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With the recent release of “From Farmer 

to Founder,” I was filled with a sense of 

a strong presence in my life, the spirit of 

Dr Miyai nudging me to take the torch 

and run with it.  He has always been a 

mentor to me, one who I respected and 

always admired.  I currently serve as the 

head minister of the Konko Church of 

Seattle.  This would not be a reality to-

day if it were not for his immense influ-

ence.  As I practice faith every day, I 

realize that my path to fulfilling Kami’s 

wish began with Dr Miyai’s faith.  He 

showed me the way through his encour-

agement of my mother’s faith develop-

ment.  His leadership, whether he was 

aware of it, has tremendous influence 

with me and how I conduct myself.  He 

impressed upon me a life altering teach-

ing: Always express gratitude to some-

one who helps you.  However, do not 

have an expectation of gratitude from 

others you help. 

Mentor 

In the late 1970’s, I remember my moth-

er bringing us to Konko faith gatherings 

hosted by Dr. Miyai and his wife 

Chiyoko in San Diego.  I also remember 

a college student, Debbie Hamano, who 

would join us every once in a while.  

There were usually ten to fifteen people 

who would consistently gather.  At the 

beginning, I was 10 years old.  Reciting 

prayers and discussing faith was not at 

the top of my wish list of things to do on 

Sundays.  The prayers were all in Japa-

nese too!  My sister and I would ask our 

mother, “Is it time to go yet? Are we 

done yet?”  We did get to have fun in 

the pool during the summer, so it was-

n’t all bad.  Several years later after 

enduring these gatherings, the Konko 

Church of San Diego was established in 

1987.  Fantastic!  Yukawa Sensei 

speaks English!  Then we were allowed 

to listen to sermons lasting two hours.  

Plus, we had to deal with this young 

sensei who was training under Yukawa 

Sensei.  I think his name was Rod or 

something. 

Fast forward to the early 1990’s, I had 

just graduated from school and excited 

about starting my career as an actuary.  

I had dreams of being financially inde-

pendent and never looking back at my 

early life.  More importantly, I was too 

far from church to attend services.  My 

plan was all coming together.  Then, I 

got a message from Dr Miyai….  

“Bobby, your mother asked me to in-

troduce you to Takeda Sensei at the 

Gardena Church.”  Back in those days, 

we had these contraptions called an-

swering machines that were attached to 

our land-line telephones.  Callers rarely 

left messages unless it was important.  I 

was thinking to myself, “Every time I 

try to get out, they bring me back in!”  I 

distinctly remember he brought me to a 

local Japanese -style spaghetti restau-

rant called Spoon House, and he ex-

pressed nothing but joy during our time 

together.  He had this very peaceful 

look on his face as if he successfully 

Rev. Robert Giulietti 

is the Head Minister  

at the Konko Church  

of Seattle 
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In order to become a Konkokyo minister, one has to 

train and become ordained at Honbu (Konkokyo 

Headquarters) in Japan.  The investment required to 

train a minister from abroad is not a decision to be 

taken lightly.  Dr Miyai wrote a letter of recommen-

dation to Honbu to supplement my request to become 

a Konkokyo minister.  Without this gesture from an 

influential believer of the Konko faith, my will would 

not have been enough to justify the investment for 

minister training and ordainment.  Dr Miyai’s influ-

ence was instrumental in helping me attain this first 

step.   

While I was training in Honbu in 2012, I met this 

young lady who, I didn’t know at the time, would one 

day become my wife, love of my life and mother of 

our child.  Had you told me at the time I met her that 

she would become this to me, I would have thought, 

“There is no chance”.  While I was courting her, I 

wanted to inform her father, the head minister of the 

Konko Church of Oji, of my intentions and request 

his approval.  In order for this to happen, my request 

needed translation by someone familiar with me and 

cares about my future.  Hmmm, who could I ask?  It 

goes without saying that Dr Miyai never hesitated at 

the chance to help translate my request.  It was as if 

he were waiting by his phone anticipating an oppor-

tunity to help me.  Meaning, he never gave me the 

impression that this was cumbersome to him.  When 

in reality, it probably was inconvenient.  Here is a 

man with a tremendous position of responsibility at 

the UCSD School of Medicine demanding a full-time 

schedule and requiring vast amounts of mental ener-

gy.  Again, he was able to find the time to help.  

Something that would be considered impossible, now 

had a chance.  Fast forward to today, and Mitsue 

Sensei (my wife and mother to our son, Tokio) is now 

an integral part of the Konkokyo community in North 

America. 

accomplished a request from Kami through my moth-

er.  I did not know it at the time, but it was another 

seed that had been planted in my spiritual growth.  I 

attended the Konko Church of Gardena for the next 

couple years.  In a way, this can be considered a Di-

vine Call. 

Head Minister 

We are now getting closer to present time.  Let us 

step back to the early 2010’s after my father passed 

away, and five years after my mother had passed 

away.  There were a few steps that needed to happen 

in order to realize my path to becoming a minister.  I 

would like to preface this by saying there were a tre-

mendous number of people who helped me and 

worked with me during my transition to becoming a 

minister.  I clearly would not be where I am today 

without the work and prayers of many who have sup-

ported this effort which spanned several years.  For 

all of you, I would like to express my sincere grati-

tude.  I also would like to ask for forgiveness if I am 

not mentioning you individually as a contributor to 

my “success” in this endeavor.  If I were to list all 

those that helped me, the list would be longer that this 

article. 
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Conclusion 

When I reflect on the life of Dr Katsumi Miyai, I can-

not help but believe that he dedicated his life emulat-

ing the actions of our Founder, Konko Daijin.  He 

was incredibly humble and very generous with his 

time and effort if he thought it would deliver the mes-

sage that Konko Daijin had intended to reach people.  

