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One could not have asked for better weather 

for the 2019 KCNA Conference. The conference 

site was equally beautiful as we gathered on the 

campus of the University of California, San Diego. 

Our thanks to the many organizers and 

volunteers of the Konko Church of San Diego, 

Southern California Konko Churches, and the 

KCNA Administrative Office for their countless 

hours of behind-the-scenes efforts that allowed the 

rest of us to thoroughly enjoy our annual spiritual 

gathering. 

The opening service was conducted by 

Reverends Amy Uzunoe-Chin and Byron Ishiwata, 

and a special, heartfelt, one-year memorial was 

held commemorating Stephanie Tashiro. She is 

sincerely missed but the presence of her beloved 

mitama spirit was felt by all. 

We were inspired by Rev. Todd Takahashi's 

thought-provoking presentation, One Step at a 

Time. He talked about realizing the blessings we 

receive, the importance of goyo and the type of 

heart we should have when making offerings to 

Kami.  During his presentation, Todd Sensei stated 

that Kami accommodates us all the time,. Then he 

asked us when we last accommodated Kami-sama.  

 2019 KCNA CONFERENCE  

I believe everyone had to pause and think about 

their answer. 

 For those who were unable to attend the 

conference, I sincerely suggest that you view Todd 

Sensei’s PowerPoint presentation found at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/t8sj3dey50uue66/2019%
20Conference%20.pptx?dl=0 

and/or view the video of his presentation at: 

https://www.facebook.com/KonkokyoSanDiego/
videos/2371215372967197/ 

You will be glad you did. 

All discussion groups from the very young in 

age to our senior members focused on this year's 

theme, Smile from Within: Through Paying It 

Forward. Some of the questions asked included:  

• What are your thoughts about “paying it 

forward”?  

• What does that mean to you?  

• What does it look like?  

Using our answers to these questions, we then 

had to think about how to integrate these actions 

into our faith and daily lives.   

And, as usual, a lot of laughing and good times 

were shared during our Saturday Night Live show. 

Yes, it was entertainment at its best, and there 

were also many lessons to be learned regarding 

kindness and faith.  Good job, everyone! 

Just a Note:  If you were unable to attend this 

year's Conference and would like to know more, 

please speak to someone who did attend and ask 

them what they did, who they met, what they 

enjoyed best and what they learned.   

See you next year at the joint KMH/KCNA 

Conference in Hawaii! 
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My name is Remy and I came to 

Family Camp this year to see my 

friends and have fun. Family Camp is 

important because it teaches kids like 

us that praying is fun and important. 

It is really fun and I think a lot of my 

friends would like it. 

This year, Family Camp was in 

San Diego at UCSD. At Family 

Camp we learned about paying it 

forward and kindness. Paying it 

forward is when you do something 

kind for somebody, without being 

asked. We also went to the beach, 

learned magic tricks and made 

kindness cards for people in other 

countries. We played games and had 

races. It was really fun and I can’t 

wait for next year 

Maya Oka, 

a member of the 

Konko Church of 

Chicago, writes about 

her positive experience 

at Family Camp. 

FAMILY CAMP 

2019 KCNA PRECONFERENCES 

What I liked about Family Camp 

this year was seeing my friends. I also 

liked being able to play tag with my 

friends when we had free time. What I 

found fun this year was going to the 

beach and hanging out with my 

friends. I also loved the amazing race 

and hope we do it again next year. 

Even though it ended in a tie, it was 

still fun. 

What I learned this year was being 

kind and paying it forward. I learned 

that paying it forward means like 

when someone is being nice to a 

person and then that person does 

something kind for someone else.  

I hope to come back next year 

because I will get to see all my 

friends who I don't see for a whole 

year! Also, I would like to come back 

to learn more about the Konko Faith, 

and to have more fun next year. 

 

Ethan Katayama, 

is a member of the 

Konko Church of 

Sacramento. Like the 

other Family Camp 

reporters, he looks 

forward to next 

year’s camp. 

