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160TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF 

THE DIVINE CALL 

NOVEMBER 15, 2019 

HOMBU, JAPAN 

On November 15, 1859, Konko Daijin, our 

Founder (Bunji Kawate), received the Divine Call 

from Tenchi Kane No Kami. This marks a 

significant point in our history because it is 

recognized as the beginning of the Konko Faith. 

Bunji Kawate was a farmer, and his family and 

community relied on him. Accepting Kami’s 

request was a life-changing event because it meant 

his family would have to work their farm without 

him. However, Kami was asking Bunji to “help 

Kami and save people” and because of Bunji’s 

unwavering faith in Kami, he accepted the Divine 

Call to perform Toritsugi Mediation full time.   

A special service is being held at Hombu in 

November, marking the 160th year since Konko 

Daijin accepted the Divine Call. About 60 people 

representing the KCNA will be there. Expect to 

see some of their stories in the next issue of the 

Konko Review. 

Take some time and read the “Divine Message 

Received on November 15, 1859” on pages 70 and 

71 in the Prayer Book (published by Konkokyo 

Headquarters, Konko, Okayama, Japan, 2010).   

Then, ask yourself the following questions (which 

come from the Spirituality Bridge pre-conference 

presentation): 

• What do you think is the meaning or 

significance of the Divine Call? 

• What does the Divine Call mean in your life? 

• Why is gratitude so important in our Faith? 

• How can I express my gratitude to Kami 

daily? 

You may also wish to read the “Appreciation 

Prayer for the 160th Anniversary of Konkokyo’s 

Establishment” prayer on pages 17 and 18 in the 

Prayer Pocketbook For the 160th Anniversary of 

the Divine Call. 
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“WHAT THE ‘DIVINE CALL’ MEANS TO ME” 

Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin, Chief Administrative Minister of the KCNA  

November marks the 

160th anniversary of 

our Founder’s 

acceptance of “The 

Divine Call”. This 

article comes from 

Faith to Face (May 

2019 issue, page 3), a 

newsletter published 

by the Konkokyo 

International Center 

based in Tokyo, Japan.  

Four Konko ministers 

from different parts of 

the world contributed 

their thoughts. 

There are two important parts of 

the “Divine Call,” to me.  The first is 

when our Founder actually received 

the “Divine Call” from Kami, asking 

him to stop farming and dedicate his 

life to helping others. He received 

Kami’s complete trust, opening the 

world between Kami and humans, 

revealing the workings of “Aiyo 

Kakeyo (Mutual Interdependence),” 

and realizing the importance of why 

we suffer, and being saved through 

seeking Toritsugi Mediation. 

The second part is how I received 

the “Divine Call” as a minister. In 

order for this Konko Faith to spread, 

Kami’s Wish to help people with 

their suffering must be realized 

through the continued Divine 

Working of the Founder’s Toritsugi 

Mediation. Thus my “Divine Call” as 

a minister is a lifelong responsibility 

and commitment to continue helping 

people every day through my efforts 

in Toritsugi Mediation. 

We, the Konko community, 

humbly revere our Spiritual Leader 

Konko-Sama and his everyday divine 

work, which realizes Kami’s Wish to 

help all humanity—all Kami’s 

children.  Through Sacred Mediation, 

those who pray have been given 

divine blessings. Accepting Kami’s 

Wish, our current Spiritual Leader 

and past Konko-Samas have been 

devoting themselves to the Way of 

Mediation for 160 years until today, 

at the Main Worship Hall. These 

very figures embody Kami’s Wish 

itself. I have nothing but appreciation 

for the “Divine Call” and the very 

life of Konko Faith since the 

establishment.  I pray for people who 

suffer and are lost among the 

nationalism and differences in 

ideologies in the world—that they 

will share in Parent Kami’s Wish.  

And I pray that “world peace and 

salvation of humanity” will become a 

reality. 

