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KONKO REVIEW 

OUR FOUNDER’S FAITH WAS BORN DURING TURBULENT TIMES  

Written by Rev. 

Joanne Tolosa, Head 

Minister, Konko 

Church of San 

Francisco, this article 

appeared in Konko 

Bridges, Summer 2020 

issue, pages 1 and 2.  

The full title of this 

piece is “Our 

Founder’s Faith Was 

Born During 

Turbulent Times, As 

We Are Facing Today 

and Will Overcome 

with Faith”. 

Today we honor our Founder and 

Divine Mediator, Ikigami Konko 

Daijin, as well as celebrate and 

appreciate our precious gift of life, 

especially those of us with birthdays 

in this month of March.  

Can you remember how you 

celebrated your birthday last year? 

For my birthday last year, I needed to 

pull out my calendar to recall it, 

because I couldn’t quite remember 

what I did. It wasn’t a milestone 

year. 

Each birthday becomes more 

meaningful when we have milestone 

years or are experiencing challenges 

around that time, be they financial, 

our health condition, a loved one’s 

health condition, or even a breakup. 

Have you ever wondered how 

long you will live? I have wondered 

if I will make it to 65 and can get 

Medicare. This isn’t the only time I 

wondered how long Divine Parent 

Kami will allow me to live. I can 

remember when it was the 20th 

century, the 1900’s. It is hard to 

imagine that we are already 20 years 

into the 21st century. I didn’t even 

know if I would make it to the year 

2000. We even have the term 

“millennials”. Who can remember 

when in 1999, globally, there was a 

big concern, even a scare regarding 

what would happen in 2K with 

technology, etc. when the 1900’s 

ended and the year turned to 2000? 

The world was blessed with nothing 

extraordinary happening when the 

clock struck 12 midnight. At that 

time, the scare ended up unfounded, 

but now we are living at a time when 

there is cause for real concern. 

I would like to ask you to please 

raise your hand: 

• If you brought a facemask with 
you today? 

• If you are new to bringing hand 
sanitizer with you? 

• If you are wiping surfaces more 
frequently than usual? 

• If you hesitate about touching 
door handles or use your sleeves 
or tissue paper to open them 
instead? 

• If you stopped shaking hands 
with people? 

• If you have become more 
conscious of touching your eyes 
and nose in a day? It is said we 
do that 90 times a day! 

• If, within the last couple weeks, 
you thought about or actually 
cancelled a trip, cruise, or 
holding an event? 

• You stocked up on canned goods, 
other non-perishable food items 
or toilet paper? 

• Your workplace or school 
advised you to stay home? 

With this coronavirus, our future 

seems so uncertain, As I recited in 
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the main prayer to our Divine Parent of the 

Universe, we are faced with making moment-to-

moment conscious decisions: 

• Where to go or not to go 

• What to touch or not touch 

• Wear a mask or not 

• Wash our hands or not 

• Shake hands or not  

—awakening us to truly value our precious gift of 

life and the lives of others, including our pets. 

We are taught that the best thing to do in 

critical times, and even just in general, is to stay 

calm and centered, eat well and get enough rest so 

that we don’t compromise our immune systems, 

and can stay healthy, think clearly, make good 

decisions and maintain a positive focus no matter 

what we face. And to do what we do best as 

Konko believers–which is to live life fully every 

day! 

Whether or not we really thought about 

wanting to experience what the Founder did when 

this Faith was being born, to feel closer to him and 

Divine Parent Kami, we are getting a small taste 

now of those tumultuous times that occurred over 

160 years ago. There were epidemics, including 

smallpox and cholera. The Founder lost three 

precious children to illness. Famine was rampant, 

and his wife Tose considered not having that ninth 

child because there was not enough food to eat. 

The whole social class and political system were in 

chaos. The samurai class found themselves 

without a position. They lost their status and often 

their property, and had to take up other careers to 

make a living. 

At that time, Japan had to open its doors to the 

world and joined the industrial revolution. And 

through these multiple crises, the Konko Faith was 

born. It was not just the timing that our Divine 

Parent found the Founder who was humble, 

sincere and had absolute faith in Divine Parent 

Kami, Kami needed the Founder to help the people 

in Japanese society cope with all the turmoil.  