Remy Eddow 

is a member of the 

Konko Church of Los 

Angeles.  She explains 

why she feels Family 

Camp is important and 

tells us what she 

learned. 

 

I love Family Camp!  

We went to Family Camp in San 

Diego. I enjoyed going to the beach, 

playing with waves, doing the amaz-

ing race, leaning John's magic tricks, 

and going to Saturday Night Live.  

The camp is important because it 

teaches us about Kami-sama. We 

learned about kindness this year. We 

watched short videos about paying it 

forward and made a card to kids in 

Cambodia. 
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My name is Misaki Sugai and I 

have been a member of the San 

Francisco Church since I was born.  I 

was asked to write an article for the 

Konko Review about my experience 

with Family Camp/KCNA Con-

ference, how I got my son involved, 

and why I started when I was just 13 

years old—which was many years 

ago.   

I have had lots of experiences 

since I have been involved with the 

programs for so long. I don’t 

remember how I got started in the 

Youth Camp program, but I was a 

very shy person back then.  I didn’t 

really eat much or talk to anybody 

except for Amy Sensei.  Even though 

I didn’t do much, I still wanted to 

attend because I got to meet a lot of 

people from all over and I was very 

involved in church.  

I am glad Family Camp started 

while Mikio was a kid because it’s 

good for kids to learn more about 

Kami, not just at church but during 

the conferences with others their own 

age.  I have been taking Mikio to 

church since he left the hospital after 

he was born.  My mom and I had a 

great time at Family Camp, 

especially because it did not exist 

during my time.  I have learned a lot 

more about Kami, and I know Mikio 

has also because we have gone every 

year and have not missed any Family 

Camp/conference.  We love to travel 

and attend every conference we can.   

It is good to have Family Camp 

because there are some kids who do 

not attend church regularly, so this 

experience for the kids is very 

helpful.  You get to know more about 

Kami if you already didn’t know 

important things.  At our church, 

Mikio is the only kid that attends 

church on a regular basis. This year 

was actually Mikio’s last Family 

Camp, and he will be moving up to 

Youth Camp. He is used to being in 

Family Camp since he was a baby, so 

it will be a big transition for him to 

move up with bigger kids; but he 

already knows most of those kids, so 

he should not be scared to move up.  

At least he is not shy like I was and 

hangs out with the kids even during 

meal times.   

He had a lot of fun and enjoyed 

all the activities they did during 

Family Camp, especially the magic 

tricks he learned every year—even 

though there were not many boys.  

Another good experience is that you 

can make new friends from churches 

from all over.  Plus, when you go 

back to school, you can also let them 

know about one of the things you did 

over summer break.   

Misaki Sugai 

is a long-time member 

of the Konko Church 

of San Francisco.  She 

writes from the 

perspective of a 

parent, so if you have 

young children and 

would like them to 

learn more about our 

faith, please read this 

article.   
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YOUNG ADULT SEMINAR 

I’m very grateful to have been 

able to attend this year’s Young 

Adult Seminar (YAS) in San Diego, 

California. This was my third year in 

YAS, and also my last because I’ve 

graduated and will be participating in 

the Spirituality Bridge next year! 

With that in mind, I wanted to share 

with everyone how my time in YAS 

has impacted me.  

When I came to my first year of 

YAS, I wasn't entirely sure if I would 

feel out of place. Takeuchi Sensei of 

the Chicago Church encouraged me 

to go, but I initially had reservations. 

This would be my first major 

interaction with more than a few 

fellow believers at one time. Mainly, 

my worries were along these lines: I 

wasn't born into a Konko family. I 

didn't grow up in the faith. I was a 

newcomer, a stranger who wandered 

into the community through the 

Internet—would I stick out like a 

sore thumb?  