I suppose his willingness to help me become a minis-

ter of this faith was an example of this.  I would also 

consider this latest translation of Konko Daijin’s bi-

ography to be Dr Miyai’s life work that will be con-

sumed by future Konkokyo believers.  I believe he 

prayed and worked hard to make certain that this pro-

ject was complete before his life ended.  The good 

news is that RIC completed the book.  However, this 

project is still in its early stages.  I see Doc’s passing 

as the beginning of his influence on this Way of 

Faith.  He has left us all a wonderful gift, one for 

which we should be very grateful.  We were given the 

honor and opportunity to continue Doc’s influence 

and immortality by taking this work and sharing it 

with people who are interested in learning more about 

the story of a farmer who had an insatiable appetite to 

help and serve others.   

……Faith is like a sacred fire.  Hand it down from 

generation to generation without losing it. 

Faith Leader 

In 2007, Dr Miyai invited me to join RIC (Research 

and Information Center) to contribute to the transla-

tion of the biography of Konko Daijin.  I travelled 

from Seattle to Los Angeles one weekend to join 

them and experienced this passion and vigor I had 

never seen or experienced myself.  The RIC team, 

which included some familiar faces, welcomed me 

with open arms and invited me to join them in its pur-

suit of translating hundreds of pages of content from 

Japanese to English.  Having no idea what type of 

effort it would take, my impression was it was a mat-

ter of plugging Japanese words into translation soft-

ware and spitting out results in English at the press of 

a button.   

It is difficult to recall the specifics of each discussion 

we had, but I flew back to Seattle thinking, “What do 

I need to do to become more involved?”  There was 

one minister involved with RIC, Uzunoe Sensei, and 

the rest were laypeople who volunteered their week-

ends to perform translation goyo.  What would com-

pel these folks to give up their personal time to work 

on this project?  It didn’t take very long to realize that 

this was their expression and understanding of faith.  

Sometimes it took hours to discuss how one sentence 

might be interpreted and whether or not it made any 

sense in the context that it was being used.  RIC took 

painstaking effort to ensure the message intended by 

the original manuscript would be received as original-

ly intended.  It was clear to me that this work would 

never get done right had it not been for the team’s 

thorough process and its reliance on faith.  As a short-

term contributor to this project, I quickly discovered 

that I did not have the time available to put forth an 

worthy effort like RIC’s selfless determination.  I 

walked away with an understanding that this work 

was performed by dedicated volunteers who embody 

the core teachings of Konko faith. 

REMEMBERING DR. KATSUMI MIYAI by Rev . Rober t Giu l iet t i  

Rev. Giuliettis (back row left)  w/Dr. Miyai 
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I'm from Pittsburgh PA and I wanted to join the Virtual Winter Camp this year because 

it seemed like a good opportunity to reconnect with the broader North American Konko 

community! Fortunately, I was given the chance to attend. It was a lot of fun: we reflect-

ed on the events of the last year, and I got to talk to other young adults about my differ-

ent concerns & wins since 2020 started. The game of Werewolf was pretty good too... 

sorry for dabbing on everyone at the end. Overall, it was a good way to spend a Saturday 

night and I'm really glad I attended. I'm looking forward to future events!  

I joined the 2021 Virtual Winter Camp and it was a great experience for me and I am 

sure for others too. Throughout the camp I gained a few things such as other people’s 

views on Kami and on the world during the Coronavirus Pandemic. It was very interest-

ing hearing how the Pandemic had a toll on other’s lives such as losing their jobs, or a 

family losing their loved ones to the virus. When we went to our breakout rooms, we 

discussed how the Pandemic had an impact on people’s mental health and affected their 

self-esteem, but we can also look at the positives that happened during this pandemic, 

such as new hobbies we gained. I learned more on how to bake and cook fried chicken, 

doughnuts, pizza and much more. We also get to spend more family time together which 

allows us to bond more. Overall, the virtual winter camp was very fun, and it was great 

to see others again and see what others thought on the world during the pandemic. 

2021 VIRTUAL WINTER CAMP IMPRESS IONS  

Having been unable to attend camp for the last two years, I was quite excited to attend 

this virtual event. It was quite different from the first two camps I attended. Members 

were tuned in from a number of regions across three different time zones. (Being in Ja-

pan, I woke up before 8am while everyone was winding down after dinner.) I was not 

expecting to see so many young kids—it felt like a new generation was born since I last 

attended camp. I was glad to recognize and greet people whom I hadn’t seen in over two 

years, although a number of faces were missing (where were the other YAS people?).  

Also, I haven’t physically been to Konko Church in over a year, so this came along when 

I needed (maybe more than ever) to refresh my understanding of the Konko teachings 

and how they can positively impact my life. I can always rely on the faith discussions to 

get me thinking, especially the question “What would I like to pursue mediation for?” 

