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NEW YEAR’S GREETING FROM THE KCNA OFFICE 

Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin, 

Chief Administrative 

Minister, KCNA 

Greetings and Happy New 

Year on behalf of the entire KCNA 

Office! Thank you everyone for 

your continued support and 

prayers. 

As I welcome my fourth year as 

the Chief Administrative Minister, I 

am truly grateful to Kami, my family 

and to everyone who have supported 

and believed in me. My passion and 

love for this faith have further 

deepened when realizing that many 

people need help in so many different 

ways. The need to care and simply 

having more appreciation in this 

world are so desperately needed.   

I ask myself, "What have I gained 

in the past three years?" "What do I 

envision in this new decade we have 

welcomed in?" As I study more and 

more of our Founder’s life, there is 

one thing that I truly find amazing 

and feel is the key to keeping his 

connection with Kami. It was the fact 

that Konko Daijin did not run away 

from his daily problems. Instead, he 

faced them, accepted them and 

worked with Kami to resolve them 

by having appreciation and sincerity 

(jitsui teinei) in everything he did. 

This enabled him to deepen his faith, 

communicate with Kami and help 

save others. He began to do goyo for 

Kami and started paying it forward.  

This is the last year for our four-

year KCNA movement and themes. 

To recap: 

2017: Appreciate that our life is a 

gift from Kami; thus, realize that we 

do not live through our own power, 

we are being allowed to live.   

2018: Accept everything as 

Kami’s blessings; practice faith with 

patience, humbleness, and sincerity.  

2019: Be selfless; have com-

passion and care for others who are 

in need of help or are suffering.   

This year’s theme, "Smile from 

Within: Through Eternal Happiness,” 

will look at the importance of how 

practicing faith in our daily lives 

enables us to enjoy living now and in 

the afterlife, as well as the 

significance of handing down virtue 

and faith to the next generation. If we 

look carefully, this KCNA movement 

follows our Founder’s life through 

these four stages (themes). At a 

critical stage in his faith development 

at the age of 42, gratitude and 

sincerity were his foundation through 

all his hardships, and is how his faith 

developed to eventually under-

standing Kami’s Will. He was then 

able to help family and community, 

and now people around the world. 

His virtue, even after his passing, 
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continues to flow and help others, and he now 

lives in “Eternal Happiness”.  

“Since we are human, we think about our future 

and have many worries. Worries, however, can 

become divine blessings through your practice of 

faith, and you can be free from worries. If you 

practice faith, your worries will become divine 

blessings. Worries are poisons to your body and are 

irreverences toward Kami. From now on, you 

should entrust Kami with your worries and practice 

faith. Then your worries will turn into divine 

blessings.” (Gorikai III, Jinkyu Kyogoroku 42) 

Today, membership numbers are declining in 

religious organizations in North America and 

around the world, including our own. However, let 

us not look at it as a problem, but instead take this 

opportunity to review, refresh and develop each 

and every person’s faith.  

How are we going to do this? How are we 

going to tackle the issue of declining membership? 

What are we doing to pass OUR faith down to 

others and the next generation? Well, like our 

Founder stated in the Divine Reminder, divine 

blessings start from our own hearts. We all have 

the heart of Kami within us because we are born 

within Kami’s blessings, so let's help each other to 

be able to practice faith and turn our hearts toward 

Kami to deepen our faith. When we go to church 

for Toritsugi Mediation or services, don’t let it end 

there. Let's keep practicing faith daily and seize 

the opportunity we have at our events by sharing 

our faith with others this year.  

Our Founder, Konko Daijin, trusted and relied 

on Kami to help many people. He shared his 

experiences, stories and teachings to others, and 

continues to help us today with his virtue that still 

lives on through his SACRED TORITSUGI 

MEDIATION. Let us all practice a faith that 

enables us to live a life of peace and allows us to 

forever “Smile from Within: Through Eternal 

Happiness”. Let us realize Kami’s Will for this 

Konko Faith to truly spread to save more people 

and to ensure that this Konko Faith does not 

vanish. 
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Debbie Hamano 
Konko Church of Gardena 

 160TH ANNIVERSARY PILGRIMAGE - “WHAT THE DIVINE CALL MEANS TO ME NOW” 

More than 60 KCNA 

believers attended the 

160th Anniversary 

Pilgrimage. They were 

encouraged to write 

their stories about 

“What the Divine Call 

Means to Me Now”. 

