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Southern California Regional Seminar     by Norie Furuya 

The regional seminar was pretty successful, with nine believers and six ministers in attendance.   Although I am not 
used to speaking in front of people, being the chairperson was a little uncomfortable but everyone seemed happy.   

Initially, we talked about many things in one big group and then later split into two groups.  Topics that we discussed 
were: 

• How to practice a faith that helps others and is appreciated by Kami 
• We live by being allowed to live 
• From there, springs a heart of joy and appreciation  
• Then you cannot help but have the heart of offering and express gratitude in action 
• The mindset of doing chores changes into performing service 
• Making offerings becomes a natural way of expressing our gratitude 
• When we understand the way of the Universe, we understand that we are loved into being, we have the 

realization of joy, and we become humble.   

We want to create more “Kami time” by aligning ourselves with the heart of Kami and the best way to do that is 
simply by creating a space of “offering time” in your heart.  The more we do that, the more we realize and be assured 
of the sense that “Kami is always in action” through people, through everything. 

The Konko faith is not a religion, it is all about 
what you manifest in your everyday life.  We 
must strive to understand the needs of ourselves 
and others and must develop the knowingness 
that our needs and the needs of others can 
always be fulfilled with help of Kami and joy in 
our heart.  Focusing on the feeling and needs of 
others bypasses the need for anger.  Instead of 
using anger to get what you want, use the power 
of Kami to get what you want.  Some shared their 
tips on how not to get angry and how to use 
anger to energize and help someone become 
better, for example when playing sports.   

If you want to say something, first listen to 
others, be humble, try to understand what they 
have to say, and pray that the words that make them feel comfortable come naturally out of your mouth or naturally 
provide guidance and don’t result in negative feelings. When you are fed up or upset, always throw your anger at 
Kami.  Kami listens to you always. 

Having a positive attitude takes training and discipline.  Understanding the way of the Universe is not enough.  The 
great thing about the Konko faith is that every day is a brand new day that you have yet to live and every day is an 
opportunity to live like a living God. I learned that rituals represent Kami’s presence in all life and that Kami is 
inseparable from all of us.  Rituals help us to see this and remind us to be present to the presence of Kami, every day, 
every moment.  

Offertory is a way for us to say thank you to Kami for always being there.  It is important to create the space within 
us of the service and offertory because it anchors the sense that we and Kami are inseparable, that we are always 
being guided and helped.  Offertory and service are not there to please Kami but to strengthen the relationship, the 
sense of connection, that is always there. This is something which we tend to forget.  It develops our patience and 
allows us to talk to others with respect. 

Personally, I feel this regional seminar was a breakthrough because we were able to clarify the concept of service, 
discipline, and offertory which are key ingredients of the Konko faith.  My heartfelt gratitude to KCNA staff members for 
creating the theme and offering such an occasion for us to get together and learn from each other.   
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Interestingly, Rev.  Amy began by emphasizing the impact of the spoken word; our bodies, a wellspring of immense 
strength, empowers our words, especially when directed at others. To viscerally demonstrate, we watched a video 
whereby three vials of cooked rice were spoken to daily: #1 heard, "I love you"; #2 heard, "I hate you"; #3 was a 
control.  After fifty days:  #3 was completely dried out, #2 was black with mold and decay, but... #1 was pure white!  
Rev. Amy emphasized how our spoken words, be they gentle and kind or harsh and dark, can affect all those we see 
and speak with, daily. Words matter. 

Finally, Rev. Amy asked us to look at ourselves: how can Kami become more a part of our lives, and how can we 
actually implement such? One group turned the question inside out and asked, "What if you did not have Kami in 
your life at all?" A torrent of responses ensued as we all realized how much we depend and appreciate our faith and 
trust, not only in Kami, but also in the mitama of our ancestors who continually watch over us. 