And now, 161 years later, we have this 

wonderful Faith to help us get through these 

difficult times where we are not only facing the 

pandemic outbreak of the coronavirus globally, 

each country is having its own plethora of 

problems and social unrest, including the U.S. We 

are uncertain what our future will hold, but we will 

get a better picture once the presidential election 

takes place this November. 

This Way of Konko Faith and the trust we 

have in Divine Parent Kami that our Founder 

taught us—which is to pray sincerely, with all our 

hearts, be one with Kami and live our lives fully 

everyday with a grateful, caring heart, in harmony, 

peace and joy—are words taken from our “Divine 

Reminder”. The focus of the “Tenchi 

Kakitsuke” [“Divine Reminder”] truly teaches us 

how to live life anywhere we are, wherever we are, 

no matter the circumstance, to realize and to see 

the many blessings we are constantly receiving. 

Already, I think we can appreciate how life 

was just a couple weeks prior, when we didn’t 

have to think that every decision we make could 

bring a very unwanted outcome, not just for 

ourselves, but for literally everyone we are in 

contact with.  
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At our ministers’ meeting this past Friday, 

Rev. Rodney Yano mentioned to Rev. Masato 

Kawahatsu and me how Rev. Kawahatsu is getting 

his wish for the world: Mother Earth is getting 

cleansed, or at least disinfected! Especially with 

the factories in China at a standstill or slow crawl, 

there is less pollution in the air. The inside of 

many buildings, aircrafts and cruise ships are 

definitely getting a deep cleaning. The downside 

of the slow down on production, of course, is an 

economic downturn. So many of our products have 

components from China. 

In reality, we only have “now”! We cannot 

take for granted that we have tomorrow or the next 

day. It is important to be sincere and live fully 

now, today. We have each other for spiritual 

support. We each have our own spiritual path or 

road for growth and development. Especially 

during life crises, we are given tests or 

challenges—which I see as opportunities to come 

closer to, deepen our relationship with and depend 

on Divine Universal Parent Kami, and believe, 

truly know—that  everything is going to be okay. 

Why? Because we are all unconditionally loved 

and the Universe is our eternal home, whether we 

are in our physical or spiritual form. 

It is interesting that the day after I had written 

of this concept pertaining to opportunities after a 

crisis, Rev. Yano shared with me a famous quote 

by President John F. Kennedy that speaks to this: 

“Be aware of danger but recognize the 

opportunity. When written in Chinese, the word 

‘crisis’ is composed of two characters. One 

represents danger and the other represents 

opportunity.” (危機) (EmbellishedMinds.com) 

After I looked this up, I found a quote by 

President Abraham Lincoln that sounds very 

“Konko”. He said, “Most folks are happy as they 

make up their minds to be.” (Brainyquote.com) 

This quote is very similar to “Tenchi 

Kakitsuke” because only when we can realize our 

blessings or favors can we feel grateful. Gratitude 

and our happiness depend upon our own hearts.  

Through all the crises our Founder and his 

family lived through during the tumultuous times 

in Japan back in the 19th century, this Konko Faith 

was created through his steadfast Faith and the 

opportunity provided by our Divine Parent Kami 

to help all of us, as Kami's beloved children, 

through our Konko teachings handed down and 

Sacred Toritsugi Mediation. 

So let’s do what we do best as Konko 

believers: Live life fully each day, being one with 

Kami. Live the teachings and free ourselves of 

doubts and fears. Let us trust in the universe, no 

matter what happens; that is true faith. Sincerely 

know that the universe is our eternal home. 

Thank you all for coming to pray today, and to 

give thanks to our Founder and for the gift of 

precious life for our loved ones and ourselves. 
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VISITING KONKO: A PILGRIMAGE  

Rev. Dick Dusek, the 

author of this article, 

is a minister of the 

Konko Church of 

Portland and serves 

the Tacoma 

Fellowship. 

He asks that you, the 

reader, imagine your 

own pilgrimage to 

Hombu and further 

imagine that you are 

listening to the words 

directly from our 

Founder, Ikigami 

Konko Daijin. 

