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I would like to invite everyone to 

the KCNA Conference that will be held 

at the University of California, San 

Diego (UCSD) from August 9 to 11, 

2019.  UCSD is a beautiful campus 

located in La Jolla, California. The 

conference will take place on the west 

side of the campus in a very scenic area 

that is ideal for this year’s theme, 

“Smile from Within: Through Paying It 

Forward”.   

San Diego is the perfect place to 

enrich our faith. La Jolla, one of our 

most picturesque areas, has always been 

one of my favorite places to hang out.  I 

would go there often, sit on the cliffs, 

and just watch the waves and wildlife. 

Perhaps, as one of your activities, you 

might choose to be brave and swim with 

the sharks; or maybe you will take a 

walking art tour of the campus. Fear 

not, if you don’t feel like being outside, 

we plan to arrange various indoor 

activities including anime and 

decorating—I highly recommend the 

decorating class. Both the Torrey Pines 

Gliderport and Birch Aquarium are close 

by.  I can’t imagine a better place to 

explore “Smiling from Within through 

Paying It Forward”.  

Our keynote speaker is Reverend 

Todd Takahashi, Ed.D., who will guide 

us as we explore different ways of 

smiling from within. Because this year 

marks the 160th Anniversary of the 

acceptance of the Rikkyō Shinden, we 

will also be learning more about the 

Rikkyō Shinden and how it is connected 

to our theme.  

After the conference is over, I hope 

you get the chance to visit some of the 

many local attractions such as the Zoo 

(or Safari Park), Sea World, Legoland 

and Balboa Park. Or maybe you would 

like to sample some of our food such as 

ramen (one restaurant was named one of 

the top five in the nation last year). You 

can even catch a Padres game in one of 

the best baseball parks.  

Please join us, relax and enrich your 

faith in beautiful San Diego. Smile from 

Within!  

 

 

Vivian Spies  

is the Chairperson for  

the 2019 KCNA Conference 

and a believer at the 

Konko Church of 

San Diego 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2019 CONFERENCE PREVIEW by Vivian Spies 

For more information on this year’s Conference, contact: 

KCNA Office 

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

Conference Committee 

conference@konkofaith.org 
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Good morning. Thank you for the 

invitation to speak to you this morning, 

and I wish you all a happy 160th 

Anniversary of the founding of Konkōkyō 

when Konkō Daijin accepted the call from 

Kami to help us participate in bringing 

forth the power and presence of Kami in 

the world. Given the many crises 

confronting us right now, especially the 

looming ecological crisis, it is a critical 

time to remember how to smile from 

within so that we can pay it forward. Our 

fellow human beings, as well as the non-

human animals and all of the many other 

life forms with whom we share the earth, 

really need us right now.  

My reflections this morning will be in 

two parts. Part One is: SMILING FROM 

WITHIN. Part Two carries the logic of 

Part One to its completion: PAYING IT 

FORWARD. If we cannot or do not want 

to pay it forward, then we do not know 

what smiling from within is. 

I am a Sōtō Zen priest and I was 

ordained in Japan in 2010. From this 

perspective and with my heart opened by 

Zen practice, I have really come to 

appreciate the humble but very real power 

of Konkōkyō. I first and happily 

discovered the power of Konkōkyō when 

I was researching the life and work of one 

of the earliest members of the Seattle 

Church, Kubota Fujitarō, who, after a 

longlife of paying it forward, died over 

four decades ago. He was a very dedicated 

member of this Church and its influence 

on him helped him pay it forward in a 

remarkable way: the world class and 

exceptionally beautiful and deeply 

spiritual Kubota Garden in Upper Rainier 

Beach in southeast Seattle. His life will 

be my main focus because it teaches us 

directly and clearly how to smile within 

and pay it forward.  

I will tell two parables this morning. 

Parables allow us to see very subtle but 

all-important truths more clearly.  

Part One is dedicated to the first 

parable, which comes from literature, and 

it allows us to appreciate what Konkō 

Daijin learned. It helps us understand the 

Konkōkyō New Year’s Greeting for this 

year: Konkō Daijin learned to turn “his 

hardships into blessings [and] realized 

Kami’s wishes and what true blessings 

were.” This is SMILING WITHIN. 

