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KCNA CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTER SPECIAL MESSAGE - COVID-19  

Rev. Amy Uzunoe-

Chin, Chief 

Administrative 

Minister 

Dear Believers, Family and Friends, 

I pray that all of you and your 

communities are healthy and safe. 

Many of us are watching the news 

daily about the COVID-19 pandemic 

and we see people who are scared, 

worried, and in panic. This is a 

natural human reaction to something 

we do not quite understand, but we 

have to understand that we have been 

and will always be under Kami’s 

protection. 

What did our Founder do when 

he faced uncertainty, like losing his 

children and livestock, or during a 

cholera outbreak?  He trusted Kami 

for help and guidance. The pinnacle 

of his faith was when he became ill at 

the age of 42 with a throat ailment, 

and he realized that humans are 

allowed to live and cannot on our 

own power. We depend upon the 

biosphere of all other living things to 

be able to live. We co-exist with 

them all, even with the coronavirus.  

As we are part of this Universe, 

life is and will always constantly 

keep moving forward. We should 

realize that everything happens for a 

reason. How we receive what 

happens in our daily lives will 

determine how we will be able to 

move forward. Understanding this, 

we can strive to be Kami-centered 

with a more peaceful heart knowing 

that no matter what happens, Kami 

will guide us and change major 

misfortunes into minor ones and 

minor ones into none. 

For those who have passed away, 

let us pray for their families and their 

eternal peace and happiness as 

mitama spirits.  For those who are 

currently diagnosed with the virus, 

let us pray for their health, families 

and fast recovery.  For those working 

on the front lines, keeping the 

grocery stores and restaurants open, 

and to the numerous volunteers 

donating time and money to their 

community and businesses, please 

protect them and watch over their 

families.  

This is the time we need to hold 

fast to our faith. Kami has not gone 

anywhere and we have each other, so 

let's take this opportunity to share our 

faith with our families and not only 

tell them that we love them, but 

comfort them by praying together to 

turn our hearts to Kami. Let's ask for 

a heart that is more peaceful, calm 

and grateful knowing that we are not 

alone in this time of fear. Kami has 

been and will always be there for us.  
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 29TH MISSIONARY WOMEN’S SOCIETY SEMINAR BY REVEREND AMY UZUNOE-CHIN 

Once again, I was very fortunate to be able to 

attend the 29th Missionary Women’s Society 

Seminar (MWSS) in Seattle. This year, nine ladies 

attended, including Mrs. Tomoko Teramoto,  a 

guest from the Konkokyo International Center, and 

little Tokio. Also, a special thanks to the 

hospitality of Rev. Robert Giulietti and the Seattle 

Church! 

We all shared various goyo with one another to 

practice important life and faith skills, and to help 

deepen our faith. For example, Ms. Michelle 

Kuruma, Los Angeles Church’s Hokkyo, prepared 

the Saishi for the opening service. Other examples 

were leading the morning and evening services, 

giving presentations in front of people and 

conducting meetings. In the past, some of these 

things were foreign to the women and they were 

hesitant to try because they never experienced 

them.  They were used to staying home and taking 

care of the children, their spouses and members at 

church. 

The past 29 years of learning and encouraging 

each other has built virtue, and little did they 

understand how this group has made them stronger 

in many aspects. MWSS has enabled them to 

deepen their knowledge and  faith so that these 

members, especially the newer ones, are better 

able to support their families, spouses and 

churches. They are much more capable now that 

their perspective has grown. 

Actions speak louder than words and it's 

possible to be able to touch someone's heart 

through our own heart. The women in MWSS are 

living examples of this through their daily goyo.  

They share Kami's teachings through their love 

and care for their spouses, children and believers.  

First Row:  Mrs. Tomoko Teramoto, Rev. Toshiko Kishii. Second Row: Michelle Kuruma, Tokio and Rev. Mitsue 
Giulietti, Rev. Matsuko Nakahara, Rev. Joanne Tolosa, Rev. Michie Uzunoe, Rev. Kanako Takeuchi 



Page 4 

KONKO REVIEW 

This is the example of how one can be able to 

strengthen their faith, accumulate virtue and ensure 

"Eternal Happiness" for themselves and future 

generations. 

On the second day, despite the threat of rain, 

we were blessed to be able to hold a prayer service 

for the late Rev. Kisa Yuasa at Seattle Church and 

visit the nearby Kubota Garden founded by Mr. 

Fujitaro Kubota, who was a devout member of the 

Seattle Church.   

As we enjoyed the beautiful landscape, we 

eventually walked to the top of a waterfall where 

there is a stone with Tenchi Kakitsuke carved into 

it.  It is believed that Mr. Kubota went up there to 

pray to Kami every morning before starting his 

day. According to his family, this spot was his 

“source of inspiration”. 

Jason Wirth, a Professor of Philosophy from 

Seattle University, did an interview with the 

granddaughter of Mr. Kubota: Whenever he got 

stuck and did not know what to do, “he went into 

the woods and prayed to Kami for help.” Linda 

recalls that her grandfather would always respond 

to hardship by claiming that “Kami will take care 

of this.” Gardening is not only the proactive art of 

design, it is also listening, letting be, respecting 

the way of things, and attuning to the emerging 

personality of a place.  

Visiting the garden during the MWSS meeting 

showed us a practical example of how Kami truly 

exists in our lives. We saw how he embodied the 

Konko Faith as he shared Kami’s teachings with 

others silently through respecting nature, not 

working against it, when tending the garden. A 

Kami-centered heart is one of calmness and 

acceptance that everything happens for a reason, 

so going through hardship builds virtue for one's 

family while alive and enriches future generations 

after they pass. I saw the MWSS women in a 

similar way, where practicing faith together sets an 

example and allows us to get through tough times 

to ensure the future of the family.   