Today, the fifth and sixth generations descended from the Founder sit everyday 

mediating for our Divine Parent Kami and the worshipper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trains bring you to Konko Station. You elect to walk the distance, go up the 

steps, through the Main Gate and into the huge tatami-floored Worship Hall to see 

Konko-sama.  Konko-sama, sitting in mediation, will listen pray and respond—while 

communing with Kami-sama. 

But let’s imagine you’ve come to see the Founder. 

You came over the hills into Otani Village. At the well, 

you wash your hands and feet, and enter a room of the 

small farm house. The Founder is seated at a low table 

speaking to worshippers.  

Imagine hearing the words spoken to you directly from 

the Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin-sama, himself. LET’S 

LISTEN: 

Service days are important for you to not forget 

your faith.  

You will receive divine blessings as long as you 

don’t forget these service days. If you forget, there will 

be no divine blessings. These service days are like the 

memorial service days for not forgetting your deceased 

parents’ favors. You must not forget Kami’s favors for 

everything. (Voice of the Universe, #207) 

People know of the daily wages that come from people; but they don’t know 
of the daily wages that come from Kami. (Voice of the Universe, #289) 

People may practice faith, but their situations won’t turn out the same. You 
should know that all the 30- or 50-year old trees aren’t the same. There are 

 

Main Gate Hiromae Worship Hall 
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VIRTUES SPEAK ETERNALLY 

 

The Founder listened to the universe. 

His voice is still speaking to us. 

Listen Well. 

The virtues are eternal. 

 

Look forward with pleasure. 

Kami is always there for you. 

people who don’t practice faith, but become 
rich. And there are those who do practice faith, 
but don’t get rich. Even when growing rice and 
barley, some rice grains turn out white, and 
some barley spikes turn out black. Thus, all 
things do not turn out the same. You must 
practice faith with a broad mind. (Voice of the 
Universe, #238) 

If you practice faith in Kami, you will 
become close to Kami. Kami will bestow divine 
blessings and turn major misfortunes into 
minor ones, and will take away the minor 
mishaps. Those who say that they practice faith 
but are still in hard times do not yet know the 
true virtue of Kami. You should realize that 
misfortunes cannot be fully understood by man. 

 Even among devout believers, there are 
some who stop practicing faith because they 
experienced great misfortunes. They cut the 
roots of their faith instead of practicing faith to 
receive divine blessings that can cut the roots 
of their misfortunes. This is because they do 
not realize the true virtue of Kami. When 
people practice faith, they should know the 
true virtue of Kami. (Voice of the Universe, #247) 

When people continually experience 
misfortunes while practicing this faith, they 
often come to worship saying, ‘This must be 
some kind of curse. This must be a 
punishment.’ But what reason would Kami 
have for punishing His beloved children?  

 Kami is trying to say that you should be 
careful. People should renew their hearts and 
practice faith, so their misfortunes will become 
divine blessings. (Voice of the Universe, #250) 

When you come here and think you are 
receiving blessed teachings, your heart 
becomes tranquil; but when you are at home 
thinking about various things, you get angry. 
And your heart becomes disturbed. When you 
get angry your face, even your lips, change 
color. 

Those with weak bodies will succumb 
immediately and may experience headaches. 
Convulsive people will suffer from stomach 
pain. These maladies occur because when they 
get angry their bodies stiffen constricting the 
flow of blood. After one begins to cool off, the 
constricted blood starts to circulate again. 
When you are angry, reform yourself and pray 
to Kami to polish the mirror in your heart. 

Practicing faith to ward off sickness is 
having your heart save you.  (Voice of the 
Universe #335)
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Rev. Hiromichi Konko 

Sixth  generation 

Rev. Heiki Konko 

Current Konko-sama 

Fifth  generation 

 

 

 

Remember this revelation? 

Recorded Oct 14, 1882 

Those who have faith should not worry 

about the unexpected. There will be 

unexpected illnesses not only in summer, 

but also in winter. No one is aware of the 

blessings of Heaven and Earth which 

enables people to live. Kami shall have 

people become aware of the blessings of 

Heaven and Earth by having Konko Daijin 

be born throughout the world where the sun 

shines, in every country, without exception. 

