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2022 NEW YEAR’S GREE TINGS by Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin
On behalf of the entire KCNA Office:
Happy New Year!

あけましておめでとうございます！
今年もよろしくお願いします。
Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin
is the Chief Administrative
Minister of KCNA and
an Associate Minister at
the Konko Church of
Portland.

We truly appreciate all your support,
prayers and “goyo” as we continue to
work towards helping us develop each
other’s faith and to fulfill Kami’s Wish
together.
It has been a long journey as this
Pandemic continues but as our Founder
taught us, “Divine Favor Depends Upon
our own Heart.” What is important is our
willingness to be open and listen to the
voice of the Universe (Kami’s voice/
messages) that surrounds us and make
everything we do meaningful with a Kami
-Centered heart.
In 2021, we learned that through
Mediation, we are able to revive our Kami
Centered heart and realize the “Life
Changing Benefits (blessings) of
(Toritsugi) Mediation.”
This Year’s 2022 KCNA Theme is:
“Strengthen Our Relationship with Kami
through Reflection, Sacred Mediation,
and Practice”
Mediation introduces us to the nature
of Kami’s love. As we get to know Kami
better through this Mediation, we will
begin to see that “reflection” happening in
our daily lives which will build trust and
reliance between Kami and ourselves.

This is an important part of our daily
“practice” in faith training to develop a
Kami-Centered heart and realize our
relationship with Kami.
Like any human relationship, it is
important to develop an understanding
and trust that will allow us to truly help
one another. Kami wants to help solve
problems with us together, however, we
must also understand Kami’s Will and
intention too. Kami is always there to
help us see a path that is best for staying
Kami-Centered.
So, let us strengthen our relationship
with Kami by reflecting on our faith
daily. Get to know Kami by seeking
Sacred Mediation, then practice with the
intent in making each day and each
occurrence meaningful and filled with
gratitude. Kami is always waiting to
work together with you.
We also would like to give our deep
condolences and continued Prayers for
not only those in our communities, but
those in our Konko Community, who
have either passed away or fallen sick
during this Pandemic. Please join us in
prayer to Kami to protect and guide our
loved ones still recovering and for those
Mitama who have passed away to be remembered and embraced continually by
Kami’s warm love.
Thank you everyone for your goyo
and your leadership. We look forward to
being able to see all of you in person
once again and to do goyo together soon.
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The yearly themes were based on each line of the Tenchi Kakitsuke, thus we receive/realize blessings by following the Divine Reminder prayer which tells you how to practice faith.

The first line, "Through Ikigami Konko Daijin...," was the basis of the 2021 Theme and reflected the importance of Ikigami Konko Daijin's Toritsugi Mediation.

The second line, "To Tenchi Kane no Kami, Pray with a single heart..." is the basis of the
2022 Theme, which establishes the importance of communicating our problems and blessings
with Kami through Mediation.

Pre-Conference Events
Date
Winter Camp (ages 13-25)

February 26

Youth Camp & Young Adult Seminar
(Joint Event for ages 13-25)

Time
10:00am-12:30pm

July 16

10:00am-noon, 1:00-3:00pm

Family Camp (ages 2-12)

July 23-24

3:00pm-5:00pm (both days)

Spirituality Bridge (age 25+)

July 16-17

TBA

Conference Event
KCNA Conference

August 13-14

TBA

Hosted by Seattle and the Northwest Churches, all the events will be virtual again this year.
Please be on the lookout for more information over the next few months!
Questions? Email us at conference@konkofaith.org or the KCNA Office

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION

KCNA Office

1911 Bush Street, Suite 4A
San Francisco, CA 94115

415-851-9722

kcnaoffice@konkofaith.org
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2022 MWSS REPORT by Rev. Kanako Takeuchi

Rev. Kanako Takeuchi
is an Associate Minister
at the Konko Church of
Chicago.

Due to the influence of the Covid-19
Pandemic, the 31st MWSS meeting was
held through Zoom on January 22.

Evening Prayer Service, I give thanks for
the day. At bedtime, I pray to be allowed
to awaken the next morning."