I'm glad to say that I found that 

none of this was an issue. I was 

welcomed with nothing short of open 

arms, and quickly learned what a life

-changing experience those few days 

a year can be. Having the time and 

space to discuss faith with those in a 

similar age range was an amazing 

opportunity. Because of our ages, 

many of us are going through some 

of the same highs and lows—college 

stress, figuring out the beginnings of 

a career, moving “out of the nest,” 

etc.—but at the same time, the way 

they apply faith to these matters is 

unique. I've been able to share 

thoughts, questions, hopes, worries, 

and very intimate personal struggles 

with everyone and feel accepted and 

supported every step. Over the course 

of the past three years, I’ve changed 

my major as part of revelations 

spurred by conversations at YAS, 

developed a sense of belonging in the 

community as a child of Kami, and 

deepened my understanding of my 

own faith, as well as my relationship 

with Kami.  

Overall, YAS gave me a unique 

experience that will change my life, a 

set of faith building-blocks that I’ll 

carry with me in my years forward, 

and I can’t thank everyone involved 

(staff and other YASers alike) 

enough for the opportunity. 

Jasper Lumadue 

is a member of the 

Konko Church of 

Chicago.  She tells of 

her experiences and 

feelings about her 

three years attending 

the Young Adult 

Seminar. 
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SP IR ITUAL ITY BRIDGE 

As part of the KCNA 

Conference, we are blessed to have a 

preconference program for those of 

us over 26 years old, some of us way 

over 26!  More than 30 believers and 

ministers gathered together for this 

year’s Spirituality Bridge, let’s call it 

SB for short.  Over a span of only 24 

hours, we learned, we shared, we 

laughed, we cried.  When the actual 

conference started on Friday, I felt 

like I had been in San Diego for a 

week!  

Opening the SB, Dr. Eri 

Yasuhara discussed the Divine Call, 

“Rikkyou Shinden,” so that we could 

get a better understanding of what it 

really meant to have the faith our 

Founder possessed.  Would you or I 

have the faith to give up our 

livelihood as we know it, to serve 

Kami-sama only to help others?  

Would YOU have stopped farming?  

Many of us have not gone through 

the hardships that the Founder 

experienced—losing a child, an ox, 

almost dying, the doctors giving up 

hope. Kami-sama was truly testing 

the Founder’s faith.  Everyday Kami-

sama is testing our faith as well.  

Maybe not as dramatic as almost 

dying, but all you have to do is listen.  

Does that little old lady need a seat 

on the bus?  Does that person need a 

friend?  What can we do to help 

Kami-sama by helping others?  This 

 

Dale Nakahara 

is a member of the 

Konko Church of San 

Francisco.  If you’ve 

ever wondered about 

the Spirituality Bridge 

or have thought about 

going, please  be sure 

to read Dale’s article. 

is paying it forward—to be grateful 

for all the blessings you have 

received, then sharing those blessings 

with others and they, in turn, sharing 

their blessings.  Sometimes just a 

kind word can mean all the 

difference to a person who is 

troubled. 

Dr. Yasuhara, Rev. Alan Matsui 

and Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe are so 

appreciated for their outstanding hard 

work in putting together the SB  

program.  Every year, this popular 

program is fresh and informative.  

And for me, bonding with the SB 

family was my reward.  I have been a 

Konko believer my whole life, 

perhaps not as active in the church as 

I should have been all that time, but I 

have met so many other believers 

over the years. And throughout this 

conference weekend, I got to actually 

get to know and talk to people I have 

never interacted with before.  Getting 

the chance to really talk with my 

roomies, who were awesome, others 

in my breakout groups and fellow 

diners at meal time are my best 

memories.  The SB gave me the 

opportunity to hear other’s stories.  

And it’s all about the stories, isn’t it?  

They make me reflect on my own life 

and how much I have to be thankful 

to Kami sama for. 

(continued on page 13) 
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Born on March 4, 1921, Fumio 

Matsui was the only son of the 

minister of the Konko Church of 

Iwakuni.  In his own words Rev. 

Matsui wrote, “Although I was raised 

in a church, I didn’t understand faith 

at all.  I often rebelled against our 

church lifestyle, and I wanted to 

leave it for the outside world.”  