We thank them for 

sharing. 

Many believers 

submitted their stories, 

so many that a few will 

be included in the next 

issue of the Konko 

Review. Look forward 

to reading the 

thoughts of Shigeo 

Kosugi, Noriko Lion, 

Katsuko Omura, 

Denise Teraoka, Rev. 

Rodney Yano and 

Fong Yip. 
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Emily Jackson 
Konko Church of Portland 
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Alice Kawahatsu 
Konko Church of San Francisco/South San Francisco  

Propagation Hall 

On November 11, 1859, 160 years ago this 

year, the Founder of Konkokyo, Konko Daijin, 

received the “Divine Call” from Kami-sama to 

stop his farming and become a mediator to 

spiritually guide and pray for humanity. My 

husband, Rev. Masato Kawahatsu, and myself 

joined a pilgrimage of over 70 Konko believers 

from all over the United States and Canada to 

attend a special 160th Anniversary Service in 

Konko Town, located in Okayama, Japan.  

Teresa Jackson 
Konko Church of Portland 

I am so thankful that most of my family, my 

parents and I were able to attend the 160th 

Anniversary Service in Hombu. There were 

obstacles in the way days before leaving for Japan 

but in the end, everything turned out well.  The last 

time we went to Hombu was about 15 years ago 

when Daniel was six and Emily was two years old.  

We were more involved and learned a lot more this 

year than we did 15 years ago, which was really 

nice.  Writing this essay made me realize how 

important the Divine Call is. If there was no 

Divine Call, there wouldn’t be Konkokyo. Then, 

my parents wouldn’t have married, I wouldn’t 

have been born, and I wouldn’t have my nice, 

awesome family today.   
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Grant Lion 
Konko Church of Sacramento 

I wholeheartedly appreciate the opportunity to 

attend the 160th Anniversary of the Divine Call.  

My family’s recent trip to visit the Sacred Grounds 

of the Konko Faith has given me a lot to consider 

in terms of perspective. I have been seeking to find 

a balance between the secular and spiritual life in 

my daily activities and interactions. As the years 

of separation from Konko Town increased, I 

slowly lost the concentrated focus to think and feel 

with a heart that is open and Kami-centered. 

The Divine Call requested Ikigami Konko 

Daijin to leave the secular life as he lived it, and 

enter the Kami-centered life of mediation to help 

and save people in great need. I have earned 

through my visit a refreshed appreciation towards 

the spiritual connection among Konko Faith 

followers and ministers to Kami. With a deeper 

effort in practicing faith, I could feel a change in 

how I perceived an event, as well as what the 

action should be. 

I came back thinking a lot more than I had 

before the trip.  The present Konko-sama prays for 

world peace and the salvation of people.  I feel that 

followers of the Konko Faith must help to create 

Kami-based results, thoughts, and interpretations 

of the moments for people around the world to 

spread and actualize his prayer.  Konko-sama said, 

“Kami resides in people and people live in Kami.” 

While I can’t easily remove myself from the 

secular micro-environment of work and life right 

now, I feel that I can think of Ikigami Konko 

Daijin’s teachings while entering into events 

within my daily activities again. 

Mitsunori Takeuchi 
Konko Church of Chicago 

The Divine Call signifies the beginning of the 

Konko religion, where the Founder took it upon 

himself to end farming and commit himself to 

mediation between people and Kami. 

However, this trip to commemorate the 160th 

year of the Divine Call—being at the Headquarters 

of the Konko religion with all the worshippers and 

being chosen as a representative of the North 

American believers—has given me a new 

perspective of what the Divine Call means.  One 

man gave up his normal life to devote himself to a 

life of mediation.  How much faith did he have in 

order to give up his life as a farmer?   His faith in 

and conviction to the belief have been passed 

down through five generations of Konko-samas. 

The Divine Call means that Kami-sama has a 

purpose for anyone who is willing to believe.  

Even a person like me who has nothing to offer, 

there is a purpose for my existence. I cannot be 

like the Founder and devote my life to the Way of 

Mediation, because I do not have the conviction 

and devotion he had. I am still attached to the 

materialistic, human-natured view. I worry about 

making enough money to provide for my family, 

pay bills and buy the supplies needed to survive. 