That definition is still a bit hazy for me, but I liken it to “asking and being open to receiv-

ing help.” Since the camp, I have actually been pursuing mediation for several of my life 

questions and dilemmas. I now see how asking for support brings me benefits like clear-

mindedness and optimism, along with some measure of peace.  The winter camp remind-

ed me to look both within myself and to others for guidance. I hope to share my positive 

experiences at the next camp! (Please make it virtual so I can attend.) 

Ms. Avalon Akashi 
San Francisco 

 

 

Mr. Matthew Uzunoe-Chin 
Portland 

. 

 

Mr. Bruno Lucarelli 
South San Francisco 

. 
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On January 24, 2021 the Missionary 

Women’s Society Seminar met via 

Zoom for over 3 hours.  Normally, this 

Seminar would have been planned at a 

location near a Konko church and we 

would have 2 ½ days to meet, pray, eat/

cook together, discuss important topics, 

share in wisdom and experiences, and 

most importantly, support the 

"goyo" (Service for Kami-Sama) of 

these amazing church leaders. This 

group consists of women ministers, 

spouses of ministers, mothers, grand-

mothers and community leaders. This 

was our 30th year Anniversary of the 

founding of this special group, and not 

even a pandemic was going to stop us 

from meeting! 

With the great support of Kami Sama 

and the wonderful organizing skills of 

our Chair Rev. Joanne Tolosa (KC San 

Francisco), Vice-chair Rev. Mitsue Giu-

letti (KC Seattle) and Rev. Amy Uzunoe

-Chin (KC Portland) we were able to 

meet via Zoom. Rev. Amy was our main 

presenter for the MWSS gathering this 

year. She is also the Chief Administrator 

Minister for KCNA.  Her presentation 

focused on the KCNA theme for 2021: 

Pursue the Life-Changing Benefits of 

Mediation. Her talk brought up im-

portant questions of why Sacred 

Toritsugi Mediation is so important to 

our faith development and how it can 

help us with many of the challenges that 

come our way. 

 

I have to admit, prior to this pandemic, 

I had not had the opportunity to experi-

ence Zoom. However, as meetings had 

to change from being physically alto-

gether in a room, to meeting face-to-

face on our computers, I had to force 

myself to learn what Zoom was all 

about. At first it was a bit scary to learn 

how this all works. Now that it has 

been about a year, I feel very comforta-

ble on Zoom and have regular weekly 

meetings and services.  The exciting 

part of this online platform is that you 

can connect with people all over the 

world! Something truly wonderful hap-

pened! We were able to have people 

join us from Japan, Hawaii, North 

America, and Canada! There were no 

airplanes to catch and no weather con-

ditions to worry about.  Though we 

were at different time zones, everything 

came together well! It was truly 

“Divine Arrangement.” 

Just seeing each other and seeing the 

smiles from near and far were a true 

gift in itself. Since we could not hold 

services, events, conferences and spe-

cial church anniversary services during 

this pandemic, many of us had not seen 

each other for some time. Seeing every-

one at the MWSS brought back good 

memories of spending time together in 

the past and all the great activities we 

were able to share in together. Thanks 

to this new way of connecting, we were 

able to hear how others were doing, 

support each other’s important goyo, 

2021 MISS IONARY WOMENS SOCIETY SEMINAR RECAP by Mrs . A l i ce Kawahatsu  

Mrs. Alice Kawahatsu 

is a believer from the  

South San Francisco  

Propagation Hall and 

Konko Church of  

San Francisco. 

. 
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Who would have thought that we could travel 

through the internet to other people’s church, attend 

an opening ceremony by Rev. Mitsue Guiletti at the 

Konko Church of Seattle, meet 5 guests from Japan, 4 

from Hawaii, and 15 from KCNA (Canada & the 

U.S.), conduct a group toast in celebration of the 30th 

year MWSS, all within 3 hours?! Thank you to Rev. 

Edna Matsuoka from Konko Mission of Wahiawa for 

translating Japanese into English via Chat, and for all 

the children and husbands who helped their moms 

and spouses get onto Zoom. Can’t wait to see what 

MWSS will have in store for next year! Gambatte, 

everyone! 

pray with each other, sing with each other, laugh with 

each other and find company in knowing we are not 

alone and there is so much hope for this world.  

During this meeting, I realized that Kami-Sama and 

all our continuing faith practice in Konko Kyo has 

helped me prepare my heart for this pandemic and 

other challenges that I may have to face in the future. 

Finally, Konko Kyo has help me to express true ap-

preciation of all blessings , no matter how simple it 

may be. I was so grateful to be able to hear and share 

in a wagakokoro or "joyful and appreciative heart" 

during this MWSS seminar. 
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Hello, Everyone! As MWSS Chairper-

son and Co-founder with Ms. Alice Ka-

wahatsu, it was my deep pleasure to ar-

range and facilitate this year's 30th An-

niversary Celebration. We were looking 

forward to celebrating by renting a 

beach house in the Los Angeles area, but 

with the Covid-19 Pandemic, those 

plans changed to this virtual format. 

And what a blessing! Because instead of 

averaging just 10 people from KCNA, 

we were able to open up our invitation 

to the ladies in Japan and Hawaii! 

Divine Parent Kami allowed us a total of 

24 participants(!), and we were able to 

share our hearts, faith, and celebrate 30 

years of women clergy and wives, sup-

porting each other, getting reenergized 

and being allowed to continue our ser-

vice to Divine Parent Kami by support-

ing our families, congregations, commu-

nity and beyond. It was especially 

meaningful that this year's Opening 

Ceremony was officiated by Rev. 

