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Happy New Year.  To all believer’s 

wishing all of you a blessed year.  I am 

very grateful to all of you for supporting 

your local church and the Konko 

Churches of North America.  Your sup-

port and prayers are vital to our organiza-

tion.  The KCNA would like to thank all 

the volunteers and committee members 

who give countless hours and days for the 

benefit of us to enrich our Konko commu-

nity.  At this time would like to thank the 

Chair Church of the 2015 KCNA Confer-

ence, Konko Church of Gardena, for a 

successful conference.  We are very grate-

ful to all of believers for chairing a won-

derful conference. 

This year I am looking forward to see-

ing all of you at the many KCNA events 

and activities planned.  The Regional 

Seminars in our four regions Southern 

California, Northern California, North-

west and East will be held in Chicago for 

the first time.  Regional and Faith Train-

ing Institute summer and fall sessions and 

the summer programs, Family Camp, 

Youth Camp, Young Adult Seminar and 

Spirituality Bridge and the 2016 KCNA 

Conference being held University of Cali-

fornia Berkeley, CA.  The Chair Church is 

the Konko Church of San Francisco.  The 

Faith Movement for the next year: 

“Kami hito aiyo-kakeyo no seikatsu 

undo” or “Kami and us, completing each 

other – Live the Faith!”  KCNA’s sub 

theme for the next year will be:    

2016 – Let us truly live the Way of 

Kami and all people in mutual fulfill-

ment. 

The KCNA encourages all of you to 

attend these events to enrich your faith.  

We should deepen our faith and realize 

the Divine Parent of Universe is integral 

in our lives.  I would ask all of you to 

share our faith with your family and 

friends.  And partake in Mediation at 

your local Church.  The KCNA Churches 

have endured many hardships so we all 

can have a place to worship and learn the 

Konko Faith.   

The KCNA Office staff is our whole-

heartedly honored for being able to serve 

the Konko Faith community here in 

North America.  We hope the KCNA and 

Churches can fulfill your spiritual devel-

opment. We hope to see all of you at the 

events and your participation is the key 

to another successful year.  Thank you. 

2016 NEW YEAR’S GREE TINGS by Rev . Roder ick Hashimoto  
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Rev. Roderick Hashimoto  

is the Chief Administrative 

Minister of KCNA and  

the Head Minister at  

the Konko Church of  

Vancouver.  

 

Email him at 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

or visit the KCNA website: 

www.konkofaith.org 
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Happy New Year!! First of all, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone for a great 2015! 

The KCNA Office truly appreciates all your hard work and dedication in volunteering your support of local 

churches and KCNA and we ended 2015 with a productive House of Delegates and Ministry Board of Review 

meeting in December. There are a few updates to report that will bring some change to 2016.  

HOD Proposals: 

● H15-01 “For KCNA Leadership Pilgrimage”  (Approved) - Delegates discussed the merits of KCNA 

Office shaping the agenda for the Konkokyo International Gathering held at Hombu in November.  This 

pilgrimage for KCNA Office and HOD / MBR Chairs was described as a one year trial in 2016 that would 

promote relationships and strengthen our connections with Hombu. 

● H15-02 “For Hombu Donation (Offering)” (Amended, Not Approved) - Delegates discussed the merits 

of giving money back to Hombu in appreciation for their help over the years or using it to enhance propaga-

tion throughout KCNA. They amended the proposal to change the donation frequency to one time only in 

2016 and noted the vote was not over how to spend the funds, but rather on the proposed donation itself.  

● H15-03 “For New Ministers’ Grand Ceremony Travel Funding”  (Amended, Approved) -  Delegates 

discussed merits of having KCNA assist new ministers continue their training by sending them to Grand 

Cermonies to reinforce skills they have learned.  They amended proposal to remove the term “new” and 

have MBR develop guidelines and protocol to implement the program. 

● H15-04 “For 2016 KCNA Budget” (Approved) 

Events:  

● The 2016 KCNA Regional Seminars will be as follows:  

Northern CA:  Sacramento, Jan 9   Northwest:      Seattle,  Mar. 20  

Southern CA:  Gardena, Feb. 23   East:   Chicago, May 22 

● The 2016 Conference at UC Berkeley will be hosted by the Konko Church of San Francisco on August 12-

14. Final pricing and details are being finalized.   

Personnel: 

● Rev. Takao Kishii was recognized for 55 years of service as an ordained minister 

● Rev. Kanako Takeuchi was recognized for 35 years of service as an ordained minister. 