Twelve participants introduced themselves and shared the pandemic’s impact
at their respective churches and on their
lives. This year, Rev. Mitsue Giulietti (KC
Seattle) graciously gave a cooking lesson
on a “Beef & Tomato” dish. The simple,
generous portioned recipe was fun to
learn!

Within my daily life, I continuously
also ask: “Konko-Sama, from now on,
allow me to _____(do a specified task)
with a peaceful, joyful heart.” I am trying
to have conversations within my heart
with Konko-Sama and Parent Kami.
Whenever I complained, I realized that
there was no gratitude in my heart to say
“Thank you.” At those times, the
conversations with Konko-Sama and
Parent Kami were interrupted and I
noticed that I lost my peace of mind.

Prior to it, Rev. Amy Uzunoe-Chin,
KCNA’s Chief Administrative Minister,
explained about this year’s KCNA theme
"Strengthen Our Relationship with Kami
through Reflection, Sacred Mediation, and
Practice." Each participant responded to
the following questions presented: "1)
When did you first "Meet" Kami? 2) How
do you strengthen your relationship with
Kami in your daily life?"
Rev. Michie Uzunoe (KC Portland)
shared, “During Morning Prayer Service, I
give thanks to Kami for allowing me to
wake up in the morning, and have my
life." I also ask Kami to be allowed to do
my tasks throughout the day. During the

The founding minister of KC Airaku,
Rev. Soichiro Otsubo taught us, “You
may be able to hear the Divine Parent of
the Universe's intentions conveyed
through lullabies, words from the TV or
radio, or even in natural or social phenomena,” which I also believe. I would
like to be allowed to always extend my
"antenna" to interact with Parent Kami in
my heart, and together with Konko-Sama
and Parent Kami, put this year’s KCNA
theme into practice throughout the year.
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2022 MWSS REPORT (IN JAPANESE)
２０２２年の

MWSSに参加して

新型コロナウイルスパンデミックの影響により、第31回MWSSのミーティングが、ズームで
1月22日に行われた。参加者12名が、自己紹介を交えてのパンデミックの影響などを発表し
た。今回は、シアトル教会のジュリエッティ光江先生による、「牛トマト」のクッキングが
あり、簡単で、ボリュームのあるメニューで、とても参考になり、楽しかった。
さて、今年のテーマについて北米教務所長の陳埋ノ江栄美先生より、説明があり、1）あな
たは、いつ神様に出会ったか？2)神様との関係を、どのようにして日常生活の中で深めて
いっているか？という項目で、銘々が発表した。「朝御祈念の時に、『朝目覚めて、命のあ
ることにお礼を申し上げ、今日一日の事をお願いする。』そして、夜の御祈念の時に、『今
日一日のお礼と、床について翌朝のお目覚ましのおかげを頂けるよう、お願いする。』」と
埋ノ江道枝先生らが発表された。
私も、日常生活の中で、絶えず、「金光様、今からOOをさせて頂きます。」とお願いを
し、金光様や親神様に話しかけ、心の中で対話させて頂いている。そして、不平不満が起
こった時は、「ありがとうございます。」というお礼の心がなく、金光様や親神様との対話
が途切れていて、平常心を失っている時であるという事に気づいた。「子守唄やテレビの
ニュース、ラジオから流れてくる言葉、自然現象、社会現象などの中にも、天地金乃神様の
何らかの意図がある。」と合楽教会の初代大坪総一郎師は言われ、私も、そう思う。いつ
も、心の上に、親神様との交流のアンテナを張り巡らせ、金光様、親神様と共に、今年一
年、KCNAのテーマに基いて家業の行に取り組ませて頂きたい。
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A BLESSING IN OUR CHURCH by Rev. Rober t Giulietti
Name one blessing that has occurred in your church community that
you can share with everyone.

Rev. Robert Giulietti
is the Head Minister at the
Konko Church of Seattle

The Konko Church of Seattle most
memorable blessing for 2021 is the passing of the third head minister, Rev. Michihiro Yuasa on July 8. His mitama was
transferred to the Mitama altar where he
once prayed several times daily. In essence, this event served as a homecoming for his spirit, and the worship hall has
a different feeling since the day he
passed.
How did you overcome a challenge
during the pandemic?