Mitsue Giulietti at our very first Konko 

Church established in the KCNA in 

1926 -- the Konko Church of Seattle.  

My heartfelt appreciation to everyone 

who joined us, virtually and in spirit. 

Special thanks to Rev. Amy Uzunoe-

Chin, our Zoom coordinator & main 

presenter, bilingual translator Rev. 

Edna Matsuoka, recording secretary 

Rev. Lisa Uzunoe, song leaders - Rev. 

Michie & Lisa Uzunoe, Rev. Reiko 

Yano & Rev. Edna Matsuoka, and 

Konko Review article contributors Rev. 

Toshiko Kishii and Ms. Alice Kawa-

hatsu. We pray to be able to meet in 

person for our 31st annual MWSS early 

next year, although now we can have 

people still join us virtually, too! Thank 

you, Kami-Sama! 

Rev. Joanne Tolosa 

is the Head Minister at the  

Konko Church of  

San Francisco. 

. 

 

 

 

 

2021 MWSS WORDS OF APPRECIATION by Rev . Joanne To losa 

Rev. Mitsue Giulietti during opening service for MWSS 
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Rev. Toshiko Kishii 

is an Associate Minister  

at the Konko Church of  

Toronto. 

 

金光教トロント教会  

岸井俊子 . 

 

 

 

 

今年の  MWSS に参加して                     岸井俊子   

昨年のMWSSのミーティングの際に、２０２１年は設立三十年

の記念すべき年を迎えるので、さて何処で開催させて頂きま

しょうかと、出席された皆さんとの相談の結果ロングビーチ

に決まり、楽しみにしていました。 

新型コロナウイルス感染症が世界に蔓延し始めて、間もなく

一年になります。誰もが、こんなに長くコロナとお付き合い

をするようになろうとは、想像もしていなかったことでしょ

う。 

今年のミーティングはどうなるんだろうと、気にしていまし

たら、コンピューターのzoomを使って集まりができ、北米の

我々だけでなく、日本やハワイからも参加して下さり、思い

がけない方々のお顔が画面に映し出されて、すっかり私の心

を癒し、温かい 気持ちにして頂きました。 

有難い事に、ワクチンが日を追って行き渡るようになってき

ました。中々お会いできない懐かしい方々、フレスノの岡崎

洋子先生、トロントから嫁いだバンクーバー教会の橋本

ジェーンさん、横須賀教会の木本オリビア先生達．．．お別

れにはジェスチュアでハグする事が出来ました。 

次回の再会を楽しみにしています。 
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Over the past year through the COVID-

19 pandemic, We have realized that 

faith, family, and friends are more im-

portant than ever.  

I remember a year ago, around this time 

at the early stages of the pandemic. I 

was able to enjoy a personal vacation 

trip, with several of my friends to a 

Gaming convention in Boston, Massa-

chusetts. Just three days before the trip, I 

had come down with a 103.5° fever. It 

was probably one of the highest fevers I 

have ever had or could remember. I re-

member making a prayer to Kami and 

Konko Daijin for a quick recovery. Just 

one day of bed rest, medication, and 

prayers helped to reduce my fever to 

99.5°.   

I remember giving thanks to Kami, for 

allowing me to recover so quickly. I 

continued my prayers so that I could be 

healthy throughout the trip that I had 

been planning for a long time with some 

very good friends. I felt blessed that, I 

was able to recover so quickly and did 

not have the COVID-19 virus. I was 

able to make the trip to Boston, and had 

a great time with my friends. During this 

time, Blanche called to tell me that Jake 

also got the high fever, and tested posi-

tive for the flu, which she also caught. I 

was thankful again to Kami for protect-

ing my family from something that 

could’ve been much worse. 

A few weeks later, our family went on 

a trip to Disneyland for a family vaca-

tion. We were lucky enough to enjoy a 

great time and get on all of the rides 

that we wanted. We also spent the day 

at the Great Wolf Lodge as a surprise 

for the kids. It was with all of these 

blessings, on our last day of our trip, 

we found out that Disneyland was clos-

ing their doors due to the pandemic. 

We felt so lucky that we were able to 

spend our family vacation together and 

enjoy our time at Disneyland before 

they closed. 

Since then, life has been very different 

for us. I transitioned very quickly to 

working completely from home, and 

the kids attending school completely 

online. This has been the norm for the 

past year now. We have learned that 

everyone being home all the time can 

be trying on our sanity and patience for 

each other. It is at these times that we 

need to focus on our family and care 

for one another. We try to spend our 

time outdoors walking, hiking, and bik-

ing. The boys have started to learn a 

new hobby in fishing, and Jake and 

Ethan caught their first first together 

(Ethan casted, Jake hooked the fish, 

and Ethan wound it in). I give thanks 

for the time we are able to spend to-

gether as a family. 

OUR FAITH DURING THE PANDEMIC by Mr. John Katayama 

Mr. John Katayama 

is a believer at the  

Konko Church of  

Sacramento. 

. 
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social distancing, avoiding large gatherings, and 

wearing masks as much as possible. We communi-

cate as much as possible with her friends digitally, 

and still visit family. We look forward to many more 

virtual events through the church and with her friends 

until the time where we can see each other in person 

again.  