 

 

 

KCNA OFFICE NEWS  
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Rev. Michie Uzunoe 

is the Senior Minister  

at the Konko Church of 

Portland. 

 

The Missionary Women’s 

Society Seminar held  

their 25th Anniversary  

in January; Rev. Uzunoe 

was Chairperson of  MWSS 

from 2007 to 2012. 

 

Her article in Japanese can 

be found on page 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

Divine Parent of the Universe, Tenchi 

Kane no Kami-sama, Divine Mediator, 

Ikigami Konko Daijin-sama, thank you 

for our group’s continuation for 25 years 

and being allowed to celebrate it. Con-

gratulations to all of our members! 

Our 25th seminar started with MWSS 

Co-founder & Chairperson Rev. Joanne 

Tolosa’s main prayer and we received a 

greeting by KCNA CAM Rev. Roderick 

Hashimoto. The Seminar went very 

smoothly, as it always has from the begin-

ning. I was surprised and grateful how 

much we changed and grew in 25 years. 

Also I was very grateful that Alice Kawa-

hatsu (who was co-chair when this group 

was established) and Jane Hashimoto, 

(who was an original member but absent 

for a little while) were both able to attend, 

especially when Jane said, “I forgot how 

moving it is to hear our all-women voices 

during prayer.” Rev. Toshiko Kishii from 

Toronto is the eldest now in our group, 

but willing to attend every year even 

though it is a long trip by herself. Also 

able to attend were Rev. Mitsue Giulietti 

from Seattle with her baby & her husband 

Rev. Robert Giulietti’s support and pres-

ence, Rev. Kanako Takeuchi from Chi-

cago and Rev. Lisa Uzunoe from Port-

land.  

Unfortunately, some members have 

passed on, and some are frail and unable 

to travel. I am very blessed that I have 

been allowed to attend the entire 25 years 

since we started. We all know and have 

experienced that we cannot attend the 

seminar simply because we want to. Of 

course we need our own health but not 

only that, family, church, weather and 

transportation are important factors to 

consider and be addressed in order  to 

make our attendance possible. Then, 

once a year we meet and re-charge our 

energy to be given a lift.  

We can understand, talk and share 

with each other because we are all 

women and are in the same situation.  

Each time I attend, I cannot be thank-

ful enough, or appreciate without tears 

when I think back about the Konko pio-

neer women who lived before this group 

formed. Many women were without this 

support and joyful experiences together; 

how they suffered by themselves! 

Whether time passes or changes occur, 

human troubles or sufferings will not dis-

appear. I hope and pray for even just one 

more woman to be saved or have support 

and be encouraged by this group, and 

grow into women who have strong and 

un-shakable faith no matter what hard-

ships may come their way.  

I would like to thank the KCNA 

House of Delegates. Because of the 

budget we have been able to continue our 

activities.  

2016 MWSS—25TH ANNIVERSARY 

by Rev . Michie Uzunoe  
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more people behind the scenes, serving the guests. We 

learned and gained richer and more global ideas and 

views. It is easy for us to become narrow-minded, stay-

ing in our own church. But we need strong, bigger 

richer hearts for world propagation in KCNA. I would 

like to thank all the people and families who helped and 

supported our group and also ask for your continued 

support. I truly thank you, everyone, for these 25 years.  

Finally, we were able to hold the seminar in LAS 

VEGAS after several unsuccessful attempts. Rev. Yo-

shiko Ota found the hotel in a nice, quiet place away 

from the casinos, so we had nice meetings during the 

seminar. During free time, Rev. Toshio Ota drove us 

around, like a private chauffeur, so we were able to visit 

many world famous hotels and to see gorgeous decora-

tions. So many people were visiting and enjoying their 

vacation, but we were also able to see many, many 
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Twenty believers attended the 2016 

KCNA Northern California Regional 

Seminar at the Konko Church of Sacra-

mento on Saturday, January 9, 2016. 