“The descendants of those who listen to Konko 

Daijin’s words and practice faith will live without 

Prayer service for the late Rev. Kisa Yuasa performed by Rev. Robert Giulietti at the Konko Church of Seattle. 
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worry. Teaching your children how to live without 

worry is practicing true faith.” (Gorikai I, 

Yamamoto Sadajiro, 68) 

Let experiences like these be your strength to 

overcome anything that you may face with Kami. 

Thus, let us pray and study Konko Daijin’s 

teachings together with our families in order to 

share the blessings and struggles of our faith 

experiences with others. The more we do this, the 

closer we will be to understanding and realizing 

Kami’s Blessings and Wishes.  

Next year, MWSS’s 30th group gathering will 

be held in Los Angeles, California. I ask and pray 

for all of the MWSS group and everyone who is 

reading this to remember that no matter what the 

challenge you face, embrace it with faith that Kami 

will help guide you in the right direction.   

 

MWSS participants at Kubota Garden. 
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 LEARN ABOUT OUR MINISTERS OF THE KCNA  

Reverend Nobuharu Uzunoe 

Rev. Nobuharu 

Uzunoe was ordained 

in 1968 in Japan. 

Before becoming the 

Head Minister of the 

Konko Church of 

Gardena in 2004, he 

served as the Head 

Minister of the Konko 

Church of Portland 

(1976). 

Why did you become a minister? 

Having failed my college 

entrance exams, I was spending a 

few days at the Konko Church of 

Tsuruminato (in Nagasaki, Japan) 

after my high school graduation.  The 

head minister there, Rev. Suye 

Kajiwara, said to me, “It is a very 

worthy thing to study at university 

and find work that contributes to 

society, but there are many people 

who are facing hardships and are 

suffering in this world. It is even 

more important and worthwhile to 

help those people. So, you should 

become a mediator for Tenchi Kane 

No Kami-sama. Helping and saving 

those who are suffering is the most 

important and worthwhile work of 

all.” At that point, though, I wanted 

to live freely as I liked being away 

from my parents and was dreaming 

of a rose-colored life. So I said, “No 

way! I don’t know anything about 

Konko teachings or faith, or if God 

even exists. Besides, I can’t possibly 

live the strict life of training to be a 

minister. Getting up early every 

morning, being made to clean and 

run around doing errands—I can’t 

live like that, like a slave!” Kajiwara 

Sensei then said, “If you can please 

Kami-sama with your service (goyo), 

I guarantee you will be happy. Kami-

sama will absolutely promise you a 

wonderful future. Don’t worry, Kami

-sama will teach you in a way that 

you will understand. You have time 

right now and no commitments, so 

why don’t you stay here at this 

church for a while?” Since I didn’t 

have anything particular to do, I 

decided to stay at Tsuruminato 

Church.  

The church in those days was 

small, so at night I would put up a 

screen in the worship hall and sleep 

there. Thus, I was able to hear 

Sensei’s voice praying late at night. 

Also, people with serious difficulties 

would come late at night to request 

toritsugi mediation. One morning, a 

young mother came running into 

church with a screaming baby in her 
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arms. Shocked and bewildered, I watched the 

entire exchange between the mother and Sensei. 

Sensei immediately took down the sacred water 

that was on the altar, removed the rice from 

goshinmai, and, soaking that paper in the water, 

told the mother also to pray with all her heart, and 

started applying the water-soaked paper onto the 

child’s burned skin, praying with great intensity. 

The mother explained that she had made miso 

soup and put it on the table. When she looked 

away for just a moment, her daughter, who was 

not yet a year old and had just started to walk 

holding onto things, had pulled the pot of hot soup 

toward her and was burned when it spilled all over 

her. She had first taken the baby to a pediatrician, 

but he had said there was not much to be done and 

just bandaged her up. The mother was blaming 

herself for her carelessness and apologizing over 

and over. With the bandages removed, I saw that 

the child’s burnt skin, from her chest to her arms 

and legs, was actually loose and coming off. By 

the time Sensei had finished putting the paper 

soaked in sacred water on all the burned areas, the 

baby had stopped crying and was sleeping 

peacefully. Watching this scene unfold before my 

eyes, I could not but acknowledge that Kami exists 

and responds to our prayers. As for the little girl, 

though it took some time, her skin healed 

completely, with no scars and no problems 

afterward. 

Many people came to the church to pray and 

seek mediation but, as I recall, there were a lot of 

young mothers in particular. Once, I remember 

two mothers with very similar problems who 

came, on different days, for toritsugi mediation 

concerning their children, one a boy and one a girl, 

of about the same age. Both children had a 

problem with their hip joint, which would get 

dislocated easily. The doctors had given similar 

advice, namely, to have surgery right away, or to 

immobilize the area in a cast and wait for the bone 

to grow and stabilize. Each mother sought 

mediation and advice on what to do. Sensei went 

to the altar and sought Kami-sama’s direction. The 

answer she received and conveyed to them was, 

“Do not have surgery; if you do, the child will 

become a cripple.” Both mothers continued to 

come to church daily with their children, but the 

mother of the little boy eventually had him 

undergo surgery for his hip, despite having been 

advised not to. One operation did not remedy the 

problem, and he had to have numerous surgeries, 

causing him to suffer greatly. The mother of the 

little girl, on the other hand, accepted the advice 

she received, declined surgery for her daughter, 

and came to worship every single day at the 

church, putting all her faith and trust in Kami-

sama. The little girl’s condition improved to the 

point where she had no trouble running around and 

playing. 

There were many incidents during the time I 

was living at the church, and I was allowed to 

experience many strange and mysterious things. I 

was beginning to feel that Kami-sama really 

existed and answered prayers. As I was starting to 

change my way of thinking, Suye Sensei said to 

me, “If you pray sincerely and wholeheartedly, 

Kami-sama will always respond and give 
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blessings. What is important is your heart. Have a 

heart that will be trusted by Kami-sama. Practice 

that here; train yourself to be trusted by Kami-

sama, and you will not fail to receive blessings.” 