Rev. Kinya Suenaga, Director of the Konkokyo Seoul Activity Center,  

South Korea 
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The “Divine Call” said, “Regard this event as 

your death.  Dispel all desires and assist Tenchi 

Kane No Kami.” As I read this passage at a young 

age, I felt this was very strict.  When I decided to 

become a Konko minister and enter the Konkokyo 

Seminary, this phrase made me think, “I have to 

give up enjoying my life.” But now I interpret this 

“death” as meaning, “Being reborn for a new start.  

Be free from everything and all the responsibilities 

I had to follow in society.  Being nothing; I 

remove myself and my ego from my physical form 

so that Kami-Sama can use me as Kami Wishes.” 

The last sentence of Oshirase-goto Oboe-cho 

(Record of Revelations), “I shall sacrifice you” 

also indicates “death” but also “a new beginning”. 

“Death” shall mean “a new start” and “new 

relationships”.  I want to cherish “Every day is a 

fresh new beginning.” 

 

Rev. Koichi Konko, Director of the Konkokyo Hawaii Center   

Rev. Ryoichi Iwai, Director of the Konkokyo Asuncion Activity Center, Paraguay    

For me, the “Divine Call” instills my 

determination of accepting and realizing the Way 

of Mediation. 

Kami’s Wish in the “Divine Call” and our 

Founder’s resolve to accept it brought about the 

Way of Kami and people, and it has been carried 

on for 160 years until today. 

As stated in the “Appreciation Prayer for the 

160th Anniversary,” “Our Founder, Konko Daijin, 

revered Tenchi Kane No Kami,” now, more than 

ever, is the time for us to faithfully realize Konko 

Daijin Oboegaki (Memoirs of Konko Daijin) and 

Oshirase-goto Oboe-cho (Record of Revelations) 

in our everyday lives.  Then, each one of us should 

feel Kami-Sama whom our Founder had 

encountered.  As we accumulate these experiences 

following the Founder, I think that we will be able 

to understand Kami’s Wish in the “Divine Call” 

and accept it. 
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LEARN ABOUT OUR MINISTERS OF THE KCNA 

We believers often look at our ministers as 

people who guide us in our faith and take care of 

the church, but there is so much more to them than 

we realize.   

This is the first in a series of articles about our 

KCNA ministers. Through the articles, we will 

attempt to show you a different side of them—

their lives before becoming ministers, their 

dedication to Tenchi Kane No Kami, their strong 

desire to spread the Konko Faith in North America 

despite not knowing English or much about the 

culture of their new homes, how they established 

churches where none existed before, and the 

challenges they have faced.  The ministers seem to 

acknowledge challenges but none have said they 

made sacrifices—they are serving Kami.   

These are the questions that were sent (and will 

be sent) to ministers: 

• Why did you become a minister? 

• What do you like about being a minister? 

• What challenges have you faced as a KCNA 

minister? 

• What would you be doing if you had not 

become a minister? 

• Is there anything you would like to share with 

believers to inspire them? 

• What do you feel is one of the most important 

teaching/learning all Konko believers should 

practice? 

• How would you like to see our faith, religion 

or churches evolve? 

• What changes would you like to make to 

improve your faith or role as a minister? 

The ministers could choose to answer some or 

all of the above questions, and were also given the 

option to create their own questions. 

We start with a history of Revs. Michihiro and 

Kisa Yuasa, Konko Church of Seattle; and 

interview questions answered by Rev. Takao 

Kishii, Konko Church of Toronto, Rev. Masaru 

Okazaki, Konko Church of Fresno and Rev. 

Michie Uzunoe, Konko Church of Portland.  
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Michihiro Yuasa 

Born on September 9, 1925, 

Michihiro was the third child of 

Masa and Takanozu Yuasa. His was 

a family that for generations raised 

ministers who devoted their lives to 

Kami and people.  No exception, 

Michihiro’s father was the head 

minister of the Konko Church of 

Mure on Shikoku Island.      

