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Chief Administrative Minister – Season's Greetings 

by Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin 

Happy New Year! Thank you for your continued support and prayers. Let's be proud of what we accomplished in 2017 
and continue to stay focused in 2018! This year’s KCNA Theme and movement is to practice faith so we are able to 
“Shine from Within: Through the Power of Positive Talking."  

I would like to share the teaching I received at our New Years’ Service: “Those who believe in Kami are allowed to enjoy 
themselves in everything they do.” When we believe in Kami and practice faith, it leads us closer to Kami. When we get 
closer to Kami, we begin to realize that everything is Kami’s blessings.  

When we practice faith this way, we become to be able to enjoy ourselves in everything we do because we are grateful 
no matter what may occur. Konko Daijin, our Founder, taught and showed us that this fact. This is how we are saved, 
how we realize Kami’s blessings, receive divine arrangements, and accumulate divine virtue. 

So how can we stay focused this year to keep on track, to hold ourselves accountable for the things we promised to 
accomplish this year? What are you going to do to take that step? Can you do it? Yes you can.   

All of you are the front line of propagation for this faith. As members and believers of this faith, you have a great 
opportunity to be able to reach out to more people that enables you show your faith through your smile, your positive 
attitude, positive thinking, and positive talking. Our Founder lived, practiced, and showed us that accepting challenges in 
our daily life with Kami can be good practice in working towards a more positive outcome. Just like exercise, we have to 
challenge ourselves to make a difference and make a change.   

Let's stay positive! Don’t say negative things! Always communicate and talk to Kami! We are alive so things happen, but 
we are not alone; Kami is always there to help guide us to live the best life we can. I look forward to seeing many of you 
at this year’s various KCNA activity and events! Cheers to work towards a strong Body, Mind and Spirit!  

 

 

Announcement on 2018 KCNA Registration Forms 

The KCNA Office will be sending out the Yearly Mailer soon, with the Annual KCNA Members’ Registration Form 
enclosed. This form will allow the KCNA Office to have a better estimate of the number of members throughout KCNA 
and send information on our Programs such as the Annual Conferences, Faith Training Seminars, and Regional Seminars. 

Starting this year, KCNA Office will also use them to verify your eligibility for any KCNA subsidy for travel / housing for 
these programs.  Signing up is quick and easy and we'd really appreciate hearing from you! 

If you do not receive the KCNA Yearly Mailer and would like one mailed to you, please contact the KCNA Office at 
kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org or 415-851-9722.  

  

 

mailto:kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org�
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KCNA Office News 

HOD Proposals:  

• H17-01 "To Approve the Travel Subsidy for the 2018 Conference Speaker" (Amended, Approved) - Delegates 
discussed the merits of a travel subsidy for Rev. Kiyoji Konko in appreciation for time away from his duties at 
Hombu.  They amended the proposal to include funds for an additional companion, similar to 2017's proposal. 

• H17-02 "To Approve the 2018 KCNA Budget" (Approved) 

Discussions: 

• "Would Moving HOD Meeting Location from SF to another location be acceptable on a trial basis?" - Delegates 
discussed the merits of having the meeting nearby SFO or in Southern California, as transportation and costs 
became more of a factor for the current location.  Many felt current location was acceptable, although 
Delegates could take more responsibility to help. 

• "Should Faith Training Seminars be combined with Regional Seminars to reach more people effectively?" - 
Delegates discussed the merits of taking the large amount of work provided by instructor and trying different 
distribution methods to reach more people (since they couldn't always attend FTI).  Some felt the coursework 
should stay separate since it would be too intense for a Regional Seminar. 

• "How can HOD help local Churches and Ministers?" - Delegates and Ministers had separate discussion groups 
to see where each group perceived difficulties and expectations.  An additional discussion had Delegates 
discussing merits of creating a fund to help local churches' efforts to address safety concerns in older churches. 

Events: 

• The 2018 KCNA Regional Seminars will be on the following dates & locations: 

 Northern CA:   February 17, San Jose   Northwest:   March 10, Portland 
 Southern CA:     February 24, Whittier-Rose Hills  East:  May 27, Chicago 
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When I received Sacred Mediation from our Spiritual Leader, who said, “Never forget that this is your home,” I 
always thought that it meant for me not to forget Kami, and always practice faith with Kami; not to forget that this 
Sacred place is home to your faith. 