Furthermore, “When you were born, Kami-sama 

sent your parents the message that ‘This child will 

grow up to serve Kami.’ So don’t worry, if you 

pray sincerely, wholeheartedly and with a heart of 

Kami, then Kami-sama will become one with you 

and work through you. Then people will be 

saved.” I was so moved by what she said that I 

accidentally said “Yes.” Later, I thought, “Oh, no! 

I accepted without thinking” and regretted it. But 

since I had promised, I felt I couldn’t go back on 

my word. So I stayed at church and started training 

for the ministry.  

Every day I woke at 3:00 am, cleaned the altar, 

prepared the offering of freshly cooked rice, 

cleaned the worship hall, cleaned the entrance hall, 

and cleaned the toilets. Since I was up so early, I 

became sleepy during the day but was not allowed 

to sleep. I had no time to myself, no time off, no 

recreation—this was truly the life of a slave, I 

thought. I grew to hate this life of training and 

wanted to quit, so I called my father to tell him I 

wanted to go home. But my father said, “This is 

the path you chose; you have no home to return 

to.” I didn’t know what to do. I thought of finding 

another job and leaving, but there weren’t good 

jobs available. At a complete loss, I was sitting in 

the worship hall in front of the altar, my mind a 

blank, when the image came to me of my parents’ 

worried faces. I sensed how much they had prayed 

for me and were still praying for me. Tears welled 

up, along with the feeling of deep sorrow and 

apology toward my parents. And I was able to feel 

that I must persevere, stay at the church no matter 

what, and complete my training. 

I went to Sensei’s room to apologize, but she 

would not listen. She said, “You said you wanted 

to leave, so leave. Kami-sama can’t trust someone 

who breaks promises.” Again, I didn’t know what 

to do, so I went back to the worship hall and asked 

Kami-sama for guidance. Then I felt in my heart 

that “If I leave now, my life will be over,” and 

prayed that I be allowed to stay, even in a corner 

of the entrance hall next to the shoe cupboard. I 

went once more to Sensei’s room to apologize, and 

she said, “You may stay at church, you may take 

your meals here, too. But you must not do any 

goyo.” I was overjoyed to be told I could stay, but 

if I couldn’t do goyo, there was no point in my 

being at church. Once again, I went to the worship 

hall, faced the altar, and tried to think things 

through, debating with myself. Just past midnight, 

I suddenly realized, “What a fool I’ve been! I had 

no understanding of my parents’ hearts, of 

Sensei’s heart, or Kami-sama’s intentions.” In that 

moment, when I felt deep sorrow and remorse 

toward all, tears started running down my face. I 

said to Kami-sama, “I offer my sincere apologies 

to you, to Sensei, and to my father and mother. 

There is no excuse for my attitude; I do not 

deserve forgiveness, and I do not ask for it. All I 

can do is apologize from the bottom of my heart.” 

I went to Sensei’s room again to apologize 

sincerely, and she was overjoyed, “Finally, you 

understand!”  

Thus began my true spiritual training to 

become a Konkokyo minister. Rev. Suye Kajiwara 

was my spiritual teacher and her mitama continues 

to guide me even now after her passing.  
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Rev. Hideko Oya has 

been serving the Konko 

Church of Sacramento as 

a minister since 1992.   

In 2009, she became the 

Assistant Head Minister. 

I came to study in the US but was 

also seeking a meaningful life. Being 

“given wondrous blessings” and 

“given knowledge of the Way,” I not 

only met my future husband but 

encountered the Konko Faith.  

Konko Daijin said, “People 

should know what made it possible 

for them to be born, and what makes 

it possible for them to keep 

living.” (GII: Yamamoto Sadajiro 2) 

Indeed, practicing the Konko Faith 

makes me look forward to the future.  

There are many ways to practice 

religious training; however, what 

Konko Daijin taught was so unique. 

He said, “The religious training of 

this faith does not involve traditional 

physical austerities. Doing your 

everyday work is religious 

training.” (GIII: Konko Kyoso 

Gorikai 39) 

I have been a residential minister 

of the Konko Church of Sacramento 

since 1992 and became the Assistant 

Head Minister in 2009.  

Last year, I attended the Ikigami 

Konko Daijin Grand Ceremony in 

Konko, Japan with my husband and 

daughter. Konko Daijin taught, “If 

you continually practice faith for ten 

years, then you can celebrate with 

gratitude in your heart.” (GIII: Konko 

Kyoso Gorikai 69) Following this 

teaching, we attended the service at 

Hombu with gratitude. We expressed 

our appreciation for our daughter, 

Rev. Chika Oya, for having served 

10 years; and for my husband and I 

who have served as Konkokyo 

ministers for 36 years and 28 years, 

respectively.  

I am so happy that I have been 

allowed to serve at the church 24/7 as 

my everyday work. I would like to 

continue serving at the church with a 

truly sincere heart. In my daily life, I 

have a particular teaching that I 

always keep in my mind. The 

teaching is, “The foundation of faith 

is to be in harmony with one’s 

family.” (GIII: Shinkun II: 1) 

Believing that I am capable of caring 

for others, I would like to 

continuously develop a caring, 

loving, compassionate and trusting 

heart.  

 Reverend Hideko Oya 



Starting in the spring of 2019, I transcribed the 

Jinkyukyogoroku* in Gorikai III and the Record of 

Revelations** by hand, and I now read them out 

loud. By doing so, I feel like I am in the period 

when the Founder was alive and that I am seeking 

Konko Daijin’s Faith.*** 
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NOTES: 

* Jinkyukyogoroku, Kyoten, Gorikai III – A 
Quest for Teaching of the Faith, edited by 
Kataoka Jiro. 