 

Rev. Kawahatsu then repeated his oft suggestion that we "say thank-you 10,000 times a day," to which Hiroshi Fukuda 
responded, "Does it count if I say it in my mind?"  On that lively touch of levity, we all sincerely thanked Rev. Amy for a 
wonderfully thought provoking morning, with much to mull over in days to come. 

Northern California Regional Seminar     by Kathy Yano 

On February 17, 2018, the Konko Church of San Jose hosted Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin from Konko Church of Portland, as 
guest speaker for the KCNA Northern California Regional Seminar. 

Rev. Amy then shared a very special conversation she had: she met an elderly woman at the Okayama church garden. 
This kindly lady had been diagnosed with cancer, yet rather than bemoan her fate, she told Rev. Amy she was so 
grateful that Kami had given her this information, which allowed her to live her remaining days to the fullest, with 
utmost joy and gratitude. We listened, some in awe, but all with the hope that we too might come to accept adversity 
with such wonderful faith. 

We then forged on as Rev. Amy focused on adversity, an element forever in all our lives. Is adversity always a bad 
thing? Rev. Amy directed us to our founder, who suffered many misfortunes, yet moved beyond; could we hope to 
do the same? A very lively discussion ensued, as we participants looked at our own lives with the resolute belief that 
yes, we can move forward, given our faith and trust in Kami. 
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The Principle of the Universe      by Rev. Masanori Takeuchi 

Ever since I was a child, when I went to church with my family, I heard that the Konko Faith taught about the Principle 
of the Universe.  But I always wondered, “Just what exactly is the Principle of the Universe?” 

In searching for the answer, I met the late Rev. Soichiro Otsubo, who was the founding minister of the Airaku Church. 
The more I heard his teachings, the more clearly I came to understand what the real Principle of the Universe is. 

In Google Search, I found an ancient Egyptian poem which expresses this very clearly: “People come from Earth and 
return to Earth.” All of us are born into a universe in which our lives are spent with heaven above us and earth under 
our feet. Since this universe is all there is, we return to the universe when we die. Konko Daijin taught us, “Because 
our souls are bestowed by Kami, they return to Kami and Kami’s eternal care. Since the body comes from Earth, it will 
also return to Earth and be under its care.” 

So, how should we live our lives? It is, unfortunately, tempting to live a life filled with selfish desires and behaviors 
while we are alive. But this is almost always a very unsatisfying way to live. Rev. Otsubo taught, “We come from earth 
and return to earth, therefore, our life in between should be lived as the heart of the earth.” THIS, I believe, is the 
true Principle of the Universe. 

 

While studying at the Konko Church of Airaku, he had the following divine dream: “American peace activists gather 
together in a large room. The peace sign with the caption ‘the heart of the earth’ written in Japanese, is on the wall.”  

When he sought Mediation about the dream, Rev. Otsubo said, “Are there any good ideas to explain the Heart of the 
Earth to the American people?” Through that sign in his dream, Kami wanted to let us know that the heart of the 
earth is the key for world peace. 

Therefore I would like to take on the challenge of explaining what the heart of the earth is, what we can achieve by 
deepening it, and how to do so. 

The earthly nature of the universe is to accept everything calmly: it is to keep silent like the surface of the earth. No 
matter how filthy things are, the earth doesn’t say, “I hate foul smelling things like this,” or “such dirty things are out.” 
It doesn’t just keep silent, but it takes such things in for self-nourishment. The earth purifies everything, even that 
which is dirty or rotten. The earth makes everything come alive. It is the heart of the earth. 

There are both positives and negatives in the world. We humans tend to seek out only positive things as we dislike 
negatives. However, the heart of the earth accepts not only that which is positive, but even the most offensive 
negatives as precious. Therefore, the pluses and minuses come alive and what they produce is energy. 

There often are people that are hard to get along with. We are apt to run away from those kinds of people. I’m 
ashamed to admit that I’m surprised how narrow-minded I can be. When we practice faith that accepts these people,  

When we live our life in harmony with a heart of the earth, we become one with the 
universe and have a prosperous life between Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we have to 
practice this important truth every hour of every day to be in touch with the heart of the 
earth. 