We were able to successfully hold
church hosted services through Zoom so
interested believers can still participate
from the comfort and safety of their
homes. We anticipate this practice will
continue through at least part of 2022.
What is one wish you have for
2022?
The Konko Church of Seattle wishes
to offer prayers and events (including the
2022 KCNA conference) that will inspire
people to explore and strengthen their
relationships with Kami (or whichever
deity they worship).

MY HOPE FOR 2022 by Carly Yoshida-Butryn
Carly Yoshida-Butryn
is a believer at the
Konko Church of Vancouver

My hope for 2022 is the health, safety
and happiness of my family, especially
my son, husband, and mom. I hope that
the new year brings more stability to the
world and that we begin to see a continued, gradual return to normal life. I’m extremely grateful for all the blessings that
have been bestowed upon me and my
family over the last year, especially the
birth of my child and the protection of
vaccines.
Right now, I am on maternity leave,
but I will return to work as the assignment
editor for a local TV station in Vancouver.
I have been enjoying walks, runs and
hikes with my family and am looking forward to summer when we go rock climbing outdoors again.

Carly with Alex and son JJ in Toronto
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SOUTH SF PROPAGATION HALL REPORT by Rev. Masato Kawahatsu
What was a blessing in 2021?
My Japanese book “Thank you 100
times a day” was translated into English
and edited. Currently, the book has been
sent to a professional editor for final edits.

We started a new group “We Are
One.” Faith communities in SF such as
Japanese, African American, Chinese get
together to share cultures, experiences,
ideas, and how to stop Asian American
Pacific Islander (AAPI) hate and violence
and encourage more dialogue and peace
with each other. We planned and held 2
events in 2021 and will participate in the
Chinese New Year Parade in 2022.
Published a cartoon book “Arigatokun” about a dog and the Kawahatsu fam-

ily. It was independently published by
Sensei Kawahatsu and sold 600 copies.
Challenge during the pandemic:
We could not use the South SF Konko
Center for awhile since the pandemic
started and we still can’t use it fully. Currently, I go to the Konko Center two
times a week.
My wish and prayer for 2022:
I hope that I can find a publisher
company for my new book so that I can
share my book with many believers and
people outside of the Konko Church too.

Rev. Masato Kawahatsu
is the Senior Minister
at the Konko Church
of San Francisco and the
South SF Propagation Hall.

I also hope that I can publish another
cartoon book about my childhood experiences.

Konko Spiritual Center
In South San Francisco
Every Sunday:
• Zoom service at 11:00 am
• Calligraphy Class at 12:35 pm
• Everyone is welcome.

Email:
• konkosf2@sbcglobal.net
(English)
• mkawahatsu97@hotmail.com
(Japanese)
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A NEW YEARS WISH FOR 2022 by Mitsunori Takeuchi

Mitsunori Takeuchi
is a believer at the Konko
Church of Chicago

I wish that I can be more helpful to
my neighbors and friends. I wish that I
can spread Konko faith through my actions and bring forth happiness to my family, as well as people around me. I wish
that I can have peaceful and joyful heart
that accepts everything as Kami’s blessing
and learn through the mistakes, overcome
the trials and hardship with guidance from
ministers, and be able to appreciate the
teachings of our founder.

As Coronavirus and its variants spread
fast among the population, we need to
In his spare time, he enjoys
playing the Taiko drums and spread the love and warmth of Wagakohas begun learning how to
koro just as fast. It doesn’t have to be anyplay the Shinobue (flute)
thing grand; it can be made from small
efforts and gestures, such as helping a
neighbor shovel snow on the sidewalk, or
giving full attention to the person speak-

ing in the room. The sincerity just needs
to be there and it should reflect upon the
actions you take.
It is just a matter of changing your
perspective to think about how the other
person would feel and what it would be
like in their shoes. Then you try to respect and treat them as if they are yourselves.
It is not difficult to do, yet I can’t do
it. That is why it needs to be practiced,
and I wish that it can become natural as
instincts.
I think that any one of us, every one
of us, can be that person that represents
what Konko faith is about.
This is not a wish for the new year,
but a wish until fruition.