I now realize that there was one more important message that he was also telling me. It was that the key to saving 
yourself, and saving others, is through Mediation. Practice faith through communicating and always praying, talking 
to Kami, and giving appreciation for the gift of life bestowed upon me. This realization is what connects us to Kami. I 
knew that in my head, but have only recently realized the importance of this in my daily life. 

 

As I begin my journey to be the new KCNA CAM this year, I see the evidence of declining overall number of believers, 
participation in KCNA activities, and decline in people seeking Mediation. I ask myself why this is. There may be various 
reasons, like modern medicine, finding cures, or just a busy life that prevents people from feeling the need to seek 
Mediation and ask for Kami’s help.  As we become a more human-centered world, relying on technology, medicine, and 
the like, I fear communication with Kami becomes less and less important and the appreciation for the gift of life we have 
received is getting a bit cloudy. 

We tend to forget that the life we have cannot be sustained on our own power, but it is through Kami that we have this 
gift of life, which allows us the ability to love, give love, help others, and make others happy. 

CAM's Activity Speech (given at International Gathering) 

 

Hello! I am Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin, associate minister of the Konko Church of Portland and currently serving my first 
year as the Chief Administrative Minister of the Konko Churches of North America (KCNA) Office. 
Last year was my first time back to Honbu in 13 years, and honestly, I felt like nothing much had changed. Everything 
seemed to stand still in time while the world around this sacred ground had changed and grew. However, I realized 
that this was not a bad thing. I don’t want it to change. The pure foundation of this Konko Faith should not change, and 
this was comforting to me. 

Konko Daijin’s Disciples spread their passion of this religion and their faith ran like wildfire throughout Japan and 
eventually spread across the seas to North America, Hawaii, and Canada. Continuing to grow the Konko Faith and 
propagating beyond the borders of this sacred home has always had a challenge: to propagate our faith in countries 
that have different customs and cultures. The KCNA Pioneering Ministers' “isshin” faith and passion in spreading the 
Konko Faith in North America has come a long way. However, it seems like that fire, that passion, does not have the 
same intensity today.  I mean, we have it much easier than our Founder. We have many teachings, we have our 
Founder’s life to show us how to practice faith and communicate to Kami, AND we have Mediation. So, why is it that 
more people are not being saved? 

Our Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin, has shown us that it is through 
this Mediation that both people and Kami are saved. Today, 
everything around us seems to happen at such a high pace while 
we juggle everything in a chaotic manner, with modern 
technology, medicine, cars, and smart phones. You'd think that it 
should make our lives easier, but in reality, I think we are actually 
busier and have hectic lives because we are able to do more with 
modern technology. I realized that we are becoming a more 
human-centered world than a Kami-centered world. 
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Many of us can say that knowledge is power. BUT, knowledge by itself cannot be useful, whether it be in studying, 
practicing faith, or even exercising. Without knowing how to utilize the knowledge we may have gained, and without 
practicing and understanding that we are allowed to live, we cannot improve or move forward. 

Thus, this year, on an organizational level, to help us re-focus, we changed from a large theological idea to a smaller, 
individually focused one: How can a believer deepen their relationship with Kami through their own daily actions?  By 
realizing their relationship with Kami on a practical, personal level, it is hoped that they will come to understand and 
appreciate Kami, enabling them to “Smile from Within”. 

 

We have already started the first year of our four year Movement of “Shine from Within and (1st subtheme): Through 
Heart, Mind, and Body”.  

We are alive, thus, our heart, mind and body are components that are interrelated and require a balance in order to 
maintain a grateful heart, a healthy physical body, and give us hope, healing, and peace of mind to be able to move 
forward even when life may throw obstacles in our way.  

We hold the map to our happiness. With the knowledge we gain through practicing faith daily, I pray that all of us will 
keep continuing to spark Kami’s light that wants to shine brightly within each and every one of us. So, let our Kami’s 
heart, in each one of us, be the beacon of hope and guidance for you and to those around us so that we can all “Shine 
bright AND be able to truly Smile from Within”. 