Rev. Tsuneyuki Sada is now Head Minister of the Konko Church of Nakabaru. He and I 
were classmates at the Konko Seminary 43 years ago. He was also a trainee under the 
guidance of Rev. Soichiro Otsubo. 
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When we split a persimmon seed in half, we can clearly see its bud in the middle. In the 
same way, when we are born into this world, we are blessed with the miracle of having 
a bud of living spirit within us. 

When we leave a seed of persimmon alone on the top of a table, it never becomes a 
bud, nor can it bear fruit. However, when it is put into the ground, it transforms into a 
living thing. Warmed by the earth, it grows into one of the most delicious fruits on 
earth. In the same way, even though we have a bud of living spirit at birth, if we leave it 
as it is, we come to live a selfish life and that bud does not sprout. 

we can deepen our heart and develop peace and joy to the extent that we realize we are surrounded by such 
people who are all good. 

Only with a heart like the earth will our bud of living spirit develop and grow. The birth of a living spirit results in a 
truly wonderful feeling born within our heart. By nurturing such a heart like the earth, we are led to the way of 
being a living spirit.  

Those who practice faith to develop the heart of the earth will be led to get rid of their selfishness, because we 
cannot accept everything like the earth if we cling to our selfish desires. To put one’s heart and soul into the heart 
of the earth is to totally get rid of selfishness. No matter how much one builds a fortune, from Kami’s viewpoint, it 
is like a castle in the air ??without getting rid of selfishness. Those who practice faith to acquire a heart like the 
earth do not blame others nor get angry at anything: they come to gradually live their lives with gratitude, joy and 
pleasure and come to see that all is divine love and divine wish. They can extend their appreciation to all and be 
blessed with all the conditions of human happiness. 

As it is natural for the seed of a persimmon to become a persimmon fruit, it is natural for human beings to be 
living spirits and prosper with Heaven and Earth when we live our life based totally on the heart of the earth. 
People who choose to serve a greater good will often discover there are countless fields wide open. It is very 
important for each of us to find a purpose in life to serve the world in a unique way. 

However, beyond good works, an even more important purpose of life is for each of us to polish the gem of our 
heart and become a living spirit. When we understand this greatest purpose of life, each and every process of life 
becomes meaningful and we come to realize the Divine Parent is always working for us to polish our heart to 
become a living spirit. This way of faith, based on the heart of the earth is simple, clear-cut and one that anyone can 
follow. Blessings do follow and we come into harmony with the rhythm of Heaven and Earth, living a grateful and 
pleasant life, and prospering with Heaven and Earth forever. 

Although I have known the importance of the heart of the earth, I often fail to deepen it further. However, Kami is 
seriously training me to deepen my heart of the earth this year. 

The other day, I was dangerously close to being severely injured due to a crash between my car and a flying bird. I 
immediately apologized to Kami that I was not able to devote myself to the heart of the earth, because my mind was 
filled with my wife’s complaints. After the incident, I was surprised to find there was almost no damage. 

Konko Daijin said, “Practice faith in your home. Receive blessings from Kami and save others.” This is the teaching I 
received for this year. I will do my best to practice faith to develop my heart of the earth through each and every 
happening in my daily life. In this way, my nature of a living spirit will deepen and my joy will come to be 
overflowing. Then, it will surely begin to shine from me like a full moon. I would like to manifest the importance of 
the heart of the earth in my daily life at my home and with it, save others and fulfill Kami’s wish for the world. 
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Selected Teachings of Konko Daijin 22 
Tenchi Kane No Kami sees everything 
in heaven and earth in a single glance. 
Kami bestows blessings equally. 
However, the blessings will be lost if 
the receiver is not ready. If you want 
to receive divine virtue fully, you must 
have a heart that accepts everything. 
In other words, you must have a heart 
that accepts even death. [GIII Konko 
Kyoso Gorikai 22] 

 