A BLESSING IN OUR CHURCH by Mrs . Erin Eddow
Mrs. Erin Eddow is a
believer at the
Konko Church of
Los Angeles and the
mother of Remy, Kai,
& Ella.

A blessing in our church community
is my grandpa, Larry Jung, had cancer but
he recovered. (Kai Eddow age 10)
A challenge I overcame during the
pandemic is having terrible WIFI and not
being able to do school online. We overcame that by going to grandma’s house
and using their WIFI, and later going back
to school in person with masks on. (Remy
Eddow age 12)
My wish for 2022 is for everyone to
have clothes to wear and Band-AIDS if
they get hurt. (Ella Eddow age 5)
Kai, Ella, & Remy
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ON TORONTO’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY by Rev. Stephanie Brick
Toronto Church recently celebrated its
60 Anniversary and anniversaries are
always times of reflection.
th

There is a super cute photo from our
30 Anniversary with Revs. Kishii, Uzunoe, Takeuchi and others all looking very
young! I’m only about 5 in the photo and I
remember being jealous of my cousin because she got to wear the pink kibimai
outfit and I had to wear the green one.
th

I remember back at the 50th Anniversary, I had only just returned from Japan
as a minister. I had no experience so it
was difficult to decide what to do with me
– they wanted me to be a part of it, but
there wasn’t anything I could really do
when we had so many other experienced
ministers coming to participate.
That was completely different to this
celebration, which is being held near the

end of Year 2 of a global pandemic. We
were very blessed to have Rev. Olivia
visiting from Japan and she was able to
assist (and by assist, I mean do all the
hard work). My kids are, let’s say, very
attached so I haven’t been able to help
much with service in over 3 years and I
was very nervous about having such an
important role in the service. I was extra
nervous because usually services are
mostly attended by my family members
who have to love me even if I make mistakes, but this service was going to be
virtually attended by who knows how
many people! But with Kami Sama’s
blessings, and my aunt taking care of the
littlest one at home, the service went very
smoothly!

Rev. Stephanie Brick
is an Associate Minister
at the Konko Church
of Toronto

I am so grateful to be part of a church
with such an amazing community. Looking forward to seeing everyone at our
70th Anniversary!

Above: Stephanie (age 5, in green) at 30th Anniversary Service
60th Anniversary Officiants
Back—Rev. Stephanie, Rev. Kishii, Rev. Nikolaidis
Front—J. Mukasa, Rev. Toshiko, J. Hashimoto
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NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS by Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe
Happy New Year! We are very grateful to be living amidst the workings of
Heaven and Earth. Let’s welcome the
New Year of 2022 together!

Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe
is the Head Minister
at the Konko Church of
Gardena.

Looking back on 2021, I am truly
grateful that we have all received blessings from Kami throughout the COVID19 Pandemic.
Today, it seems despite advances in
science and technology, human difficulties are becoming more and more serious
rather than diminishing. We are witnessing the weakening of human relationships
and the outcomes of human neglect.
There are various reasons for this, but
at the root of it is that we are living unaware of the blessings of Kami, who
keeps and nurtures all things, including
humanity.
Kami teaches us the cause of human
difficulties is, "people living between
Heaven and Earth do not know how to
give thanks to Kami," and "people believe
they achieve everything through their own
power." I hope that you will be able to
realize this, take action, and know that
you can save yourselves through devotion,
appreciation, and gratitude to Kami.