We wanted people to realize why and how we should 
appreciate our lives by asking ourselves four things: 

1. What is my purpose in life? What do I want 
to accomplish in this lifetime? 

2. What role does Kami play in my life? 

3. Do I want a relationship with Kami? Why?  

4. How am I going to maintain this relationship 
and receive blessings to fulfill the life I want 
with Kami? 

 

I return once again to this sacred ground called Goreichi. The pure foundation of this Konko Faith should not change. 
Likewise, we should also practice a faith that will not deviate from the pure foundation of this Konko Faith. We should 
not forget Kami’s Wish and we should not forget to give appreciation for the life we have received. 

On behalf of the Konko Churches of North America, I would like to say “Thank you” to our Founder Konko Daijin and his 
successors. 

“Thank you” to our Spiritual Leader, Rev. Heiki Konko, and his family for their daily service and prayers. I am grateful that 
everyone, even someone like me, can come to worship at these sacred grounds, and everyone around the world is able 
to receive Konko Daijin’s sacred Mediaton. I pray that this will never change so that many more people can be saved for 
many generations to come.   

Thank you. 
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Rev. Mitsutoshi Horio Delivers Welcome Address at Third Konko 
International Gathering 

Hello everyone. Welcome to the sacred place of Konko town and the Konko Seminary. My name is Mitsutoshi Horio 
and I am the Seminary director. I was requested to speak to you about how to pass on the faith to others. In the next 
10 minutes, I will do my best to address this topic. 

I believe there are two ways of passing on faith. One is to share directly with others how wonderful the Konko beliefs 
are. The other is to have people first look at me, so I myself am an advertisement. I try to have others feel reassured 
and to develop a trusting relationship with them. Then I can pass on my faith or have my faith touch them in some 
way. I deeply hope that I can treasure this latter way of passing on the faith. 

Allow me to share a predecessors teaching. “Being 
thankful is the most important part and, indeed, the 
heart of this faith. No matter how much you pray, Kami 
will not look your way if you don’t have a thankful 
heart. There is nothing inside the altar.”  Therefore, it 
makes a great difference, whether you have this 
gratitude in yourself or not. 

In another story from a senior reverend, a couple always 
expressed their grateful and thankful feelings to Kami 
from the bottom of their hearts. One day their son told 
me, “I don’t understand anything about the faith, but 
my parents were always giving thanks to Kami. If Kami is 
something that special and thankful, I wanted to learn 
about Kami and decided to come to the Konko 
Seminary.” He made me realize that the Konko Faith is 
not something that is just passed on, but it is also 
something that can be felt. 

There is a fish market in the Shimonoseki fishing harbor 
in Yamaguchi prefecture. Not only do fish wholesalers 
shop there, but many tourists visit daily and buy fresh 
sushi, sashimi, fugu miso soup, and many other types of 
seafood. One day on my way home, I stopped by the 
market after my trip from the Konko Headquarter’s 
Grand Service. I went into a sushi restaurant and the 
first thing that came to my attention were the words on 
the back of the worker’s T-shirts. It said “Yes, I would be happy to!” When I said, “May I have a beer please?” they 
answered, “Yes, I would be happy to!” “Can you make me a toro sushi?” The chef answered, “Yes, I would be happy to!” 
It might have been the restaurant’s rule to reply in that way, but I was filled with happiness and pleasure, and, of course, 
the sushi was delicious.  

I consider the following teaching to be important in our daily lives. “Konko Daijin opened the way to a life of happiness 
for us so do not spend your everyday life with an unhappy face. Just as we believe in the Principle Parent of the 
Universe, we too must have a heart as broad as the universe.” [GIII Jinkyukyogoroku 8]  

I would like to keep on being thankful for everything and have a faithful life full of happiness. I believe that this feeling is 
the most important part of passing on the faith to others. Thank you very much. 

 

Rev. Mitsutoshi Horio at the Konko Seminary 
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From the 2017 KCNA Scholarship Recipient 

Max Segawa 

Even though our talks are short (because he's always busy or the time difference), talking with him shows me a 
faith perspective, which is helpful because i don't always think about that.  He is of course a minister, but usually 
it's not his faith knowledge that stands out; he's very relatable because he shares some of the issues he had when 
younger too.  