Receive the blessings of life. Receive the blessings of experience. 
Receive the blessings of the spirit. The spirit is within you. Receive 
the blessing for all that is ‘in-taking,’ all that is ‘out-going.’ For 
example, the food we take in and then the waste we get rid of. In 
all areas of life, experience and spirit, in our eating and our 
toileting, we need to receive blessings – in every part of 
everything: in our relationships with other people, within our 
family and outside of it; in the relationships between all the 
different businesses and different products and the different 
things that are working to create this, what we call, modern world 
that we’re living in. Through Kami’s eyes, I wonder how Kami sees 
our world?? To us, it has changed very much over the history of 
mankind. We need to receive the blessings for in-taking and out-
going for everything within our food, our life, our experience, and 
our spiritual endeavors. 

Today’s teaching says that Tenchi Kane No Kami, our Divine Parent, 
sees all of heaven and all of earth in a single glance. And to receive 
the blessings and the virtues fully we need to accept all things. We 
need to open up our hearts so that the blessings will be able to 
come alive within us: First, within our spirit, within our lives. And 
then, make an impression through the experiences we live so that 
the spirit can help even into the future. 

We just heard that Rev. Reiko Bingo, a very wonderful lady who was a Konko minister, passed away yesterday. We 
remember parts of her life. The way she was so kind and so generous saying she’ll pray for us. I could see that 
meaning in her expression, in her body language. Every time we left the Portland Church – those days we were 
going to Portland quite often, not like now – she would always step outside and wave goodbye to us praying for 
our safe journey home and for our future. 

She was sick and in a nursing home for a long time, but still one remembers the inspiring parts of such people. 
There are always good parts, and then there are those parts we don’t want to remember so well. There are our 
parents, our brothers or sisters, or people we work around or see in the neighborhood, or that we happen to see 
walking into a store or working in stores, people we see walking along the street, or people driving their vehicles 
around us. All of these people are sharing their blessings all the time. 

To remember Rev. Bingo and the blessings she shared with us is quite inspiring. Even though we are separated, we 
are connected. I was reading about the spirit coming alive with appreciation and gratitude. The two things that are 
required, by this scientific thinker, are to realize the smallness of ourselves and also the connectedness we have 
with everything else. Then, the humble appreciation and gratitude grows. This is what the founder taught in the 
Divine Reminder. It is “those hearts that are grateful and caring, in harmony and joy” – I call it, the Peaceful Joyful 
Heart. It is our own heart, our own spirit. 

 

A Heart of Acceptance   by Rev. Richard Dusek 

 



K O N K O  R E V I E W   P a g e  | 7 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the catchphrases of the Konko Church of Airaku was: “Pray for what’s coming, and receive what’s 
forthcoming.” Both in your prayer and in whatever happens – just happenstance or whatever – whether it’s what 
you wanted or expected or not, receive the blessings for everything. WE MUST RECEIVE THE BLESSINGS FOR 
EVERY SINGLE THING:  Things that are being taken in, things that are going out. We need to receive blessings for 
everything, in all parts of our lives, in all situations, all relationships. It starts within our spirit. That is where the 
spirit can grow into this grateful, caring, harmonious joy of a Peaceful Joyful Heart. And that’s where we become 
connected; that’s where we feel really how small we truly are, because we are connected to so-o much more 
than we could ever hope to be. 

It’s amazing that just eating one piece of toast ... Can you imagine how many people had something to do with 
that toast? That piece of bread coming all the way here to us? The seeds that were kept and developed... The 
farms and the ground that it was planted in... The reaping and harvesting of that... The processing of that... The 
transporting of that... The place where it was added to other things to make the bread, and all those people 
that that involved... Then more transporting... Then more places for it to go... And then getting it at the store; 
putting it into our car. Just that one piece of toast this morning with the butter and jam – we have even more 
people. 

WOW!! There is so much we’re connected to, and yet look how small we are. Isn’t it amazing? Awe-inspiring, 
isn’t it? 