However, this trip made me realize that I need to 

develop my faith. I need to keep my ears open for 
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Kami-sama’s messages, practice faith daily and 

believe in Kami-sama more. 

Saowalak Wilasaeng 
Konko Church of Chicago 

Kami said that we are born every day and that 

every day is a new beginning. Anything can 

happen and we never know what to expect.  

Sometimes it can turn out to be good, but 

sometimes it’s not what we want. That’s why we 

have to learn how to accept the situation and learn 

from it.  That’s why we should learn how to train 

our faith to understand, accept and appreciate 

every happening as a blessing. 

Dr. Eri Yasuhara 
Konko Church of Gardena 

First, this was a turning point in the life of the 

Founder. Kami asked him to give up farming, the 

occupation that was the support of his family, and 

devote himself full time to a life of Toritsugi 

Mediation. And the Founder complied with 

Kami’s request! Who among us could ever do such 

a thing—give up our jobs or careers, trusting Kami 

absolutely, and devote ourselves full time to 

toritsugi? That the Founder was able to do so is a 

testament to his complete and utter belief and trust 

in Kami, as well as to the trust that Kami had come 

to have in the Founder. 

Second, not only was the Divine Call a seminal 

moment in the life of the Founder; it was also a 

turning point in the life of humanity. The Divine 

Call marks the beginning of the Konko Faith, a 

belief system that, over the last 160 years, has 

helped so many people in Japan and many other 

countries of the world. 

Finally—and this has been a new, startling 

realization for me—the Founder’s acceptance of 

the Divine Call enabled Kami to enter into a new, 

more desirable relationship with humanity. In the 

Founder, Kami had finally found a human being 

through whom a relationship of mutual 

dependence or aiyo kakeyo could be forged with 

humans. In other words, not only humans but even 

Kami had benefitted from the Founder’s 

acceptance of the Divine Call. 

In these ways, the Divine Call was a pivotal 

moment in the Founder’s life, in the life and 

history of humanity and even in the “life” of 

Tenchi Kane No Kami, because it marked the start 

of a new phase in the relationship between Kami 

and humanity. 
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LEARN ABOUT OUR MINISTERS OF THE KCNA 

Why did you become a minister? 

I grew up as a minister’s son, 

however, I was not attracted to 

church life. I left my parent's 

church when I graduated high 

school and enrolled in the Japanese 

Naval Academy. After graduating 

from the Naval Academy, I was 

assigned to a ship. I had always 

dreamed of going on a world 

voyage, and I was chosen to sail on 

the naval ship that would travel the 

world when I was 20 years old. I 

was so excited; however, I had an 

out-of-body experience that made 

me rethink the meaning of life and 

its goals. I thought about material 

possessions and many people's 

desire to own many things. I found 

that I cannot take any material 

goods with me when I die. I 

realized that I can only take my 

inner spiritual peace and happiness 

into the spiritual world. Because of 

this, I left the Naval Academy and 

enrolled in the Konko Seminary, 

where I became ill for almost six 

months. I was scared of death but 

through Toritsugi Mediation, I was 

able to have some peace and 

calmness during this tough time. 

After two weeks of practicing 

gratitude and joy, I quickly 

recovered and knew that I wanted 

to share my blessings with many 

people. Through being a minister, I 

have been able to help people 

through their hardships and life 

challenges. To bring joy and 

happiness to others brings me joy. 

What challenges have you faced 
as a KCNA minister? 

I came to San Francisco in 1971 

when I was 25 years old. Since 

then, I have faced many 

challenges—learning a new 

language, adjusting to new customs 

and perspectives, and being 

exposed to many different religions. 

A big challenge for me has been to 

help others understand the great 

value and blessings of our mother 

earth. There are so many people 

who take this planet for granted, 

and the land and sea are constantly 

being polluted through big factories 

and the use of chemicals. I hope 

more people can understand their 

Rev. Masato Kawahatsu 

was ordained in 1968 in 

Japan, and arrived in 

North America in 1971. 

He has served at the 

Konko Churches in San 

Francisco and 

Sacramento, and at the 

South San Francisco 

Propagation Hall. 