** Oshirase-goto Oboe-cho, Kyoten – Record of 
Revelations – A record of revelations received 
by Konko Daijin from Tenchi Kane No Kami 
from October 1857 until 19 days before 
Konko Daijin’s death on October 10, 1883. 
The Record of Revelations is an English 
trnslation published by the Konkokyo Hombu 
Headquarters in 1983. 

*** To learn what took place between the Founder 
and Kami, I selected the Record of 
Revelations. I felt that reading the 
Jinkyukyogoroku was a good way to learn 
about the teachings/understandings given by 
the Founder. By transcribing these two by 
hand, I could read them more carefully and 
understand their deeper meaning. It also 
helped me to learn how the documents were 
translated because I checked them against the 
original Japanese documents. 

 

Konko Church of Sacramento Hiromae 



Rev. Masanori 

Takeuchi is the Head 

Minister of the Konko 

Church of Chicago.  

Ordained  in Japan in 

1976, he arrived in 

North America with 

his family 15 years 

later in 1994.  

He first served at the 

Konko Church of 

Portland before 

moving to Chicago 

in June of 1997.   

Why did you become a minister? 

I cannot help but think that Kami 

led me to become a Konko minister.  

I was born to parents who were 

ardent Konko believers. Searching 

near and far for a genuine mediator 

whose faith was totally similar to that 

of our Founder, my father finally met 

Rev. Soichiro Otsubo, the founding 

minister of the Konko Church of 

Airaku (Kyushu, Japan). When I met 

him for the first time at age 15, I was 

awestruck by his gentle nature and 

great dignity. The more I listened to 

his teachings, the more I felt he was 

the appropriate guide for my life. 

When I failed to pass the entrance 

examination for Tokyo University, I 

decided to become a trainee under 

Rev. Otsubo. Although I trained for 

only four months, I had many great 

experiences with Kami. They 

sustained me throughout the 

turbulent university days that 

followed. 

The next academic year, I 

attended university. This was during 

the Vietnam era and I was soon 

caught up in the anti-war movement 

on campus. Students all over the 

world were uniting to support the 

Vietnamese people’s right to self-

determination. Soon I joined the 

radical student movement. I devoted 

myself to the movement for five 

years with the understanding that, as 

a Konko believer, I would have to 

fight in the vanguard for people who 

were suppressed and discriminated 

against. I really wanted to reform the 

world for the betterment of people.   

But gradually, as I became more 

actively involved in the movement, I 

felt more and more that I couldn’t 

leave this world without seeking the 

kind of faith that Rev. Otsubo taught 

us. He called it a “Wa-Ga Kokoro 

World”. It would be a world in which 

everyone would have hearts over-

flowing with peace and joy. Needless 

to say, I was deeply troubled by these 

conflicting loyalties in deciding just 

what I should do. 

Then, there came a turning point 

in my life. I had a divine dream 

which determined the rest of my life. 

In that dream, our family sought the 

sacred mediation of Rev. Otsubo. My 

father introduced me to him. He said 

to me, “Masanori-san, the feelings 

which inspire you to fight for 

suppressed and discriminated people 
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Reverend Masanori Takeuchi  



are the same as those through which Konkokyo 

tries to help and support people in difficulties.” I 

thought long and hard about this impressive 

dream.  

I ultimately decided to return to the Airaku 

Church once more. I eagerly wanted to know the 

proper way to human fulfillment. But I felt like a 

sleepwalker for almost a year. That was because I 

had to completely reorient my life from a path of 

one in which people were trying to reform the 

world, fighting by conflict, to a path toward peace 

and joy by means of total acceptance. That’s why 

my heart was torn in a continuous struggle 

between these two ways of living. 

This was one reason why I always asked many 

questions of Rev. Otsubo during those days at the 

youth meetings at the Airaku Church. Questions 

like, “Are the problems of pollution or racial 

discrimination the workings of Kami?” “Are 

people’s sufferings from natural and man-made 

calamities the will of Kami?” 

Rev. Otsubo always answered my questions 

calmly and politely. Finally, he told me that he 

believed that his faith would grow to the point 

where he could believe that “All is Divine Love”. 

At last, setting aside all my questioning, I made up 

my mind to try to find the kind of belief his faith 

had brought him. This is my story of how I came 

to be a Konko minister. 

I became a Konko minister to be of great 

service for Kami’s wish for humanity to be 

fulfilled and for Kami’s wishes for true world 

peace to be attained. 

What do you like about being a minister? 

I feel very grateful and honored to be a Konko 

minister. 

What challenges have you faced as a KCNA 
minister? 

Each and every moment, I wish to do my best 

to be like our Founder, filled with peace and joy in 

his heart. However, even if I think I have become 

close to the faith of our Founder, he is always 

ahead. His faith is limitless, so I continue to 

challenge myself to reach his faith level. 

I have a dream that the Konko Church of 

Chicago will become the Wagakokoro center 

where young people in the world gather to seek the 

truth of life. I always offer the following prayers to 

Kami: “To you young people! Your true way to 

happiness is found in this faith. Come and learn it 

faithfully. Become a light of the world.” Kami 

now leads me to have deeper relationships with 

some young Americans in Illinois and other states, 

and one gentleman living in Italy. 

What would you be doing if you had not 
become a minister? 

I would be a researcher as a scientist. 

What do you feel is one of the most important 
teaching/learning all Konko believers should 
practice? 

It is the Divine Reminder. The Divine 

Reminder teaches us the essence of the Konko 

Faith. I believe Kami requests us Konko believers 

to embody the Divine Reminder and manifest it to 

the world, especially the peaceful and joyful heart 

(Wagakokoro) that is the essential foundation for 

human happiness. 