After graduating from high 

school, like many men his age, he 

joined the Japanese Army. Captured 

by the British while fighting in 

Victoria Point in Burma, he was 

eventually transferred to Singapore 

as a POW (prisoner of war). 

After his return to Japan, 

Michihiro enrolled for religious 

training at Hombu in Okayama and 

was ordained in June of 1951.   

REVERENDS MICHIHIRO AND KISA YUASA, KONKO CHURCH OF SEATTLE 

Reverends Michihiro 

and Kisa Yuasa 

dedicated their lives to 

the Konko Church of 

Seattle for over 50 

years.  Collectively, 

they served Kami in 

North America—San 

Francisco, 

Sacramento and 

Seattle—for over 120 

years.  

A heartfelt thank you 

goes to the Yuasa 

children—Sachio, 

Takashi, Diane and 

Eddie—and 

granddaughter Megan 

for their contributions. 

to this article.  

Kisa Tamura (Yuasa) 

Kisa Tamura was born on 

February 11, 1928, in Wakayama 

Prefecture, the youngest of four 

children. Her father, Tozaburo, was a 

principal and her mother, Hisae, was 

a teacher. During the war, Kisa was 

forced to work at a bomb-making 

factory after high school graduation.    

When the war ended, Kisa was 

sent to Hombu to live with Rev. 

Suda’s family to learn how to cook 

and to receive training in the Konko 

Faith. It was Rev. Suda who arranged 

the marriage of Michihiro and Kisa. 

Revs. Michihiro and Kisa Yuasa 

Rev. Michihiro Yuasa and Kisa 

Tamura were married on May 11, 

1952 at the Konko Church of Mure, 

which became their home. In June of 

1952, Kisa was ordained as a Konko 

minister, and their first child, Sachio, 

was born on March 5, 1954. 
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In November 1954, Rev. Michihiro boarded a 

ship in Yokohama and sailed solo to San 

Francisco, but the family reunited eight months 

later in July 1955 after Rev. Kisa and Sachio 

journeyed across the ocean. They made a life at the  

San Francisco Church with several other church 

families. Their family grew with the addition of 

son Takashi and daughter Diane. 

Then, in 1959, the Yuasa family moved to the 

Konko Church of Sacramento. With Rev. Kisa by 

his side, Rev. Michihiro assumed the head minister 

duties from Rev. Yasukichi Yasumura. During 

their time in Sacramento, their fourth child, Eddie, 

was born. However, the Sacramento Church was 

not their final destination and after five years, the 

family was transferred to Seattle. 

On January 29, 1966, Rev. Michihiro officially 

became the head minister of the Konko Church of 

Seattle. Together, Revs. Michihiro and Kisa faced 

the challenges of propagating and raising a family 

in North America.  In addition to the duties at their 

own church, Rev. Michihiro traveled to Vancouver 

and Portland to hold monthly services. Through 

their unwavering faith in Kami and their service to 

the church and its believers, Kami allowed the 

dedication of a new church building on June 14, 

1981. Rev. Michihiro also has the distinction of 

serving as the KCNA Chief Administrative 

Minister from 1984 to 1988. 

By all accounts, Rev. Michihiro was a skilled 

handyman who kept the church going. He could 

repair plumbing and electrical problems, put up 

drywall, fix cars and do the gardening. In his spare 

time, Rev. Michihiro enjoyed singing and was a 

dedicated student of calligraphy. 

Rev. Kisa had a gentle spirit and a smile that 

radiated from her grateful attitude and faith.  She 

supported the church with her unwavering faith 

and prayers, played the koto and sang during 

services, and coordinated food preparation. She 

raised four children, took care of their home, and 

also worked outside the home as a seamstress.  

Rev. Kisa was also known for her interest in a 

healthy lifestyle—especially foods and exercise.  

Rev. Michihiro retired as the head minister in 

2018 and joined his wife at an adult family home. 

Together, the two of them continued to pray to 

Kami for the well-being of all people.   

Sadly, Rev. Kisa passed away on April 15, 

2019. She will always be remembered as a warm, 

unmaterialistic, generous, humble and grateful 

person.   