 I think I talk to him more now because I am more open to getting help from others based on the conversations we 
have.  I used to be very secluded and closed off from people because I was taught that the only person who could 
change me was me.   Now that I'm willing to receiving help, people like Todd sensei have been generous with their 
support and I can see the results. This was my first year in the Young Adult Seminar and I was much more 
confident compared to attending Youth Camp almost four years ago. 

For my graduation, he gifted me an original copy of Voice of the Universe.  Even though I had not read before, this, 
along with the fact that he flew so far to come to my graduation, is amazing to me and I am honored.  He sincerely 
thinks I will succeed in life and his support and compassion towards me, even when we first met, has really helped 
me embrace this faith when it could've been so hard for someone in my position.  That's why I would say he has 
influenced my faith the most.  

I'd like to continue practicing faith though because I see what great desire my mother or my grandparents in 
Osaka have about it in their lives.  Maybe one day I can even show my own children what I've learned about being 
a believer in this faith. 

 

 

My name is Max Segawa and I am a believer at the 
Konko Church of Toronto.  I'd like to thank KCNA for 
awarding me their 2017 Student Scholarship.  They gave 
me the chance to contribute an article, so I'd like to 
share something about myself and my faith. 

While I am a fifth-generation believer, it is difficult for 
me to be actively involved with church and faith over 
the past few years because I live over five hours away 
from Toronto. It is hard to attend regularly, so other 
than my parents, the person who has influenced my 
beliefs the most has definitely been Rev. Todd 
Takahashi.  I met him at my first KCNA Conference in 
2013, but didn't really talk to him much until recently.  
We don't see each other often since he lives in Hawaii 
and I live in Michigan, but I keep in contact with him 
very frequently now, especially when i need help and 
no one is around.   
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This teaching guides my way of life to serve Kami and people as a Konko minister with all my heart. Soon after I 
became a trainee under the guidance of Rev. Soichiro Otsubo, founding minister of KC Airaku, Japan, I came across 
this teaching of our founder. I immediately realized this teaching described the ultimate way to lead all people to 
true world peace. 

My Favorite Konko Teaching 
Rev. Masanori Takeuchi, KC Chicago 

 

My university days were during the Vietnam era and I was soon 
caught up in the anti-war movement on campus. I joined the radical 
student movements. I devoted myself to the movement for five 
years with the understanding that, as a Konko believer, I would have 
to fight on the frontline for people who were suppressed and 
discriminated against. I really wanted to reform the world for the 
betterment of people.   

But gradually, as I became more actively involved in the movement, 
I felt more and more that I couldn’t leave this world without seeking 
the kind of faith that Rev. Otsubo taught us. He called it, “A ‘Wa-Ga 
Kokoro World.’” Wa-Ga Kokoro literally means, “peaceful and joyful 
heart.” A Wa-Ga Kokoro World, then, would be a world in which 
everyone had hearts filled with peace and joy to overflowing. 
Needless to say, I was deeply troubled by these conflicting loyalties 
in deciding just what I should do. 

Then there came a turning point in my life. I had a divine dream which determined the rest of my life. In that 
dream, our family sought the sacred mediation of Rev. Otsubo.  My father introduced me to him. He said to me, 
“Masanori, the feelings which inspire you to fight for suppressed and discriminated people are the same as those 
through which the Konko faith tries to help and support people in difficulties.” 

I thought long and hard about this impressive dream. I ultimately decided to return to the Airaku church once 
more. I eagerly wanted to know the proper way to human fulfillment. But I felt like a sleepwalker for almost an 
entire year. That was because I had to completely reorient my life from a path of one in which people were trying 
to reform the world, fighting by conflict, to a path toward peace and satisfaction by means of total acceptance. I 
had to learn to accept that even the severest suppression or isolated condition of people was Kami’s doing and 
was necessary for the deepening and polishing of the human heart. That’s why my heart was torn in a continuous 
struggle between these two ways of living. 

 

Konko Daijin said, “If people lose their belief in, ‘On this very day pray with a single heart, 
Divine blessings are within your own peaceful and joyful heart,’ the world will be in turmoil. 
The glory of Kami and the glory of parents will be gone.” [GI Ichimura Mitsugoro  1-11] 

International Communist Student 
Alliance protesters 
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The light that the sun shines upon us is a divine blessing.  So, too, for the rain that falls.  
Kami lets all people live amid divine blessings.  People are born into divine blessings, live 

amid divine blessings, and die amid divine blessings.  [GII Toshimori, Shino 1.1] 
 

We often grumble at the weather.  In most cases, our complaints are based upon wanting what is 
convenient for ourselves at that time.  We usually only consider something immediately favorable or 
desirable to us a divine blessing.  This selfish and narrow-minded attitude causes us many difficulties. 