Reverend Masato Kawahatsu, Konko Church of San Francisco/South San Francisco 

Propagation Hall 
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opportunity every day to clean up their 

neighborhoods, choose healthy and organic foods, 

and support companies that practice sustainable 

business. 

Is there anything you would like to share with 
believers to inspire them? 

In 2018, I published a Japanese book titled 

Thank You 100 Times a Day—Take Care of 

Yourself, Take Care of Others and Take Care of 

Mother Earth. I have been sharing this with many 

people during my book tour through Japan, Hawaii 

and California. 

In the book, I explain the meaning of 

“Arigatou” (有難う), to give thanks for the good 

times and the difficult times. I also encourage 

everyone to say or express gratitude, arigatou 

gozaimasu 100 or 1,000 times or more a day. This 

way, you do not have time to express negative 

words or feelings. 

What do you feel is one of the most important 
teachings? 

The part of the Tenchi Kakitsuke that states, 

“Divine blessings begin within hearts grateful, and 

caring, in harmony and joy” is the most important 

aspect for us to practice. We must practice 

gratitude every day, as well as compassion for 

others and mother earth. Currently, global 

warming and other environmental issues are too 

large to ignore, and we must put 100% effort into 

taking care of our planet. 

The Konko Founder said, “People are saying 

that the world has been developing and advancing, 

but it has been collapsing indeed.” We must find 

ways to fix the harm we have brought to our land 

and sea and sky so that it is healthy for future 

generations. 

How would you like to see our faith, religion or 
church evolve? 

I heard that the Konko Faith had a few million 

followers before World War II. Today, we have a 

few hundred thousand followers. I believe that this 

has been caused by society's shift toward 

becoming more materialistic and less spiritual. I do 

not know how we can change this situation. If 

more people realize the strength and community 

that faith and spirituality can bring, perhaps we 

can grow the Konko religion. I think that the ideas 

and concepts we have should be spread beyond 

church and shared with friends, co-workers, and 

family through books, articles, and conversations. 

My hope for the future is that someday, more 

people will seek spiritual happiness. We believers 

must be good examples through our actions and 

explaining our actions, and encouraging others to 

practice these good habits as well. Let us take 

positive action and inspire those around us to do 

the same. I know that sometimes change is slow, 

but I ask for you to have patience and work 

diligently in helping me spread the message of 

compassion and gratitude for others, for mother 

earth, and for ourselves. 
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Reverend Joanne Tolosa, Konko Church of San Francisco 

Why did you become a minister? 

It was not until I was married to 

a Konko minister that I considered 

to be a Konko minister someday, to 

help support his ministry and the 

congregation. I have a Master‘s 

Degree in Social Work Education 

and was a full-time geriatric social 

worker at the time. In my job, while 

I made home visits  to my elderly 

clients and provided them 

counseling and referred them to 

resources in the community to help 

them stay as independent as 

possible in their homes (and not 

move prematurely to a nursing 

home), they often spoke about 

health issues, relationship pro-

blems, loneliness, etc. I would pray 

for them and secretly seek 

Rev. Joanne Tolosa 

was ordained in 1989, 

and has served as the 

Head Minister of the 

Konko Church of San 

Francisco since 2008. 

Please also read the 

article on Rev. 

Tolosa’s 30th year as 

a KCNA minister on 

page 18. 

Mediation for them after work 

every day, but I wanted to be able 

to openly talk about Kami-sama’s 

blessings and Ikigami Konko 

Daijin’s teachings to these clients to 

encourage them and give them 

hope. However, in my job as a 

social worker, I could not talk about 

Kami/God or faith. So, I prayed that 

someday I could freely talk about 

Kami-sama’s blessings and the 

Konko Faith to people. However, I 

didn’t imagine I could be a 

minister. I never felt worthy to be a 

minister. But I have learned that to 

have full trust and faith in Kami-

sama, Kami-sama will allow me to 

do my best and be useful. Nothing 

is through my own power or 

abilities. I later realized that to be a 

minister was not all about what I 

wanted but, in fact, Kami-sama's 

workings allowed me to take Rev. 

Roderick Hashimoto's place when 

he and his wife, Jane, left San 

Francisco to assume the duties at 

the Konko Church of Vancouver. 

What do you like about being a 
minister?  