Rev. Chika Oya, Associate minister of 

the Konko Church of Sacramento, gave 

us a lecture. The lecture provided an op-

portunity for us to understand different 

aspects of the Konko Faith. By receiving 

and practicing faith in our daily lives, we 

realize blessings through Mediation. 

The theme of this year’s Regional 

Seminar was “Let us truly live the Way 

of Kami and all people – in Mutual Ful-

fillment”. Rev. Chika Oya introduced a 

story of a garden at the Konko Church of 

Nakano. Kami and people created the gar-

den – in mutual fulfillment. 

The Nakano Church had to restructure 

the church after the East Japan Earth-

quake. After constructing minister’s resi-

dence and rebuilding the church, an open 

space was made between the two build-

ings. The most suggested solutions were 

either paving the area or planting trees. 

The church members suggested making a 

lawn, putting blocks for children’s play-

ground, or parking lot. Revs. Shinkichi 

and Mayumi Kawai, the head minister of 

the Nakano Church and his wife, prayed 

how the open space should be used. They 

wished the space would be used to show 

the way of Kami and all people. Then, one 

person came into Rev. Mayumi’s mind. 

She thought of Mr. Yasuo Kitayama, a 

contemporary master gardener who has 

received international repute. He is the 

top gardener in Japan, and he worked on 

Kyoto’s Zen temples (which are national 

treasures). In his busy schedule having 

works all over the world, Rev. Shinkichi 

answered, “No way.” Rev. Shinkichi 

thought Mr. Kitayama would never ac-

cept this project. 

About a month later, Rev. Mayumi 

asked, “If Mr. Kitayama is impossible, 

how about one of his disciples who lives 

in Tokyo?” Rev. Shinkichi made a phone 

call to Kitayama Zoen. He was stunned 

after hearing what Mr. Kitayama said 

over the phone. He said, “I am coming to 

Tokyo on December 4 and 5. What time 

is good for you?” Revs. Shinkichi and 

Mayumi Kawai later learned that Mr. 

Kitayama received a spiritual guidance 

from the 4th Konko-Sama while strug-

gling at his young age. 

When the master gardener started to 

work on the garden, he asked for the 

name of the garden. According to him, a 

respectful person should name the gar-

den. The most respectful person in Kon-

kokyo would be “Konko-Sama,” but 

Revs. Shinkichi and Mayumi Kawai 

hesitated to ask him. Without giving a 

clear answer to Mr. Kitayama, they post-

poned the naming until the completion of 

the garden. 

2016 NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL SEMINAR RECAP by Rev . Yomisu Oya 

Rev. Yomisu Oya  

is the Head Minister at the 

Konko Church of Sacramento  

 

 

 

 

 



The garden was completed, and Rev. Kawai de-

cided to ask Konko-Sama a favor. Without seeing or 

having detailed information regarding the garden, 

Konko-Sama gave the name of the garden on the 

very next day. He named the garden Hekisui-en, 

clear blue water garden. 

Rev. Shinkichi and Mayumi Kawai were 

stunned. “Hekisui” is the name of the 4th Konko-

Sama. He composed his poems under this name. 

They were speechless that a garden in a local church 

shared the same name as the 4th Konko-Sama. How-

ever, at the same time, they thought it was a perfect 

name for the garden, which was created by Mr. Ki-

tayama. Mr. Kitayama became a great gardener after 

recieving a strong encouragement from the 4th Konko-

Sama. They also thought that the name was perfect for 

the appearance of the garden. Many people came and 

praised the beauty of nature created by trees and water. 

Mr. Kitayama seeks thoroughly the essential qualities 

of the garden. This is the reason why his garden im-

presses many people. Mr. Kitayama aims for the true 

way, which Konko faith also follows. 

Based on the impressive story, we shared our 

thoughts about “Kami and us to be mutually fulfilled 

in our daily lives.” 
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Save the Dates  
for the Faith Training Seminar’s 

Spring Session at UC Berkeley 

(Berkeley, California) 

24-26 

● Founder:  Age 61-70 

● Organization: KCNA History 

● Disciples: KCNA History, part 2 

● Theology: Virtue; Human and Divine 

● Theology: Tenchi Kakitsuke 

● Theology:  Mitama 

● Application: Expanding Prayer 

● Application: Sharing the Konko Faith 

Segment 4  

Classes include: 



Rev. Joanne Tolosa 

is the Head Minister  

at the Konko Church of  

San Francisco. 