We pray that all of you and your families stay safe 

and healthy during these times and that we will be 

able to see you all soon.  

Although we would like to practice our faith at the 

church, it has been difficult to attend in person. We 

are concerned for others and elders in the church. At 

times I know we struggle to practice our faith, and 

feel we might not be doing enough. My kids have re-

ally missed seeing their friends at church and attend-

ing the conference events. We joined the virtual con-

ference in 2020 and recently attended the first virtual 

winter camp and had a great time. I was so proud to 

learn that Kira has been praying on her own at times.  

As much as we would like to be able to see everyone, 

we continue to practice all of the safety guidelines by 
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Just before COVID-19 lockdown, my 

mother and I decided to go to San Fran-

cisco for a vacation in late January 2020. 

We stayed for four nights at the Kabuki 

Hotel, which was highly recommended 

by our family doctor. We were in Japan-

town only two blocks away from the 

San Francisco Church, so when Rev. 

Alan Matsui invited us to join their  

Winter Early Morning Special Prayer 

Services, there was no excuse to say 

“No.” We managed to attend three 

times. Looking back now, I think going 

to San Francisco just before the pandem-

ic was a great decision. 

After returning to Vancouver, I received 

a copy of “Arigatou 100 Times a Day,” 

written by Rev. Masato Kawahatsu in 

Japanese, through our minister, Rev. 

Rod Hashimoto. When I emailed Kawa-

hatsu Sensei to thank him for his book, 

he informed me about an online Japa-

nese Calligraphy Class held by his group 

called “Shin Shin Gaku Do” (The Way 

of Mind, Body and Spirit). Practising 

Shodo sounded interesting because I 

used to practise Calligraphy during Ele-

mentary and Junior High School in Ja-

pan, so I decided to join his class. I also 

learned that he held a Spiritual Gather-

ing group just before his class, so I 

thought I should also join the Spiritual 

Gathering as well.  

Each Sunday at 11 a.m. my mother and I 

join the Spiritual Gatherings on Zoom. 

If it wasn’t for COVID-19, we wouldn’t 

have had this opportunity to join a dis-

cussion group held in San Francisco. 

This group brings people from Japan 

and North America together so it’s very 

helpful and humbling to listen to other 

people’s thoughts towards the teachings 

and how each person is conducting his 

daily life during this pandemic. Also at 

the Spiritual Gathering, each person 

states his/her requests: things that we 

want to ask the Divine Parent for guid-

ance or things that we want to improve 

on, or prayers for other people who are 

suffering at this time, or for the spiritu-

al peace and happiness of those who 

have passed on. 

To have that quiet time to concentrate 

and practise writing Japanese Calligra-

phy has been helping me a lot too. It’s 

like doing a meditation, but instead 

with the concentration on each brush 

stroke. 

I’m very grateful that I was invited to 

join these gatherings. They have been 

helping me to learn more about the 

Konko faith, and to learn to pray for 

others. Kawahatsu Sensei emphasizes 

the importance of saying, “Arigato-

gozaimasu” for good things that happen 

to us, as well as the bad. We practise 

breathing and chanting “Arigato-

gozaimasu” before and after we prac-

tise our writing. With this repetition of 

hearing the importance of living with a 

grateful heart, it has helped me to stay 

positive and enjoy the things I can do. 

MY FAITH DURING THE PANDEMIC by Ms . Al l i son Sato  

Ms. Allison Sato 

is a believer at the  

Konko Church of  

Vancouver. 

. 

 

 

 

 



Allison and her Shodo calligraphy 
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It’s been a great blessing for me to become connected 

with my spiritual life and to learn how to pray for 

others who are suffering during this pandemic. I’m 

very grateful that COVID-19 has enabled me to be-

come aware of the many blessings that I’m receiving 

everyday. 

 

Another change in my life is that I feel our family has 

become more connected and supportive of each other. 

Because of the COVID-19 guidelines in B.C., we 

aren’t allowed to visit or dine with people outside of 

our own household. However, my mother and I talk 

with my sister and my niece more than before.  

During the summer, we used to go on bicycle rides 

together and sometimes sat in the park and enjoyed 

the fresh air and being out in nature. That was some-

thing new we started during the pandemic. Now that I 

spend all day with my mother, we talk with each oth-

er a lot more and I think we’ve become more patient 

with one another. 

My mother and I have started to talk to my father 

more, too. My father lives by himself in Japan, but 

ever since the pandemic, I’ve been talking with my 

father almost weekly, sometimes more. I belong to a 

Toastmasters Club, and I decided to invite my father 

to a meeting as a guest since it’s online. After that, he 

decided to join a Toastmasters Club in East Hiroshi-

ma, which was closest to his home. Not only that, he 

also joined my Toastmasters Club in Vancouver as 

well, in order to support our shrinking club since the 

pandemic. 

There are a lots of things I can’t do because of the 

pandemic, but there are a lot of positive changes that 

have occurred in my life. It’s been a rough year with 

so many people suffering. However, I feel I wouldn’t 

have had this opportunity to learn about the Konko 

faith every Sunday if it weren’t for COVID-19 and 

everything becoming virtual. And I wouldn’t have 

had a chance to spend so many evenings talking to 

my father. And I can’t imagine that I would have ever 

belonged to the same club as my father, especially 

when we live in different countries. 
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Why did you become a minister? 