Still serving Kami’s wish to save people, Rev. 

Michihiro would like others to know that: 

• Toritsugi reveals the precious and eternal 

teachings of Tenchi Kane No Kami that were 

conveyed to us through Ikigami Konko Daijin, 

the mediator between Kami and people.   

• We are given life by Tenchi Kane No Kami.  

Ikigami Konko Daijin taught that we must 

have a Kami-centered heart and think of 

ourselves as parents in our relationships with 

others. 

We are very grateful to Rev. Yuasa for his 

continued guidance. 
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REVEREND MASARU OKAZAKI, KONKO CHURCH OF FRESNO 

Reverend Masaru 

Okazaki was ordained in 

Japan in 1953. He 

arrived in San Francisco 

in 1956, and has served 

as the Head Minister of 

the Konko Church of 

Fresno since 1961. 

We thank Rev. Okazaki’s 

children—Henry, Gay 

and Suzanne—for their 

part in providing 

additional information 

and clarification, and 

Rev. Michie Uzunoe for 

helping translate Rev. 

Okazaki’s answers.    

Why did you become a minister? 

August 6, 1945 [World War II], 

was a beautiful summer day with 

blue skies in Hiroshima, but 

everything changed that day when 

the city was struck and devastated by 

the atomic bomb.  

Following that horrific day, I 

came to understand that no matter 

how alive and healthy I was, I had 

very little control over my life or the 

lives of those around me. With this 

realization, I desired to better 

understand life and be of service to 

others and was drawn to the ministry. 

Initially a believer at the Konko 

Church of Kake (Hiroshima 

Prefecture), I trained for a year at the 

Konko Church of Geibi (Hiroshima) 

before entering the Konko Seminary. 

After graduation, I returned to Geibi 

Church and trained for four 

additional years while I waited for 

my visa to immigrate to the United 

States.     

Upon arriving in the United 

States [March 31, 1956], I had to 

register for the draft.  Soon after, I 

found myself called into the US 

Army for two years of service during 

the Korean War. Basic training was 

in Monterey, California and I was 

stationed in Anchorage, Alaska.  

After my discharge, I continued my 

ministerial duties at the Konko 

Church of San Francisco. I was 

transferred to the Konko Church of 

Fresno and became its head minister 

after the death of Rev. Yoshiaki 

Fukuda.   

What challenges have you faced as 

a KCNA minister?  

At the time I started propagation 

in Fresno, it was a challenge because 

propagation was conducted only in 

Japanese—it was a continuation of 

the religion of Japan in the US.  

All the Issei believers at the 

Konko Church of Fresno told me of 

the difficulties they faced upon their 

release from the World War II 

camps—they had to start their lives 

all over again.  Even Rev. Fukuda 
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was worried about the future of propagation in the 

US, as well as wanting to offer assistance to the 

people suffering in post-war Japan.   

Fortunately, as the years passed, through the 

blessings of Kami, the Nisei [second generation] 

believers were gradually able to help with English 

propagation efforts and the growth of our faith.   

Is there anything you would like to share with 

believers to inspire them? 

Currently, our world is troubled and 

overwhelmed with problems. Here in the US, we 

live in a relatively rich society blessed with food, 

shelter and the comforts of everyday living.  

However, if we look beyond our own existence 

and view other parts of our world, we will see that 

there are people who are starving, homeless, sick 

and in need of the simple pleasures that we in the 

US take for granted. Unfortunately, there are many 

who show indifference to these world problems.  

They disregard the value of other people’s lives 

and well-being.  

The message I wish to share is simple. We are 

all Kami’s children, and we must develop a 

relationship of respect.  Each of us needs to work 

hard to co-exist in harmony, which is the true way 

to mutual prosperity. 

What do you feel is one of the most important 

teaching/learning all Konko believers should 

practice? 

We have in our possession very precious and 

powerful tools we use in our daily lives—words.  