 

She gave this sermon at 

their Monthly Memorial 

Service on December 6, 

2015. 
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Good morning, everyone. Welcome 

again, to the Monthly service to honor our 

Divine Parent of the Universe and our 

loved ones celebrating a spiritual birthday 

at this December Memorial Service. May 

they be eternally happy & at spiritual 

peace. 

Rev. Fukuda passed away 58 years 

ago today at the age of 59 and he led a 

very full life, as we all well know. Eddy 

Matsui passed away at the young age of 

21, yet he also led a life full of impact on 

many other people here in North America 

and Japan. They both had a lot of cha-

risma, drawing to this faith both men and 

women, people of various ethnic back-

grounds and socio-economic classes. It is 

easy to understand why people admired 

them and saw them as positive influences 

in their lives; even inspirational. 

Yet if we think about it, not just inspi-

rational people make an impact on us. 

How many people here think you grow 

more when things come easy to you? How 

many people here think you grow more 

when you face adversity or hardships, and 

have to struggle? 

It is a common wish to have things 

handed to us on a platter; for things to 

come easily to us, whereby we don’t have 

to struggle. But when things come easy, I 

think we find that it’s easy to take things 

for granted. 

There are people in our lives, who 

support us, who love us unconditionally 

and may never criticize us or tell us 

things that may upset us because they 

don’t want to hurt our feelings. When we 

want to be comforted and feel loved, 

these are the best people to be around. 

They definitely help our hearts grow with 

love. 

But is it always fine to stay in our 

comfort zone? We may say so, but truly, 

how much growth can take place without 

being challenged? You may have heard 

this teaching handed down by our Foun-

der: 

“For those practicing faith, it is im-

portant not to feel angry, even if there is 

something to be angry about.” (GII, Tsu-

gawa, Haruo,  18.1, Selected Teachings, 

p. 66) Konko Daijin also taught us that if 

someone hits us on the head, we should 

ask that person if their hand hurts, instead 

of worrying about our head. 

These teachings may obviously still 

be difficult for us to put into practice. I 

would, however, like to ask you to think 

about one or two people who annoy or 

irritate you. It could even be a loved one 

since we spend so much time together in 

our homes. It could be last week, yester-

day, this morning, or even now. 

Now, I want you to think about what 

it is that annoys or irritates you about that 

THAT ANNOYING PERSON IS HELPING ME GROW!  

by Rev . Joanne To losa  
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We know that it is imperative for newborns to cry to 

activate their lungs and start to breathe. It is important 

for caterpillars coming out of the chrysalis to break out 

themselves to become butterflies for oxygen to get 

pumped into their wings to strengthen and expand. If 

they get help breaking free, they will die because their 

wings won’t expand as they should. 

Think of that person or persons again, who annoy or 

irritate you, and think of how they are actually helping 

you become a better person. Think about the fact that 

you may not like what you hear them say, but that it 

may be a message our Divine Parent wanted you to 

hear, to help you, help each of us, become better people. 

As I say sometimes at the Mediation Desk, “What 

I’m about to say may not be what you want to hear, but 

I believe it is what you need to hear.” 

So in this season of love, caring and sharing, let’s 

think about the teaching: “For those practicing faith, it 

is important not to feel angry, even if there is something 

to be angry about.” I would also like to add to this 

teaching: “For those practicing faith, it is important to 

do our best not to feel anger, annoyed or irritated, even 

if there is something to be angry, annoyed or irritated 

about.” 

To clarify, if we ARE there at the point of being 

angry, annoyed or irritated, it is important to acknowl-

edge these feelings or emotions and not suppress them. 

But we should try to work them out so we don’t harm 

or hurt ourselves, or hurt other people’s feelings. 

Let’s thank our Divine Parent Kami for these people 

in our lives and do our best to keep our “Wagakoro” or 

joyful, peaceful hearts for long stints, as much as possi-

ble. Thank you. 

person. Whatever that is, can you see yourself doing 

that very thing to others, or is it something that you be-

lieve you never do? In other words, does that person 

behave similar to you? Or do you find that person much 

different, or the opposite of how you behave? 