I wasn’t planning on becoming one 

growing up. My older sister (Amy) was 

the “sensei” type. I did help my father 

write/edit English sermons and service 

prayers since middle school, but Amy 

did all the service preparation. Sitting all 

day doing Mediation wasn’t me.  

After college, Andy and I didn’t get 

into the JET program but we wanted to 

study/live in Japan after our six months 

as exchange students in Sapporo. So, my 

father suggested, “Why not go to 

Gakuin (Konko seminary)?” My 

thoughts at the time were, “I plan on 

helping the church anyway, it would be 

useful to have a ministry license, so why 

not?”  

But then again, I suppose it wasn’t re-

ally just a fluke or a casual decision, but 

a divine arrangement. Ever since I was 

young, I was the “peacemaker” among 

my siblings, trained as a peer helper and 

grew up wanting to help people (guess it 

came naturally from my parents). I 

wanted to become a high school counse-

lor, but teenagers (and middle schoolers 

and elementary students too!) were too 

set in their ways already. I realized it 

wasn’t them, but often times it was their 

environment that created most of the 

issues. Due to various restrictions, a 

school counselor has very little power to 

help with the core of people’s problems. 

Many counselors I met often “burned 

out” trying to overcome this and I be-

came disheartened and dropped the idea.  

I realized later that ministers are not 

restricted by red tape or secular limita-

tions. Mediators can show people they 

are or have been receiving Kami Sa-

ma’s divine arrangements. They don’t 

have to rely so much on their own lim-

ited knowledge, but simply relay Ka-

mi’s messages to the seeker, which of-

ten goes straight to the heart of the mat-

ter. Also, Kami Sama’s energy flows 

through the mediator, so it is infinite.  

On my 21st birthday, I went to the 

church as I always did on birthdays to 

say thank you to Kami Sama for my 

life. However, as I sat there in front of 

the altar, after giving prayers and 

thanks the following words just came 

out of my mouth, “and I promise the 

rest of my life (or “the church”, I can’t 

remember which) to Kami Sama.” It 

was funny because I remember being 

shocked and thinking “where did that 

come from??!” …and then, “What does 

that mean?” 

 

What do you like about being a min-
ister? 

The sheer joy, relief, and/or peace of 

mind people feel once freed of their 

questions, doubts, and fears. Watching 

their strength of faith grow and seeing 

them receive blessings on their own 

through their increasing trust in Kami. 

It’s like watching your children learn-

ing to walk – taking little steps, failing, 

trying again – and such joy when they 

succeed. There is also sharing tears of 

Rev. Lisa Uzunoe 

is an Associate Minister  

at the Konko Church of 

Portland 
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becoming a mediator, especially with that thorny 

know-it-all little sister attitude. I remember being told 

that my grandfather who was known for his very 

strict and strong faith was approached by another be-

liever saying, “You have strong faith, you should sit 

at the Mediation Seat.” To which my grandfather re-

plied that if someone like him sat at the Sacred Medi-

ation Seat, the church would crumble! I always kept 

this and the humility in which a mediator must per-

form Sacred Mediation in mind as I trained seeing 

every seeker as one of Kami’s children.   

But one time with my little sister, when I tried to ad-

dress a particular course of action that could have 

been approached differently, she got all upset and 

yelled back, “well, you do that too!”  It took all the 

control I could muster to keep my composure. Pray-

ing to Kami Sama how in the world I was supposed 

to get through to this clump of selfishness so she may 

become more considerate and kind! I felt a calm need 

to address her accusation first. I told her, “Yes, you 

are right. I do sometimes. And I shouldn’t. I’ll try to 

work on that. But right now, I’m concerned for your 

heart.” Upon refection, I feel I should have told her 

we’ll work on it together. But this was when I was 

just starting out, so I am grateful to Kami Sama for 

all of the lessons that this situation (…and many 

many more from her) has given me.  

The third is that I’ve heard people say that if they ac-

tually heard Kami Sama’s instructions like Konko 

Daijin did, then they’d be able to follow faith more 

easily. I used to think the same, but not anymore. 

Andy Sensei often says that it’s not the message or 

instruction that’s hard to receive, but following it that 

is more difficult. Everyone receives messages all the 

time, but subconsciously choose to ignore them be-

cause they don’t want to or because it’s inconvenient 

in some way. 

gratitude with people lost for years in the depths of 

their dark suffering finally being able to see a glim-

mer of hope. These are the joys and blessings of be-

ing allowed to be a minister. 

 

What challenges have you faced as a minister? 

Quite a few. But here are three that stood out. 

The first was a time shortly after I became ordained 

when I thought, “What did I get myself into!” and 

panicked. I was helping my father with a service 

prayer for the new church opening service for Whitti-

er-Rose Hill. In it he wrote about how Konko Daijin 

received the Divine Call and then, “Wakiko Sensei, 

you too, `think as if you have died, and serve Kami.’” 

When I got to this part, I thought, “Wait a sec…” as 

the words sunk into my entire being for the first 

time… think as if you have died, and serve Kami... 

“Is THIS what ministers are supposed to do!” After 

finishing, I ran to my mother and told her, “I can’t do 

that!” Racing in my thoughts were things like, “This 

isn’t what I signed up for,” and “Can I give back my 

license?”  