Our Founder taught that salvation is not attained 

only through prayer. We can also be saved by 

listening to and understanding the teachings that 

are given to us.  Konko Daijin said words are very 

important and powerful. A word represents one’s 

own heart.  When we say “Kami-sama,” our hearts 

will turn to Kami-sama.   

There was once a woman who had problems 

with her husband and mother-in-law for over 10 

years. She felt so miserable that she thought of 

them as monsters.  However, after listening to the 

Founder’s teachings, she opened her heart and 

began to repeat, “Konko-sama, Konko-sama.”  

Eventually, both her husband and mother-in-law 

apologized to her for their ill will. The wife was 

grateful and happy. She compared her renewed life 

to living in paradise.  

How would you like to see our faith, religion or 

churches evolve? 

To save people means that the heart of Kami 

we embrace must work naturally and effortlessly.  

Each of us is a unique individual.  Understanding 

this, Kami’s wish is to use our individual skills in 

tasks that suit us. For example, even if one is sick 

and bedridden, one can still pray for the well-being 

of others.   

You can also help others who are struggling or 

lonely by just listening to their stories. Kami’s 

wishes will be revealed when we treat others with 

tender-loving care because they are Kami’s 

beloved children. 
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We are taught that all people share 

relationships with one another.  People and even 

every animal and plant are related to each other 

under Tenchi Kane No Kami. Understanding and 

embracing this fundamental teaching of Kami, I 

hope people will build good relationships and 

respect all living things. I wish and pray that we 

may receive Kami’s blessings by deepening our 

own faith, and that we are able to develop our 

churches and the KCNA through the teachings of 

Kami. In this way, Kami will be saved through 

people and people will be saved through Kami. 

What changes would you like to make to 

improve your faith or role as a minister? 

Every pioneer Konko minister who came from 

Japan to North America held a wish to save 

people. They brought their pure hearts and strong 

faith, and used those propagation “tools” in the 

Issei [first generation] community. The 

propagation work of today is an extension of the 

strong conviction of these pioneering ministers.  

Propagation is a process.  In the beginning, 

ministers came to the US to propagate locally in 

their communities.  Now, we have more tools to 

spread our religion throughout the world, and more 

people are saved by our propagation efforts.  An 

example of one of these additional tools is the 

publication of the English Konko prayer book by 

Hombu in 1933, the year of our Founder’s 50th 

anniversary. 

I am grateful that the wish for world 

propagation is alive and continues today. 
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REVEREND TAKAO KISHII, KONKO CHURCH OF TORONTO 

Why did you become a minister? 

I was born in 1935, the third son of 

Mikizo Kishii, the founder and head 

minister of the Konko Church of 

Shinjuku, Tokyo. My father often spoke 

to me about the importance of becoming 

a helpful person; so, when I was young, 

my greatest pleasure was to help people. 

As I grew older, however, my father 

began to encourage me to become a 

Konkokyo minister to serve Kami and 

people.   

The Shinjuku Church supported the 

Konkokyo Shonen Shojo Kai 

(Konkokyo Junior Association), Boy 

Scouts and Girl Scouts and later, the 

Konko Fogels. It was through my 

involvement in these many youth 

activities that I came to realize what my 

father meant by the importance of 

becoming a useful person in society.  I 

also learned about the importance of 

spreading Konko Daijin’s teachings to 

the world. 

Reverend Takao Kishii 

has served as  

the Head Minister of the 

Konko Church of 

Toronto for 36 years.  

He became a minister in 

1960 and has served the 

KCNA since 1962. 

Then, at age 17, I contracted 

rheumatic fever that later developed into 

severe multiple arthritis. The symptoms 

included swelling, pain and stiffness in 

my joints.  For over three months, I was 

bedridden and suffered from extreme 

pain in many parts of my body. My 

doctor did his best for me but told me 

frankly that there was no known 

treatment to cure this disease.  

Everyday, I was confined to my bed, 

listening to the radio and reading books.   