Can you recall times when you thought of ways to 

try to avoid that person, or ways you tried to respond to 

that annoying behavior so that you wouldn’t have to be 

exposed to that behavior by that person? It may not 

seem apparent to you, but all that time you are spend-

ing, thinking of that person, (as annoying as you think 

that person is) that person is actually helping you grow 

as a person. That person is helping you be more com-

passionate and come out of your comfort zone or realm 

of familiarity. As irritating as it may seem, that person 

has the potential or has already had a positive impact on 

you because it involves dealing with or engaging with 

someone who doesn’t think like you, or is too much like 

you. 

The message I want to share is that to a degree, ad-

versity is important in our lives. Of course adversity to 

the point of being overwhelming to us is not healthy. 

And it is important to resolve things in our lives, as 

much as possible, before it gets to the point of over-

whelming us. But some adversity, some challenges are 

helpful. 

In society, we are taught to avoid distasteful things. 

However, using our faith and trying to see hardships or 

difficulties as blessings in disguise, makes accepting 

these adversities, or irritations or annoyances easier, so 

that we can get back to our “Wagakoro” or joyful, 

peaceful hearts. 



Rev. Todd Takahashi, 

Ph.D, 

is an Associate Minister  

at the Konko Church of 

Honolulu. 

 

He delivered this sermon  

on September 12, 2015,  

the day of the one year  

anniversary of her passing,  
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At Reverend Ishiwata’s funeral last 

year, I made a promise that I would be 

here for her one-year memorial.  In Kon-

kōkyō, we have two kinds of death as 

taught to us in the following teaching:  

“Immortality is important for humans.  

Immortality is when others keep praying 

for you after you die” (II Kondō, Tsuru 1).  

Thus based on this teaching, the first type 

of death is when the mitama is forgotten 

and not revered.  When that happens, the 

spirit suffers.  The other kind of death is 

when the mitama is revered and remem-

bered.  When the mitama is remembered, 

it lives on and works hard for our happi-

ness. 

Today, as we come together for Rev-

erend Ishiwata’s one-year memorial, we 

honor, remember, and give life to Ishi-

wata Sensei for her many years of love, 

goyō, generosity, and prayers. 

As family members, I know, you 

know how amazing your mother… 

grandmother… great-grandmother was 

and still is.  But have you ever asked a 

believer… a member… another minister 

about how amazing she was to us?  I 

think you would be pleasantly surprised 

to hear the stories that would be shared.  

Please allow me to share with you how 

special Sensei was to me.  I hope this will 

REV. HARUKO HELEN ISHIWATA’S ONE YEAR MEMORIAL  

by Rev . Todd Takahashi  
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That evening, after my meeting, I raced to Safeway 

to buy the offerings for Aiko Sensei.  Then, I raced to 

church.  As I approached the church, all the lights were 

on and the door was open.  I thought to myself, “No 

way!  This can’t be!  What’s going on?”  When I got to 

the door, Ishiwata Sensei met me there.  She said, “I 

knew you would come!”  I profusely apologized for 

keeping her up and she said: 

“No!  No!  You didn’t at all.  My grandchildren are 

here.  For some reason, they  wanted to speak with 

their Uncle Byron about tax stuff.  They brought pizza.  

But for some reason, they wouldn’t leave and it is al-

most 9:00.  And when you didn’t show up, I thought 

that maybe Kami Sama sent those two to keep me up!  

Oh Kami Sama and Aiko Sensei’s mitama really knew 

you would be here!  Let us pray!” 

Hawai’i to San Jose 

Some of you might wonder, how did a boy from 

Hawaiʻi – Waipahu of all places – started coming to 

San Jose Church?  When I first moved from Los Ange-

les to the Bay Area, I was a graduate student at Stanford 

University.  Stanford as many of you know is equidis-

tant between San Francisco and San Jose.  I did not 

know which church to attend.  I did otodoke with my 

spiritual mentor, the Reverend Wakiko Igawa (Konkō 

Church of Whittier-Rose Hills).  Without even giving 

me room to breath, she said, “You go to San Jose 

Church.  You attend there!”  After graduating from 

Stanford, I found a place in Willow Glen, literally 5+ 

minutes by car to church (and I was always late for ser-

vices on Sunday – yikes!).  When I told Igawa Sensei 

this she said, “Oh good, now you can go to church eve-

ryday!  Before you do that, talk with Ishiwata Sensei.”   