I am grateful to my calm, sensible mother who has 

always been practical and broke faith down into bite 

sized pieces. She told me, “Yes, but that is not for 

you now, maybe sometime in the future. This is to 

Wakiko Sensei who is becoming the Head Minister 

of a church. Her responsibility and depth of sacrifice 

is that much greater.” With that answer, I felt relieved 

and was able to continue my goyo feeling “that some-

day to come” would be quite far away. 

The second is that there is nothing more difficult than 

being a mediator for your family. I grew up not liking 

mediation because I’d often get scolded there. My 

youngest sister (who had always pointed out my mis-

takes to begin with) was my biggest challenge after 
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Is there anything you would like to share with be-

lievers to inspire them? 

Share your faith stories! Recognize Kami’s messages 

and divine arrangements, no matter how small. An 

example of a seemingly small blessing which had so 

much meaning for me happened in 2016. My health 

had declined to the point that due to extreme fatigue, 

I had to set my timer for 20 min naps in my car dur-

ing my 30 min breaks at work. One day, I thought, 

“I’m so tired, I can’t do this anymore. I probably 

won’t wake to my alarm.” Then I woke up to warm 

sunlight on my face about a minute before my alarm 

went off. It could have been just a coincidence, but 

the presence of sunlight was so warm, caring, and 

gentle—like Kami Sama saying, “Ganbatte!” It gave 

me the energy to go on.  

Don’t miss blessings and messages such as these. 

Write them down and share them each time with your 

family and friends. At first, they might think you’re 

crazy. But as it keeps happening, they too will begin 

to see these patterns in their own lives and be able to 

recognize Kami’s messages and blessings for them-

selves. 

 

What do you feel is one of the most important 

teachings all Konko believers should practice? 

“Stay close to Kami.”  As long as you keep Kami Sa-

ma close in your heart, everything else will fall into 

place.  

Full teaching:  

Faith is realized when people and Kami become close.  

Faith will fade if you stand in fear of Kami. Stay close to 

Kami. 

(Gorikai III Konko Kyoso Gorikai 23) 

One time I clearly received an instruction from Kami 

Sama (or Konko Sama? It was a male voice) at the 

Mediation Seat to tell something very specific to the 

next person that came in.  My first reaction was, 

“What! I can’t say that!” No matter who came in, 

they would be upset by what I would say as it would 

imply that they were doing something they weren’t 

supposed to. But the message came back stronger as 

an order this time, “Tell them…”  

So I did, although with a bunch of excuses and that I 

wasn’t implying anything but I was told to tell them 

this. Sure enough, the person got upset and stormed 

out. I became anxious then over how I’m supposed to 

face that person again should they ever come back, I 

thought, “See Kami Sama, I knew they would get 

mad,” and maybe even “what were you thinking?” 

Yet, sure enough, within 5-10 minutes, this person 

returned saying, “well actually…” and poured out 

with tears the issue that they had been troubled over 

for so long. Afterwards, I was pretty much on my 

knees bowing head-to-floor multiple times to apolo-

gize to Kami Sama for doubting.  

Embarrassing, difficult, or contrary to society’s be-

liefs as some divine instructions may be, we cannot 

be effective Mediators if we fail to follow Kami Sa-

ma’s instructions. Only time and experiences such as 

these will solidify our unwavering trust in Kami Sa-

ma. The challenge then is for mediators to gain that 

trust from seekers as well. 

 

What would you be doing if you had not become a 

minister? 

A storm chaser. A conservationist. Join the Peace 

Corps. Or still helping church activities as an admin 

assistant somewhere. 
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I also often get this teaching: 

 People, who are able to live because of the blessings of 

Kami, should work for Kami everyday. The daily work 

that you do is your faith training. Therefore, if you work 

with a thankful heart, you can receive great blessings 

everyday. 

(Gorikai III jnkyu Kyogoroku 28) 

So instead of trying to improve my faith from what I 

feel is needed, I’m taking each day as a day to learn 

whatever Kami Sama brings my way (which has been 

quite a lot lately!) 

I would like to “receive blessings people can see” (as 

Michie Sensei teaches) more often in order to share 

them. And also to be able to receive Kami’s messages 

more clearly so I can relay them more clearly.  

 

 

 

How would you like to see our faith, religion or 

churches evolve? 

Pay attention to faith and don’t be afraid to share 

your blessings. When people do not pay attention, 

they do not see blessings they are receiving. When 

people do not feel they are receiving, they feel they 

have nothing to share. Those who have received, are 

afraid to share. Therefore, faith, religion, and church-

es are “failing.” Yet, Kami Sama’s blessings have not 

lessened, only our awareness of receiving them has. 

 

What changes would you like to make to improve 

your faith or role as a minister? 

I used to think “I need to do this, need to do that! I 

need to try harder!” I kept being frustrated because 

things didn’t work out the way I wanted. But lately, 

maybe because I’m lazy or I’m finally beginning to 

understand, but I feel Kami Sama is saying to be pa-

tient and pace myself, as in this teaching:   

When practicing faith, do not abandon everything else 

and immerse yourself in faith obsessively. Practice faith 

effortlessly, like eating a bowl of barley gruel. If you 

saw off a tree branch at its joint hastily, the teeth of the 

saw will break. 