Part Two has the second parable, 

which is the story of Kubota Fujitarō’s 

remarkable life of PAYING IT 

FORWARD. 

PART ONE: REALIZING THE 

SMILE WITHIN 

My parable comes from a very 

famous novel, published it 1880, by the 

great Russian writer Fyodor Dostoevsky. 

It is called The Brothers Karamazov. I 

tell  it  to help  us  understand a feature of  

(continued on next page) 
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Reverend Doctor Jason 

Tetsuzen Wirth                   

is a Professor of Philosophy 

at the University of Seattle 

and a Soto Zen priest 

(www.ecosangha.net), who 

was the guest speaker at the 

Northwest Regional 

Seminar. His presentation 

addresses “how to smile 

from within so that we can 

pay it forward”. 

 

Note: You will have a chance 

to learn more about Kubota 

Fujitarō and his remarkable 

garden with a new book, 

Spirited Stones: Lessons from 

Kubota Garden, to be 

published this Fall by Chin 

Music Press. Until then, be 

sure to visit the Garden! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecosangha.net
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hardships into blessings [and] realize Kami’s wishes 

and what true blessings are. Alyosha went to the field 

and fell to the earth weeping, watering the earth with his 

tears of gratitude. He felt as if heaven and earth were 

one. Or as Konkōkyō understands it, he was smiling 

from within, knowing that Tenchi Kane no Kami is the 

whole universe, and that we are called not only to share 

in its blessings but to help bring them about and thereby 

pay our blessings and gratitude forward. 

As we can see from this story, it is really difficult; 

when life’s hardships disappoint us, we fail to see all of 

the blessings that we are already receiving. Sometimes 

everything seems fundamentally unfair. When we feel 

that we do not have enough, Konkō Daijin can remind 

us that we do not make the air we breathe, the water we 

drink or the earth upon which we live. We do not teach 

ourselves to speak a language. We did not give birth to 

ourselves. That we exist at all is the result of countless 

blessings, including the countless blessings of our 

ancestors. We can realize this generosity and make it 

our own. This means we too become generous and we 

spread Kami’s blessings by attempting to give as we 

have received. 

PART TWO: PAYING IT FORWARD 

My second parable is the remarkable and inspiring 

life of Konkōkyō member Kubota Fujitarō.  

Some highlights of his story: 

Kubota Fujitarō came here in 1908 from Shikoku 

Island. He was one of the few Japanese from that part of 

Japan and he came mostly alone into a largely 

unwelcoming part of the world. Like Konkō Daijin, he 

too was from a struggling rice farming community. He 

suffered many hardships, including terrible racism. He 

never gave up and always endeavored to pay it forward. 

Konkō Daijin’s great awakening. Although he was from 

a poor rice farming family and suffered many 

hardships, he came to realize how blessed and fortunate 

he really is and could show us how blessed and lucky 

we all are, if only we look more deeply into what we 

receive (Kami’s blessings). 

I now tell the story of Alyosha Karamazov and the 

death of his beloved teacher, Zosima. Alyosha loved his 

teacher who was a kind of wise and deeply 

compassionate saint. Zosima taught Alyosha many 

things, including the meaning of religion: you will 

know what religion really is “when you fall to the earth 

and water it with your tears of gratitude”. Young 

Alyosha did not understand at first what this meant. 

However, when Zosima died, Alyosha suffered a great 

spiritual crisis. Not only was he devastated by the death 

of his great teacher, but, as his thin and frail body began 

to putrefy, the smell was so awful that Alyosha had to 

leave the room in revulsion. How could so saintly a 

teacher with such a small and boney body smell so 

horribly after dying? Alyosha began to feel that all of 

creation was a disappointment and a scandal, unworthy 

of our love and appreciation. Everything felt incredibly 

unfair. When the crestfallen Alyosha finally returned to 

the wake, the monks were chanting the passage from 

the Christian Gospel that recounts Jesus’s first miracle: 

when all of the wine at the Wedding of Canaan was 

consumed, Jesus turned water into very delicious wine. 