My dreams for the future were 

dashed and I felt defeated, lost and 

helpless. I thought I would never be able 

to assist people because of my poor 

health and constant pain. However, I 

read an article in a booklet written by 

Rev. Tokusaburo Hata, who wrote, 

“Kami saved me from severe illness in 

order to utilize me, human waste, as 

fertilizer to the world.”  These words of 

Rev. Hata struck a chord in my heart 

and gave me hope. They made me 

realize, “I am also human waste but I, 

too, can be as useful as fertilizer to the 

world.” The course of my life was 

changed forever.  Kami allowed me to 

recover from my illness and attend 

college. After graduating, instead of 

becoming a school teacher as I had 

originally planned, I entered the 

Konkokyo Gakuin (Seminary) and 

became a minister. 
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REVEREND MICHIE UZUNOE, KONKO CHURCH OF PORTLAND 

Reverend Michie 

Uzunoe has been a 

minister for over 46 

years. Of those 46 

years, she served as 

the Head Minister of 

the Konko Church of 

Portland from 2001 to 

2010. She is now the 

Senior Minister.  

Michie Sensei is also 

active with the MWSS 

and chaired it for 

many years. 

Why did you become a minister? 

Reverend Sue Kajiwara of the 

Konko Church of Tsuruminato 

(Nagasaki) was my family’s minister 

and my mentor. Through her sincere 

and unwavering faith in Kami, she 

saved not only my family but many 

other people. I was so very grateful 

to Kajiwara Sensei that I wished to 

become a minister to help people like 

she did. 

What do you like about being a 

minister? 

Being a minister gives me joy 

and happiness because I am allowed 

to dedicate my time to be with and to 

serve Kami.   

What challenges have you faced as 

a KCNA minister? 

KCNA ministers are faced with 

many financial difficulties. Without a 

regular job that provided health 

insurance, life was difficult—

especially with young children—and 

we were unable to afford medical 

care. Also, with no retirement 

support for KCNA ministers, there is 

no security for our elderly ministers.  

What would you be doing if you 

had not become a minister? 

Before becoming a minister, I 

helped my grandmother run her food 

stand.  I liked working in business 

and found it exciting and fun.  Also, I 

enjoyed making money. If my 

grandmother had not passed away 

(she was hit by a car), it is quite 

possible that I would still be living in 

Japan and running a business—a 

restaurant or fish market. 

Is there anything you would like to 

share with believers to inspire 

them? 

I have received many blessings 

since I was a young child, and I 

believe it was because of strong 

prayer. My grandmother, who had 
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great faith, raised me because my mother lost her 

eyesight after my birth and my parents divorced. 

My mother was allowed to live at the church, and 

she prayed for me. Her prayers were so strong that 

when I was in high school, my mother’s face 

would suddenly appear before me each time I was 

going into questionable places or was with 

untrustworthy people. I can’t explain it, but I felt 

her prayers for me and her guidance. So, I say, 

believe in prayer—Kami will hear you. 

Another example of the power of prayer 

happened when I was a teenager. Every year, my 

grandmother would get hurt. One year, she spilled 

hot water on herself and as she fell back, she 

burned herself on the coals behind her. Over 50 

percent of her body was scalded or burned. After 

six months of being in bed, she asked me to take 

her to church. So, every day, I would carry her on 

my back to pray with her at the Konko Church of 

Tsuruminato. I would also go to a hot spring (that 

meant a train ride and an hour of walking each 

way) to get some of its mineral water that was 

thought to have healing powers. I would soak 

goshinmai (sacred rice) paper in the water and 

place it on my grandmother’s burned skin.  As the 

paper dried, the dead skin would fall off and reveal 

the smooth skin underneath. I believe our prayers 

were heard by Kami so that little by little, my 

grandmother fully recovered in about one year. 

What do you feel is one of the most important 

teaching/learning all Konko believers should 

practice? 

It is my belief that all Konko believers should 

never forget to pray to Kami, and that we should 

always remember to live with Kami in our hearts. 