The wish that the Founder received
from was that all people be awakened to
the vast blessings of Kami of gratitude
and joy of life. Let’s pray that we can
help others and have the devotion to
share our joys with Kami. I would like
for all of us to be able to reach this point
in our faith.
It's been 162 years since Konko
Daijin was asked by Kami, "There are
many people, who have sincere faith in
Kami, but still have many problems. Help
these people by performing mediation."
This Divine Message is the origin of
those who believe in the devotion of
Konko Daijin.
Kami said to those who are having
difficulties, “Right now, the world is human-centered. All things are done by
peoples’ own power. Those who do as I
say shall become a kami. Long ago, it
was a Kami-centered world, now it is a
human-centered world and many people
are going against my teachings.” Let us
take this message from Kami as our
source and guidance for this year's faith
practice.
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A BLESSING IN OUR CHURCH by Dr. Eri Yasuhara
Recently, Rev. Uzunoe was approached by a member of the Little Tokyo
Boy Scout troop who was looking for a
project that would earn him Eagle Scout
status by helping a non-profit. It was the
young man’s mother who first approached
us, and when she and Sensei were discussing various needs of the Church, she
noticed that the lines that designated parking spaces in our lot were badly faded and
barely visible. They quickly settled on this
as the project, and the young man wrote
up a twenty-page proposal to his board for
not only painting the lines, but also for

paving a portion of the lot. The proposal
included his plan for seeking donations
of paint, equipment, and other materials;
fellow scouts to do the labor; and even
research on the requirements for handicap parking. He submitted his proposal,
and it was approved with unheard of
speed, on the very same day. And the
Dr. Eri Yasuhara
work has already begun! We are truly
is a believer at the
grateful for this completely unexpected Konko Church of Gardena.
blessing that will save us many thousands of dollars and restore order to our
parking lot.

An unexpected blessing—Gardena’s parking lot repainted!
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SAN FRANCISCO CHURCH NEWS

Rev. Joanne Tolosa
is the Head Minister of
the Konko Church of
San Francisco.

On March 17, 2020, we had to close
church, including Sacred Mediation indoors. We began live streaming virtual
church Sunday services via Facebook
(publicly) and Google Meet (privately)
from March 2020 to the present. By May
2020, we were allowed by the county to
resume indoor Sacred Mediation daily to
the present as well. In 2021, we were able
to conduct hybrid services (In Person &
virtual) from February-December. We are
grateful to reach people in Canada, Japan,
Italy, and throughout the U.S., including
Florida. Slowly, believers have been returning for indoor services and Mediation.
It is with deep sadness that we share
the passing of Mr. Nobusuke Fukuda,
our beloved and great Church, Scout, and
Japanese American community leader, on
October 5, 2021. Nob has held numerous
positions in the community and at church;
a past minister’s assistant (Hokyou) for
KCSF, chairperson for the KCNA House
of Delegates, and advisor to the KCNA
Chief Administrative Minister, the late
Rev. Haruko Helen Ishiwata from San
Jose. Nob is the second son of the late
Reverends Yoshiaki & Shinko Fukuda.
Our sincerest condolences to wife Fumi,
children Tracey and Steven, and the entire
Fukuda Family.
In December, we celebrated the first
Spiritual Birthday of the late Ms. Keiko
Akashi, our past church elder, who passed
away on December 23, 2020. We have
missed her warmth, tireless dedication,
leadership and supervision at various

church fundraisers. Our deepest sympathies to the Akashi Family.
Unfortunately, for the second year in
a row, we canceled our In Person New
Year’s Day Service 2022 and held it on
Facebook only with the omicron variant
upsurge. Despite the pandemic, we were
pleased with a good general public turnout for “Hatsumoude” on January 1-3.
People greeted Divine Parent Kami and
the new year by ringing a bell and expressing their appreciation, apologies and
wishes to Divine Parent Kami by hanging a “Shide” white lightening shaped
paper on a bamboo “Shide” tree outside
the church. Ministers conducted a purification rite for each individual/group and
gave a copy of a teaching (chosen by
each person among 12 teachings) by the
late Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda. We have regular people traveling for this yearly
Hatsumoude from as far as Petaluma and
Vacaville.
It is with deep sadness that we share
the passing of dear Church Elder, Mr.
Kinya Matsuno, 84, who was only recently diagnosed with metastatic cancer.
He passed away peacefully in his sleep at
the hospital, with a loved one present on
January 27, 2022. We will miss him
dearly and pray for his eternal peace and
happiness. Our heartfelt condolences go
out to wife Phyllis and the entire Matsuno Family.
We are pleased to announce Kinya’s
son, Mr. Michael K. Matsuno, has been
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installed as a Church Elder as of November 2021.
We welcome and appreciate Mike carrying on the
Matsuno Family Konko Faith legacy.
We are excited to have Tim Yamamoto, PhD
conducting research on the “Associates” basketball
team that has its roots at our church, during the late
Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda’s era. Basketball was played
in the church backyard by the believers and neighborhood children. Tim has been instrumental in re-