In this teaching, Konko Daijin explains clearly and concisely the roles of Kami and Man.  We should always 
remember that Kami is the Principle Parent of all people.  As the name implies, the Principle Parent’s role in 
each person’s life is the same as a parent’s role in their children’s lives.  Kami exists in order to protect all 
people, provide life and blessings to all, and answer the requests of those who pray. 

Like a parent, Kami is constantly involved in our lives.  Kami will answer all our requests openly and freely 
without hesitation and without exception.  And like a child, we should ask anything and everything of Kami 
with complete and absolute faith.  It is our responsibility to trust in Kami, seek Kami’s guidance, and pray 
wholeheartedly for all of our desires.  This is the way we will receive true divine favor. 

We must realize and acknowledge this basic universal “parent-child” relationship between Kami and man.  
Then we must do our best to fulfill our roles as people and ask Kami for anything with the firm belief that 
Kami will receive our requests and work with us to bestow divine blessings.  Only through our sincere and 
constant faith will we be able to receive divine blessings. 

Excerpted from Selected Teachings of Konko Daijin  

And also, when we heard of Rev Reiko Bingo who passed away yesterday ... The connectedness we have to 
her. And the smallness we have in comparison with her great spirit, for always she would stand out and wave. 
We’re feeling the connection, but we’re also feeling the humble smallness of our spirit – in how much we 
would like to be like her spirit; in how much we would like to appreciate all of this that we’re connected to.  

Let us receive the blessings for everything we take in and everything that is going out, so that not only we, but 
others too can share in this spirit of being connected, and being humbled and appreciative. 

Ask Kami for anything. Kami exists to receive requests. 
[GII Komoto Torataro 2.1] 
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Gardena Church Work Committee** 

by Frances Hachiya 

Original Teaching #237: 

Even while practicing faith, you won’t come across only good fortune. There will be 
misfortune as well. When you meet misfortune, take it like your hand showing its 
backside.  Receive divine blessings for it to turn to the frontside.* [GI Ogihara Sugi 18] 

*According to a Japanese metaphor, the back of one’s hand signifies misfortune and the 
frontside signifies good fortune.  

 ** For the past several years, the Konko Church of Gardena has been using the teachings from the Voice 
of the Universe as the basis for a monthly study group, aka Gardena Church Working Committee (GCWC).  
At each gathering, we focus on teachings from certain sections and help each other to understand the 
meaning behind each teaching and how we can apply the concept in our daily lives.  But sometimes we 
find that the examples provided by the Founder are not applicable in today’s society.  By changing some of 
the wording, we are able to better grasp the true message behind the teaching.  These changes are usually 
accompanied by lengthy, and sometimes very lively, discussions. This article is part of a continuing series. 

 

After discussion, we revised this teaching to read as follows: 

While practicing faith, you will experience good and bad situations. When you meet 
misfortune, realize it as a blessing and continue to practice faith. [GI Ogihara Sugi 18] 

The Japanese metaphor was removed 
from this revised version and we 
emphasized that although 
misfortunes will happen, we must 
realize them as blessings as we 
continue to practice our faith.  

For me, this teaching provides the 
protection and assurance that no 
matter what happens, Kami is there 
for all of us. As we practice faith and 
learn how to work with Kami, we will 
realize the continuous blessings. 
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Please know that we, ministers at all Konko Churches, are here to listen to whatever is in your heart, such as 
appreciation to our Divine Parent Tenchi Kane no Kami for our precious blessings. We are also here to share 
teachings that our Divine Parent of the Universe handed down to our Founder Konko Daijin, to help us 
understand our experiences that we are going through and offer a broader perspective to help us attain peace of 
mind. All ages are welcome! If you are too shy to come sit at the Mediation place, feel free to call, text, send a 
note or email. At the Konko Church of San Francisco, we even have Mediation forms that can be used. 