Rev. Hiromichi Konko (who is expected to 

succeed our Fifth Principal Mediator) gave a 

lecture in northern Kyushu last September. The 

title was Wagakokoro Start: Let’s Look Forward 

to 10 Years. He also said, “This title springs from 
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Heaven.” Through these words I really felt Kami’s 

earnest wish to save humankind through our 

peaceful and joyful hearts. 

Right now, the world is human-centered and 

seems to be rushing to its ruin. We humans should 

return to a Kami-centered world. For that, we 

should establish an era of peaceful and joyful 

hearts throughout humanity. It is vitally important 

for us to start devoting ourselves to developing 

peace and joy in our hearts on this day, this 

moment, with whatever happens and no matter 

how difficult it may be. 

Is there anything you would like to share with 
believers to inspire them? 

Konko Daijin taught us the genuine way to 

attain true world peace more than 100 years ago. 

He said the following teaching to one of his 

disciples, Mitsugoro Ichimura, “If people lose their 

belief in this insight, ‘On this very day pray with a 

single heart. Divine blessings are within your own 

peaceful and joyful heart,’ (This is the main 

content of the Divine Reminder) the world will be 

in turmoil and the glory of Kami will be gone.” In 

other words, the glory of Kami will appear and 

true world peace will be attained when people 

believe every moment in the truth of this insight, 

“On this very day pray with a single heart. Divine 

blessings are within your own peaceful and joyful 

heart.” 

Kami’s arrangements or workings definitely 

need to be the foundation in order to accomplish 

peace and justice throughout the world. The more 

the hearts of the entire human family are deepened 

toward peace and joy of the whole world, the more 

our world will be blessed by Kami’s glory. Then, 

finally, I believe that through Kami’s great plan, 

human happiness and true world peace will be 

manifested. 

How would you like to see our faith, religion or 
churches evolve? 

I wish each Konkokyo church will become a 

Wagakokoro church filled with peace and joy to 

the extent that Kami would willingly say “Thank 

you!” For that—as our Founder always respected 

each and everything that happened as Kami’s 

sacred working; and as he would undertake 

everything thankfully, cheerfully and with divine 

grace to deepen the peace and joy in his heart no 

matter what happened during each second of his 

daily life—all Konko believers and churches must 

earnestly seek to be like that.  

What changes would you like to make to 
improve your faith or role as a minister? 

Through respecting the process of life, I have 

always realized Kami wishes me to be humble and 

selfless in whatever I do. Therefore, I would like 

to always deepen the realization that “I have no 

power, no ability and no talent”. Without receiving 

Kami’s blessings I cannot move a single inch. 

There is no other way than for me to entrust 

everything to Kami. From there, I wish to burn 

with desire to fulfill my role for Kami. I will do 

my best to be of great service for Kami’s wishes to 

human fulfillment and for true world peace to be 

manifested. Then, I believe the way will open 

infinitely for the mutual fulfillment between Kami 

and me, and that it cannot be blocked. 
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EIJI AYABE 
Konko Church of San Francisco 

The sacred grounds of the Konko Faith are 

located in Konko Town in Okayama Prefecture on 

the main island of Western Japan. At Hombu 

(Headquarters), the Divine Call Ceremony of the 

160th Anniversary of the Establishment of the 

Konko Faith, together with the Fifth Konko 

International Gathering, was held on November 14 

and 15. There were pilgrims from Brazil, Hawaii, 

Korea, Australia and North America. 

At 3:40 am (not pm!) on the first day, we 

gathered at the front grounds to greet Konko-

sama’s procession to the Main Worship Hall. At 

4:00 am, after a silent prayer and the morning 

prayer, Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin, CAM, 

represented the KCNA and performed mediation 

with Rev. Hiromichi Konko, followed by English 

prayers led by Rev. Yomisu Oya, MBR 

Chairperson. 

At 9:00 am, a workshop titled “Rikkyo 

Shinden” (the Divine Call) was presented by the 

KCNA Faith Training Institute. For 90 minutes, 

we discussed how the Founder developed his 

spirituality between 1855 (the year he was saved 

from a critical illness) and 1859 (the year of 

Kami’s revelation of the Divine Call).  

In the afternoon, we participated in the opening 

prayer at the Main Worship Hall, and visited the 

Founder’s original Mediation Hall to understand 

the Founder’s life and get a sense of the 

spirituality of that sacred place. Then, we moved 

to the Shutokuden Building and listened to a 

presentation by Rev. Kiyoji Konko, who shared a 

letter of his love for his father, Konko-sama. At 

4:40 pm, we gathered at the front grounds to greet 

Konko-sama’s procession from the Main Worship 

Hall before attending a dinner party that opened 

with a welcome speech by Hombu’s Chief 

Administrative Director and ended with a variety 

of entertaining performances. 

In the early morning of the second day, we 

again gathered for Konko-sama’s procession to the 

Main Worship Hall, attended the silent prayer led 

by Rev. Hiromichi Konko and the morning prayer 

led by a Worship Department minister. After a 

short explanation at the Founder’s gravesite led by 

Rev. Iwasaki, a prayer was performed. It was an 

explosive, dynamic, and such a strong powerful 

prayer. Then, at 5:30 am, we cleaned the grounds 

in front of the original Mediation Hall. At 8:00 

until 9:00 am, we attended the Faith Enrichment 

Workshop “Thinking and Sharing ‘My Faith’” at 

the Tamamizu Church Hikaesho. At 10:00 am, the 

Konkokyo Establishment Day Ceremony began, 

led by Rev. Hiromichi Konko at the Main Worship 

Hall. We offered our deepest and sincerest 

appreciation to the Founder of the Konko Faith, 

Ikigami Konko Daijin, for accepting the Divine 

Call of Tenchi Kane No Kami, the Divine Parent 

 160TH ANNIVERSARY PILGRIMAGE - ”WHAT THE DIVINE CALL MEANS TO ME NOW” PART II 

Main Worship Hall (L) and Grand Festival Hall (R) 
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of the Universe. The Main Worship Hall was filled 

with approximately 1,000 attendees (the hall 

capacity is 1,200). The service ended, and we 

posed for a group picture taken on the front steps 

of the Main Worship Hall.  