After graduating college, Matsui 

was drafted into the Japanese Naval 

Air Force.  However, due to medical 

issues, he was discharged and 

returned to Iwakuni. He later learned 

that his unit suffered a high fatality 

rate because many of the men 

became kamikaze pilots.  

After his recovery, he worked at 

a military factory in Iwakuni where 

he met Fumiko Kimura, his future 

wife.  Assigned to do work in 

Hiroshima, she returned to Iwakuni 

on the weekends.  Unfortunately, 

Fumiko was in Hiroshima when the 

atomic bomb was dropped.  No one 

knew if she had survived.  Rev. 

Matsui wrote, “Since I had been 

raised in a church, all I could think to 

do was go to church to pray to 

Kami…My prayers were intensely 

directed in a single purpose…I 

prayed with all my heart.  I had often 

attended service, but had never 

prayed on my own. I felt 

embarrassed to be seen praying to 

Kami, but I had to go to church…as I 

continued to pray, I began to gain 

confidence that Fumiko would 

receive help.  This was very strange, 

but I gained confidence that Kami 

would save her.” He further wrote, 

“Fumiko’s whole body had been 

burned…she was not found for three 

or four days.  Although she did not 

know about Konkokyo at all, she 

heard the voice of Kami…who said 

simply, ‘Live.’” and “In praying for 

my wife, my faith grew and 

continues to grow…” They married 

in 1946. 

After the war ended, Matsui 

decided to become a minister and 

entered the Konko Seminary.  He 

was ordained on December 10, 1947.  

Rev. Matsui remained in Konko 

Headquarters (Hombu) for five years, 

REVEREND FUMIO MATSU I 30TH YEAR SPIR ITUAL BIRTHDAY  
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From 1952 until 1989, 

Reverend Fumio 

Matsui served Kami 

and the Konko Faith in 

North America.  He 

helped guide the 

movement to 

propagate our faith in 

English and broaden 

the base of native 

English-speaking 

ministers.   

It is important for us 

to keep alive the 

memory of past 

ministers. This article 

“introduces” Rev. 

Matsui to those who 

never met him, and 

reminds those who 

knew him of his 

commitment to Kami. 

Let us remember his 

earnest faith and many 

contributions. 

The majority of 

information in this 

article came from the 

booklet In Memorium, 

The Reverend Fumio 

Matsui, published by 

the Konko Church of 

San Francisco on 

May 17, 1992. 
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serving on the Biography of the Founder 

Publishing Committee, as a lecturer in Gakuin, in 

the Research Section in Gakuin, in the Faith 

Training Department, on the Hiromae staff, and as 

a researcher for the Council for the Revision of the 

Konkokyo Institution. While in Hombu, Rev. and 

Mrs. Matsui had two children.  

In 1951, Rev. Matsui heard about the 

missionary work in the US from Mikanosuke 

Takaichi, a seminary student and believer under 

Rev. Asataro Yamada of the Konko Church of San 

Jose.  One year later, at age 31, he boarded a ship 

in Yokohama for San Francisco. Before his 

departure, he received the following teaching from 

the third Konko-sama: “All you have to do is to 

receive benevolence from Kami and you will be 

alright.” 

For four years, Rev. Matsui practiced under 

Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda. In 1953, Fumiko and his 

sons joined him in San Francisco. Then in 1956, 

he was transferred to Seattle to re-establish the 

Konko Church. His missionary work included 

traveling to Tacoma, Washington; Vancouver, 

British Columbia; New Denver, Slocane, British 

Columbia; Chicago, Illinois; and Toronto, Ontario. 

Rev. Matsui served as the Chief Administrative 

Minister (CAM) of the Konko Churches of North 

America from 1963 to 1976. After becoming the 

CAM, he returned to San Francisco in 1966, where 

he also assumed the duties of assistant minister. In 

1974, he became the third Head Minister of the 

Konko Church of San Francisco. 