We hope that you will make it a personal goal to at least come to speak to one of us at least once or twice a year, 
regardless of your spiritual path (or paths). We welcome all newcomers to our Konko Family and we hope that 
everyone here can find this Faith beneficial. 

How were your holidays, everyone? My family and I went up to the North Bay during the holidays. While in 
historic Petaluma, my mother and I walked into a toy store and we were both attracted to a “Perfect Petzzz® 
Adopt Me!” orange tabby cat. Are you familiar with these pets? They are stuffed animal dogs or cats that have 
their own bed and are in a continuous sleeping state. They are battery operated to breathe! The cat purrs and 
its abdomen goes up and down, as if it is really sleeping.  

Rewards for Attentive Listening 

by Rev. Joanne Tolosa 

[The following was one of five Mini-Sermons given on New Year’s Day 2018 at the Konko Church 
of San Francisco.] 

We can really improve and strengthen relations by: 
• Doing our best to really listen to the other person, 
• Being aware if the other person is truly feeling heard, and 
• Sharing words of kindness and caring that is in our hearts. 

Now, more than ever, in this political climate, I believe that it is important to do our best to promote mutual 
respect and mutual understanding for peace and harmony within our family, community, and the world. 

 

This brought to mind the importance of being aware of our own thoughts and feelings, and being careful not to 
assume others think or feel the same way that we do. Starting today, the first day of 2018, I will do my best, and 
please do your best also, to really listen to the other person carefully, giving 100% of our attention and eye 
contact, rather than multi-task, thinking about or concentrating on what we want to say next. 

My mother and I thought it would be the perfect gift for 
my son, Evan. He could have a pet that was cute, cuddly, 
and very low maintenance because it didn’t need any food 
or care. When it was time to open presents, Evan was not 
impressed, nor interested in the cat, at all. My mother and 
I were somewhat disappointed, because we thought that 
he would really like this gift. As it turned out – she and I 
really liked this gift and we laughed about it because we 
realized that since he wasn’t interested, we actually ended 
up buying it for ourselves! 
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Reflections on Kami's Blessings 
by Rev. Seiko Konko* 

I, myself, went through two and a half years of not being able to come to Hawaii while waiting for my visa to be 
approved.  At first, I was very sad and wondered why this was happening to me.  But, in those two and a half 
years, I was ordained a minister, was blessed with a child, and was able to deepen my faith at the Konko Church 
of Amagi. It was thanks to this time spent waiting for my visa, that I was able to prepare myself completely for 
the move to Hawaii.  

This time, my four-year-old son was able to join me, with the help of many of the ministers in attendance, 
during the two night, three day meeting.  I was also able to personally witness the many ministers who work 
hard every day to spread the Konko Faith to as many people as possible.  This inspired me to want even more 
to be a person that Kami can use.  I also hope that my son will one day help Kami in this faith. 

 

*Rev. Seiko Konko is the Associate Minister of the Konko Mission of Honolulu.  She is the wife of Rev. Koichi 
Konko, Konko Mission of Honolulu's Head Minister and Konko Missions in Hawaii Chief Administrative Minister. 

This was my first time participating in the Joint Konko Missions in Hawaii-Konko Churches of North America 
(KMH-KCNA) Missionary Women’s Society Seminar.  It was held in Portland, Oregon, on January 12-14. 
During the meeting, Rev. Toshiko Kishii from the Konko Church of Toronto shared with the group her sad 
story about the loss of her brother and young grandchild.  However, her daughter-in-law was soon blessed 
with a new life, and will soon give birth to a baby boy.  During that difficult experience, Rev. Toshiko said, 
“You never know what might be a blessing.  There are limits to what humans can fathom, but there are no 
limits to what Kami is capable of. Kami can give us blessings that we never would have imagined possible.” 