discovering audio and video reels dating back to
church’s beginnings in 1930, and professionally
digitizing them. We look forward to integrating
these historic treasures at our albeit postponed 90th
Church Anniversary scheduled for November 20,
2022 at our Ikigami Konko Daijin Grand Ceremony.
We pray for everyone’s good health, safety and
a Happy 2022!
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REV. SHIJIN KONKO’S TEACHINGS by Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe
Introducing the contents of the Mediation between the second Konko-Sama
Rev. Shijin Konko and Rev. Masajiro
Sugita of the Shimabara Church in Kyoto.

Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe
is the Head Minister
at the Konko Church of
Gardena.

One day, Rev. Sugita visited the Worship Hall at Headquarters. As usual, he
prayed wholeheartedly, proceeded to the
Mediation area and said to Konko-Sama,
"Thank you, I am grateful for being able
to visit this Worship Hall."
Then, in the middle of the “small
talk,” Rev. Shijin Konko began to teach
Rev. Sugita unexpectantly.
“Sugita-san, if a person who preaches
just reads a couple of the Founder’s
teachings from a podium, it is just talking.
Also, one who just hears the Founder’s
teachings is just listening. Nobody is truly
receiving the teachings. In both cases,
there is no Divine Blessings because one
is only talking and the other is only just
hearing words. The only way both can
receive Divine Blessings is if the speaker
and the listener understand this difference,
absorb the teachings in their life, and carry
them out in their daily life.”
Rev. Sugita was so grateful, he
thanked Kami by bowing his head all the
way down to the tatami mats.
Here, let's better understand the
meaning of Rev. Shijin Konko’s teaching
by looking at our Founder’s teachings
about the meaning of "A person who
preaches and just reads a couple of the
Founder’s teachings from the podium is
just talking” and “a person who is just

hearing the Founder’s teachings cannot
truly receive the divine blessings."
Voice of the Universe (VOU) #164:
“No matter how well-educated or how
smart you are, merely having
knowledge about the faith of Kami is
not enough. You cannot receive Kami’s
virtue unless the teachings of the faith
are deeply absorbed into your heart and
your faith is expressed in life.”
VOU #169: “No matter how grateful you may look when you recite the
words of prayers, it is equal to telling
lies to Kami unless you do it with sincerity in your heart. When you worship,
you need not clap your hands loudly.
Kami can hear even a small sound.
When you pray, you do not have to do it
loudly or in a peculiar intonation. Pray
as you would talk to people.”
Kami's devotion is not only understood with one’s head. It is important to
realize the Wishes of Kami, then be able
to manifest them in one's life. This is
truly living life with the teachings. If
there is no truth in your heart, it is the
same as telling a lie to Kami; your heart
is not toward Kami and thus your prayer has not been received.
For example, to explain teaching
#169, one does not have to clap loudly
as long as one’s heart is wholehearted
and sincere. Kami will be able to hear
your prayer(s) as long as your heart is
wholeheartedly sincere to Kami.
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Konko Daijin taught us, "Even if you think people’s prayers reached Kami, without sincerity, your
prayers will not reach Kami. Without sincerity, it will
be the same as if Kami did not acknowledge your
prayers. A true heart, a heart that is wholehearted, sincere, and single-hearted toward Kami, is required.”
Then, Rev. Sugita felt like he was able to talk more
with Rev. Shijin Konko. He took the plunge and asked
various questions.
Rev. Shijin Konko suddenly said, "At 12 o'clock in
the middle of the night, I sometimes go out to play
with Kami’s permission from free time. So, when I
come back, it may be dawn. "
Rev. Sugita didn't understand why, so he asked
him wondering, "Konko-sama, where are you going to
play from 12 o'clock in the middle of the night?"
Rev. Shijin Konko said, "That's right, those who
have faith, go to places where they are happy to gather
together." Rev. Sugita responded, "Konko-sama, that's
really fine."
In this dialogue, it can be seen that Shijin Konkosama worked at the Mediation place from early
morning to late night. However, what we don't
understand is where he went to “go out to play with
Kami’s permission” from “12 o'clock in the middle
of the night to dawn,” Rev. Sugita also thought it was
strange and asked where he goes to play.
In my personal opinion, maybe there was a gathering of devout believers in the middle of the night? I
am guessing that it may have meant that Rev. Shijin
Konko found joy in being able to think and pray for
those who are were gathering, knowing all were willing to believe Kami in their hearts and practice a
faith following Kami’s Wishes and Ways.