As a minister, it is an easier way 

to remember Kami-sama moment-

to-moment and to live my faith in 

my daily life! Serving specifically 

as a Konko minister, we have 

flexibility and do not have to live 

an austere lifestyle apart from other 
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people (such as being sequestered or wearing 

different clothes outside in public). For example, 

we may marry and divorce, have children, drink 

sacred rice wine (or other libations!), and be part 

of the regular community. To follow our Founder's 

example, as a Konko minister, I believe it is 

important to be sincere and to apologize for our 

irreverences, and acknowledge and apologize for 

our limitations and shortcomings. We know we are 

not perfect. I hope that we are all doing our best, 

even when we make mistakes. We believe we are 

forgiven through Kami-sama's Unconditional Love 

and, therefore, we learn and, hopefully, serve as 

models of forgiveness and acceptance, and are 

nonjudgmental of other people, as well. 

As a minister serving at the Konko Church of 

San Francisco, I am so blessed to be allowed to sit 

at the Mediation Desk, and to my left, see outside 

(nature)—our front garden, flagpole with the U.S. 

& Konko flags waving in the wind, and the 

Victorian houses of Pacific Heights. In front of me 

to the right, I see our blond wood Divine Parent 

(Kami) Altar and Ancestral Altar. I don't know if 

Rev. Shinko Fukuda or Rev. Fumio Matsui 

planned it when building this second church, but 

sitting at the Mediation Desk, I directly face the 

wall to the side of the Ancestral Altar, where the 

portraits of spiritual heads related to this church 

hang: the late third- and fourth-generation 

Principle Mediators, Revs. Tokusaburo and 

Kiyoshi Hata, Revs. Yoshiaki and Shinko Fukuda, 

and Rev. Fumio Matsui. I embrace it as they are all 

facing me to guide me and keep me focused on my 

mission to serve Kami and people. I feel so blessed 

to be able to do what I love—talk about Kami-

sama's Unconditional Love and blessings to people 

going through hardships, remind them that they are 

not alone, help guide them through the Konko 

teachings handed down to our Founder from Kami

-sama, and encourage them to trust and have faith 

in Kami. It is a dialogue. I also learn about other 

faith traditions and how most of them are also 

pathways to Kami-sama. While listening to 

Mediation seeker's hearts, I, in turn, learn about 

their experiences and more about Kami-sama's 

workings, as well. We learn from each other with 

"Aiyo Kakeyo" spirit, working together. 

What challenges have you faced as a KCNA 
minister? 

The main challenge for me, which began at the 

Konko Seminary in Japan, is not being fluent in 

speaking or writing Japanese. I can communicate 

by speaking and writing on a conversational 

Japanese level, but as a head minister, with formal 

documents being sent in Japanese, I cannot fully 

understand them without assistance. I am grateful 

that nowadays they send an English version of 

documents I need to send back.  

I don't think it is specific to KCNA ministers, 

however, being part of the KCNA Organization's 

programs and committees with limited human 

resources, I identify with the challenge of having 

so many of us wearing so many "hats" and so little 

time to do everything. Most of my days are serving 

at the Mediation Desk and, not uncommonly, 

speaking hours at a time per person. This is a 

Konko minister's main role, which I would be 

happy to do 100% of my time! But ceremony and 

administrative tasks, including in the community, 

are also part of the position, so the challenge is 

finding the time to do those tasks in addition to 
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Mediation, and still have balance with leisure time 

for self, family and friends to get re-energized.  

What would you like to do, if you were not 
serving as a minister at a Konko church? 

Prior to and after becoming a minister, I have 

been an information and referral/geriatric social 

worker, union shop steward, elderly services 

program manager, private hospital discharge 

planner, nephrology (hemodialysis) social worker, 

public elementary school social worker, an 

executive assistant at a digital media company/

modeling agency, and, lastly, a patient care 

coordinator at a dental office. However, my 

favorite position, outside of being a minister, was 

team teaching for the Konko Gakuen Junior and 

Senior High Schools in Konko Town as an English 

conversation instructor for all six grades, in three 

separate years. I especially enjoyed middle school 

with all the fresh, enthusiastic faces to learn and 

use their English-speaking skills. I loved creating 

crossword puzzles from the vocabulary lists in 

their textbooks, overseeing the 12th graders 

afterschool English Club, which included Konko-

sama's third son Akinobu (who became a minister 

and has since become a mitama ancestral spirit). I 

would have loved the opportunity to work together 

again with the wonderful teachers there at Konko 

Gakuen, especially living in Konko Town, and to 

be able to greet Konko-sama daily and live among 

the Konko ministers, believers and their families 

serving Kami-sama for humanity through this 

Faith. 