Rev. Matsui’s vision was to “make a new 

American Konko religion”. Through his 

inspiration, guidance and dedication: 

• The Konko Daijin Translation Committee 

was established in 1971. After 10 years, the 

committee published the English version of 

Konko Daijin, Biography of the Founder. 

The committee has evolved and exists today 

as the KCNA Research Information Center 

(RIC). 

• The House of Delegates was established to 

allow lay members to give input into the 

decision-making process. It is still active. 

• The Faith Training Seminary was 

established to provide members with a 

deeper understanding of the Konko Faith.  It 

exists today as the Faith Training Institute. 

• The Publication Division was established to 

publish the Konko Review. 

• Four US-born Konko followers at the Konko 

Church of San Francisco have become 

ministers. Three are currently active:  

Roderick Hashimoto, Head Minister, Konko 

Church of Vancouver; Joanne Tolosa, Head 

Minister, Konko Church of San Francisco; 

and Alan Matsui, Associate Minister, Konko 

Church of San Francisco. 

On June 22, 1988, Rev. Matsui was recognized 

for Meritorious Services of Selected Individuals. He 

continued to work to propagate the Konko Faith in 

North America until his death on June 22, 1989.  

Rev. Matsui’s creed was “I hope and pray that 

we fulfill Kami’s wish for Ikigami to be born here in 

this great land of North America.  Please allow me to 

be useful and help people be one with Kami.”  



In 1926, Mr. & Mrs. Torakichi 

Torigoe headed a “mamichi” (true 

way) group of Konko-kyo believers in 

the Los Angeles Japanese community.  

This group, with the help of Reverend 

Toshitsugu Kandori, officially 

registered as the Konko-kyo Church of 

Los Angeles on November 15, 1928. 

The establishment of Los Angeles 

church is significant because it is the 

first Konko Church to be established in 

California, as recorded with the Office 

of the California Secretary of State. 

At that time, the Japanese were 

discriminated against and considered 

to be a “yellow peril” by the majority 

population. Prejudicial laws were in 

place that barred further immigration 

of Japanese to California, barred them 

from land ownership and even barred 

them from becoming naturalized 

citizens. 

Reverend Kandori served as the 

Head Minister until May 11, 1937, 

when he was stricken with an illness 

that caused him to return to Japan.  

Reverend Yoshiaki Fukuda, the Head 

Minister of the Konko Church of San 

Francisco, became the interim Head 

Minister of the Konko Church of Los 

Angeles. 

On February 25, 1940, the 

previous Assistant Minister of the 

Konko Church of San Francisco, 

Reverend Taiichi Tsuyuki, and his new 

bride, Yoshie, officially took over the 

Konko Church of Los Angeles 

(KCLA). 

World War II and Internment 

During World War II, President 

Roosevelt signed Executive Order 

9066, which forced over 120,000 

Japanese immigrants into internment 

facilities.  Japanese religious leaders 

The Konko Church of 

Los Angeles 

celebrated its 90th 

anniversary during its 

Tenchi Kane No Kami 

Grand Ceremony in 

May of this year. 

This is the history that 

appeared in the 

anniversary program. 

Page 11 

KONKO CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES 90TH ANNIVERSARY  

VOLUME 45,  NUMBER 3 



Page 12 

Reverend Taiichi Tsuyuki’s appointment as the 

Head Minister of the Konko Church of Los Angeles 

on January 27, 1949, seemed to spur on the re-

establishment of KCLA.  Reverend Tsuyuki along 

with George X. Hanamoto, Tokumi Sato, Meiko 

Niiyama and Hedeo Itami filed the Articles of 

Incorporation of the Konko Church of Los Angeles 

and re-registered with the State of California as the 

Konko Church of Los Angeles on April 18, 1949. 

Reverend Taiichi and Yoshie Tsuyuki’s eldest 

son, Alfred Yoshihisa Tsuyuki, was ordained as a 

Konkokyo minister in June 1961.  He returned from 

Japan to assist his father at the Konko Church of Los 

Angeles.  Following his father’s passing, Rev. Alfred 

Tsuyuki accepted the call to the ministry and was 

appointed Head Minister of KCLA in December 

1985. 