Rev. Shijin Konko then said smilingly, "I wonder if
you can quit smoking and work hard and dedicate yourself to the Mediation Place and put your life in the hand
of Kami?
Rev. Sugita didn't know how to reply. As he still
pondered on his response, Rev. Shijin Konko again
said, with a laugh, “Well, I wonder when you will be
able to trust and leave yourself to Kami?"
Rev. Shijin Konko continued: "Anyways, live a
long life. Sometimes, I also read the written documents
(Oboecho, Obeogaki, etc) of Konko Daijin. When I
look at it, I am looking forward to 60 years in the future.”
Sixty years from Rev. Shijin Konko’s time, just
after World War II, religions were able to more freely
spread and propagate to others without government
control. You will be able to practice Konko Daijin’s
faith and teachings. Today, we can preach the way of
Konko Faith and propagate without any worries. Rev.
Shijin Konko must have been looking forward and
waiting for this day to come.
Rev. Sugita said in his heart, "I would like to receive blessings of longevity to be useful to Konko Faith
and Kami.” As he was thinking this, and waiting for the
next teaching. Rev Shijin Konko said, "Hey, Sugitasan, don't be a big head/shot person. If you becoming a
“big shot” person, then you will be in a tight spot, not
being able to have flexibility.
Rev. Shijin Konko continued, “Someone like that
actually came to visit. The Big Shot said, “Konkosama, it took me three days to understand Konko Faith
and I think I finally understand."
Rev. Shijin Konko said, "Oh, you are saying that
you were able to understand Konko Faith in three
days?"
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The Big Shot said, "Yes, I understood it in three
days."
Rev. Shijin Konko said, “Oh…but, I don't think I
can even understand Konko Faith in just three days. It
may take me a year or two. No, no, actually, I don’t
think I would be able to understand it in three days. I
think it would take me over a lifetime to understand
the Konko Faith.
Konko Daijin’s teachings show us what it is to
be a human being through the relationship between
Kami and Humans and the Universe and the Earth.
Konko Daijin also teaches that there are various
things involved in teachings, such as the workings
of people's heart.
Rev. Shijin Konko taught us that people cannot
fully understand the Function of the Universe, the
Way of the Universe, and the blessings of the heav-

ens and the earth all in just three days. He said
that even if there are people who may claim to
understand, there are a lot more people who
don't."
Konko Daijin teaches us in VOU #13:
"There are people who claim that the Universe
works this way and that, but they really don’t
understand it. If they did, they would be able to
stop the rise and fall of tides.”
These contents of Meditation between Rev.
Shijin Konko and Rev. Sugita have very deep
meaning in teaching us how to practice faith.
What are they saying? Don’t just let it be a quick
read. If you explore the meaning of what you
read, you will find the surprise and joy of discovering it will bring you irreplaceable satisfaction.
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ARIGATO-KUN’S CORNER

Coloring Activity
How many blessings from Kami can you find in this picture?
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KONKO REVIEW

Maze Activity
Let’s go to Church often and seek Mediation!
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CONTACT INFORMATION for Local Churches & Propagation Halls
CHURCHES
Chicago
Rev. Masanori Takeuchi