I replied, “Really?”  And she retorted, “Don’t be lazy!  

help you understand why I was passionate about being 

at today’s service. 

Honoring Your Ancestors 

Ishiwata Sensei truly honored the deceased, as she 

would send to all of us those postcards that told us who 

passed away this month and the year.  I know all of you 

know what I am talking about, because you received 

those cards too!  Even after I moved home to Hawai’i, I 

still received the postcards.  She would remind me, “So 

and so anniversary day is coming up.”  Sensei per-

formed many memorial services for me while lived here 

in San Jose. 

I remember the day very clearly: March 1, 2002.  I 

had a very important speech and debate meeting to at-

tend and it was going to last a long time.  However, 

March 1 is very important to me, as it is the late Rever-

end Aiko Ōba’s (Shiba Church) meinichi [date of pass-

ing].  Up to this point, I have never missed an anniver-

sary date for various mitama.  On those anniversary 

dates, I would buy the offerings, Sensei would place 

them on the altar, and then do a special prayer service.  

But on this day, I was freaking out.  If I did not attend 

this meeting, my students would not be allowed to at-

tend the national qualifying tournament for speech and 

debate.  However, I have never missed Aiko’s Sensei 

meinichi, and I was worried that I would not be able to 

have the service that day! 

As I drove to work, this began to consume me, until 

finally I told Kami Sama, “Look!  I don’t care if I have 

to wake up Ishiwata Sensei, this service is happening 

one way or another.  And if you don’t like, you’d better 

do something about it.”  And believe me, Parent Kami 

did. 

(Cont) 
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for either.  She did ask me about doing the Shin Reijin 

Haishi [Newly Departed Soul Prayer].  I explained to 

her that at Whittier-Rose Hills Church we did that every 

day especially since the church was surrounded by a 

graveyard and people die every day.  Sensei responded, 

“That makes absolute sense.  Let’s do it!” 

Shaking my Foundation 

I pride myself in knowing that I have a pretty solid 

theological foundation when it comes to teachings and 

other aspects of Konkōkyō.  However, there are a few 

people out there who have shaken this foundation and 

truly made me rethink the way I interpret teachings or 

view things.  Reverend Ishiwata was one of those 

individuals. 

On the first day of my daily pilgrimage to church, 

You have received so much okage up to this point, you 

can’t even go to church once a day to give thanks?” 

Nissan 日参 

I will never forget the Sunday I went to church to 

speak with Ishiwata Sensei about nissan (going to 

church daily).  She was incredibly elated and said, “Oh 

Todd Sensei, I have a feeling you are going to keep me 

busy.”  She asked whether our prayer service should be 

done in English or Japanese.  I told her, “I don’t like 

doing it in English.  Can we do it in Japanese?”  Sensei 

responded, “Oh, that’s wonderful!  I prefer it in Japa-

nese too!” 

Then she asked me about prayers we should use.  It 

was a hilarious conversation because the prayers I liked, 

she liked and the ones I did not care for she did not care 
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deeper meaning.  From that day on, the Tenchi Kaki-

tsuke was recited at the okekkai only during my daily 

pilgrimage.  And this practice continues today, as I 

never recite the Tenchi Kakitsuke (except during prayer 

services and liturgies) in front of the altar for Parent 

God. 

Toritsugi: Sensei Saving Me 

Many of us were allowed to receive Sensei’s Torit-

sugi and receive Kami Sama’s favor.  Reverend Ishi-

wata always mediated our hearts to Parent Kami and 

prayed for our happiness.  For me, there was a media-

tion that I will never forget. 

One day, I decided to send a ministerial colleague in 

Hawai’i an email.  I just said hello and inquired if he 

was ok.  The next day, I received a scathing email full 

of disdain from this individual (please know that this 

person has truly changed for the better).  This individual 

exclaimed how I was never supposed to be a minister, 

how no one wanted me to become a minister, that no 

minister in Hawaiʻi likes and trusts me, etc.  I was in 

utter shock.  Devastated.  I did not know what to think 

or do.  I could not concentrate for the entire day.  I 

printed the email out trying to figure out what I might 

have said to elicit such a response.  I cried a number of 

times throughout the day. 