We really don’t know what will be a blessing.  Amagi Church’s founding minister said, “Kami will always give 
a person the exact, largest, and best possible blessing they may need at the exact time they need it.”  
Listening to  Rev. Toshiko’s story reminded me about what Kami’s blessings are, and for this I am filled with 
a feeling of gratitude. 
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Challenge for Great Cleaning of the Earth 
 A follow-up to the previous story… 

This morning while I was picking up cigarette butts, I met a young homeless lady. I gave her some money and talked 
to her about the negative environmental situation caused by cigarette butts. She said, “I will stop smoking from now 
on”. I was very glad to hear that. It was the first time that I was told this by a smoker since I have started picking up 
cigarette butts. My brother had smoked since a young age and had continued for 60 years. I tried to add up the 
number of all the cigarettes he smoked. It is about 500,000. If one million people smoke 20 cigarettes per day for 
one year, there would  be 7.3 billion cigarette butts. I had never thought about this before. How ignorant I was. 
Cigarette butts (including the filter) ends up either on land or in the ocean. This is a major environmental problem 
for mother earth. A few days ago while I was picking up butts in Japantown, a family of 3 children and their parents 
asked me, “Why you are picking up butts?” I answered, “Because these butts and filters go to ocean, then fish will 
eat it, and eventually we eat sick fishes. I would like to stop this problem.” They all together gave an ovation by 
clapping hands.” This is the first time I experienced something like this. People should have wisdom to teach their 
children and grandchildren how to survive in the future.                                                                        

Take Care of Yourself and Mother Earth 

by Rev. Masato Kawahatsu 

As you may know, I have been picking up trash on the streets as I walk on my way to the South San Francisco 
Konko Center from San Francisco Japantown every day. However, I have not been picking up cigarette butts 
because I thought that they were not a big deal. I mainly pick up plastics items because they will eventually 
destroy the world. But after my brother passed away last month, I started to pick up cigarette butts because I 
realized that my brother died as a result of lung cancer. He was a heavy smoker. Now I realize that mother earth 
is suffering from tobacco as well. This morning, on my way to the South SF Center, I picked up more than 300 
cigarette butts. As I passed people on the streets, I asked them to “please take care of yourselves and mother 
earth and try not to smoke.” If we do not take care of mother earth, no one will be able to survive. I felt as 
though my brother’s spirit sent me this message because he had suffered for three years before he died. We 
must be aware of the consequences of our actions. 
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Pre Conference Group Description Summaries 
Transportation Subsidies may be available for qualified applicants 

Registration for KCNA Conference (July 20-22) is mandatory 
 

Deadline for all registrations is May 15, 2018 

Youth Camp (July 17-20)  Contact:  rodoknee@hotmail.com 

This camp is led by Rev. Rodney Yano and Rev. Shino Suenaga and is an exciting opportunity for youth 
from all over North America to gather on a yearly basis. Given the relatively small size of our churches, 
many youth often feel isolated and alone in the faith.  This camp gives them an opportunity to meet 
others from different churches who share a common faith. With activities meant to form long lasting 
bonds, we hope they will create lifelong memories and we're confident that your child(ren) will enjoy 
attending. 

Young Adult Seminar (July 18-20)  Contact:  yas@konkofaith.org 

The Young Adult Seminar is a great opportunity for believers ages 18-25 to gather, share 
experiences, and learn from one another. This year, Rev. Kiyoji Konko from Konko Headquarters 
will join us for some discussions. We will also work on a group project and enjoy some games and 
fun activities. The seminar is led by Jennifer Tashiro and Joshua Laite and should be a fun and 
memorable experience for all and may also help create some long-lasting friendships. 

Family Camp (July 19-20)  Contact:  yamucha2@aol.com 

The Family Camp incorporates activities and experiences to educate children and families about the 
Konko Faith. The children will learn with their peers, while the parents will help foster every experience. 
Together, each family will be able to renew their faith and help each other grow both personally and 
spiritually. All activities will emphasize having the parent(s)/guardian(s) participating in fun, hands-on 
workshops and stimulating activities with the children. 