Konko Daijin, fortunately, revealed the fact that we are allowed to live in the midst of the divine workings 
of Kami.  Both birth and death are equal, both processes of changing forms in this universe, which 
represents the divine presence of Kami.  All phenomena in the universe are equally important and 
blessed. 

Konko Daijin also taught us that misfortune could be a divine favor in disguise and we should view it as 
such and act toward it positively.  We must open our eyes to the goodness that surrounds each and every 
occurrence in the universe.  With such complete faith in Kami, we should regard everything that exists or 
occurs as divine blessings.  We will then be able to attain spiritual peace and enlightenment. 

Excerpted from the publication Selected Teachings of Konko Daijin (with contemporary explanation) 

 

Then setting aside all my questioning, I made up my mind to try to find the kind of faith that Rev. Otsubo 
possessed - to believe that all is divine love and to see whatever occurred as evidence of the infinite workings of 
Kami. In the end, I was a trainee under his guidance for nearly twenty years. 

Then, as I mentioned before, I came across this teaching of our founder’s. In other words, if people faithfully 
follow and deeply embrace this insight in their hearts, Kami's glory will appear and true world peace will be 
attained 

Kami’s arrangements or workings definitely need to be the foundation in order to accomplish peace and justice 
throughout the world. The world is presently the reflection of the collective hearts of self-centered human 
beings. The more we choose to turn and develop our hearts toward peace and joy, the more the hearts of the 
entire human family will be deepened towards the peace and joy of the whole world and the more our world will 
be blessed. Then, finally, through Kami’s great plan, human happiness and true world peace will be manifested. 

This teaching is one of the main elements of the Divine Reminder. The Divine Reminder is the essence of the 
Konko Faith. The true way of Konko is to put it into practice in our daily life. If we do so, Kami’s glory will surely 
appear. 

I am now practicing faith to deepen peace and joy in my heart at all times, whether awake or asleep, to embody 
the Divine Reminder. I now realize everything that happens in my life, small or big, is the very workings of Kami. I 
am aware of Kami’s wish to develop peace and joy in my heart to the fullest. 

When I know for certain that I am born into this world for making clear this very point, a feeling of leaping-for-joy 
sometimes wells up in me. With that joy, I cannot help but pray for true world peace and have an earnest desire 
to serve Kami and people with all my heart. 
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GARDENA CHURCH WORK COMMITTEE 

Chelsea Ratcliff 

The following teaching struck me as being very appropriate for this modern era. Many people struggle to make 
ends meet. Whether due to student loan debt, mortgages, medical bills, or other financial hardships, there are 
some people who truly cannot give much, no matter how badly they may wish to. Teaching 192 addresses this 
beautifully. Kami is happy to accept any offering, no matter how small it may seem to others, as long as it is 
offered with a sincere heart. Kami treats all offerings the same. Some people can easily afford to spend $1,000, 
while others struggle to come up with $1; they may need every penny to pay for food and shelter. Offer what 
you can. Do not put yourself through hardship to make an offering you cannot afford. 

Original #192 

People say that one candle offered by the poor is the same as a thousand offered by the rich.  There are 
some people who cannot offer even one candle.  Kami will accept anything, whether it be a candle or 
incense.  If a whole stick of incense cannot be offered, half of it will do. Kami will accept it like a whole 
candle. If even incense cannot be offered, offer a spark by striking the flint. Kami will accept it like a candle. 
There are people who can receive blessings even from the ashes of incense. [GIII Naiden 2-2] 

Revised #192 

"People say that one candle offered by the poor is the same as a thousand offered by the rich.  There are 
some people who cannot offer even one candle.  Kami will accept anything, whether it be a candle or a 
stick of incense.  If a whole stick of incense cannot be offered, half of it will do. If even incense cannot be 
offered, offer a spark by striking a flint.  There are people who can receive blessings even from the ashes 
of incense.  [GIII Naiden 2-2] 