見
る
こ
と
、 

見
る
こ
と
、 

自
分
を
見
る
こ
と 

What you see, 

What you see, 

Is yourself you see. 

 

 

Rev. Masao Takahashi 

 

You are blessed with this day. 

Celebrate your heart. 

Rev. Kiyoji Konko 

Sixth  generation 
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LEARN ABOUT OUR MINISTERS OF THE KCNA: REVEREND AMY UZUNOE-CHIN 

Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin 

was ordained in 1997. 

She serves as an 

Assistant Minister of the 

Konko Church of 

Portland, and is the 

current Chief 

Administrative Minister 

of the Konko Churches 

of North America. 

Why did you become a minister? 

I don't think I became a minister 

because I wanted to be one, per se, 

but I knew I wanted to help my 

parents. Watching them help others 

with their faith and their 

understanding of Konko Daijin's 

faith and teachings meant I didn't 

give going to Gakuin [seminary] a 

second thought since it meant 

learning how to be useful to my 

parents. 

They truly lived the faith in their 

daily lives, and they also included me 

and my sisters in everything they did, 

such as daily gokinen. Uzunoe Sensei 

would lead prayers and Michie 

Sensei would sit with us praying 

together, even though I don't 

remember what we were praying for 

during the early morning and 

sometimes dozed off listening to 

them. They showed me to rely on 

Kami for everything, thus I believe 

my wish to help others like they did 

naturally became part of my life. 

Growing up, we didn't have 

much, but I never felt we were 

deprived. They trusted in Kami to 

find solutions to situations and 

enjoyed doing goyo with us as a 

family. My parents also enjoyed 

doing goyo for Kami, and they did it 

with joy. That is why even simply 

dusting and wiping down chairs and 

offering boxes in the worship hall 

became a natural way to see how 

making Kami happy was a part of my 

family's life. My parents did, and still 

do, try to teach us how to practice 

faith. They have been a great value in 

my training to become a better and 

more useful minister who helps Kami 

reach those suffering and in need.  

My parents never forced me to 

become a minister, but they showed 

me all the traits of being one, such as 

being compassionate, humble and 

grateful while having appreciation, 

faith and trust in Kami. So, what 

does it mean to be a minister to me 

now? I have the opportunity to be 

able to be useful to my parents and 

Kami when I strive to be a living 

example of our Founder by sharing 

the faith I developed from my 

parents' strong foundation. 

What would you be doing if you 
had not become a minister? 

Before becoming a minister, I 

thought about exploring the world as 

an international flight cabin 

attendant. I am not flying around the 

world but the opportunities of being a 

minister, Youth Program worker and 

now in the KCNA Office have made 

my heart become more open to those 

beyond myself and my family. This 

Kami-centered view is needed in 

order to do my goyo for those in 

North America and around the world. 

Is there anything you would like to 
share with believers to inspire 
them? 
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Inspire them to practice faith? Believe in 

Kami? Go to church? Seek Toritsugi Mediation? 

Study Konko Daijin’s teachings? Practice faith 

together with family more?  There are many ways 

to look at this question. 

I don't know if this is an inspiring story for 

others, but it is one of the many experiences I had 

which led me to develop my faith.  

Many may ask if Kami is real. You can't see 

Kami, so how can we know Kami exists?  I asked 

that question when I was younger and asked Kami 

directly "Kami, if you really do exist, then give me 

straight A's next semester and I will start believing 

you exist." 

When I told my dad about this challenge, he 

told me I should come to Toritsugi Mediation 

every day before going to school and ask Kami 

about my request. He would teach me not only to 

seek Mediation for my prayers, but also how to 

pray when I would approach him at the Mediation 

seat:  "Amy, pray not to get straight A's, but pray 

to Kami so that you will be able to absorb the 

lesson materials, pray for the teachers to be able to 

teach well, and pray so that you understand 

enough to do well on your tests. Praying to Kami 

is not a one-way street; you don't just ask and ask 

for things; you must give 100 percent effort to 

study as well." 

I did this every day and when my report card 

finally came in the mail, I hesitated to open it but 

was shocked and happy to see that I got straight 

A's.  