For me, this Divine Call 160th Anniversary 

pilgrimage trip is one of the most unforgettable, 

enriching trips I have ever experienced. I have 

received the blessing of great energy in my faith 

and in my total trust in Kami with my life.   

In conclusion, I would like to extend my 

thanks to the ministers of the Konkokyo 

International Center, Outreach Department and 

Worship Hall Department for planning the 

programs and services.   

Diane Jung 
Konko Church of Los Angeles 

On November 14 and 15, 2019, my husband 

and I were fortunate enough to attend the 

Konkokyo 160th Anniversary and International 

Gathering in Konko, Japan. It was a wonderful two

-day event, climaxing with the 160th Anniversary 

Service.   

We started each morning at 4:00 am with 

odemashi (greeting Konko-sama as he walked to 

the Main Service Hall) and attended the morning 

service after.  On the first day, the KCNA offered 

the newly translated Konko Daijin biography to 

Konko-sama. There was time before and after the 

service for each of us to seek toritsugi mediation 

with Konko-sama.  

Throughout the two days, we attended group 

meetings and toured the sacred grounds.  We were 

able to see the original building where our 

Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin, performed 

Mediation, and we were allowed to enter the 

replica of his Worship Hall and actually sit on the 

tatami floor in front of the Founder’s okekkai.  

Usually, this area is restricted and is off limits to 

the public.   

Afterwards, we were treated to a wonderful 

talk by Rev. Kiyoji Konko. He read a very 

poignant letter that he had written to his father, 

entitled, “Dear Konko-sama”. In his letter, he 

expressed his gratitude to Konko-sama and 

reflected on his personal relationship with his 

father. The first day ended with a wonderful 

banquet dinner and entertainment provided by 

various attendees, including Rev. Hiromichi 

Konko.   

On the second day, after odemashi, the 

morning service was held at our Founder’s 

gravesite, which is on a hill overlooking the Main 

Worship Hall.  After breakfast, we broke up into 

small groups and had discussions about our 

Founder’s call to serve Kami-sama – the Divine 

Call – and what it meant to our Founder and to us 

today.   

Founder’s original Medication Hall (replica) 
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The two-day event then ended with the 160th 

Anniversary Service in the Main Worship Hall.  

The room was filled to capacity with parishioners 

from all over the world. It was awe-inspiring to 

feel part of this great group of people, all praying 

and chanting in unison! I left Konko town re-

inspired by our wonderful religion/way of life and 

determined to continue to live as Kami would want 

me to.  

Shigeo Kosugi 
Konko Church of Gardena 

I received tremendous blessings by attending 

the meaningful 160th Divine Call Service on 

November 15. Ten years ago, I received blessings 

and attended the 150th Anniversary. However, this 

year’s blessings were very special, because I 

learned a lot from the lectures presented at the 

International Conference and at Hombu. Though I 

have attended church often and for a while, I did 

not know much about our Founder. The prayer 

service at the Founder’s gravesite also gave me a 

power for which I felt so grateful for.  

If I have a chance, I would like to attend the 

FTI [Faith Training Institute] to learn more about 

the Konko Faith. This trip made me think that I 

will practice faith more and become a person to be 

used by Kami. 

Noriko Lion 
Konko Church of Sacramento 

“What does the Divine Call mean to me?” 

When I asked this question to my father, he said, 

“I have a life because I have my father and mother.  

I have my father and mother because there is this 

way of faith. I have this way of faith because our 

Founder received and accepted the Divine Call.” 

Whenever I heard this answer from my father, I 

couldn’t understand it in my heart; but I thought 

about it again while I was attending the pilgrimage 

this time. 

I had a chance to attend odemashi, and the 

international gathering. Then, I came to understand 

why I couldn’t understand what my father told me 

before. I was born and raised in the church. By 

simply asking my father the question, I received 

the answer. So, I knew the answer but couldn’t 

verbalize it because of the difficulty to find the 

right words—I could not convey my thoughts.  At 

that moment, I realized that what I thought I knew, 

I didn’t actually because I did not understand it 

fully. It is like prayers. I memorized the prayers by 

reciting them repeatedly since I was young but 

didn’t give them much thought. In the same way, I 

“knew” the faith, but I really didn’t. 

I thought that I was seeking the way of faith 

but began to understand that what I was doing was 

not enough.  The trip to Japan made me realize 

that I should practice faith more to pass it on to 

others without being afraid of making mistakes. 

Katsuko Omura  

Konko Church of Gardena  

The 160th Rikkyo Kinen-Sai [160th 

Anniversary of the Divine Call] was solemnized 

on November 15. Toritsugi has continued from our 

Founder to the current Fifth Konko-Sama. Our 

faith that includes making requests and following 

Kami’s Will sincerely and conscientiously has 

been practiced for such a long period of time.  

I would like to express my deep appreciation to 

Konko-sama, who goes to the Mediation Hall at 

3:40 am every day and prays for the happiness of 

everyone and for world peace. Also, during this 
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visit, I met Konko-sama’s wife who hugged me. It 

made me feel that I was being embraced by divine 

virtue through her.  

I am so glad that I have been a believer of the 

Konko Faith. I remember the blessings I received 

while attending the 150th Anniversary. Ten years 

later, I was able to be part of this 160th 

Anniversary with the head minister of my church 

and other members. I am so grateful to have 

received such a divine arrangement. Spiritually 

and physically, I felt strong after joining this 

pilgrimage. I would like to practice faith more for 

Kami to be happy.  