At the GCWC meeting, we cleaned up this 
teaching to remove some redundancies 
and make it more straightforward, but no 
other changes were needed. Everyone 
agreed that few changes were needed. I 
think this teaching is perfect for the 
upcoming holiday season, and it reminds 
us that it truly is the thought that counts. 
Based on our discussion, this is how we 
revised the teaching:  

Study group members from left: Chelsea Ratcliff, Sam Russo, Frances 
Hachiya, Eddy Suzukawa,  Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe, Debbie Hamano, 

Akikazu Kimura, Michelle Nakamura 
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Passing Faith to the Next Generation 
A Way of Ease and Joy 

Translated by Norie Furuya 
Inheriting Faith From Grandmother 

With the sun shining upon them, at the beginning of summer, on June 28th, 2015 the Yamamoto Family walked along 
the path to Honbu Hiromae (the central hall of Konkokyo headquarters.)  Mrs. Susan Yamamoto respectfully bowed 
before approaching the desk where Konko-sama is mediating  to offer her heartfelt gratitude to Konko-sama.  She 
mentioned, “How wonderful it is to be able to visit Honbu with my family and be accompanied by my late husband 
George’s mitama spirit, who passed away two years ago.”  Following her, each one of Susan’s four children offered 
their own prayers of gratitude while she looked on lovingly.  

Susan has been receiving continuous blessings for the past 81 years.  Her faith started with her grandmother, Mrs. 
Fumi Niiyama’s influence.   Her grandmother was first introduced to the Konko faith after emigrating from Japan to 
the United States. Mrs. Niiyama devoted herself to living a faith-based life, and after she turned 70, she became a 
Konko minister. 

She always prayed for “practicing gratitude and to be useful for people’s needs” until she passed away at the age of 
105.  Susan remembers her and her children always looking at her grandmother's back, while she worked day and 
night, performing tasks as her service in gratitude to Kami, including cleaning the bathrooms at the church.   

Husband and Wife not Forgetting Gratitude   

Over time, the Yamanoto children grew up, each married, had children, and are now working hard for the family and 
society. Even after retiring, Susan and her husband kept living their life based on gratitude and that “everything 
happens in the blessings of Kami.” 

About two years ago, George was diagnosed with cancer.  Although they never lost faith in Kami, they were filled with 
anxiety.  They found practicing mediation with Reverends Kiyoshi and Wakiko Igawa at the Konko Church of 
Whittier/Rose Hills brought them comfort and joy.   In 2013, George silently passed away at house in the presence of 
his family.  It just so happened that George passed away on the day Reverend Kiyoshi and Wakiko Igawa returned 
from Japan after attending the 130th Grand Ceremony of Konko Daijin at Honbu.  “It was almost as if he had waited 
for their return, and he left in peace feeling their presence next to him.  We were all in awe of Kami’s workings and 
very thankful for that.”    

 

Susan married Mr. George Yamamoto and they 
started a strawberry farm.  They worked very hard 
together and their farm became very successful.  
They were later renowned as the “strawberry king.”  
They raised two daughters and two sons.  The 
Yamamoto’s maintained their faith-based life no 
matter what happened to them.  They cherished the 
teachings of Konko Daijin: “Parents pray for the 
well-being of their children, and children pray for 
the well-being of their parents as is the relationship 
of heaven and earth.” 
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Faith Practice Within the Household 
 
George requested that his funeral be conducted by Reverend Igawa and his Mitama (ancestral spirits) services 
continue in the Konko faith tradition.  Although his ancestors practiced Buddhism, he wanted to have services 
at the Konko church.  “We have been receiving a great many blessings, and we will continuously be receiving 
blessings in the same manner even after George’s death. There is no change to this. George has always been 
praying for his family’s happiness.  From now on, it’s important that we receive blessings with our faith.  I think 
that will bring joy to him, and he will continue to guide and protect his descendants.”  Susan states that Konko 
faith is the ability to have a heart of gratitude, while we make requests based on the Konko principle of mutual 
interdependence.  Practicing faith always starts within one’s own household.  George and Susan's children and 
grandchildren were all saying, “We are here because of George,” and , “Today we are expressing our gratitude 
to Kami.” Susan claims, “No matter what happens, we say ‘thank you’ to Kami.  I believe that to live among 
divine blessings and the workings of Kami and to feel the comfort and joy that come from it should be passed 
down to the next generation.   She speaks with her eyes sparkling, “I am hoping more than anything that our 
faith will continue and live on.”  