Wanting to go to church or practice faith may 

be inspired by a minister’s or a believer's faith 

story, but your faith can only be developed when 

you choose to pursue it yourself. This story is how 

I began my own relationship with faith.  I know 

Kami exits. If you want to hear more, please 

contact me. I would be more than happy to talk to 

you about my faith stories. 

What do you feel is one of the most important 
teaching/learning all Konko believers should 
practice? 

Our life is a gift, we should be grateful. Konko 

Daijin teaches that we should be humble and 

appreciative of everything because we are living 

not by our own power, but from the power of 

Kami's blessings, such as the food grown from the 

Earth or the bodily processes that keep us alive. 

Kami is happy when we realize this. Forgetting 

this is where many people fall into being human-

centered and have their emotions go astray, which 

causes arrogance, selfishness and suffering.   

What changes would you like to make to 
improve your faith or role as a minister? 

Even though I am reminded daily about 

needing to pray more to Kami to do goyo for 

KCNA, I want to talk and share more with my 

children about goyo and gokinen so that they can 

grow their own faith, like my parents did with me. 

Also, while I am learning about other religions 

to help explain Konkokyo in this mainly Christian 

culture, I realize that I should be studying more of 

Konko Daijin's teachings daily to ensure I speak 

knowledgeably about the core doctrines of our 

faith. I would like to talk and share with other 

ministers and believers more about their faith 

stories, and more about Kami and Konko Daijin’s 

teachings. 

Lastly, I have been trying to see how 

everything that happens to me is part of Kami's 

guidance in helping me to improve my faith even 

more as a mother, wife, minister and leader within 

the KCNA organization. 
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 KONKO DAIJIN’S FAITH 

Rev. Nobuharu 

Uzunoe is the Head 

Minister of the Konko 

Church of Gardena. 

Practice of Faith 

Regarding the practice of faith, 

Konko Daijin imparted that we need 

to develop full spiritual awareness of 

the fact that we live in the midst of 

Kami’s blessings. We need to try to 

direct our hearts to Kami wherever 

and whenever we might be.  This is 

illustrated in the teachings below: 

Practicing faith means you 
direct your heart toward Kami. 
Though you are surrounded by 
divine virtue, you will not 
receive blessings unless you 
have faith. 

Going to worship Kami 
only to give requests is not 
practicing faith. You can often 
practice faith without 
worshipping Kami at a church. 

Konko Daijin emphasized the 

importance of exercising our hearts 

in practicing faith as has been shown 

in the following messages: 

Whether or not you receive 
divine blessings depends on 
your heart. Reform your heart, 
then you can reap infinite 
divine blessings. 

We believe in the Parent 
Kami of the Universe. We 
should develop a heart as 
broad as the Universe. 

If people lose their belief in 
‘On this very day pray with a 
single heart. Divine blessings 
are within your own heart,’ the 
world will be in turmoil. The 
glory of Kami and the glory of 
parents will be gone. 

Konko Daijin also referred to the 

spiritual eye to identify truth in the 

following messages: 

If you follow the Konko 
Faith, you should cast aside 
your physical eyes and open 
and see through your spiritual 
eyes. 

You must polish the gem in 
your heart while practicing 
faith. 

Now, hear the sound of 
Tenchi opening, and be 
awakened. 

With regard to our attitude in 

getting involved in the Konko faith, 

Konko Daijin stated as follows: 

Practicing faith on your 
own will not bring divine 
blessings. But practicing faith 
with the support of Kami will. 

He who believes in Kami 
receives pleasure in everything 
he does. Serving at the worship 
hall is a pleasure as are 
merchandising and farming. 
Everyone between Heaven and 
Earth is delightfully and 
gratefully receiving pleasures. 

In essence, Konko Daijin used 

the expression “to have faith” rather 

than “to practice faith” in recognition 

of the nature of getting involved in 

the practice of faith. The spirituality 

of “to practice faith” implies prac-

ticing faith only for their personal 

gains and benefits without being 

aware of Kami’s wishes and will. 