Historical Significance of the KCLA 

KCLA, like many other Japanese American 

spiritual centers, reflects the history of Japanese 

Americans with their struggles to establish 

themselves as immigrants in a new land under 

discriminatory laws and prejudice.  The church was 

not only a spiritual center, but also an important hub 

for family/social events in their community. 

The Konko Church of Los Angeles continues to 

help those in need, guide those who are seeking 

answers, and bring spiritual peace of mind to those in 

doubt, as it has been in the tradition of the Konko 

faith for over 90 years.  In the final analysis, it must 

be said that the people of the Konko Church of Los 

Angeles and their faith in the Konko religion are the 

main constituents who make up the Los Angeles 

Church and give this church the significance it holds 

today. 

were considered particularly troublesome by the 

Department of Justice during World War II.  

Members of the clergy were leaders in the immigrant 

community often with ties to organizations in their 

former countries of residence and held clerical 

privilege. 

Reverend Taiichi Tsuyuki, one of the founding 

reverends of KCLA and father of our current 

Reverend, Alfred Tsuyuki, was picked up and 

detained at Tuna Canyon.  After her husband was 

taken away, Yoshie with her infant son, Alfred, 

moved to San Francisco to be with her family.  From 

there, they were then taken away to the Topaz, Utah 

Camp.  As recalled by Reverend Alfred Tsuyuki, 

Reverend Taiichi, his father, was able to join them 

for the birth of their second son at Topaz. Later, they 

were moved to Crystal City, Texas until their release. 

A local Latino family lovingly adopted KCLA 

for the time that Reverend Tsuyuki was detained and 

held evangelical services at KCLA.  They returned 

the church to Reverend Tsuyuki after he came back 

from internment.  For this, we give our appreciation 

to the Latino family and Tenchi Kane no Kami, 

Kami of Heaven and Earth. 

Re-establishment of the KCLA 

Even though the war officially ended with the 

signing of the unconditional surrender of Japan on 

September 2, 1945, Reverend Taiichi and his family 

were not released until March 12, 1946. After the 

war, the Reverend and his family housed many 

people on their way back to their homes, and served 

as a community resource to help the newly-released 

detainees who lost their homes. 

KONKO REVIEW 
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A young man from Japan, whose 

name is Masa, started to clean many 

beaches in the world.  Beaches are 

full of trash.  Everyday, Masa cleans 

a beach voluntarily.  Many others 

volunteer to help him.  Now, he is 

cleaning a beach in Indonesia.  The  

President of Indonesia came to meet 

him and promised to help him clean 

Indonesia.  

As you know, I care about 

Mother Earth and have been cleaning 

as I walk the streets.  I have been 

picking up trash, mainly plastics. I 

realized recently that even small and 

almost invisible trash such as 

cigarette butts can destroy the 

world’s ecosystem, too.  

A few weeks ago, I met with the 

mayor of South San Francisco. She 

said cigarette filters have been 

floating in or on the ocean for at least 

five years.  Fishes and birds eat them 

and get sick and die.  There are 

trillions of filters in the world.  We 

must take action and do something, 

otherwise, there will be no fish in the 

future.  I was ignorant about this until 

my own brother recently died of lung 

cancer from smoking cigarettes.   

Please think about this important 

topic and take action. 

 

HOW DOES A SMALL C IG ARETTE BUTT DESTROY 

THE WORLD’ S ECOSYSTEM? 

Rev. Masato 

Kawahatsu 

is an Associate Minister 

of the Konko Church of 

San Francisco and 

serves at the Konko 

Spiritual Center in 

South San Francisco. 

This is an excerpt from 

Shin Shin Gaku Do, 

July-August 2019. 