Suddenly Alyosha had a great realization: religion does 

not turn something bad into something good and turn 

the scandal of creation into something tolerable. It was 

the opposite: religion helps us to see and to learn to 

appreciate all that we already have. Its purpose is not to 

help us with our misery but rather to help us with our 

happiness or, as Konkōkyō puts it: it helps us turn our 
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even more beautiful. In 1962, he built the magnificent 

waterfall. 

The existence of the Garden is a kind of miracle. He 

had little money, just a tireless work ethic. When the 

Kubota family ran out of money, he never worried. He 

just said, “Kami will provide it. Kami will give us what 

the Garden needs.” 

He always knew that the City of Seattle would one 

day embrace the Garden and feel the presence of Kami 

and the power and generosity of the earth. His garden 

grew to over 20 magnificent acres and was purchased 

by the City of Seattle in 1987. People come from near 

and far to appreciate Kubota’s witness to Kami’s 

blessings. Kubota Fujitarō was grateful for his many 

blessings and helped Kami with his work, giving us all 

a clear image of how and why one pays it forward for 

the coming generations. 

CONCLUSION 

We are in an ecological mess. Too many of us do 

not see the earth as Kami’s blessing, and we do not 

respect it and we are in big trouble.  

It is time for us to work together to learn to smile 

within so that we can pay forward for future 

generations. Let Kubota and his marvelous Garden also 

be our teacher as all people of all kinds gather there and 

experience its blessings. 

Note: You will have a chance to learn more about 

Kubota Fujitarō and his remarkable garden with a new 

book, Spirited Stones: Lessons from Kubota Garden, to 

be published this Fall by Chin Music Press. Until then, 

be sure to visit the Garden! 

He was not defeated by his experiences, but rather was 

grateful for his blessings and wanted to give back to 

future generations. 

In 1927, he bought the first five acres of very 

muddy land where the Garden now is. He could not 

own land privately. Moreover, the stream that he knew 

could one day be the lifeblood of his garden was for the 

time being a big muddy mess. He dug a deep trench to 

better control the Creek and began to collect large 

garden stones. Kubota would become a pioneer in stone 

placement, not only for his garden but for the greater 

Seattle area.  

Most gardens come from institutions and 

individuals that are wealthy enough to build and endow 

them. Kubota had little money, but worked hard and 

devoted his life tirelessly to develop the garden. He also 

worked on many other important landscaping projects 

around the area, including Seattle University, the 

Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge Island, many individual 

homes, etc. 

Yet despite bringing so much beauty into the world 

and helping Kami spread and enhance the blessings, 

grave injustice befell Kubota and his family. Along with 

well over 100,000 others and without due process, they 

were illegally incarcerated during the Second World 

War. They had little time to gather a few belongings 

before being sent to the harsh and arid plains of Camp 

Minidoka in Idaho. What did Kubota Fujitarō bring? 

Seeds, of course. We should remember that Konkōkyō 

received even worse treatment than the Buddhists 

because it was associated with Shinto. 

Kubota’s beautiful Garden was profoundly 

damaged due to almost four years of neglect. Legend 

has it that Kubota cried upon seeing the desecration of 

his great work, but then went back to work, making it 



It was encouraging to hear Reverend 

Kiyoji Konko’s means of developing a 

Kami-centered mindset using three 

sources:  

1.  Gohombu/headquarters 

2. Church 

3. Wherever you are 

and four pillars: 

1.  Daily prayer 

2.  Mediation  

3. Goyo/duties 

4. Gratitude 

In his presentation at the 2018 KCNA 

conference, Reverend Kiyoji stated that 

the four pillars represent the foundation of 

our faith, and guide us to appreciate even  

the simplest tasks such as daily laundry 

and taking out the trash. This mindset 

helps us to “keep the light on” and 

become appreciative, patient and humble. 

On the contrary, we may “turn the light 

off” when we have a closed mind, blame 

others  or become distressed.  