What do you feel is one of the most important 
teaching/learning all Konko believers should 
practice? 

I love many of the Konko teachings but, at this 

time, I choose: 

"Which individual is more important, you or 

someone else? All are human beings." (GIII: 

Shinkun, Teaching 1-33/VOU #42, p. 13)  

I relate it to "Acceptance" and Kami-sama's 

unconditional love. Everyone is important. 

Acceptance of who a person is, not judging them 

or imposing on them who we want them to be—

rather, seeing their preciousness. I learned early on 

when my son was diagnosed with Down 

syndrome, not to have any expectations of what 

high school and college I want him to go to, what 

career I want him to have, etc. The focus was and 

continues to be on what he wants to do, not what I 

think he should do. Parents and spouses can 

eliminate a lot of grief if they accept a person for 

who they are, and pray for their growth and our 

own growth as people and Kami-sama's children. 

Acceptance will eliminate or at least decrease 

expectations and disappointment. Forgiveness is 

also very important. Forgiving others may be 

difficult to do at first but, in the long run, it is 

freeing ourselves to be healthy and happy! Let us 

try to be kind, forgiving and accepting of others, as 

well as ourselves. Kami-sama wants us to feel 

loved and valued. Let us take off our "filters" 

when we see/view people. For every behavior we 

may not like in others, I am almost certain we can 

look back at ourselves, acting in a similar way. Let 

us be accepting and nurture relationships with each 

other and Kami-sama. 
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 Reverend Kanako Takeuchi, Konko Church of Chicago 

Rev. Kanako 

Takeuchi is the 

Associate Minister of 

the Konko Church of 

Chicago. Ordained in 

1980, she and her 

family immigrated to 

North America on 

September 5, 1994.    

After two and a half 

years at the Konko 

Church of Portland, 

the Takeuchi family 

moved to Chicago on 

June 29, 1997, to serve 

Kami-sama. 

Why did you become a minister? 

What do you like about being a 
minister? 
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What challenges have you faced as a KCNA 
minister? 

have 

experienced difficulties in typing articles and 

emailing others. 

What would you be doing if you had not 
become a minister? 

I think I would be a kindergarten or elementary 

school teacher. 

Is there anything you would like to share with 
believers to inspire them? 

  

  

“Kami’s blessings begin within 

Hearts grateful and caring, 

In harmony and joy.” 

How would you like to see our faith, religion or 
churches evolve?  

  

My Wagakokoro is small. Whatever I do, I 

want t
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 WORDS TO LIVE BY 

For faith, daily renewal is most important. 

Live each day with the same happy heart you have on New Year’s Day. 
When the sun sets, think that it is the last day of the year. 

When the sun rises, think that it is New Year’s Day. 

If you are happy everyday, there will be no discord in the family. 

(Voice of the Universe #100/III Konko Kyoso Gorikai 35) 

17 Stay healthy; for it is the basis of all aspects of life. 

18 Instead of worrying, have faith in Kami. 

20 Practice your faith even under favorable conditions. 

(The above three teachings can be found on page 16 in the “Instructions 

Concerning the Faith” section of The Sacred Scriptures of Konkokyo, printed in 

1973 by the Headquarters of Konkokyo.) 
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Joanne Sensei, on October 6, 

1989, you were ordained a Konkokyo 

minister.  I met you a year or two 

after you became a minister. Since 

then and before, you have and 

continue to take on many roles:  

friend, minister, daughter, associate 

minister, wife, instructor, mother, 

social worker, administrator, and 

now head minister of the Konko 

Church of San Francisco. 

To those who have had the 

opportunity to get to know you, you 

are an amazing friend. I can attest to 

that myself, but I won’t at this time.  

However, let me share with you the 

words of someone who can probably 

say it better than I: 

You shared with us at the 

conference various trials and 

tribulations you went through, and 

yet you stand before us as a beacon 

of love and hope for many of us.  

“Joanne Sensei, the seminarians 

and our classmates really liked you. 

So that is why I thought for a very 

long time that you had truly enjoyed 

your experience in the Seminary. 