 
Originally printed in the Konko Shinbun, No.1121, October 4, 2015 

Reprinted with Permission 
 

When Mrs. Susan Yamamoto, a third-generation Japanese American of my acquaintance, visited Japan, including 
the Konko headquarters, with her family of 21, she and some of them were interviewed by the editor-in-chief of 
the Konko Shinbun. The article based upon the interview was printed on the front page of the October 4th 
edition. Its title was “Passing Down to the Next Generations – A Way of Ease and Joy." 

After I read it, I emailed her about the publication of the article. She soon responded to me, stating that she was 
looking forward to reading the article. "I am honored to have been interviewed for the article," she said. 

Then, on October 9, I received the following email from her. “Two days ago, Rev. Kiyoshi Igwawa, Head Minister 
of the Konko Church of Whittier-Rose Hill, drove from his church to my house, 70 miles away, to deliver a copy of 
the Konko Shinbun. It is an amazing article taking up the entire front page. I was very humbled by it." 

This article was translated by Ms. Norie Furuya, assistant to Rev. Igawa, and copies of the translated article were 
distributed to all attendees of her husband’s memorial service, conducted at the Konko Church of Gardena on 
October 17. Since then, Susan sent me a copy of the translated article. I read it and thought that the article was 
very well translated. 

This article was originally written in Japanese and  printed in the December 6, 2015 issue of the Konko 
Shinbun. I translated it into English for Mrs. Susan Yamamoto and her family. 

 

Deep Impressions of a Trip to Japan 

Rev. Yoshikazu Matsuda 

John Katayama, Coordinator 
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I met all of Susan’s family members at our Headquarters. On my way home, I took the same train that she and 
the rest of her family took. It took about thirty minutes to arrive at Okayama station where we transferred to 
different trains. On the way to Okayama station, I happened to sit in the seat next to her and heard a very 
impressive story from her. I heard that when they visited Meiji Shrine in Tokyo, her granddaughter, whose 
name is Lauren Toshiko Stoll, a science teacher at Berkeley High School, wrote the following sentence on a 
votive wooden plaque: 

When I was introduced to the writer of the above-quoted sentences, Lauren showed me a picture of the plaque 
that she took with her smartphone. Everybody’s name was written in his or her own hand on the plaque. (Above 
photo) 

  

Susan was deeply moved by these prayer words because Jordan Kimie, the 7th grade daughter of  Mr. Glen Koji, 
her eldest son, got lost at the Tokyo Skytree. She was found about one hour later. 

 I was deeply impressed with the fact that even fifth-generation Japanese Americans expressed deep thanks to 
their late grandfather and lively grandmother, respecting them highly. 

 

Hearing these stories made such an impression on me.  The Yamamoto family members had been putting the 
following teaching of our Founder into practice: 

“Take care of the elderly.  People are not born before others because they wished it.  All are born through 
the blessings of Kami.  The earlier a person is born, the longer they have worked for society.  Respect the 
elderly.” 

“We are very grateful for this opportunity of our entire 
family of 21 to visit Japan. We are grateful for Ji-chan and 
Ba-chan’s love and hard work which gives us this time 
together.” 

Susan told me that when she saw this plaque, she was moved to 
tears. I was also deeply moved to hear this story. It seemed to me 
that all of her family members were feeling that they were 
traveling with the spirits of their late grandparents who cherished 
family ties. 