As I reflect upon myself, I do these 

daily tasks simply because they are part 

of my routine; however, I realized that I 

have forgotten to appreciate that I am 

being allowed to complete the tasks 

through the blessings of Kami. With such 

blessings, I am able to use my hands and 

feet, breathe, feel appreciative, clean, and 

much more. I would like to keep the light 

on by working towards a Kami-centered 

mindset during daily prayer and 

mediation, which will help me to realize 

and deepen my appreciation for all the 

experiences provided by Kami.  

 

 

Lanna Moriwaki 

is a member of the 

Konko Church of Chica-

go.  She writes about 

what she learned from 

the speaker at last year’s 

conference and how she 

applies her faith in her 

daily life. 
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At the 2018 KCNA Conference in 

Chicago, Reverend Kiyoji Konko taught 

us how to keep the light on. In this article, 

I want to share how I try to keep my light 

on and some of the things I do to keep it 

on. 

The first thing I do to keep the light 

on is having gratitude in my daily life. 

Being thankful and having appreciation 

for everything shows Kami that I’m 

grateful for everything. For example, 

just getting a ride to school from my 

parents is something that may seem 

small, but if that is taken away, how 

would I get to school? I would need to 

think of other ways to get to school on 

time, such as taking the bus or walking. 

Just getting to school is hard.  Therefore, 

I’m grateful and thankful that my 

parents provide me with a ride. I learned 

this lesson the hard way by being 

ungrateful when I gave my mom attitude 

 

(continued on next page)  

 

Madeline Uzunoe-Chin 

is a member of the 

Konko Church of 

Portland and a high 

school senior getting 

ready to graduate.  She 

shares her experiences 

with “keeping the light 

on and her faith in Kami 

to guide her in her 

decisions. 

KEEP THE LIGHT ON by Madeline Uzunoe-Chin 
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for something I was supposed to do but didn’t. My 

mom “kindly” told me that I lacked appreciation for 

my parents and how much they do for me. To help 

me realize this, she told me that I had to walk and 

take the bus to school. This was a significant 

learning lesson for me because it made me realize 

and appreciate how many times my mom picked me 

up and dropped me off every day so that I never had 

to worry whether I was going to get to school on 

time. This taught me not to take even the smallest 

things for granted even though they may seem 

minor.   

In addition, I always pray to Kami every single 

day, morning and night, to say thank you for 

everything that happened that day; apologize for 

anything wrong I did; and for my family’s health and 

safety, and for things to go smoothly in their everyday 

lives. When I pray, I feel that my connection with 

Kami is stronger, and it makes me feel better when I 

know I can rely on Kami to listen and talk about my 

bad days or good days.  Lastly, I try my best to look at 

the positive perspective of things instead of the 

negative side. 

I am a senior, so it has been a very stressful year 

because of having to apply for colleges and 

scholarships. I applied to many colleges and, 

thankfully, got accepted to most of them; but I am still 

waiting to hear about financial aid and scholarships, 

going on campus visits and negotiating with swim 

coaches for more scholarships. Deciding on a college is 

not easy. The pressure was even more intense since all 

my friends had already decided where to go for college 

and I was the only one who was undecided. They kept 

on asking me, “Where are you going? Haven’t you 

decided yet?” I couldn’t give a confident answer 

because I didn’t know where I was going to go. This 

caused me to be negative and depressed. However, my 

mom reminded me to have patience and trust in Kami. 

She also told me that it was not a bad thing to have to 

wait, and that the reason why I couldn’t decide was 

because I had many options to choose from. I just 

needed to pray to Kami to help guide me to select a 

college that would be best for me. I prayed to Kami for 

a sign to help me decide on a college that I not only 

would want to go to but would be best for my future 

and career goals. After praying day and night, I 

eventually narrowed it down to two colleges, either 

Morningside College to be a collegiate swimmer or the 

University of Washington.  