However, the reality is that there 

were many differences in culture and 

language for you and it took its toll 

upon you. It would not be until later 

that I learned there were nights you 

would be under the futon. You did 

your best to make sure no one could 

hear you as the tears streamed from 

your eyes. I feel remorse that I could 

not have been of any help to you as 

you went through this. 

“I truly continue to respect your 

perseverance, endurance, and 

patience; your faithfulness towards 

the goyo given by Kami-Sama that 

you engage with; as well as your 

depth of thoughtfulness that you give 

to each and every person you 

meet.” (Rev. Shinji Yamada, Konko 

Church of Yokohama West) 

Furthermore, your ministerial 

colleagues here in the KCNA hold 

At its Fall Grand 

Ceremony, the Konko 

Church of San 

Francisco honored 

Rev. Joanne Tolosa for 

her 30 years as a 

Konko minister. 

These are the words 

spoken by Rev. Todd 

Takahashi during the 

service.   

 REVEREND JOANNE TOLOSA’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY AS A KCNA MINISTER  
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you in very high regard. Let me share with you a 

couple of quotes: 

“Personally, I can really see her love of and for 

the Konko Faith, especially in Joanne Sensei’s 

dedication to her goyo. Joanne Sensei truly puts a 

great deal of thought and jitsui teinei (sincerity and 

conscientiousness) into her goyo for Kami-sama, 

the KCNA and the Faith.” (Rev. Rodney Yano, 

Konko Church of San Francisco) 

One more comment: 

“Dear Joanne Sensei, you are truly an 

inspiration to me not only as a minister but also as 

a woman minister.  From juggling goyo at church; 

to taking care of your family as a single parent; to 

finding time to help others in your community; and 

many times, working in people's shadows, you are 

truly an amazing and selfless person. Thank you 

for all that you do and for all that you are.” (Rev. 

Amy Uzunoe-Chin, Chief Administrative Minister, 

Konko Churches of North America) 

I concur with those two voices very strongly, 

and I am sure many here will agree. If you agree, 

will you please show Joanne Sensei by clapping as 

LOUDLY as you can?  Mahalo. 

And yes, much like the others have shared, you 

have been there for me in many different ways.  

You helped me to realize that this faith is not a 

Japanese faith, but one that just happened to 

originate in Japan. You supported me when I lived 

in Japan for three years, as we wrote letters back 

and forth to each other while I was in the Seminary 

and doing goyo at the Konkokyo International 

Center. I want all of you to know that this was 

before the days of email and the Internet. I 

remember coming out to you and you took me out 

to lunch to celebrate. You were and still are a 

constant in my life, especially now as one of San 

Diego Church’s two parent churches. And when I 

am down, you always find a way to lift me up. I 

know many here today can attest to everything that 

everyone has said so far and then some.  

So why am I having you sit up at the altar, 

facing everyone here, and reading all of these 

words to you? You probably already know, but I 

think this next minister’s words say it best. 

“Dear Joanne Sensei, congratulations on 

serving as a Konkokyo minister for 30 years. It is 

truly wonderful, and we are grateful for the okage 

you have received to this day from Kami-sama. 

“I truly feel that within these 30 years, through 

your efforts, you have met the prayers and 

expectations of the late Reverends Fumio Matsui 

and Kiyoshi Hata. You have a love that reaches 

out to the weak; it understands and envelops the 

suffering and sadness of people; and it reaches out 

to help, care, and encourage others. 

“It is my desire and expectation that your 

thoughtful kindness, sociability, and other innate 

qualities which are rooted in your faith, will now 

more than ever be a part of the life that you 

continue to live in service of goyo.” (Rev. Masaru 

Hata, Konko Church of Tokyo) 
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Given any thought 

about attending the 

KMH and KCNA Joint 

Conference and 

Preconferences in 

Hawaii this summer?   

Here is preliminary 

information to spark 

your interest and to 

help you start 

planning your 

adventure.   

 2020 KMH AND KCNA JOINT CONFERENCE AND PRECONFERENCES  
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 KCNA OFFICE NEWS 

• Final 2020 KCNA Schedule and Annual Yearly Believer mailing will be sent out in January.  