 

 

 

 

And finally, I can’t leave out the 

fact that the SB family pushed their 

confidence to put on a skit for 

Saturday Night Live!  In the past, we 

would always, unwillingly, sing a 

song.  Strength in numbers!  This 

year, under the leadership of Alice 

Kawahatsu (our director), we were, I 

think, actually entertaining. 

Arigatou, Kami-sama. 

 

Spirituality Bridge (continued) 



I exchange emails with about 20 

Americans. When I sent them my 

sermon for our April monthly service 

that covered my thoughts on what 

Konkokyo is, I asked them what 

impressed them most about our faith.  

I have received six responses so 

far, and have been impressed to find 

that each person has grasped the 

uniqueness of our faith on their own. 

Among the responses, the most 

common characteristic was the 

unselfish attitude of ministers and 

believers.  

I now would like to tell you how 

some responders described the 

uniqueness of the Konko Faith. I 

have chosen two young Americans 

who have visited our church. 

Mr. Seth Carter came from 

Virginia with his newlywed wife, 

Diana, last August. He wrote:  

I think my answer is 

pretty simple. For me, I was 

attracted to how open the 

Faith was in regards to other 

faiths, and how universal it 

seems to be in its teachings. 

It's a simple Faith, too. I 

haven't heard of any big 

philosophical texts that are 

needed to explain the Faith; 

it's a very simple matter of 

being grateful to the 

Universe, and living in a way 

that is best for oneself and 

others. That's what attracted 

me at first and what kept my 

desire to learn more about 

the Faith.  

Another thing that 

Konkokyo doesn't have is [a] 

“one size fits all” type of 

answer to questions about 

faith and life, and it seems to 

acknowledge that everyone is 

on their own journey and 

what may work for one 

person may not be what 

someone else needs. It's a 

simple faith, but does require 

individual discernment, and 

that is what appeals to me. 

In Diana’s case, she tells 

me that what attracted her 

most was that certain 

elements of the Faith 

reminded her of Christianity, 

but she felt that the Konko 

Faith was more spiritual than 

the Christianity she grew up 

with. After we visited you last 

August, Diana spent the next 

several days reading the 

Konkokyo Prayer Book and 

felt that she learned a lot 

about the essence of the Faith 

and its spirituality through 

the prayers. Our visit with 

you was also an experience 

that led to Diana becoming 

Rev. Masanori 

Takeuchi 

is the Head Minister 

of the Konko Church 

of Chicago. 

This is an excerpt from 

his June 9, 2019 

sermon. 
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more open-minded about the Faith, 

especially after experiencing your 

kindness, sincerity, and hospitality. 

Another young American, Ms. Artemis, visited 

our church from Missouri to join our grand 

ceremony in May of last year. She wrote:  

As for why the Konko faith appealed to 

me, I found the fact that I already had 

similar beliefs about the universe, and the 

idea of being thankful and that all things 

are Kami were very appealing.  

Konko has a similar feeling to 

“mindfulness” or observing your feelings 

and your body's experiences in the present 

moment and letting them go. I feel that we 

have to train ourselves to notice good 

things or see the good things in bad times. 

We are, as humans, more likely to notice 

and dwell on bad things. So I found the 

aspect of Konko to focus on gratitude to 

Kami in even small things very appealing 

and good for my mental health. 

I was raised with the idea that nature 

was bad because it was sinful and unclean, 

but the idea of respecting nature drew me 

into Shinto to begin with and the idea that 

all things are Kami and sacred drew me 

into Konko. The feeling of being 

surrounded by Kami is something I had felt 

for a very long time but Konko helped give 

me words for that feeling. 

Through exchanging e-mails with these young 

Americans, I am very happy to know they all 

seriously think about their lives, and seek the true 

way of life and a genuine faith in their own way. 

The more earnest and sincere their pursuit is, the 

more I believe they are drawn to the Konko Faith. 



WORDS TO LIVE BY 

Start the day with a peaceful heart. 

Have a wonderful day with a joyful heart. 

End the day with a thankful heart. 

 Reverend Yomisu Oya 

Konko Church of Sacramento 

 

 

 
Take care of yourself and others. 