Fresno
Rev. Masaru Okazaki

Gardena
Rev. Nobuharu Uzunoe

Lancaster
Rev. Yoshiko Ota

Los Angeles
Rev. Alfred Tsuyuki

Portland
Rev. Andrew Uzunoe

Sacramento
Rev. Yomisu Oya

San Francisco
Rev. Joanne Tolosa

San Diego
Rev. Todd Takahashi

San Jose
Rev. Byron Ishiwata

Seattle
Rev. Robert Giulietti

Toronto, Canada
Rev. Takao Kishii

Vancouver, Canada
Rev. Roderick Hashimoto

Whittier-Rose Hill
Rev. Kiyoshi Igawa

6447 N. Albany Avenue
Chicago, IL 60645

773-465-5406

chicagotakeuchi@gmail.com

936 Kern Street
Fresno, CA 93706

559-266-2762

revmokazaki@aol.com

15722 S. Normandie Ave.
Gardena, CA 90247

310-327-3349

gardena@konkofaith.org

2543 West Avenue K-7
Lancaster, CA 93536

661-949-0057

otatoshio@hotmail.com

2924 E. 1st Street
Los Angeles, CA 90033

323-268-6980

-

1330 S.E. 92nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97216

503-256-4201

edouzunoe@yahoo.com

2006 6th Street
Sacramento, CA 95818

916-498-1233

yomisu@gmail.com

1909 Bush Street
San Francisco, CA 94115

415-931-0453

sanfrancisco@konkofaith.org

808-772-1910

sandiego.konkodaijin@gmail.com

284 Washington Street
San Jose, CA 95112

408-295-3837

sanjose@konkofaith.org

1713 South Main Street
Seattle, WA 98144

206-325-4498

bgjg6698@mac.com

398 Kennedy Road
Scarborough, ON M1K 2A6

416-261-9619

tokonko@gmail.com

5319 Sherbrooke Street
Vancouver, BC V5W 3M3

604-876-7365

vancouver@konkofaith.org

11513 Sierra Sky Drive
Whittier, CA 60601

562-699-5019

krwrh8@gmail.com

1041 Market Street #176
San Diego, CA 92101
(Mailing address only)

PROPAGATION HALL

South San Francisco
Rev. Masato Kawahatsu

387 Grand Avenue
South SF, CA 94080

415-517-5563

konkosf2@sbcglobal.net

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
PERMIT NO. 524

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us online at
http://www.konkofaith.org

“Editor’s Corner”
Happy New Year’s 2022! As we look at the past year, there have been challenges and bumps along the way, but practicing
Konko faith and mediation help us see all experiences as divine blessings and a chance for continued growth. I’ve heard people say
that without this pandemic, many things would not have been deeply realized or appreciated.
Recently, I was fortunate to observe 2 virtual meetings, the House of Delegates (HOD) and the Ministry Board of Review
(MBR), and assist in facilitating the virtual annual Missionary Women’s Society Seminar (MWSS). During these meetings, I was
able to hear first hand accounts from our KCNA ministers, HOD members and MWSS (female ministers and wives of ministers) of
what each church has implemented to make it possible to hold services virtually and in person with members, perform individual
Zoom toritsugi mediation and services and communicate by phone, letters and emails.
This pandemic has also created an even greater opportunity to share our faith with the wider community and with friends, family,
and co-workers. As we hear challenges and hardships from others, we can pray for them and introduce them to our faith tradition.
There are many people who need mediation and prayer and our ministers are there to help. Please also share these Konko Review
issues with others as well; they are a great way to outreach to others and inspire others to learn more about Konkokyo.
At my job, we have a saying, “We embrace each day and keep our minds flexible like “Gumby”. “Gumby” was one of the first
claymation characters on TV. As a child, I remember Gumby was kind and compassionate. Sometimes he would get into some
tricky situations, but because he was made of clay and flexible, he would find ways to overcome challenges and accomplish his tasks
while helping others. Throughout this pandemic, I’m sure each of us, our churches, and our ministers consistently relied on Kami
Sama to find creative ways to accomplish helping others. Let’s continue to be a “Konko Gumby” in 2022! Thank you to all the
church Senseis, members, community leaders, parents, children and so many others who remain steadfast in their faith and continue
to be flexible and find creative ways and solutions to practice faith within their churches and community. Wishing you all a great
New Years 2022!

konkoreview@konkofaith.org