(Gorikai II Aizawa Shinzo 2) 



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 

KCNA Office 
1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-851-9722 kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org 
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KCNA OFFICE NEWS  

● Elections for our next Spiritual Leader were held in February for all Konko Head Ministers across the 

world. Voting officially closed on February 15 and the results were received from Headquarters on Febru-

ary 22. Rev. Hiromichi Konko was announced as the next Spiritual Leader. 

● Youth Program held a Winter Camp virtual activity for Family Camp, YAS & YC on Feb 13.  Six-

teen students from Chicago, California, Washington, New York, and Japan attended plus Director/Staff/

CAM.  Rev. Rodney Yano gave a presentation on his personal experiences on the KCNA theme “Life 

changing benefits of Mediation."  

• Finance Committee held meeting on February 18 to discuss KCNA Investments and voted Mr. Nicholas 

Inouye as the 2nd person (in addition to CAM) with authority to execute investment decisions. 

● Scholarship Committee made changes following this year. 

• Revised application form to encourage more detailed responses. 

• Essays submitted with application form will be used as a KR Article. 

• Scholarship Applications DUE: JUNE 15, 2021. 

● Yearly Mailer Update—KCNA Office has received 40 believer registration forms as of February 15. 80 

individuals registered 

● Anniversary Services (rescheduled for 2021) 

 

 

 

● 2021 KCNA Conference (virtual) will be held tentatively on August 14-15. Pre-Conference Groups will 

meet virtually on the following dates: 

 

 

● Regional Seminars will be held on the following dates: 

• Youth Camp - July 10-11 • Family Camp - July 24-25 

• Young Adult Seminar - July 17-18 • Spirituality Bridge - July 31- Aug 1 

• Portland (90th) - October 3 • Whittier-Rose Hills (20th) - November 13 (Saturday) 

• Sacramento (90th) - October 24 • San Francisco (90th) - November 21  TBA 2022 

• Toronto (60th) - November 7  

• Southern California (Los Angeles) —April 3 • East (Chicago) —May 30 

• Northern California (San Jose) —May 15 • Northwest (Vancouver) —September 18 



CONTACT INFORMATION for Loca l Churches & Propagat ion Ha l l s  

 CHURCHES  

Chicago 
6447 N. Albany Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60645 
773-465-5406 chicagotakeuchi@gmail.com 

Fresno 
936 Kern Street 

Fresno, CA  93706 
559-266-2762 revmokazaki@aol.com 

Gardena 
15722 S. Normandie Ave. 

Gardena, CA  90247 
310-327-3349 gardena@konkofaith.org 

Lancaster 
2543 West Avenue K-7 

Lancaster, CA  93536 
661-949-0057 otatoshio@hotmail.com 

Los Angeles 
2924 E. 1st Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90033 
323-268-6980 - 

Portland 
1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue 

Portland, OR  97216 
503-256-4201 edouzunoe@yahoo.com 

Sacramento 
2006 6th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95818 
916-498-1233 yomisu@gmail.com 

San Francisco 
1909 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 
415-931-0453 sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org 

San Diego 

1041 Market Street #176 

San Diego, CA  92101 

(mailing address only) 

808-772-1910 sandiego.konkodaijin@gmail.com 

San Jose 
284 Washington Street 

San Jose, CA  95112 
408-295-3837 sanjose@konkofaith.org 

Seattle 
1713 South Main Street 

Seattle, WA  98144 
206-325-4498 bgjg6698@mac.com 

Toronto, Canada 
398 Kennedy Road 

Scarborough, ON  M1K 2A6 
416-261-9619 tokonko@gmail.com 

Vancouver, Canada 
5319 Sherbrooke Street 

Vancouver, BC  V5W 3M3 
604-876-7365 vancouver@konkofaith.org 

Whittier-Rose Hill 
11513 Sierra Sky Drive 

Whittier, CA  60601 
562-699-5019 krwrh8@gmail.com 

 PROPAGATION HALL  

South San Francisco 
387 Grand Avenue 

South SF, CA  94080 
415-517-5563 konkosf2@sbcglobal.net 
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“Faith, Family & Friends”     

Spring is in the air and time for renewal!  I want to thank the past editor Tomi Akagi for her words of advice and 

support as I take her position. My main role will be collecting articles, continuing to have the KR  be informative 

(services, conferences, and events) and inspiring us to read and share faith stories together.  Many thanks also to 

KCNA for doing the layout and for physically doing all the mailings.   I hope that this edition of the Konko Review 

finds each of you and your families staying healthy, balanced, rested, and looking forward to continued blessings 

and renewed energy and growth in your daily practice of faith.     

I want to thank all of our writers who submitted articles for this issue. They shared their faith and how family, 

friends and ministers helped them understand valuable messages from Kami Sama and continue seeing things with 

a grateful and joyful heart.  I’m sure there may have been some challenging, yet also joyful, times during this pan-

demic for our faith development within our family and with others.  How can we utilize our faith as a thread that 

can connect our experiences with them?  What is the deeper meaning that Kami Sama wants us to understand?    

Finally, lets keep hope alive for the many people who need extra prayers and encouragement to see the light at the 

end of the tunnel.  With a compassionate heart of Kami and sincere practice of mediation with our ministers, we 

can all discover and learn the value of Kami Sama’s messages. Let’s all embrace our Faith, family and 

friends…..even when we are socially distanced and connecting via internet or with Zoom! 

                

                konkoreview@konkofaith.org 