Also, it is important to express our appreciation to 

Ikigami Konko Daijin for revealing Kami to us 

and for teaching us how to live with faith.   

How would you like to see our faith, religion or 

churches evolve? 

I think our religion is simple yet all 

encompassing. Unlike many religions, the Konko 

Faith does not have many rules or regulations, 

which makes it appealing. Unfortunately, this 

simplicity sometimes makes it difficult for people 

to understand and follow our faith.  It may take 

time, but I hope Kami will guide us to better 

understand our way of life so that all people may 

prosper and find happiness in the future. 

What changes would you like to make to 

improve your faith or role as a minister?  

As a minister, I pray that I may help to hand 

down the Konko Faith to future generations. 
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KCNA OFFICE NEWS 

KCNA Office 1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 415-992-6768 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

 San Francisco, CA 94115 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

• Six students attended the FTI Summer Session held on June 27-29 near San Francisco, 

California.  Class topics ranged from "Konko Daijin's Era: Background and Customs in Japan," to 

"How Kami Taught and Influenced Bunji". 

• CAM went to Hawaii to join a KMH meeting regarding the future of KCNA and KMH on July 27 and 

give a presentation/workshop for KMH believers and the general public on July 28.  A site visit at 

Camp Erdman was also arranged on July 29 in preparation for the 2020 Joint Conference. 

• The Annual Conference and Pre-Conference Events were held from August 6-12 in San Diego, 

California.  Ninety-seven people attended this year and the guest speaker was Rev. Todd Takahashi. 

• Two students were awarded KCNA Scholarships this year and recognized at the Conference.  James 

Akashi (San Francisco) will be attending Loyola Marymount University and Madeline Uzunoe-Chin 

(Portland) will be attending the University of Washington, Tacoma.  Congratulations again! 

• Chicago Church's 10th Anniversary will be held in conjunction with their Ikigami Konko Daijin 

Ceremony on November 3.   

• There are almost 60 people in the 160th Anniversary KCNA Pilgrimage to attend the Konkokyo 

Gathering from November 14-15.  The KCNA program will officially begin from the 3:20 am 

"odemashi" on the 14th, followed by a KCNA-group Toritsugi Mediation led by KCNA CAM, then 

followed by a KCNA workshop/discussion. The Konkokyo International Gathering will begin after 

lunch with check-in and orientation in the afternoon. Tentative schedules have been sent out to those 

who have confirmed their attendance. 

• The HOD and MBR Meetings this year will be held in San Francisco from December 14-15. 

• The HOD Delegate from Gardena has changed from Sam Russo to Dr. Eri Yasuhara. 



CONTACT INFORMATION FOR LOCAL CHURCHES & PROPAGATION HALL 

CHURCHES   

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 seattle@konkofaith.org 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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Visit us online at  

http://www.konkofaith.org 

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 

Many of the KCNA activities this year have focused on the 160th anniversary of the establishment 

of the Konko Faith. At the pre-conferences and conference last summer, discussions focused on our 

Founder accepting Tenchi Kane No Kami’s request to accept the Divine Message on November 15, 

1859. During church services, the “Appreciation Prayer for the 160th Anniversary of Konkokyo’s 

Establishment” has been recited.  The culmination will be a service at Hombu on November 15, which 

approximately 60 Konko believers from the KCNA will attend. Look forward to articles written by 

some of those participants in the next Konko Review issue.   

Just like our Founder, our ministers dedicate themselves to Kami, churches and believers.  To help 

you learn more about them, please read the interviews in this issue. They are the first in a series that will 

eventually include all KCNA ministers. 

Again, we ask for your ideas on how to improve the Konko Review.  What do you want to read 

about?  What would you want to read less of? Do you have questions about faith or our religion? Is 

there a faith story, church news or drawing you would like to share with everyone? Please email your 

comments, stories and/or drawings to:  konkoreview@konkofaith.org.  They will be much appreciated. 

Thank you.   