When I got into the church, Ishiwata Sensei took 

one look at me and said, “You don’t need to pray.  

Come here!”  I can still remember that day.  She was 

very strict and rather loud.  Not the normal, soft, quiet, 

and gentle Sensei we all know.  When I got to the okek-

kai, she asked calmly yet with a strict tone, “What’s the 

matter?”  I told her everything and she asked to see the 

email. 

we started prayer: (a) Amatsu Norito (former Purifica-

tion Prayer), (b) Shinzen Haishi (Kami Prayer), (c) 

Toritsugi-shoshi (Mediation Prayer), and (d) Shintoku 

Sanji (Adoration Prayer).  As we clapped four times, I 

thought, “I think she forgot the Tenchi Kakitsuke.”  Af-

ter praying to the mitama side (Reizen Haishi, Sosen 

Sanji, and Shin Reijin Haishi), Sensei went to the okek-

kai (seat of mediation) where she clapped her hands 

four times and then began to recite the Tenchi Kaki-

tsuke.  I thought, “I think she’s making up for forget-

ting.”  And I giggled internally. 

After the prayer service was over, Sensei asked me, 

“Did you notice something different today?”  And I told 

her, “Oh I think you forgot the Tenchi Kakitsuke at the 

Kami Altar.”  She laughed and said, “No Todd Sensei, I 

purposely didn’t do it.  Do you know why I did the Ten-

chi Kakitsuke from the okekkai?”  At that moment, I 

was baffled.  I had no clue.  Here I am a master’s gradu-

ate from Stanford University and I could not even an-

swer her question.  Shrugging my shoulders, I said, “I 

don’t know.” 

Ishiwata Sensei said passionately: 

“The Tenchi Kakitsuke is a reminder from Kami 

Sama to us.  It doesn’t make sense to remind Kami 

Sama what is in the Tenchi Kakitsuke.  But because this 

is a teaching… a reminder from Kami Sama… doesn’t 

it make sense that we recite it from the okekkai?  It is at 

the okekkai where we receive the words of Kami Sama, 

isn’t it?” 

When she said this, I was floored.  My whole world 

seemed to have been turned upside down.  Until this 

point, I did not realize I was just going through the mo-

tions of saying the prayers without thinking about their 
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After reading the email, she said in a stern voice, 

“Why are you crying for?  You should be so grateful to 

this person!”  I was shocked because this was not the 

sweet and quiet woman I knew.  Her voice was raised 

and she sounded strict.  Furthermore, I am sitting in 

front of her devastated and she’s telling me I should be 

grateful.  I thought she had either taken drugs or forgot-

ten to take her medication for the day. 

She looked at me and said, “In order to become a 

minister, the head minister must trust, believe in, and 

love the person they are going to sponsor.   In this letter, 

this person has shown you the one person who trusts 

you, loves you, and believes in you.  Do you know who 

that person is?” 

I looked at her and said, “Reverend Kikue Ko-

dama?”  Without missing a beat, she replied, “Exactly!  

And now you have nothing to cry about.”  Taking the 

shaku [a ritual baton used by male ministers during a 

service] in her hand, she slammed it on the okekkai 

desk, then she said out loud and sternly, “Now let’s 

pray, you have lots to be grateful for!”  Literally at that 

moment, the clouds of sadness in my heart lifted and I 

felt free.  Sadness turned immediate to joy, and this time 

it was tears of appreciation running down my cheeks as 

we prayed. 

Thank You 

I realize that for Reverend Ishiwata’s family, there 

were times that your mother… grandmother… great-

grandmother could not be there for a function, your 

games, or she was unable to spend much time with you 

due to her ministerial responsibilities.  However, on be-

half of all of us who were touched and saved by Sensei, 

received her Toritsugi and prayers; I want to thank all of 

you for sharing your mother… grandmother… great-

grandmother with all of us.  If you had not allowed her 

to be herself, I think many of us would not be here to-

day to offer our hearts of love and appreciation to her.  