The spirituality of “to have faith” 
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implies a person’s action that reflects Kami’s 

wishes and will. Konko Daijin clarified the main 

objective of the faith in directing one’s heart to 

Kami in the following message: 

The word faith is not written with the 
kanji characters for belief and heart. I write 
it with the kanji characters for Kami and 
man. 

In other words, the final objective of the faith 

is to become one with Kami. 

Faith Practice and Divine Blessings 

Konko Daijin talked about the relationship 

between the practice of faith and divine blessings 

as follows: 

Even if you do not practice faith, you 
have already received Kami’s divine 
blessings. 

In this manner, Konko Daijin pointed out that 

Tenchi Kane No Kami bestows universal blessings 

to all of humanity. He also spoke of blessings we 

can enjoy only through our involvement in the 

practice of faith. 

Practice faith and receive divine 
blessings. 

As for the blessings we can enjoy through our 

practice of faith, Konko Daijin stated as follows: 

People talk about great blessings, but 
blessings are merely the shadows cast by the 
sincerity of each person. Therefore, if you 
show great sincerity towards Kami, you can 
receive great blessings. You cannot receive 
great divine blessings with little sincerity. 
The shadow cast by sincerity will follow the 
shape of sincerity. 

Konko Daijin pointed out that it is the way a 

person directs his or her heart to Kami that defines 

the scope of blessings a person can enjoy. The 

blessings we wish to acquire include responses for 

issues we are concerned about in life, such as 

family welfare, recovery from illnesses, family 

prosperity, and so forth. For those who came to 

seek answers for their issues, it was crucial that 

they get what they wished for. Konko Daijin also 

responded that they would receive blessings for 

their issues. Besides the many tangible blessings 

people desire for their personal concerns, Konko 

Daijin reminded people that there are other types 

of divine blessings which can be appreciated only 

through their spiritual eye which can be acquired 

through their extended involvement in the practice 

of faith. 

When practicing faith, there are more 
blessings which cannot be seen than those 
which can be seen. The blessings you 
unknowingly receive number more than the 
blessings you knowingly receive. If you think 
about it, you will come to realize the many 
divine blessings that you have received. 

Konko Daijin told the people that divine 

blessings they wish to get from Kami do not 

necessarily come in shapes of positively inclined 

consequences by saying: 

Divine blessings are not limited to just 
having one's wishes granted. For some 
people, death is a divine blessing. Others 
are saved from death through divine 
blessings. Since everything in this world is 
governed by Kami, people should always 
depend on the Parent Kami. 

The blessings Kami grants to us can go beyond 

the scope of human perception. By seeking faith, 

Konko Daijin was able to identify such blessings. 

To a person, Konko Daijin shared his vision of 

actualizing his global aspirations by saying: 

While you concern yourself with only 
trivial things, I am aspiring for blessings 
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which will completely embrace the world 
with Faith. 

Konko Daijin also shared his thoughts about 

the intangible nature of divine blessings as has 

been shown in the following messages: 

Be single-hearted and practice faith with 
a true heart. You will be blessed with virtue. 

Faith is without a goal. This means there 
are endless goals to attain. 

The words “without a goal,” imply that 

practicing faith does not serve as a means to 

achieve or accomplish any specific objective we 

may have. Through advancing our faith-oriented 

life, we are to accumulate divine virtue. The 

message represents a sort of faith life in which a 

person finds joy and gratefulness in conscious 

awareness of Kami’s presence in his or her day-to-

day living. Thus, Konko Daijin showed us that 

there would be no limit to the extent of the 

blessings we can enjoy and the depth we can 

pursue the faith. 
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2020 KCNA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT:  EMILY JACKSON 

I’d like to express my sincere 

gratitude for the generous scholarship 

awarded to me. I am very honored to 

be selected as the recipient of the 

2020 KCNA Scholarship. Thanks to 

your donation, I can continue my 

education at Portland State 

University 

I have just begun my under-

graduate career as a freshman and 

plan on majoring in biochemistry. 

Although with Covid-19 still around, 

my goal is to become successful in 

the medical field and hopefully in the 

Congratulations to 

Emily Jackson, a 

believer of the Konko 

Church of Portland. 

next few years, transfer to a medical 

school to get a better education there. 