• 90th Anniversary Services this year:   

 Sacramento, May 31 

 San Francisco, June 7 

• 20th Anniversary Service this year:  Whittier-Rose Hill, November 1 

• Regional seminar guest speakers (tentative):  

 Northern California—Rev. Todd Takahashi 

 East—Rev. Yomisu Oya. 

• Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin was re-elected as CAM at the MBR meeting for a four-year term from 2021 

to 2024. 

• Rev. Todd Takahashi's transfer to the KCNA and appointment as Head Minister of the Konko 

Church of San Diego were approved at the MBR meeting and final paper work is being processed. 

• Rev. Rodney Yano's transfer to the KCNA was approved at the MBR meeting. 

• Michelle Kuruma has applied for the MTP Program.   

• Chicago held their 10th Anniversary Service and Spring Grand Ceremony on November 2.  Many 

people attended and the guest speaker was Emiko Otsubo from the Konko Church of Airaku, Japan. 

• For the 160th Anniversary KCNA Pilgrimage, the KCNA had 61 attendees. Thirty of them had 

subsidy requests. 

 Hombu made a YouTube video for the International Gathering, which can be seen at this link: 

(control and click here for video). 

 CAM did Toritsugi Mediation with Konko-sama to give prayers of appreciation and present the 

following offerings: 

 Minister essays on “What the Divine Call Means to Me as a Minister” 

 New Konko Daijin Biography 

 HOD/MBR Proposals 

 MWSS Recipe Book Volume II 

 160th Pocket Prayer Book 

https://konkofaith.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc6b1b2bc1aca4751a230a28e&id=96696ce920&e=1eeab32401
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KCNA Office 1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 415-992-6768 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

 San Francisco, CA 94115 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

• CAM had meetings together with Fukyo-bu, KIC and  KDTP Committee on November 15; Fukyo-bu on 

November 16; and KIC on November 18.  

• Hombu is restructuring their organization due to budget cuts by condensing five departments to three: 

 Before: General Affairs, Church Affairs, Outreach, Financial Affairs and Worship Hall 

 Now: General Affairs, Outreach and Worship Hall 

• The House of Delegates Meeting was held on December 14.  Here are the results of this year's 

proposals: 

 H19-01: "Translation and Publication of Key Konko Materials"  - Amended and approved 

 H19-02: "Pension Program for KCNA Ministers" - Not approved 

 H19-03: "Subsidy for Health Care for KCNA Ministers" - Amended and approved 

 H19-04: "Additional Funding for Regional Seminars" - Approved 

 H19-05: "Funding for KCNA Activity Facility" - Withdrawn 

 H19-06: "Spirituality Bridge Scholarship for YAS Graduates" - Amended and approved 

 H19-07: "Funding for Youth Program Committee Meeting" - Approved 

 H19-08: "Redefining the Purpose of the Building Fund" - Approved 

 H19-09: "Creating a Building Repair Fund Committee" - Approved 

 H19-10: "HOD Proposal Funding Changes" - Not approved 

 H19-11: "By-Law Addition to Set a Deadline for HOD Proposals" - Withdrawn, moved to 

discussion for informal agreement 

 H19-12: "Approve 2020 KCNA Budget" - Amended and approved 



CONTACT INFORMATION FOR LOCAL CHURCHES & PROPAGATION HALL 

CHURCHES   

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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Visit us online at  

http://www.konkofaith.org 

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 

Happy New Year!  May 2020 bring you many blessings, happiness and good health.   

Last year ended with the 160th anniversary of the establishment of the Konko Faith and a 

pilgrimage to Hombu. This year, we look forward to church anniversaries, FTI classes, regional 

seminars and the Joint KMH/KCNA Conference and Pre-Conferences, as well as other activities.  

This year, try praying a little more to Kami, become more aware of the blessings you receive, 

acknowledge a few more blessings, express more appreciation for blessings, and be a little more active 

at church by doing goyo. Participate in one or more of the activities sponsored by the KCNA. Better 

yet, don’t just participate—become a leader, a role model. 

Again, we ask for your ideas on how to improve the Konko Review. What do you want to read 

about? What would you want to read less of? Do you have questions about faith or our religion? Is there 

a faith story, church news or drawing you would like to share with everyone? Please email your 

comments, stories and/or drawings to:  konkoreview@konkofaith.org.  They will be much appreciated. 

Thank you.   