One night, I had a dream that my parents bought 

me a cookie to congratulate me for the college decision 

I made.  Not knowing that there were sprinkles inside 

the cookie, I broke the cookie in half and was surprised 

to see sprinkles of purple and gold, which are the 

colors of the University of Washington. This may have 

been the sign from Kami, but I was still not sure. Then, 

later that week, I visited the Morningside campus in 

Sioux City, Iowa. I was very impressed with the 

educational system, but something was making me feel 

uncomfortable. I stayed overnight with one of the 

swim girls and by morning, my decision was made and 

it was solid. I knew where I wanted to go.  Reflecting 

on this experience, I thank Kami for guiding me 

through my decisions. I think it is because I kept the 

“light on” that I was able to see where I was supposed 

to go.  

I will “keep my light on” by continuing to practice 

gratitude in my daily life (being appreciative and 

grateful), by praying to Kami every single day, and by 

practicing to look at the positive side of things in 

everything I find negative. With Kami’s guidance, I 

have decided to go the University of Washington, 

Tacoma. Go Huskies!! 
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At the KCNA Conference in 

Chicago last summer, Rev. Kiyoji 

Konko delivered a wide-ranging and 

inspiring keynote address in which he 

asked, “Is Your Light On?” and 

exhorted us to “Switch the Light On 

and Keep It On!” He connected 

“having the light on” with having a 

“Kami-centered mindset,” and spoke 

about how, for example, doing 

mundane tasks with appreciation helps 

keep the light on. By contrast, a 

negative mindset turns the light off. 

There are many ways to apply this idea 

to our own lives, but one of them may 

be to foster an attitude of constant 

appreciation to Kami for the myriad 

blessings that flood our lives daily. 

Lately, I have been thinking in 

particular about the phrase “ikasarete 

iru,” the idea that we are “being 

allowed to live” in this world, our lives 

sustained every moment of every day 

by the blessing of Kami. In English, 

this is an awkward phrase; English 

does not like the passive voice much, 

but it is an accurate rendering of 

“ikasarete iru”:  

ikiru: to live 

ikasu: to cause to live, to allow to 

live, to keep alive 

ikasareru: to be allowed to live (the 

passive form of ikasu)  

We watch a lot of Japanese 

television at home (probably too 

much!), including some interesting 

science programs that have had me 

thinking lately what an incredible 

miracle and blessing it is that we are 

alive. For example, there are billions of 

cells that make up our bodies, every 

one of them with a specific function 

that is necessary for us to live. There 

are also various kinds of networks 

through which signals are sent through 

our bodies, enabling different parts of 

the body to communicate changing 

conditions to other parts to stimulate 

necessary responses. Every single 

moment of every hour of every day of 

our lives, our organs and the cells that 

comprise them are constantly 

“working” to allow our bodies to 

function properly and for us to live—

all without conscious effort on our part. 

If this is not an example of the great 

blessing of “being allowed to live,” I 

don’t know what is. 

This realization has been a truly 

humbling one for me. I try to remind 

myself of it daily and give humble 

thanks for this truly extraordinary, 

fundamental blessing that is the starting 

point for all other blessings in my life. I 

hope that by always keeping this 

ongoing miracle in mind and fostering 

an attitude of appreciation for it, I can 

help “turn on” the Light in me and 

 IS YOUR LIGHT ON? by Dr. Eri Yasuhara 

 

 

Dr. Eri  F. Yasuhara 

is a member of the Konko 

Church of Gardena.  She 

shares how Reverend Kiyoji 

Konko’s presentation at last 

year’s KCNA Conference 

helped change her way of 

looking at life and blessings, 

and how she is keeping her 

light on.   
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The teachings last night and this 

morning had me think of removing some 

personal selfish desires. Last night, the 

sincerity of the heart was the point, and 

this morning’s pointed at not letting up 

our efforts, not quitting. Faith is the 

practice of polishing the gem or jewel 

within the heart.  

Today, I took a break from the many 

preparations for the service and played an 

online game. The first one I lost, and I 

thought of the teachings as I began 

another game. I lost that one as well and 

because I felt the Divine Work guiding me 

and pointing out my selfish inclinations, I 

immediately went back to preparing for 

the service. This was where Kami wanted 

me to improve so it was exactly what I 

needed to work on.  

The Founder at age 46–the very year 

of The Divine Call that established our 

faith–was asked to retire from farming 

and have his 15-year-old son take charge. 