Take care of our Mother Earth. 

Express sincerely, “Arigatou gozimasu,”  

“Thank you” 1,000 times a day. 

 Reverend Masato Kawahatsu 

 Konko Spiritual Center in South San Francisco 

 

 

 
Those who practice faith don’t just worship Kami. They also 

sincerely help people in emergencies or in sudden adversity 

without expecting any money or thanks in return. If there’s a fire, 

they quickly go and help extinguish it.  Such is true faith and 

kindness.  Bear this in mind in whatever you do. 

Yamamoto Sadajiro 49/ 

Voice of the Universe #386 
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• The Konko Church of Los Angeles held its 90th Anniversary and Spring Grand Ceremony on May 26. 

• The Konko Church of San Francisco honored Reverend Fumio Matsui’s 30th Spiritual Birthday in 

conjunction with its Spring Grand Ceremony in June. 

• Six students attended the FTI summer session held on June 27 to 29 near San Francisco, 

California.  Class topics ranged from "Konko Daijin's Era: Background and Customs in Japan," to 

"How Kami Taught and Influenced Bunji". 

• CAM went to Hawaii to participate in a KMH meeting on July 27 regarding the future of the KCNA 

and KMH, and also gave a workshop/presentation that was open to KMH believers and the general 

public on the 28th. CAM also went on a site visit on June 29 to Camp Erdman, which will be the 

location of the 2020 KMH and KCNA Joint Conference. 

• The annual KCNA Preconferences were held between August 6 and 9, and the Conference was held 

from August 9 to 11, hosted by the Konko Church of San Diego at the University of California, San 

Diego. There was an official total of 97 participants. The guest speaker was Rev. Todd Takahashi.  

● Congratulations go to the recipients of this year’s KCNA scholarships: James Akashi of the Konko 

Church of San Francisco, and Madeline Uzunoe-Chin of the Konko Church of Portland.  Madeline and 

James were each awarded $1,000. Best wishes to both of you as you begin your college experience. 

 

 

 

• KCNA CAM joined the Research Information Center (RIC) meeting held at the Konko Church of 

Gardena on August 16 and 17.  

KCNA OFF ICE NEWS 
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• The MWSS plans to publish a Volume II Recipe Book as their contribution to "Paying it Forward" to 

the future generation. It will not only contain recipes from the various churches, but also faith stories 

and teachings MWSS members would like to share and pass down to the next generation. 

• KCNA CAM will attend the Konko Church of Chicago's Ikigami Konko Daijin Grand Ceremony and its 

10th Anniversary, which will be held on November 3 at 11:00 am.  

• Almost 70 people plan to attend the 160th Anniversary KCNA Pilgrimage and the Konkokyo 

International Gathering from November 14 to 15.  Tentative schedules have been sent out to those who 

have confirmed their attendance.  

• The KCNA polo shirt ordering deadline has passed. However, the good news is that there are shirts still 

available for purchase, though the selection of sizes is limited. The cost is $30 plus shipping and 

handling. If you are interested, please contact the KCNA Office.  
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CONTACT INFORMAT ION for Loca l Churches & Propaga t ion Hal l s  

CHURCHES   

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 

The  2019 KCNA Conference and Preconferences in San Diego have come and gone. The 97 people 

who attended have returned home and, hopefully, are sharing what they learned about Smile from 

Within: Through Paying It Forward with others at their churches.  In this issue, read their stories.  

There were Tenchi Kane No Kami Grand Ceremonies this year that marked two important events:  

the 90th Anniversary of the Konko Church of Los Angeles in May, and the 30th Spiritual Birthday of 

Reverend Fumio Matsui of the Konko Church of San Francisco in June. 

 

THE KONKO REVIEW WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU 

● Have an idea on how to improve the Konko Review? 

● Are there any topics you would like to see included? 

● Do you have a faith story or a drawing you would like to share? 

If you do, please email them to:  konkoreview@konkofaith.org.  

 