Denise Teraoka 
Konko Church of San Francisco 

Joanne Tolosa Sensei wanted me to attend the 

160th Anniversary of the Konko Faith’s 

Establishment to personally experience the Konko 

Faith in the location of its founding.  She wanted 

me to feel the comforting power of the believers’ 

strong faith.  One of my purposes for visiting 

Hombu was to understand what distinguished 

Ikigami Konko Daijin from other spiritual leaders. 

As I visited Konko Daijin’s unadorned original 

Hiromae, the Founder’s gravesite and those of his 

successors and disciples, I felt Tenchi Kane no 

Kami touching my heart without the need to find 

Kami “with my head”.  Viewing how expansive 

Konkokyo’s property is, I tried to imagine what 

faith and confidence in Kami it must have taken to 

relinquish responsibility and control of the vast 

holdings, and not feel pressured to ensure it was 

cared for without his personal oversight. In the 

first workshop’s discussions, I began to understand 

why Kami chose Bunji. I learned how Kami 

learned to trust this humble farmer’s unfaltering 

faith and, in turn, his faith in Kami’s guidance and 

protection was reinforced. 

The takeaway from this discussion and Konko 

Kiyoji Sensei’s thoughtful presentation was that 

Konko Daijin’s affirmative response to the Divine 

Call provided me with a faith and practice where 

Kami takes residence in each individual’s heart 

and spirit, but we need to constantly be aware of 

and appreciative of all of Kami’s blessings and 

protection. 

Rev. Rodney Yano 
Konko Church of San Francisco 

This 160th anniversary pilgrimage trip was very 

special to me because I was with my family, which 

included my wife, mother, father, sister and 

brother-in-law. It has been about 25 years since the 

last time we traveled together as a family to Japan.  

This trip was a family reunion where we 

experienced Hombu together and strengthened our 

bond with the Konko Faith and each other. 

After this trip, I have a newfound 

understanding of the Divine Call. I see my parents, 

who are ministers at the Konko Mission of 

Wahiawa, as role models because they dedicate so 

much of their lives to serve Kami. I also reflect 

back on the past ministers before my parents who 

followed Konko Daijin’s model of the Divine Call, 

which is simply to help people through sacred 

mediation. I feel that my Divine Call is to help 

those in need when they feel hope is lost.  Through 

Kami, I feel my spirituality and faith made me 

realize that the Divine Call is important to connect 

the past to the present when helping those in need. 

In conclusion, this trip gave me a renewed 

sense of responsibility as a mediator at the Konko 

Church of San Francisco.  I appreciate all the staff 
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in Hombu and their dedication to keep the Konko 

Faith alive. I appreciate the congregation, 

ministers and, most of all, I really appreciate the 

KCNA for organizing this spiritual and memorable 

trip, which I will cherish forever. 

Fong Yip 

Konko Church of San Francisco 

I can now understand why so many ministers 

dedicate their lives to become Konko ministers 

through my observations of Rodney’s family, 

especially his mother, Reiko Yano Sensei. Reiko 

Sensei has a very warm, caring and cheerful 

personality that I feel comes from deep practice of 

her faith. On many occasions, I saw her bowing on 

her knees to the ground during the 3:30 am 

greeting and at other sites. It demonstrated her 

strong commitment and respect toward the current 

Konko-sama. I have realized that the same 

commitment and dedication has continued on for 

the past 160 years in the Konko Faith. 

Waking up early for me was probably the most 

challenging part of the pilgrimage because I am 

absolutely not a morning person. However, the 

Divine Call made everyone wake up as a team to 

greet Konko-sama and bow to show our respect. I 

have realized the mental and spiritual training that 

each minister had to endure to become a Konko 

minister. 

Personally, the Divine Call for me is to support 

my husband, Rodney Yano, and his path at the 

Konko Church of San Francisco. I feel that 

supporting Rodney and his faith is what keeps the 

relationship strong and happy. Lastly, I would like 

to thank the KCNA for organizing and funding this 

trip. 

Founder’s Gravesite 
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 PRAYER FOR PEACE 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 
 
Through our Divine Mediator  
To the Divine Parent of the Universe— 

Let us pray. 

As precious as our own lives are, 
So are the lives of all. 
You embrace us with Your blessings, 
Wanting us to help one another 
And live together in harmony. 

Yet, when Your wishes are ignored 
And selfish desires pursued, 
Tears spread across the world. 
Your heart pains as people suffer, 
Hurt by injustice, poverty and war. 

Please accept our apologies 
As we strive to change our ways, 
To reflect Your Love in all we do. 
The peace of the world 
Starts with peace in our hearts. 

Please grant us the courage and wisdom  
To see the goodness in all, 
To speak words of comfort and hope. 
Allow our actions to form a peaceful world 
Where each is respected and fulfilled. 

Through Your virtue and guidance 
We pray with hearts as one 
For all to live  
In peace and harmony, 
For all to live as one. 

Please include the “Prayer for Peace” in your daily prayers and/or pray together with the KCNA, your 

church and other believers to end this pandemic. 
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KCNA OFFICE NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Fresno's Fall Grand Ceremony has CHANGED to November 8 

• Regional Seminars - Recaps in next issue 

 Northern California - San Francisco - February 16 - Guest Speaker:  Rev. Todd Takahashi 

 Southern California - San Diego - February 22 (CHANGED from Gardena) 

 East - Toronto - April 26  (CHANGED from Chicago on May 10) - Guest Speaker: Rev. Yomisu Oya 

 Northwest - Portland - March 7 - Guest Speaker:  Rev. Masato Kawahatsu 

• Anniversary Services 

 Sacramento (90th) – TBD - More information to follow 

 Whittier-Rose Hills (20th) - November 1 

• Events Rescheduled: 

 San Francisco's 90th Anniversary - June 6, 2021 

• Events Cancelled: 

 FTI Spring Session in Seattle 

 East Regional Seminar in Toronto 

 Ministers Faith Enrichment Seminar in Gardena 

 2020 Pre-Conference Events (Youth Camp, Young Adult Seminar, Family Camp, Spirituality Bridge)  

 2020 Joint Conference in Hawaii 

EVENT REPORT: 

• Michelle Kuruma has withdrawn her application for the MTP Program. 