(15 was an adult in those days.) It was 

plowing time and the ox, not out of the 

barn for a while, would be hard to 

manage. At his wife’s insistence, the 

Founder tried to break-in the animal but 

it wouldn’t budge, not even on the 

Founder’s second try. He felt it was a 

Divine Sign and had his son take over, 

explaining that even though he [the 

Founder] couldn’t manage the ox, his son 

would be able to. “It’ll be alright,” he 

said and, unbelievably, the ox cooperated 

as soon as his son took charge. 

Notice how the personal intentions of 

the Founder and me blurred our views, 

blocking the way. Note also that in both 

cases, no message was heard–neither of 

us received any verbal instruction. It was 

because of the activity we were in that 

we were able to understand, a random 

happening we might say.  

When polishing the heart with 

spiritual training, the Divine can shine 

through us much more easily. Ask or 

pray for a spiritual goal. Then, be aware 

of what's happening around you. The 

Divine Response guides us and our 

sincerity deepens along the way.  

Aim to shine from within. The 

Divine Light shall be there to help. 

POLISH TO SHINE THE SPIRIT by Reverend Richard Dusek 

 

 

Reverend Richard Dusek 

is a minister of the  

at the Konko Church of  

Portland and the Tacoma 

Fellowship Hall.  

. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

KCNA Office 
1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-992-6768 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 
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   K C N A  O F F I C E  N E W S   

 IN MEMORY OF REVEREND KISA YUASA 

On April 15, 2019, at the age of 

91, Kisa Yuasa passed away 

peacefully.  Those of us who knew 

her will forever remember her 

unwavering faith, kindness and 

smiling face.   

For over 54 years, Reverend Kisa 

Yuasa dedicated herself to serving 

Kami and the Konko Church of 

Seattle, and supported her husband, 

Reverend Michihiro Yuasa.  She is 

survived by her husband, children—

Sachio Yuasa, Takashi Yuasa, Diane 

Guinasso, Eddie Yuasa—and eight 

grandchildren. 

Though we miss her, we find 

comfort in knowing that Kisa Sensei 

is now with Kami; and that because 

 MINISTERS’ FAITH ENRICHMENT SEMINAR 

The Ministers’ Faith Enrichment 

Seminar was held from May 23-25  

at Gardena Church with 14 ministers 

in attendance.  Rev. Motoo Tanaka 

(Osaki, Japan) also attended as an 

observer while in country for 

KCLA’s 90th Anniversary and Rev. 

Matsui’s 30th Memorial Services. 

 



C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  f o r  L o c a l  C h u r c h e s  &  P r o p a g a t i o n  H a l l s  

 CHURCHES  

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 
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South San Francisco 
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415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 

Page 15 

V O L U M E  4 5 ,  N U M B E R  2  



NONPROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE PAID 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

PERMIT NO. 524 

Konko Churches of North America 

Konko Review 

Publication Division 

1911 Bush Street, #4A 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Visit us online at  

http://www.konkofaith.org 

 

This issue is filled with information about 

KCNA Conferences and the 160th Anniversary 

Pilgrimage to Hombu.  

If you want to learn more about our faith, 

develop your faith, and meet other believers, the 

KCNA Conference is a good place to begin and it’s 

an event for all ages.  

The 2019 KCNA Conference will take place at 

the University of California San Diego. You will 

find registration information in this issue. 

To help you understand this year’s theme 

“Smile from Within: Through Paying It Forward,” 

be sure to check out the presentation Dr. Wirth 

offered at the Northwest Regional Seminar.   

2019 marks the 160th anniversary of the 

acceptance of the Divine Call.  A pilgrimage and 

special program have been arranged.  If you have 

never been to Hombu or would like to make 

another visit, this is a good opportunity.  You will 

be sharing the experience in the company of other 

believers and ministers.  

On a sad note, we have also included an article 

about the passing of Reverend Kisa Yuasa of the 

Konko Church of Seattle.  She will be greatly 

missed, but she is now with Kami and her mitama 

will continue to guide all of us.  

If you have a question about our faith, a faith 

story you would like to share or photos of events, 

please send them to konkoreview@konkofaith.org. 
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