Receiving this scholarship 

motivates me to complete my degree, 

and allows me to focus on my 

schoolwork and not worry so much 

about how I am going to pay for 

school. 

Thank you again for this  

generous gift. 

  MY MURAL 

For my Eagle project, I decided 

to paint a mural on one of the walls 

in the Konko Church’s back area. 

The overall theme of the mural was 

to showcase the feeling of 

community I get when I visit the 

Konko Church. In the mural, there 

are three sections: the church itself, 

the Golden Gate Bridge, and the 

background (San Francisco Bay and 

Marin headlands). The perspective is 

made so the viewer is looking across 

the bridge at Marin County from a 

San Francisco point of view. 

 Initially, when designing my 

Eagle project, I wanted to do 

something that would give back to 

the church because it has played a 

major role in Boy Scouts as well as 

my own personal life. Thereby, I 

chose a mural because not only does 

it employ my artistic skills, it is 

something permanent that everyone 

can enjoy. When choosing what to 

paint, I already knew I wanted it to 

involve the Konko Church. I then 

connected the church to myself by 

including Marin County in the 

background, which represents where 

I live. The message that I wanted to 

convey is that the church is 

something integral while also being 

something close to my heart. 

 The Konko Church is the focus 

of the mural and the Golden Gate 

Bridge represents the distance 

between the church and its members. 

In that sense, I hoped to create a 

sense of community in that the 

Konko Church will always be there 

for its members. Everybody can be a 

part of the church no matter where 

they live. Even if you live far away, 

you’ll still be connected to it. 

James Akashi 

is a believer of the 

Konko Church of 

San Francisco. 

The next time you visit 

the San Francisco 

Church, please take 

the time to view his 

mural in the 

courtyard. 

This article appears in 

the Summer 2020 issue 

of  Konko Bridges on 

page 6.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

KCNA Office strongly recommends that  churches continue to follow State and Federal  restrictions if 

re-opening during the Covid-19 pandemic, such as practicing social distancing, taking temperatures and 

requiring masks to be worn. 

A new Konkokyo Administration Office was appointed by our Spiritual Leader, Rev. Heiki Konko, 

on July 1: 

• Chief Administrative Officer: Rev. Michiyo Iwasaki 

• Worship Hall Department Director:  Rev. Hiromichi Konko 

• Propagation Department Director:  Rev. Masaki Ishiguro 

• General Affairs Department Director: Rev. Shozo Yamamoto 

• Other Administrative Directors:  Rev. Yomisu Oya, Rev. Yoshinobu Mori, Rev. Hiroshi Takebe 

Congratulations to Ms. Emily Jackson (Portland) who received this year's KCNA Scholarship for 

graduating seniors on July 15! She will be attending Portland State University in the fall. 

While it was disappointing that the Conference was cancelled this year, a Joint KCNA-KMH Virtual 

Meet was held on July 26th. 



CONTACT INFORMATION FOR LOCAL CHURCHES & PROPAGATION HALL 

CHURCHES   

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 masanoritakeuchi@sbcglobal.net 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Diego 
c/o 4408 Verley Court 

San Diego, CA  92117 
858-278-1283 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 tkshyuasa@yahoo.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hill 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 kcwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 

I hope you are enjoying your summer. Life has changed in so many ways. My heart goes out to 

those who have lost their jobs, who work outside their homes and run the risk of catching the virus, who 

have had to care for children at home and worry about what will happen this fall, who have businesses 

to run, but especially to those who have lost loved ones.  At the same time, however, we have been 

given time to spend with our families; re-connect with friends; catch up on reading, gardening, tv and 

cleaning; and learn new things.   

Through it all, I hope faith has played a big part of your life, and that you have taken time to reflect 

on your faith and the blessings you are receiving. Konko-sama and all of our KCNA ministers have 

been praying hard for us. They are available to relay your prayers to Kami-sama and to provide 

guidance.  

Remember to be kind, smile and listen. Say thank you to Kami-sama and other people. Be 

supportive. Lend a helping hand. Check in on family and friends. When things aren’t going well, pray, 

talk to a minister or friend, take deep breaths, count to 10, scream into a pillow or take a walk around 

the neighborhood.  

Let’s all depend on Kami-sama. 