• Mrs. Tomoko Teramoto (KIC) visited the KCNA Office in Puyallup to meet with CAM from January 

14-15 before attending MWSS.  She also visited Rev. Dusek at the Tacoma Fellowship during her stay. 

 KIC Announcement: If you are currently receiving the Face to Faith newsletter and wish to continue 

your subscription, please contact them at kic@konkokyo.or.jp before January 31. 

mailto:kic@konkokyo.or.jp?subject=Subscription%20to%20Face%20to%20Faith
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• Due to budget cuts, Hombu has restructured their organization by condensing five departments to three: 

 Before:  General Affairs, Church Affairs, Outreach, Financial Affairs, Worship Hall 

 Now:  General Affairs, Outreach, Worship Hall 

 Rev. Yumi Asano is now the Director of both KIC and the Outreach Department. 

• Final 2020 KCNA Schedule and Annual Yearly Believer mailing was sent out in January. 62 forms 

received by KCNA so far. 

• Konko Review 46-1 was sent out in mid-January by email and mid-February by post. 

• MWSS held its 29th annual meeting on January 16-18.  Mrs. Teramoto (KIC) also attended. Attendees 

visited Seattle Church and the Kubota Garden, a local landmark founded by a church member long ago. 

• KCNA Office had a meeting from January 26-29.  Topics included 2020/2021 Conference planning and 

future host rotation; 2019 HOD proposals follow-up, 2021-24 theme ideas; review of KCNA programs, 

committees, and investments; and finalizing KCNA program forms to be mailed out. 

• KCNA Office held meeting with Bruno Lucarelli on March 16 to discuss updating KCNA Website. 

• Timeline regarding 2020 Pre-Conference Programs and Conference: 

 March 16 - KCNA Office agreed on their recommendation for cancelling Pre-Conference, waiting for 

Conference recommendation from KMH. 

 March 18 - KCNA Office notified Pre-Conference group leaders, HOD/MBR Chairs and Finance 

Committee of KCNA Office's recommendations. 

 March 20 - CAM spoke with KMH Director about KCNA Office recommendation. 

 March 22 - KCNA Pre-Conference Programs cancelled. 

 March 23 - KMH Conference Committee agrees with cancelling Joint Conference. Joint Conference 

is cancelled. 

• KCNA Office received official certificate from Konko-sama which approved Rev. Todd Takahashi as 

Head Minister of the Konko Church of San Diego on March 9. 

CAM tries to contact all Head Ministers, Propagation Hall and Fellowship Hall every two weeks to 

check in with the ministers, families and congregations. As of right now, everyone is doing well and is 

healthy. 
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KCNA Office 1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 415-992-6768 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

 San Francisco, CA 94115 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Also, various churches are working hard to adjust to the new way of life by using technology to stay in 

communication with believers. Some are contributing to the community by using their talented skills. I 

wanted to share some of these inspiring things that your local church/ministers are doing to stay in touch 

with and help save people: 

• Creating an "End Coronavirus Prayer" for their members to use at home. Several churches have 

designated a certain time each day to recite the prayer, asking their members to join from their homes. 

• Utilizing technology such as Facebook, YouTube and Email to post daily teachings for their members. 

Members have been very grateful and comforted during these trying times.  

• Utilizing Zoom to broadcast their monthly Kami and memorial services. Sending a copy of the main 

service prayer, coronavirus prayer and sermons out to members before service.  

• Making and donating medical (plastic) masks for doctors and nurses. 

• Making masks while doing prayers at the worship hall to donate to the elderly in their community.  

• Utilizing Zoom for Toritsugi Mediation.  

UPDATE AND INFORMATION FROM HOMBU 

Changes due to the coronavirus outbreak: 

• 2020 Commemorative Ceremony (for Independence of Konkokyo) 

 Will be held at the Konkokyo Headquarters’ Grand Service Hall at 10:00 am on June 14, 2020.  

 People are asked to please pray from afar because no one is allowed to enter the Grand Service Hall.  

• Regarding offerings:   

 There will be no reception counter for head ministers. 

 There will be no “offering presenting counter” in the northern area of the Central Worship Hall.  

 Offerings mailed to Hombu should be addressed to the “Hiromae Department of the Konkokyo 

Headquarters’ Administrative Office”.  

 If two or more persons make offerings, please enclose a “List of the Names of People Making 

Offerings” form.  Please do not staple. 
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CHURCHES   

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hills 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 

Spring is upon us.  The world is greener and more colorful, and the season brings more sunshine 

into our lives.  However, with the COVID-19 restrictions, our way of life has changed in ways we never 

imagined. Companies and schools are closed, activities cancelled. For now, we shelter at home and 

wear face masks when we venture out into the world. 

We are fortunate because our churches continue to hold services, with most believers praying from 

home. Our ministers are available to conduct Toritsugi Mediation by phone and/or via emails and texts. 

They offer us guidance and hope.  

Let our faith guide us in our daily lives. Pray to Kami-sama and show appreciation for the blessings 

we receive. Nurture your Kami heart and be kind, thoughtful and understanding. Check in on family 

and friends, and provide support and help where needed. Consider this an opportunity to check off items 

on your to-do list, learn a new skill or take on a new hobby—be creative.    

If you have a faith story or experience you would like to share with others, please, please send it to 

konkoreview@konkofaith.org.   

Take care, everyone.   