 

Later, Susan told me by email that Bruce Kinji, her 
second son, was asked by his second son, seven-year-
old Justin Kiyoshi, to buy another votive wooden 
plaque and Justin wrote the following prayer words: 

“Everybody had a good trip and Ji-chan’s 
mitama spirit watches us. I hope everybody 
on this trip will stay healthy. Please watch 
over everybody and make sure nobody gets 
lost.” (Photo at left) 
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2018 KCNA Schedule 

Activities 

Ceremonies 

Tenchi Kane no Kami Grand Ceremony 

Portland     Apr 1 

Sacramento, Lancaster    Apr 22 

San Jose, Toronto, Vancouver  Apr 29 

Fresno      May 6 

Gardena     May 13 

Los Angeles, Seattle, South SF, Chicago  
      May 27 

San Francisco, Whittier-Rose Hills  Jun 3 

San Diego      Jun 24 

Ikigami Konko Daijin Grand Ceremony 

Portland    Oct 7 

Seattle     Oct 14 
(90th Anniversary) 

Vancouver    Oct 21 

Sacramento, Toronto, San Diego,  Oct 28 
Lancaster  

Fresno, Chicago   Nov 4 

Gardena, San Jose   Nov 11 

San Francisco, Whittier-Rose Hills Nov 18 

South SF, Los Angeles   Nov 25 

KCNA Conference 
Regional Chair:  Chicago 

Co-Chair: Toronto 

Loyola University (Chicago, IL)    July 20-22  

Pre-Conference Programs: 

Konko Youth Camp (ages 13-18) July 17-20 

Young Adults Seminar (ages 19-25) July 18-20 

Family Camp (ages 2-12)   July 19-20 

Spirituality Bridge (ages 25+)  July 19-20
   

 
 
 

Regional Seminars 

Northern California—San Jose Feb 17 
Southern California—Whittier-RH Feb 24 
Northwest—Portland   Mar 10 
East—Chicago    May 27 

Minister’s Faith Enrichment Seminar 
Gardena    May 16-17 

New Minister’s Faith Enrichment Seminar 
Gardena    May 18-19 

Faith Training Seminars 
Spring Session—UC Berkeley  Jun 23-25 
Fall Session—Northwest (TBD) Oct 19-21 

 
 
 

Meetings 

House of Delegates—SF Dec 1 

Ministry Board of Review—SF Dec 2 

Preliminary Budget Call  Sept 27 
(Conference Call—6pm Pacific) 

Missionary Women’s Society Seminar 
Portland (Joint with KMH)   Jan 12-14 
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2017 KCNA FAMILY CAMP 

2017 KCNA FAMILY CAMP 

CHURCHES 

Chicago 6447 N. Albany Avenue  
Chicago, IL 60645 

773-465-5406 chicagotakeuchi@gmail.com 

Fresno 936 Kern Street  
Fresno, CA 93706  

559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 15722 S. Normandie Ave.  
Gardena, CA  90247 

310-327-3349 tenchinoko@gmail.com 

Lancaster 2543 West Avenue K-7  
Lancaster, CA 93536 

661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 2924 E. 1st Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90033 

323-268-6980 - 

Portland 1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue  
Portland, OR  97216 

503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 2006 6th Street  
Sacramento, CA 95818 

916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 1909 Bush Street  
San Francisco, CA 94115 

415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego c/o 4408 Verley Court  
San Diego, CA 92117 

858-278-1283 ryuzo@shaw.ca 

San Jose 284 Washington Street  
San Jose, CA 95112 

408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 1713 South Main Street  
Seattle, WA 98144 

206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 398 Kennedy Road  
Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 

416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, 
Canada 

5319 Sherbrooke Street  
Vancouver, BC V5W 3M3 

604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hill 11513 Sierra Sky Drive  
Whittier, CA 60601 

562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

PROPAGATION HALL 

South San 
Francisco 

387 Grand Avenue  
South SF, CA  94080 

415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
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BIRTHDAY REFLECTIONS 

When I was 20 years old, I really wanted to find 
the true Kami. I then realized that my life had 
started 3.8 billion years ago, not 20 years ago, 
and continued until today without vanishing 
because of the unconditional love of Kami. 

 At that time, I regretted so much of my entire 
life with many, many tears because I had been 
ignorant of this universal truth. None of us can 
be ignorant about this truth.  Let us celebrate 
our precious and miracle of miracle of life. 
 

Rev. Masato Kawahatsu 


	Allow me to share a predecessors teaching. “Being thankful is the most important part and, indeed, the heart of this faith. No matter how much you pray, Kami will not look your way if you don’t have a thankful heart. There is nothing inside the altar...
	In another story from a senior reverend, a couple always expressed their grateful and thankful feelings to Kami from the bottom of their hearts. One day their son told me, “I don’t understand anything about the faith, but my parents were always giving...