Please know that we are eternally grateful to have had 

her love, prayers, and guidance in our lives.  And we 

are truly grateful to all of you for sharing her with us. 

 Thank you. 



布教する女性の会員の皆様、25周年おめでとう御座います！ 天地の親神様、生神金光大神様、此処

までこの会を継続出来ましたことに改めて御礼申し上げます。議長ジョアン先生の開会式の祭詞に

始まり、北米センター所長の橋本先生から祝辞をいただき、セミナーは全く前からそうである様に

スムーズに進行し、皆んなが和気あいあいと活発に話しているのに驚きと喜びが湧き上がり、この

25年の年月を改めて感じました。一番嬉しかった事は会設立の副議長だったアリスさんや、久々に

ジェーンさんが出席できて女性だけの御祈念の声に再感動されたことです。また、トロントの俊子

先生は御歳にもかかわらず（ごめんなさい）長時間の一人旅でも毎年楽しみに参加して下さってま

す。シアトルからは光恵先生が御主人の助けを得て赤ちゃん連れで、シカゴの佳奈子先生、ポート

ランドのリサ先生が参加できました。 

残念なことにこれまでに幾人かの会員が亡くなり、老齢の為参加できなくなりましが、私は奇跡的

にこの25年間、一回目からおかげを頂き続けて休むことなくこの度のセミナーに参加することが出

来ました。私たちは会員の全員が経験していることですが自分が行きたいという思いだけでいける

ものではなく、己の健康は勿論の事、家族や教会、天候、交通とあらゆる条件を乗り越えてやっと

参加が可能になります。そして、一年に一度皆んなと出会って絆を深め、信心のエネルギーを再稼

働させて来たのです。女性同士だから分かち合えること、理解できること、そして助け合うことが

出来、前向きに進めるよう努力してきました。参加する度に、この様な機会も場所も無く、其れま

で教会で一人苦しんで辛抱されていた女性達のことを思うと、有難くて涙なくして御礼申し上げず

には居られません。時代は変わっても人間の悩みや困難は無くなるわけもなく、これからもこの会

が一人でも多くの布教する女性を導き励まし、周りの噂や誹謗に左右されることのない、一人の女

性として己の括弧とした揺るぎのない信心を育ていける様願ってやみません。加えて、北米教務所

より予算をいただきこの会が継続出来ます事に、厚く御礼申し上げます。 

この度は今まで、何度も計画が挫折したラスベガスでの開催でした。ホテルは御世話掛の太田美子

先生の考慮でカジノがない静かな地域で落ち着いて会議が出来、また、俊夫先生というお抱え運転

手のおかげを蒙り、自由時間には沢山の世界に名立たるホテルの豪華な装飾を見たり、そこで楽し

む沢山の人を、またそれを負けない数で支えている裏の人々に思いを寄せ、偏見に囚われない、グ

ローバルな豊かな心を養うことが出来たのではないでしょうか。ともすれば教会の中だけで終わっ

てしまう環境にある私達ですが、世界布教を目指す北米では女性の信心がより強く、大きく、豊か

な心を持って御用することの大切さを痛感しています。故に今まで御協力下さった会員の御家族の

皆様へ感謝申し上げ、更に今後の事もお願い申し上げる次第です。25年間、本当にお世話になりま

した、有難う御座いました。 
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Page 16 

KONKO REVIEW  



 Season’s Greetings for 2016 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!      
今年もよろしくお願いします！！ 

 

Wishing you a year filled with Joy, Happiness, and good Health. 

 May you realize Kami’s unconditional love in everything you do. 

Wishing everyone a very Happy New Year!!  
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Season’s Greetings  

 and Very Best Wishes  

 for a Happy, Healthy  

 and Prosperous New Year! 

 

 謹 賀 新 年  
 

Konko Church of San Jose 

Byron J. Ishiwata & Believers 

Happy New Year 2016! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Konko Church of Vancouver 

Rev. & Mrs. Roderick Hashimoto & Believers 
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CONTACT INFORMATION for Loca l Churches & Propagat ion Ha l l s  

 CHURCHES  

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 tenchinoko@sbcglobal.net 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 muzunoe@hotmail.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hill 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Visit us online at  

http://www.konkofaith.org 
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