社会生活が成り立つのでしょう。其の反面互いの会話で誤解が生

じたり、間違って聞いたり、自分の都合の良い方に聞いたり、相手の話を全

然聞かず、自分の意見だけを述べたり、主張したりします。そのために多く

の問題が起こり、色々な難儀をするのも現実であります。  

  

それでは他の聴くという字を日常に使うとどのように違うのでしょうか？ 

先日、日本から金光教の津田昇平先生がセミナーの講師としてロスアンゼル

スに来られました。私も其のセミナーに参加しました。セミナーの主題は

「取り次ぎの実習」でした。先生は取り次ぎをする時に聞くではなく、聴く

事をされているとのことでした。津田先生の教会には日本中から悩める人た

ちが来られるとの事でした。 

津田先生は「自分は特に何も特別な事はしていない。悩める人の目をじつと

見つめて、其の奥にある心の叫びを聴いているのです」といわれました。 

目は心の窓といわれますが、聴くとはその人の心を耳だけではなく、心で聴

く事が大切と思います。 

お互いにただ耳で聞くのではなくて、心と心で聴く事が出来ればあらゆる問

題は解決できるのではないでしょうか？ 

現代社会の人々はつい言う事に力が入り、相手の思いを心で聴くということ

がおろそかになつているのではないでしょうか？ 

お互いに相手の言う言葉だけを聞くのではなくその内にある心の思いを聴く

ことを大切にしたいものです。 

  

この英語版はサンフランシスコ市の日系新聞紙に掲載されています。この事

に関しご質問ありましたら、川初まで遠慮なく連絡ください。電話５１７−

５５６３ 

メールmkawahatsu97@hotmail.comです。  

 

Rev. Masato Kawahatsu 

is the Head Minister at the  

Konko Propagation Hall of 

South San Francisco and 

Senior Minister at the 

Konko Church of San  

Francisco 

 

This was an article in the 

March Nichi Bei Weekly,   

a local newspaper in the 

San Francisco area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

聞くと聴く  (To Hear and To Lis ten To) by Rev. Masato Kawahatsu  

mailto:%5F%5F%5Fmkawahatsu97@hotmail.com


聞く(kiku) means “ to hear” which consists of two parts. The center lines represent an ear and outside of the 

lines represent an entrance gate. Together, our ears are the entrance gate for sound or words. 

 聴く(kiku) means “to listen to” which consists of four parts. The left side is an ear and the top of right side 

lines represent number 10. The center lines represent an eye and below represents heart or soul.  Together, to listen 

to 10 people’s feeling from the heart or soul through their eyes. 

 Most of us use the first word “kiku 聞くto hear” in our everyday lives. Our daily conversation depends upon 

our physical ears so we can communicate with each other. Without “kiku to hear” our society won’t be able to run 

smoothly. 

 Our use of the word, “kiku 聞くto hear” on the other hand, may create miscommunication or misunderstand-

ing because people may not hear correctly or do not want to hear everything from others. Some may not really lis-

ten at all before talking while others may only want to hear what they want to hear. These situations create great 

suffering or troubles between people. 

 The difference between “kiku 聞くto hear” and kiku 聴くto listen to” is expressed in the following example: 

 A few weeks ago, I had an opportunity to attend a seminar in Los Angeles and to learn about “kiku 聴くto lis-

ten to.”  The main speaker of the seminar was Reverend Shohei Tsuda who’s a popular Konko minister from Japan. 

He said many people with great suffering come to his church from all over Japan. He described how he does not 

say much a word but simply looked into their eyes and listened to their stories about deep inner feelings/sufferings. 

There is a saying that our eyes are a window to our heart and soul. Reverend Tsuda said he can feel with his 

heart and soul what kind of problems people have just looking into their eyes. I knew the importance of “kiku 聴く

to listen to” but was enlightened how I should listen to others with my heart.   

We should not just listen by our physical ears alone. If we can listen to our heart and soul, many difficult prob-

lems will be solved. Even the world situation can change for the better. 

In our society, people often put more emphasis toward improving how to talk and to communicate with others 

instead of learning how to listen to others. I believe instead of just hearing by our own physical ears, we should put 

more effort towards listening to others and to our own hearts. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

KCNA Office 
1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-992-6768 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 
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POLICY 

CONFERENCE: KCNA Office is making a change to the Conference policies after discussing how to create a 

better “transition” for the Youth Camp Coordinators and how to better raise safety and awareness of student 

supervision. A youth’s (13-17) parent or guardian now has to sign the “parental/guardian responsibility section” on 

the Conference Registration form, understanding that they will be responsible and expected to supervise their 

student/child 100% throughout the entire Conference. To summarize:  

● Youth Camp staff "responsibility" for participants ends at registration for the Conference.  

● Youth Camper Conference Subsidy is still available. If youth does not attend conference, parent/

guardian needs to pick-up youth at conference site within 2 hours of the opening of Conference 

registration. 

● Parental/Guardian responsibility verbiage has been added to Conference Registration forms. 

● KCNA will make an announcement every night to remind parents/guardians to supervise their youths. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION for Loca l Churches & Propagat ion Ha l l s  

 CHURCHES  

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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Let’s go Raptors! 

Hi again readers, 

Thanks for reading this far in the Conference-

themed issue of the KR.  Hopefully, you’ll make the trek 

to Toronto this summer and as a bonus, you could 

even meet me at some point during the weekend.* 

In preparing for the Conference, I’ve been thinking 

about the sub-theme; “...let us receive Kami’s blessings and 

unconditional love; living a life of joyful appreciation.” I’m 

sure in Japanese it makes more sense, because in English 

I would make them two separate sentences. 

Of course, after thinking about it some more, I 

realized they were trying to tie together two concepts 

that aren’t always associated together in practice; the 

need to realize how often (and in the varied ways) we 

receive Kami’s blessings and also to express gratitude 

for the reasons that we’ve received them. 

It’s easy enough to get a quick understanding after 

reading the sub-theme once, but the challenge is to find 

a deeper meaning—one that is personally relevant,  

sustainable, and motivates you to grow in your faith.  

That’s what we’re looking to explore at the Conference. 

If you have any topics, ideas, or stories you’d like 

to share, I’d love to hear them too.  In the meantime, 

enjoy reading 40-2! 

  

  

 

Send your comments about this issue to Ed. at 

konkoreview@konkofaith.org 

  

 * (The overall approximate odds are 1 in 10.  You must be present to 

win. In order to be declared a winner, you must answer a skill-testing 

question.  All sales final.  No refunds.)  

EDITOR’S CORNER  
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