This year, the Family Camp will be led by John Katayama and Hiroko Chon and engage in: 

1) Communication – Learning how to talk in different situations 

2) Critical Thinking – activities and discussions designed to enforce critical thinking skills  

3) Energy – activities and discussions to help children focus their energy both spiritually and physically  

Spirituality Bridge (July 19-20)  Contact:  kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

KCNA’s theme for the 2018 Conference is: “Smile from Within: Through the Power of Positive Talking,” 
and our objective at Spirituality Bridge will be to “bridge” the space between us and Kami in our daily 
lives. Whether that space is between the Founder’s teachings and our daily lives or between the 
religion that started in Japan 150 years ago and today’s society, how can we express the faith we 
already possess to connect with other people and help the world realize what Kami’s Wish is? 

This year’s Spirituality Bridge facilitators will again be Dr. Eri Yasuhara and Rev. Alan Matsui, who plan 
on bridging the power of positive talking with the mutual fulfillment of Kami and humanity utilizing the 
Kami Prayer. 
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Appreciation First 

by Rev. Kiyoji Konko 

 “Appreciation First” refers to a mindset that allows 
us to deepen our spiritual experience through 
noticing the simple pleasures in life.  Cultivating a 
heart of appreciation for Kami, the divine parent of 
the universe, requires focusing on even small things.  
My late grandmother, the Fourth Konko-sama’s 
wife, said, “Forever is not enough time to fully 
express our gratitude for the infinite blessing of 
water.”  Water might be just a small, yet integral 
part of the universe, but we depend on it, not only 
for life, but also for the pleasure it can bring to us.  If 
we are able to feel grateful for water, and then 
extend our appreciation to all simple things in our 
lives, we can open our spiritual selves to a deeper 
sense of our connection to the entire universe. 

 

In my experience, “Appreciation First” is at 
the core of developing a positive attitude and 
an open mind.  Cultivating a grateful mindset 
enables us to treat others with patience and 
respect, just as Kami treats us.  We become 
humble, and our anger turns into forgiveness.  
This is the principle of the universe. 

At the keynote presentation for our KCNA 
Conference this year, I would like to explore 
the foundation of “Positive Talking” through 
sharing my experiences with you and 
demonstrating how even common, everyday 
occurrences allow us to build a deeper 
connection with Kami. 

 

In other words, divine blessings depend upon how you choose to see the world around you.  By prioritizing 
appreciation, we can feel a deeper connection to Kami.  It is said that, “Your body is a temple.” Through 
appreciation, we are able to realize Kami’s presence inside of us. 
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2017 KCNA FAMILY CAMP 

2017 KCNA FAMILY CAMP 

CHURCHES 

Chicago 6447 N. Albany Avenue  
Chicago, IL 60645 

773-465-5406 chicagotakeuchi@gmail.com 

Fresno 936 Kern Street  
Fresno, CA 93706  

559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 15722 S. Normandie Ave.  
Gardena, CA  90247 

310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 2543 West Avenue K-7  
Lancaster, CA 93536 

661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 2924 E. 1st Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90033 

323-268-6980 - 

Portland 1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue  
Portland, OR  97216 

503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 2006 6th Street  
Sacramento, CA 95818 

916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 1909 Bush Street  
San Francisco, CA 94115 

415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego c/o 4408 Verley Court  
San Diego, CA 92117 

858-278-1283 ryuzo@shaw.ca 

San Jose 284 Washington Street  
San Jose, CA 95112 

408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 1713 South Main Street  
Seattle, WA 98144 

206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 398 Kennedy Road  
Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 

416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, 
Canada 

5319 Sherbrooke Street  
Vancouver, BC V5W 3M3 

604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hill 11513 Sierra Sky Drive  
Whittier, CA 60601 

562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

PROPAGATION HALL 

South San 
Francisco 

387 Grand Avenue  
South SF, CA  94080 

415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
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	Offertory is a way for us to say thank you to Kami for always being there.  It is important to create the space within us of the service and offertory because it anchors the sense that we and Kami are inseparable, that we are always being guided and h...

